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Yes, the rumors are true.  I am one of the “oldest” members of 

Needlechasers, having joined in 1988, just a few months after 

learning how to quilt. I had always been a stitcher and started with 

knitting which I learned when I was nine years old at a yarn shop 

in my hometown of Glen Ellyn, Illinois. In eighth grade home 

economics I learned garment sewing.  While others dreaded 

sewing class, I loved it and made my own clothes throughout high 

school, from culottes to prom dresses.  I sewed these creations on a 

Singer treadle machine which had belonged to my great-

grandmother.  My mother did not sew but my father taught me 

how to use the sewing machine.  For my high school graduation 

my parents bought me a Singer that actually operated using 

electricity.  I was thrilled! 

 

I wore blue jeans throughout college, so I didn’t have much 

occasion to sew during those years.  A friend introduced me to 

needlepoint and counted cross stitch and I made many pillows.  

After college, I got my MBA and worked in human resources in 

Chicago.  I met my husband while working at Michael Reese 

Hospital – he was an intern, and I was Employment Manager.  We 

married, had two children and moved to Boston where he 

continued his training, and I left the workforce to raise our family. 

I was looking for fabric to make a cross-stitch pillow and stumbled 

into a quilt shop.  I signed up for a beginning quilting class and 

discovered my passion.  

 

We moved to Washington, DC, in 1988, and our third child was 

born here.  (My husband is that rarity, a native Washingtonian.)  I 

found Community Quilts, a shop that was in the process of closing 

and was given the name of Sue Hannan, who invited me to join 

Needlechasers. 

 



In our guild, I have served as President, VP/Program Chair, 

Newsletter Editor, Quilt Show Co-Chair, and Historian. I’m 

delighted that Needlechasers has continued to flourish and thrive 

all these years.  We began as a traditional guild and have added 

many art quilters along the way, but our guild has always 

welcomed all quilters.  One of my favorite memories is when 

Needlechasers was asked to piece Christmas tree skirts for the 

White House during the Clinton administration.  As a thank you, 

we were invited to a special tour of the White House Christmas 

decorations. 

 

One of the things I love about Washington is its many museums.  I 

have worked as a volunteer at the Smithsonian for twenty years, 

currently at the Portrait Gallery/American Art Museum.  I was an 

English major in college, still read a lot and feel lucky that I can 

walk to both the library and Politics and Prose.  I love to travel and 

always seek out fabric stores no matter where I go.  Other hobbies 

include movies, hiking, and the NY Times crossword puzzle.   

 

I sew on a Bernina 1130 which I’ve had since the early nineties.  I 

also have a Singer Featherweight (1952) and the aforementioned 

Singer Treadle (1887.)  I am fortunate to have a sewing room on 

the third floor of my house in Chevy Chase, DC, and have spent 

many pleasurable hours in that happy place.  I also love handwork 

which I can do in the company of my many quilting friends.   

 

My favorite types of projects are participatory i.e. block of the 

month, mystery, and round robins.  I have made a Dear Jane, a 

Dear Jen, a Farmer’s Wife, and a Civil War Sampler.  I enjoy both 

teaching and taking quilting classes.  As far as my quilting style, I 

am something of a maximalist and enjoy using many fabrics and 

colors in my quilts.  I love all types of quilts and when someone 

asks me what I like best about the quilting process, I always say 

“the sewing!” 

 


