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Meet The Quiltmaker... David Taylor

Continued on  Page 4

“Christmas Chickadee” an original design 49”x57” hand appliquéd and ma-
chine quilted.  David says he was looking out his kitchen window one morning 
and saw a little chickadee sitting on a string of Christmas lights hanging on a 
blue spruce. An idea for a quilt quickly sprang to mind. This quilt contains 409 
individually hand-appliquéd pine needles.

By: Patti Ives 
	 David	Taylor	was	born	in	

Peterborough,	New	Hampshire	and	
currently	lives	in	Steamboat	Springs,	
Colorado.	

	 His	obsession	with	fabric	
began	at	an	early	age,	salvaging	tiny	
scraps	from	his	mother’s	sewing	area	
trash	bin.	This	began	his	love	and	ap-
preciation	for	fabric	and	texture.

	 David’s	first	quilt	design	was	
in	1999,	collaborating	on	a	fundraiser	
for	Strings	Music	Festival	in	Steam-
boat	with	friend	and	fellow	quilter	
Madeleine	Vail	of	Clark,	CO.	Mad-
eleine	encouraged	him	to	keep	after	it.

	 Following	a	visit	to	Houston	
in	2002	for	the	International	Quilt	Fes-
tival,	his	obsession	with	fabric	turned	
into	an	obsession	for	quilting	as	art.	

	 In	2008,	he	was	asked	to	be	an	
ambassador	for	HandiQuilter	and	their	
Sweet	Sixteen	sit-down,	quilting	ma-
chine.	He	has	exhibited	his	art	quilts	
internationally	and	teaches	at	numer-
ous	venues	throughout	the	year.	

	 David	Taylor	is	a	two-time	
recipient	of	the	Fairfield	Master	Award	
for	Contemporary	Quilting	from	
the	International	Quilt	Association	
(2006,	2014),	the	Brother	Wall	Ma-
chine	Workmanship	Award	from	the	
American	Quilters	Society	(Paducah	

His Obsession with Fabric Turned Into 
An Obsession for Quilting as Art
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From The Editor
Now	that	the	rush	of	the	holidays	is	in	the	past	and	we	are	

facing	a	bright	new	year,	why	not	take	some	time	and	set	some	goals	for	
ourselves	and	our	quilting.	Nothing	too	big	mind	you,	just	maybe	decide	on	
learning	a	new	appliqué	technique	or	how	about	just	challenging	ourselves	to	
break	out	of	our	box?

David	Taylor’s	work	should	serve	as	an	inspiration	for	us	all.	He	loves	
to	hand	stitch	his	appliqué	and	collect	fabric.	His	work	reflects	that	as	he	
does	both	very	well.	David	shared	a	photo	of	a	piece	of	his	work	in	progress	
on	page	5.	I	can’t	get	over	how	many	tiny	pieces	went	into	just	creating	the	
momma	birds	head.

TAS	member	and	author	Barb	Eikmeier	starts	a	
series	of	articles	on	using	her	favorite	appliqué	method	
“Back	Basting”	in	this	issue.	I	am	sure	over	the	course	
of	this	series	you	will	be	inspired	to	try	her	methods.	
Barb”s	book	is	called	“Back-Basting Appliqué Step by 
Step by Hand or Machine”	if	you	would	like	to	learn	
more	about	her	techniques.	The	book	contains	seven	
projects	you	can	do	to	get	you	started.

Are	you	needing	a	bit	more	than	inspiration	to	get	you	jump	started?	
Then	Carrie	Bloomston’s	interview	starting	on	page	10	might	be	just	
the	ticket.	Carrie	shares	her	thoughts	on	the	creative	process	and	staying	
involved	with	it	every	day.

Special	thanks	to	Jeannie	Austin	for	her	wonderful	donation	of	her	
“Heirloom Album Quilt”	project.	Blocks	#6	and	#7	are	featured	in	this	issue	
and	the	project	will	continue	well	into	2015.	

If	you	have	just	joined	TAS	and	would	like	to	collect	all	the	patterns	in	
this	series	you	can	order	back	issues	of	the	newsletter.		
Blocks	#1	and	#2	can	be	found	in	the	July/August	2014	issue.		
Block	#3	appeared	in	the	Sept/Oct	2014	newsletter		
Blocks	#4	and	#5	were	featured	in	our	Nov/Dec	2014	newsletter.	
	For	back	issues	please	contact	Loretta	Bilow	at:	
 membership@theappliquesociety.org

Finally,	why	not	attend	one	of	the	new	appliqué	academies	that	will	be	
happening	in	both	February	and	March.	For	more	information	visit	the	links	
provided.

• The Kathy Dunigan Appliqué Academy (TKDAA)				
	 Feb.3-7						 www.kathyduniganappliqueacademy.com	

• Appliqué Away on Galveston Bay (AAOGB)   								 	
Feb.22-26				www.appliqueawayongalvestonbay.com 

• Academy of Appliqué					March	2-8
	 	www.academyofapplique.com 		

mailto:newsletter%40theappliqu%C3%A9society.org%0A?subject=
mailto:membership%40theappliqu%C3%A9society.org?subject=
mailto:membership@theappliquesociety.org
www.kathyduniganappliqueacademy.com  
www.appliqueawayongalvestonbay.com  
http://www.academyofapplique.com
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Message from your President
 I	have	said	that	my	message	was	to	be	business	so	that	the	membership	would	be	aware	

of	what	the	TAS	board	was	working	on.		However,	I	just	have	to	share	this.		Took	a	class	from	
Nancy	Lee	Chong	and	the	Celtic	table	runner	project	was	my	favorite	ever.		It	started	out	to	be	a	
bit	tricky	getting	all	the	over’s	and	under’s	correct,	but	I	am	now	on	my	third	Celtic	table	runner,	
and	think	I	have	found	my	true	appliqué	love.		I’m	so	excited	about	Celtic	I	just	had	to	share.

	 Now,	for	TAS	business:		membership	is	holding	about	the	same.	We	have	had	some	hic-
up’s	with	the	computer	service	but	that	comes	and	goes.	Mailing	service	still	seems	to	be	work-
ing	ok,	and	we		are	busy	gathering	the	year	end	reports.		Chapter	Leaders	can	find	those	reports	
on	our	web	site	under	Chapters,	then	Chapter	Leaders.			

	 Deb,	our	new	webmaster,	has	been	working	hard	going	through	the	tutorials	and	learning	how	to	post	things	on	
our	web	page	with	the	help	of	our	current	webmaster,	Jan.		She	had	plans	to	freshen	up	our	web	page	by	using	pictures	of	
our	member’s	quilts	on	our	home	page	changing	them	monthly,	but	then	she	fell	and	broke	her	arm	and	is	now	in	a	cast	
for	up	to	6-8	weeks.		She	will	continue	monitoring	the	web	page	with	Jan	until	she	is	able	to	use	her	hand	to	work	on	the	
computer.		The	really	sad	part	and	what	really	hurts	her	the	most	is	that	she	cannot	stitch.		The	projects	she	was	working	
on	and	those	that	were	being	planned	now	are	on	hold.		Please	send	your	warm	wishes	for	a	speedy	recovery	her	way	so	
she	can	get	back	to	stitching.

	 Mary	Ann	has	been	in	contact	with	the	owners/directors	of	the	four	academies	and	has	received	positive	feedback	
from	them.		She	is	doing	a	wonderful	job	of	contacting	them	and	following	up	to	see	that	they	get	what	they	need	to	pro-
mote	TAS.		Working	together	will	help	us	both	grow.

	 One	sad	note	is	that	Anita	Smith	resigned	from	the	board.		It	came	as	a	surprise	and	when	I	contacted	her	she	
wasn’t	ready	to	talk	about	it,	so	I	will	respect	her	privacy	and	hopefully	we	can	talk	later.		

The	sample	ballot	is	in	this	newsletter	along	with	the	bio’s	of	our	new	prospective	board	members.		Please	take	time	
to	read	over	them,	I	have	spoken	with	them	and	feel	they	will	bring	a	fresh,	energetic	new	outlook	to	the	board.		I	look	
forward	to	working	with	them.

	 2015	is	upon	us	and	it’s	a	time	to	plan	ahead,	set	some	goals	and	work	on	accomplishing	what	we	have	set	out	
to	do.		I’m	excited	about	what	the	future	holds	for	The	Appliqué	Society	and	am	thankful	for	those	who	cared	enough	to	
promote,	teach	and	encourage	this	wonderful	art	form.		Virginia

Sample Ballot

Meet the Candidates
Virginia Elliott — I would like to be considered for 
the position of President again this coming year.  I 
have enjoyed working with the board members and 
feel we have accomplished some positive changes 
within the organization.  I set priorities, when I took 
over last year I have completed the majority of them 
but there are still more to work on.  I look forward to 
working with the new board members and the energy/ 
fresh ideas that they will bring to the board.  Appliqué 
is still my love and I will do all I can to “teach, encour-
age and promote” the art of Appliqué.  Thank you for 
considering me for your President.   

Loretta Bilow — Loretta has been a member of TAS 
since 1997 and has served on the board since 2003. 
She served as TAS Roster Administrator 2002 – 2005 
and 1st Vice President of TAS 2005 – 2008. She was 
President 2008-2012. She has been Treasurer since 
2012 and TAS Membership Administrator since 2002.
She has lived in Sequim, Washington since 1999. 
She belongs to the Sunbonnet Sue Quilt Club, AQS, 
Rainshadow Rhodies, Anytime Stitchers, Sunshine & 
Shadows and Stitchin Sisters Chapters of TAS. She 
retired from Frank Russell Company where she was 
a supervisor of the Annual Reports for the Funds area 
for 13 years in Tacoma, WA. She is currently the Trea-
surer for TAS.

Continued on back page

2015-2016 Board Nominations and the TAS Annual Meeting 
Please support TAS by voting and returning the ballot below  
Your vote is very important! We must have 5% of the total membership votes for 
the election to be official. The Board will be an interim board until the 5% of the 
members have voted. Each member is a part owner of TAS, therefore each member 
should vote.  Remember to sign the ballot and include your membership number. 

To vote: 
These Board Officer positions are one-year terms so please vote for each position.         

Board Officers Yes Vote
An unmarked box is counted as a no vote

  President  ............................... Virginia Elliott - WA  

1st Vice President………………Eileen Keene - NY  

2nd Vice President .............................Open Position

 Secretary .......................................... Jan Wills - AK 

 Treasurer .................................. Loretta Bilow - WA

Board of Directors
(Each position requires a vote) 
Mary Ann Bettner 2015-2017…………………....WA   
Dee Pitthan 2015-2017………………………….. IL  

A vote is not required for the following directors who is currently serving their remaining term. 
Deborah Webb 2014 – 2016 ..................................WA  

****Online Only members are mailed ballots via USPS without a newsletter**** Return ballot to 

 The Appliqué Society  
Attention: Elections 

 PO Box 89 
 Sequim, WA 98382-0089 USA ________________________________________  
              Member Signature & Membership Number Required

The ballots will be read and counted at the 2015 Annual Meeting 
 Please return original ballot. Photocopies are not accepted.
 Ballots must be postmarked no later than May 1, 2015

ANNUAL MEETING 
May 4, 2014    10:00 AM 

211  1st Avenue South, Kent, WA 
Down Home Catering next to Running Stitch Quilt Shop 

Lunch is $15 per person (includes lunch, coffee & dessert) 
RSVP if attending by April 10th 

membership@theappliquesociety.org   or Call 1-800-597-9827
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Quilt	Week,	2008),	and	a	two-time	Best	of	Show	winner	at	the	IQA’s	Spring	Festival	in	
Chicago	(2007,	2008),	among	many	others.		
	 	 It	is	an	honor	to	have	David	share	some	of	his	time	with	us.		His	work	is	bril-
liant	and	best	of	all	he	loves	hand	appliqué!		Welcome	David	and	congratulations	on	
winning	the	Fairfield	Master	Award	for	Contemporary	Artistry	at	this	year’s	International	
Quilt	Association	Show.	“Beneath My Wing”	is	a	spectacular	quilt.

	 David, can you tell us how your quilting journey began?    It	all	started	with	
my	love	of	fabric.	It	is	true	I	would	save	scraps	from	my	mother’s	trash	bin,	always	
looking	forward	to	the	day	when	I	would	have	enough	to	make	‘something’	from	them.	
I	fell	in	love	with	the	sewing	machine	by	the	time	I	was	in	the	Fourth	Grade.	I	would	
often	plan	to	make	a	patchwork	quilt,	but	would	get	bored	very	quickly.	I	never	finished	
a	single	quilt	until	1999.	Sewing	clothes	was	much	more	satisfying.	While	in	our	teens,	
my	older	sister,	Susan,	and	I	could	each	make	a	new	‘outfit’	to	wear	for	any	occasion	by	

sundown	on	any	given	day.	Since	2000,	I	haven’t	made	a	single	article	of	clothing.
	 So much of your work in grounded in nature. How do you approach a picture and make it into an award-

winning quilt?   This	is	the	hardest	question	to	answer.	When	I	try	to	‘force’	an	image	into	an	appliqué	pattern,	it’s	not	
as	gratifying	to	me	as	when	I	discover	a	photograph	by	‘accident.’		I’m	always	looking	for	a	‘story’	in	the	image.	My	
workshop	students	are	quite	amused	when	I	‘act’	out	a	complete	scenario	for	all	of	the	birds,	or	cats,	or	goats	in	my	
quilts.	“Be	the	bird!”	It’s	quite	easy	for	me	to	say	that	I	love	what	I	do.	But,	it	all	starts	with	the	fabric.	Always.	My	
favorite	reaction	from	viewers	seeing	my	quilts	for	the	first	time	is	when	they	believe	they	are	looking	at	a	painting,	not	
commercial	fabrics	and	thread!

	 When prepping your quilt how do you approach your appliqué and do you have a favorite preparation 
technique?   My	technique	begins	with	creating	my	own	pattern.	Since	I	am	attempting	to	capture	the	‘essence’	of	the	
photograph,	I	know	what	the	quilt	is	going	to	look	like	when	it’s	done.	To	say	it	simply,	I’m	creating	my	own	‘paint	by	
number’	pattern.	The	fun	part	is	getting	to	use	my	favorite	fabrics	to	fill	in	the	shapes.	It	seems	‘natural’	for	me	to	create	
my	patterns	by	‘structure’,	drawing	lines	in	the	general	direction	the	way	things	grow	or	the	way	they	move.	My	patterns	
for	flowers,	for	example,	begin	with	the	general	shape	of	each	petal.	Petals	grow	from	the	stem	of	the	flower,	and	open	
‘out.’	All	of	the	lines	separating	the	appliqué	shapes	must	radiate	from	the	center.	Once	my	pattern	is	finished,	I	trace	the	

entire	pattern	onto	freezer	paper	and	then	move	on	to	
Next Page Please

Detail of pine needles from “Christmas Chickadee”

David Taylor

From Page 1
More With David Taylor

David patiently hand appliquéing some of the 409 
pine needles used in “Christmas Chickadee”
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fabric	selection.	I	then	turn-under	all	of	the	ap-
propriate	seam	allowances	using	diluted	starch.	
I	don’t	begin	the	actual	stitching	until	all	of	the	
pieces	are	cut	and	ready	to	go.

 You use so much fabric pieces in 
your work.  What are you looking for when 
you are shopping for fabric? How much 
do you purchase at a time? Have you ever 
counted how many bits of fabric you use in 
an average size piece?     I	love	fabric.	I’m	
always	on	the	lookout	for	fabrics	that	contain	
more	than	one	color	and	plenty	of	printed	
texture	(Marblehead	by	Ro	Gregg	with	Paint-
brush	Studios	is	a	favorite),	or	those	that	have	
unusual	color	combinations.	If	I	need	a	piece	
of	fabric	for	a	colorful	bird	with	orange	and	
teal	feathers	with	purple	spots,	I’m	sure	I	can	
find	that	fabric	somewhere	in	my	stash!	I	don’t	
like	using	fabrics	with	obvious	repeats.	I	buy	
half	yards	or	full	yards.	I	love	using	the	excuse	
that	“I’m	shopping	for	my	students!”	If	I	had	to	
keep	track	of	how	many	fabrics	I	use,	or	how-
many	hours	it	takes	to	create	one	of	my	quilts,	
it	would	seem	like	‘work.’	

 What are your favorite tools…
threads…needles?     I	use	only	cotton	fabrics,	
cotton	thread	and	cotton	batting.	John	James	
#11	Hand	Appliqué	needles	are	my	favorite,	
although,	I	am	a	firm	believer	that	every	hand-
appliqué	lover	should	find	the	needle	that	‘fits’	
in	their	fingers.

	 Your work has evolved over the 
years culminating in “Did You Wash Your 
Beak?”  You said your goal was “to create 
an appliquéd quilt that does not look like ap-
pliqué, but more like a photograph or paint-
ing”. I must say you have certainly done 
that in this piece. How did you feel when you 
stepped back and looked at your finished 
work?      “Did You Wash Your Beak?”	is	still	
my	best	work	to	date.	Thanks	to	Steve	Byland	
for	allowing	me	to	use	his	photograph,	and	to	
Mickey	Lawler	for	being	a	master	of	painted	
sky	fabric.	I	purchased	my	first	Mickey	Lawler	
SkyDye	from	her	vendor	booth	in	Houston	in	
2002.	Just	like	potato	chips	or	Godiva	choco-
lates,	I	can’t	stop	myself	from	wanting	more.	
Every	year	my	‘sky’	collection	multiplies!

	 When you work on a quilt, do you 
work many, many hours a day or only a few hours over a long period of time?     Keeping	track	of	time	is	not	allowed	
in	my	studio.	I	set	small	goals	for	myself	every	step	of	the	way.	I	do	function	best	when	I	stop	looking	at	the	clock.	I	don’t	
quilt	in	a	day,	quilt	in	a	week	or	quilt	in	a	month.	It’s	done	when	I	put	the	label	on	and	not	before.	

	 Where do you see your work going in the future and where do you think quilting in general is going?   
 I	think	life	happens	when	plans	are	being	made	for	the	future.	The	best	answer	I	can	give	is	to	keep	all	my	options	open	at	
all	times.	Wait,	what’s	for	dinner?	

	 To	see	more	of	David’s	work	and	learn	more	about	him	visit	his	website	at:	http://www.davidtaylorquilts.com/

“Did You Wash Your Beak?” 54”x37” hand appliquéd and machine 
quilted.  This quilt was adapted by David from a photograph by Steve 
Byland.  David says “I believe this is my most accomplished quilt to 
date. The technique I have been trying to master for the past 12 years, 
finally came into fruition with this piece.  Photographer Steve Byland 
really captured a beautiful moment between these Eastern Bluebirds.

Detail of construction process for the mother bird seen in “Did You 
Wash Your Beck?” Notice the many layers of fabric. 

http://www.davidtaylorquilts.com/ 
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By:	Barb	Eikmeier
	 When	making	appliqué	quilts,	at	some	point,	the	appliqué	motifs	must	be	cut	out	

of	fabric	and	applied	to	the	background.
	 My	favorite	method	is	Back	Basting	appliqué,	as	explained	in	my	book	“Back 

Basting Appliqué Step by Step”,	(Martingale,	2013)	where	you	position	a	swatch	of	fabric	
in	place,	then,	from	the	wrong	side,	baste	on	the	pattern	line	which	is	drawn	onto	the	wrong	
side	of	the	background	fabric.

	 When	you	turn	it	over,	the	shape	is	outlined	by	basting	stitches.	Trim	leaving	a	
seam	allowance,	then	break	the	basting	stitches	and	needle-turn	appliqué	the	edge.	The	bast-
ing	leaves	a	perforated	line	which	scores	the	turn	edge	making	needle-turn	easier.

	 Recently	a	friend	watched	me	appliquéing	a	basket	handle	on	a	pieced	block.	After	a	few	minutes	she	asked,	
“Why	does	the	edge	just	turn	so	perfectly?”	I	told	her,	“Ah!	Therein	is	the	magic	of	back	basting	appliqué!”

	 As	I	travel	around	teaching	I	hear	certain	questions	over	and	over.	One	of	them	is,	“What	if	I	have	a	project	
started	and	have	all	the	shapes	cut	out?”	

	 I	was	also	noticing	an	increase	in	the	variety	of	precut	shapes	on	the	market.	Some	come	in	packages	that	are	die	
cut	or	laser	cut	and	others	are	cut	on	home	die	cutting	machines.	Often	these	shapes	are	cut	out	with	fusible	interfacing	on	
the	backs.	But	what	if	they	don’t	have	fusible?	Or	what	if	the	quilter	doesn’t	want	fusible	interfacing	or	raw	edge	appliqué	
in	their	project?			So,	I	started	playing	around	with	the	idea	of	front	basted	appliqué.

	 You	might	wonder,	“Why	not	just	jump	right	in	and	needle-turn	those	edges	without	any	extra	prep	work?”	I	
could.	But	I	have	become	so	used	to	having	the	benefit	of	the	holes	left	by	the	basting	that	when	they	aren’t	there	I	feel	
like	I	have	to	work	harder.	I	also	tend	to	get	more	‘drift’	when	the	piece	isn’t	basted	in	place.	And	if	I’m	going	to	baste	it	
anyway,	why	not	make	my	basting	a	little	smaller	and	put	it	right	on	the	seam	line	and	get	the	added	benefit	of	the	perfo-
rated	line?

	 You	can	baste	by	hand	or	machine.	With	hand	basting	make	your	stitches	small	enough	that	you	get	enough	holes	
per	inch	–	remember	it’s	the	needle	holes	that	makes	the	technique	work,	but	large	enough	that	you	can	get	the	tips	of	your	
scissors	under	the	stitches	when	it’s	time	to	remove	the	basting.	I	use	my	machine	for	most	of	my	basting.

	 Baste	by	hand	or	machine.	

	 I	do	a	lot	of	free	motion	machine	basting	with	regular	Back	Basting	Appliqué	but	when	the	shapes	are	precut	I	can	
get	a	more	even	seam	allowance	when	I	leave	my	feed	dogs	up	and	pivot	frequently.	Some	machines	have	a	special	pivot	
feature	but	you	can	do	this	with	any	machine.	Use	a	straight	stitch	with	the	machine	stitch	length	set	to	about	12	stitches	
per	inch	but,	to	tell	you	the	truth,	I	usually	use	whatever	stitch	length	my	machine	is	set	to	when	I	turn	it	on.

	 If	you	get	puckering,	try	pivoting	more	often.	If	your	motif	moves,	try	putting	a	pin	or	two	in	it	to	hold	it	in	place.	
You	may	want	to	give	your	block	a	quick	press	with	a	hot	iron	after	the	basting	is	completed.

Now	you	are	ready	to	needle-turn	appliqué.	Remove	the	basting	stitches	and	use	your	needle	to	turn	the	edge	as	you	
appliqué.	There	are	lots	of	tips	and	tricks	in	my	book.	The	finished	shape	is	going	to	be	smaller	than	the	original	die	cut	

Front Basted Appliqué with 
Barb Eikmeier

Continued on  Page 7

Barb Eikmeier
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shape	so	you	might	want	to	try	a	sample	before	
launching	into	a	big	project.

	 So,	that’s	a	simple	butterfly	on	a	charm	
square.	What	else	can	you	do?	

	 Here	is	an	example	of	a	block	combin-
ing	shapes	from	more	than	one	die	pack.	I	used	
a	precut	10”	square.

	

Combining	shapes	from	more	than	one	source	

And	here	is	a	more	freeform	design	–	I	
started	with	a	pretty	painterly	background	and	
arranged	purchased	die	cut	shapes	to	mimic	a	
pond	scene.	I	like	the	idea	that	the	butterflies	
leave	quilted	feathers	in	their	wake.

I	also	combined	a	number	of	different	packages	of	precut	shapes	to	add	appliquéd	borders	to	a	pieced	quilt.	I	just	se-

The finished butterfly is smaller than the 
original die cut butterfly.

Four die cut bears fit on one 10” precut square.

Continued on  Page 8

“Over the Pond” quilt
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From Page 7

lected	the	leaves,	flowers,	and	butterflies	that	were	similar	in	color	to	the	fabrics	I	used	in	the	center	of	the	quilt.	Premade	
iron-on	bias	tape	was	used	for	the	brown	vine.

	 	 I	love	solid	fabrics	so	was	especially	delighted	to	come	across	die	cut	leaves	in	solids.	I	front	basted	ap-
pliquéd	them	to	charm	squares	then	used	them	in	a	pieced	design.

	 	 If	you	have	a	die	cutting	system,	look	for	die	shapes	that	are	a	little	oversized	to	allow	for	the	seam	allow-
ance	or	turn	under	edge.	And	they	don’t	have	to	be	cute	motifs.	You	can	use	the	same	technique	with	geometric	shapes.	I	
cut	these	with	my	little	Sizzix	die	cutter.

You	can	also	add	labels	to	the	back	of	your	finished	quilt	with	this	
method.	I	recommend,	when	adding	
a	label,	that	you	baste	by	hand	so	you	
don’t	end	up	with	machine	stitching	
going	all	the	way	through	to	the	front	
of	the	quilt.

	 Once	you	try	front	basting	
appliqué	you	may	start	looking	at	those	
precut	die	shapes	with	new	eyes!	And	
if	you	have	a	needle	turn	project	that	
is	already	cut	out	for	traditional	needle	
turn,	consider	trying	front	basting	your	
shapes	in	place!	Remember,	it’s	all	
about	the	holes!

In the next issue I’ll be back with an article about using back basting appliqué on pre-printed panels. See you then!	

Front Basted Appliqué

Appliquéd borders on a pieced quilt Oak Leaves Banner

Die cut geometric shapes
Front baste labels to the back of your quilt
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Our Pattern Contributors

Block 6 

The Heirloom Album Project Continues with 
Blocks HA-106 and HA-107

Block 7  

Jeannie Austin Says…
	 I	construct	a	cornucopia	a	little	different	than	most	things.	Cornucopia’s	are	sewn	in	sections.		I	number	each	sec-

tion,	on	my	freezer	paper	pattern,	beginning	at	the	bottom…that	little	rounded	end	of	the	horn.		That	is	#1.		Then	section	
#2,	#3,	etc.		I	number	from	the	bottom	to	the	top	because	that	is	how	it	will	be	sewn.

	 Everyone	sews	however	it	works	for	them.		Personally,	I	am	a	baster.		I	baste	everything!		For	me,	basting	keeps	
the	pieces	flat	and	well	anchored.		Even	if	you	normally	pin	it	may	be	a	good	idea	to	baste	a	cornucopia,	just	to	keep	the	
sections	from	slipping	around	and	getting	out	of	shape.		Also,	I	make	a	little	mark	on	the	freezer	paper	where	a	seam	al-
lowance	will	slide	under	the	next	section,	then	I	extend	that	allowance	a	bit.		That	extra	quarter	inch,	or	so,	is	just	an	insur-
ance.		Little	frayed	edges	popping	out	of	unexpected	places	makes	me	crazy!

	 I	LOVE	cornucopias!		They	are	a	wonderful,	versatile	container	for	fruit,	for	flowers,	for	almost	anything.		They	
can	be	upright	like	this	one	or	turned	on	their	side	with	the	“bounty”	flowing	out.	If	you	enjoy	sewing	this	one,	be	brave.		
Try	changing	the	shape	a	bit.		See	what	you	can	come	up	with.I’ve	heard	from	a	few	of	you	that	are	working	up	these	
blocks.		I	love	that.		Thank you.

 Marilyn Hubbard shares 
photos of some of her blocks.  
Marilyn is sizing her blocks to 13”.   
She says… “Here are pictures of 2 
of the blocks.  I cut my background 
blocks 13”.  On the Rooster block I 
used the reverse side of the block 
fabric.  I will have 3 blocks using the 
reverse side.  I printed the patterns 
using the fit to page choice”.

Marilyn Hubbard is Working Her Heirloom Project  
Using  a 13” Block Size
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By: Patti Ives
	 Carrie	Bloomston	is	a	fabric	designer	and	the	artist	behind	SUCH	

Designs.	Carrie	has	always	been	an	artist.	At	twelve	she	started	her	first	busi-
ness;	by	thirteen	she	was	making	large-scale	abstract	paintings.	She	had	her	first	
one-woman	show	at	seventeen	and	used	the	earnings	to	help	pay	her	tuition	to	the	
Rhode	Island	School	of	Design.	Carrie	lives	in	Phoenix,	Arizona	with	her	husband	
and	two	kids.	Carrie	returned	to	sewing	when	she	was	pregnant	with	her	baby	girl.	
She	says	“It really was like some sort of hormone fueled, divine-feminine-wisdom 
thing. I had just had to sew!”	and	sew	she	has.	She	is	now	designing	sewing	pat-
terns	for	her	company,	Such	Designs	LLC	and	fabrics	for	Windham	Fabrics.	
	Carrie’s	new	book	“The	Little	Spark	–	30	Ways	to	Ignite	Your	Creativity”	offers	
exercises,	activities	and	lessons	that	help	you	discover	your	creative	passions.	
	What is the “Spark” you write about?	The	“spark”	is	your	innate	creativity	and	

you	were	born	with	it.	Creativity	is	like	a	pilot	light–it	is	always	on,	even	if	we	aren’t	using	the	stove.	It	sits	at	the	center	
of	who	you	are	and	it	waits	for	you	to	notice	it.	You	hear	its	whisper	and	its	call	and	you	know	you	are	ready	to	dive	in…

	 So many quilters want to break out and 
do their own thing but many lack the confidence. 
What do you say to those quilters struggling to 
think “outside the box”?     In	my	opinion,	quil-
ters	are	some	of	the	most	badass	women	I	have	
ever	met.	They	are	fearless,	innovative;	they	have	
a	can-do	spirit	and	the	skills	to	back	it	up.	They	are	
unafraid	of	challenges	and	each	quilter	has	her/his	
own	unique	answer	for	the	same	exact	problem.	
Everyone	has	preferred	methods	and	techniques.	
But	I	would	say	that	many	quilters	do	feel	more	
comfortable	with	a	well-written	sewing	pattern	than	
writing	one	themselves.	I	get	that.	It	is	nice	to	have	
a	starting	point.	But	I	would	offer	that	this	desire	to	
follow	a	pattern	might	be	born	of	a	teensy	weensy	
bit	of	doubt	and	fear	about	creating	something	
original.	My	book	addresses	that	exact	issue.	And	to	
your	question,	we	all	struggle	to	get	outside	of	our	
patterns	and	habits.	Our	patterns	and	habits	comfort	
us	but	sometimes	they	limit	us	too.	To	start	think-
ing	creatively	it	helps	to	leave	at	the	trail	behind	
sometimes	and	to	trust	that	even	if	you	fall	down	
or	make	a	mess,	that	you	are	going	to	have	fun	and	
learn	something	along	the	way.	I	advise	people	to	
take	about	15	minutes	in	their	sewing	room	before	
beginning	a	new	project	and	just	PLAY!	Play	and	
explore	and	make	a	mess.	Here’s	how:	you	are	go-
ing	to	purposefully	make	an	ugly,	awful	thing.	Call	
it	a	mini-quilt	or	a	pot-holder…but	here	are	the	rules:	no	pins,	no	rulers,	no	rotary	cutter,	no	editing,	no	ironing,	no	judg-
ing	yourself,	no	fear…you	have	15	minutes	to	go	to	your	stash,	pick	several	scraps	(at	least	one	must	be	a	scrap	of	some-
thing	you	like),	and	you	have	to	piece	them	with	the	WRONG	SIDES	facing	up,	then	once	you	have	a	little	pieced	thing,	

Let Carrie Bloomston Help 
You Ignite Your Creative Side

Carrie Bloomston

“The Nest” by Carrie Bloomston

Next Page Please
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you	need	to	take	it	to	your	machine	and	pick	the	ugliest	
stitch	it	offers	(the	one	you	would	never	sew	with…or	
maybe	the	one	you	have	secretly	always	wanted	to	sew	
with)	to	quilt	your	ugly	trivet/pot-holder	thingy.	And	
other	than	that,	just	play	and	explore	and	know	that	you	
aren’t	making	a	masterpiece	but	are	just	there	to	play.		
The	journey	is		
what	you	are	after…not	the	perfect	object.

	 This	exercise	will	warm	you	up	and	help	you	
break	outside	of	your	normal	routines.	I’ll	just	bet	that	
there	is	something	you	will	end	up	liking	about	your	
ugly	little	trivet…because	underneath	it	all,	there	is	still	
YOU…your	favorite	colors,	shapes,	textures.	Let	your	
heart	be	your	guide	and	you	will	always	win.

	 In	the	book	I	offer	a	wonderful	solution	for	con-
ditioning	yourself	to	bust	out	of	your	routine:	today,	at	
the	grocery	store,	you	have	to	pick	up	one	fruit	or	veggie	
that	you	have	never	eaten	or	cooked	with	and	take	it	
home	and	do	something	with	it.	Just	that	simple	act	will	
refresh	your	daily	return,	engage	your	senses	and	your	
sense	of	play	and	inspire	some	fun	and	creativity.	Cre-
ativity	is	not	something	we	do,	it	is	who	we	are.	Learn-
ing	to	seek	the	unexpected	solution	can	help	us	step	into	
that	more	fluid	and	less	confining	creative	space.

	 I know several quilters that have just hit 
a slump, they seem to have lost interest in sewing, 
how do you deal with “burn out”?      I	hear	you!	We	
all	face	burn	out	and	boredom	at	some	point.	My	big-
gest	recommendation	is	to	surrender	to	that	feeling	(not	
forever)	but	just	for	a	little	while.	If	you	are	feeling	uninspired	to	quilt,	then	take	the	day	off,	drive	to	the	museum	or	a	
horse	farm,	or	a	neighboring	town	and	peek	at	antiques.	Do	anything	that	jogs	your	senses	and	gets	you	inspired.	No	doubt	
this	will	energize	you	and	inspire	you	to	do	something…even	if	it	isn’t	quilting.	Let	yourself	wander	in	the	woods	of	your	
soul–if	you	want	to	make	jewelry	today	or	this	week,	then	do	it!	Don’t	be	restricted	or	ham-fisted	about	the	outcome	of	
your	creativity–	just	surrender	to	it	and	let	it	take	your	somewhere.	No	doubt,	a	jaunt	into	the	woods	of	your	soul	or	a	day	
trip	for	inspiration	will	lead	you	to	your	quilting	again	with	renewed	enthusiasm.	Be	patient–	it	may	take	a	few	weeks	
until	you	feel	like	quilting	again.	Trust	the	process	and	yourself.

	 The	worst	thing	you	can	do	when	you	are	uninspired	is	to	beat	yourself	up	about	it.	Be	gentle	with	yourself.	Be	
kind.	Know	that	this	too	shall	pass.	Maybe	today	you	need	to	curl	up	with	a	good	book,	or	knit	instead.	

	 Also,	if	I	am	feeling	super-uninspired	there	is	always	a	short	circuit	for	me	to	get	back	into	my	inspiration	and	that	
is	to	take	a	hike.	Go	outside.	Surround	yourself	with	nature	and	get	into	your	body.	Breathe	hard.	Lose	your	mind.	The	
mind	is	what	keeps	us	stuck	so	often,	but	bypassing	it	through	exercise	or	nature	can	put	you	squarely	back	into	your	pas-
sion.

	 Carrie, tell us about your quilting? What is your favorite method of appliqué?  			For	me,	quilts	are	just	
paintings	that	I	can	cuddle	under.	As	a	lifelong	abstract	painter,	I	am	very	fluent	with	the	giant	rectangle	and	have	great	
fondness	for	negative	space.	As	for	the	appliqué	(which	I	love!)	I	go	for	fast	and	direct–	so	I	rip	fabric	to	shreds	(as	in	my	
Nest	quilt)	and	stick	everything	down	with	a		washable	school	glue	stick	(this	technique	changed	everything	for	me).	Glue	
sticks	are	so	much	faster	than	fusible	web	and	I	love	the	directness	this	technique	offers.	It	only	needs	to	stick	until	you	
sew	everything	in	place.	I	also	love	that	there	is	no	bulk	or	stiffness	after	you	wash	the	glue	out	in	the	wash	unlike	web.

	 What inspires you?     My	family	inspires	me	the	most.	My	children	are	young	and	most	of	time	is	spent	sit-
ting	on	the	floor	playing	with	LEGO	or	dolls	or	drawing	with	my	daughter	or	discussing	Star	Wars	with	my	son.	For	me,	
that	love	is	the	source	of	everything	I	do.	Hiking	inspires	me	and	yoga	clears	my	mind.	Travel	always	brings	new	ideas.	
Mainly	I	find	my	inspiration	when	I	am	not	looking	for	it…when	I	am	looking	the	other	way.	It	sneaks	up	on	me.	I	just	

Detail of quilting on “The Nest” by Carrie Bloomston
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Come Join the Conversation  
Visit the TAS Facebook Page today!

have	to	let	my	mind	get	quiet	and	soft,	then	the	inspiration	pours	in…like	
when	I	am	tucking	my	kids	into	bed	at	night,	staring	up	at	the	illuminated	
fish	tank	in	the	dark…or	when	I	am	coming	down	from	a	hike	and	I	have	
cleared	my	thoughts	out…I	always	find	the	jewels	then.

Carrie, can you tell us about your DVD “Art Techniques for Quilt Design”     In	my	DVD,	I	teach	drawing,	composi-
tion	and	design	essentials	to	quilters	wanting	to	begin	to	design	their	own	work	but	perhaps	not	knowing	how	or	where	to	
start.	I	offer	essential,	simple	techniques	including	even	gesture	drawing	and	fundamentals	of	the	design	process	to	build	
your	confidence	in	all	of	your	sewn	creations.	It	is	a	lot	of	fun	and	it	will	leave	you	feeling	inspired	to	try	new	things.	I	
also	teach	my	Nest	Quilt	and	my	Watercolor	Quilt.	The	Nest	helps	you	be	free	and	teaches	my	glue	stick	appliqué	process	
and	the	Watercolor	Quilt	helps	you	interpret	your	children’s	artworks	into	keepsakes.			
Carrie’s	website	and	blog	http://www.such-designs.com/
Windham	Fabrics	http://www.windhamfabrics.com/cgi-bin/fabricshop/designer.cgi?designer=36

Ignite Your Creative Side  
continued from page 11

After reading Carrie’s interview it begs the question…does your creativity 
need a little spark? 
 Carrie’s book “The Little Spark – 30 Ways to Ignite Your Creativity” is 
filled with 30 “sparks”; exercises, activities and lessons that help you discover 
and nurture your creative passions. These exercises will help you along the way 
from something as simple as taking a class to understanding that there is no 
such thing as perfection so don’t beat yourself up over not being perfect. You 
will learn the importance of finding time for yourself and what you may or may 
not want to do in that time. Learn techniques you can use to cultivate your cre-
ative life and live a more creative life even if you do not consider yourself to be 
an artist. But really, aren’t quilters artists in their own right? Sure they are! 

Detail of pillow made from “Wonky Little Houses” pattern

This quilt is from Carrie’s pattern called 
“Wonky Little Houses”

http://www.such-designs.com/
http://www.windhamfabrics.com/cgi-bin/fabricshop/designer.cgi?designer=36
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Chapter news

 Submitted by: Deborah Webb Chapter Leader
	 The	Inland	Northwest	Chapter	has	promoted	the	art	of	appliqué	
and	TAS	for	several	years	at	the	Washington	State	Quilters	quilt	show.	Our	
chapter	members	present	a	history	on	TAS	and	a	presentation	on	some	
aspect	of	appliqué.	Last	year	Cheryl	Clossin	and	Barbara	Lambrecht	pre-
sented	“Appliquéing	with	Wool”.	We	received	so	much	enthusiasm	from	
other	quilters	that	we	followed	up	with	this	year’s	topic,	“Embellishing	Your	
Wool	Appliqué	Using	Specialty	Threads,	Embroidery,	and	Beading”	this	
past	October.	Cheryl	Clossin	and	Robin	Waggoner	were	our	presenters	and	
shared	wonderful	examples	of	embellishing	wool	appliqué.			
	 We	have	a	table	with	newsletters,	trifolds	with	TAS	membership	
forms,	and	an	invitation	to	our	open	house.	Our	open	house	is	the	follow-
ing	chapter	meeting	in	the	month	of	November	in	which	everyone	is	invited	
to	come	and	meet	our	chapter	members.	Our	members	provide	wonderful	
things	to	eat	and	we	all	have	a	great	time	sharing	the	love	of	quilting.	We	
have	show	&	tell	and	everyone	including	our	visitors	can	share	their	cur-
rent	projects.	We	offer	help	for	those	who	are	new	to	appliqué.	We	have	a	
very	gifted	quilter	named	Sherry	Thompson	who	offers	beginning	appliqué	
classes	in	her	home.	Our	presentations	and	open	houses	have	been	very	
successful	in	attracting	new	members.	We	currently	have	19	members	and	
six	potential	new	members.	We	are	already	looking	forward	to	selecting	our	
topic	for	next	year.	We	are	also	in	the	process	of	developing	other	ideas	for	
promoting	appliqué.	

Spreading the Good News About TAS and the Joy of Appliqué

Robin Waggoner on the left and  
Cheryl Clossin on the right 

Submitted by: Dorothy Vaughan  
         The	Wednesday	Wonders	Chapter	from	London	hosted	a	second	Tri	Chapter	get	together	in	Chatham	on	September	24,	
2014.	Three	chapters	participated,	Appliqué Addicts of Chatham, Whitevale Chapter of Whitevale	and	Wednesday Wonders 
from London,	as	well	as	individual	TAS	members	from	the	previous	Artful	Appliquérs	of	Essex.

Twenty-six	members	attended	and.	after	renewing	some	friendships.	enjoyed	a	wonderful	and		inspirational	Show	
and	Share,	with	many	different	types	of	
appliqué,	including	broderie	perse,	needle	
turn,	rough	edge	appliqué,	as	well	as	ma-
chine	appliqué.	The	highlight	of	Show	and	
Share	was	a	detailed	view	of	the	appliquéd	
quilt	“Little	Brown	Bird”,	made	by	Annette	
Aangood	of	the	Appliqué	Addicts.

A	delicious	and	wholesome	lunch	was	
served	by	a	local	catering	service,	and	fol-
lowing	lunch	a	small	project	was	presented,	
with	each	member	given	a	kit	to	make	a	
Thimble	Holder	(Pinch	Purse,	Brazil	Nut	or	
Victorian	Sewing	Kit).	It	has	many	differ-
ent	descriptions.	Most	members	completed	
the	project	with	time	left	to	discuss	various	
needles	and	sewing	items,	along	with	dif-
ferent	techniques,	and	fabrics.

The	afternoon	concluded	with	ev-
eryone	expressing	the	idea:		“Let’s have 
another get together next year!”

TAS Tri-Chapter Get Togther – Ontario, Canada
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Let’s Go Shopping by Patti Ives

Karen	Kay	Buckley’s	“Majestic Mosaic”	is	a	
new	pattern	based	on	her	award	winning	quilt.	It	is	
a	beautiful	quilt	pattern	and	the	blocks	are	beautiful.	
The	blocks	are	24	½”	and	Karen	recommend	you	cut	
your	background	squares	to	27”	to	allow	for	squaring	
the	blocks	when	finished.	The	patterns	are	printed	
full	size,	which	make	transferring	the	pattern	quite	
a	bit	easier,	and	include	patterns	for	the	sides	and	
corners	of	the	quilt.	

Along	with	the	patterns	comes	a	20	page	
instructions	booklet.	This	booklet	is	printed	in	full	
color	and	includes	a	list	of	needed	supplies	and	
helpful	hints.	I	like	that	Karen	not	only	gives	you	a	
complete	list	of	supplies	but	she	also	take	the	time	to	
tell	you	why	she	uses	each	of	the	items	on	her	supply	
list.	

You	will	find	blue	boxes	sprinkled	throughout	
the	booklet.	These	contain	tips…nuggets	of	infor-
mation	from	Karen	on	why	and	how	to	do	some-
thing.		Karen	recommends	you	read	the	“Specific	
Techniques	for	Majestic	Mosaic”	section	before	you	
begin	working.		If	you	have	a	concern	for	any	tech-
nique	these	are	all	demonstrated	on	her	DVD	“Hand 
and Machine Appliqué the Karen Kay Buckley Way”.	
Although	the	color	photographs	along	with	well	
written	instructions	will	help	you	easily	understand	
what	you	need	to	complete	each	step.

Karen	shares	all	of	her	best	tips	for	great	appliqué	results	along	
with	how	to	make	Perfect	Circles®	every	time.	You	will	learn	to	make	
sharp	points	and	smooth	curves	and	find	plenty	of	tips	for	both	hand	
and	machine	appliqué	in	the	accompanying	booklet.		Prices	at	$24.95	
this	pattern	pack	is	complete	and	well	worth	the	price.

Also,	if	you	have	tried	and	love	Karen’s	“Perfect Pins”	then	
you	will	be	interested	in	knowing	that	she	has	now	come	out	with	the	
“Shorter Perfect Pins”.	These	pins	measure	an	inch	in	length	and	their	
shorter	length	makes	them	perfect	for	piecing	and	appliqué.	These	
pins	are	extra	thin,	which	helps	them	easily	glide	through	your	fabric,	
and	made	of	stainless	steel.		There	are	50	pins	per	package	and	they	
are	priced	at	$8.95.

Look	for	these	items	at	your	local	quilt	shop	or	they	are	all	avail-
able	on	Karen’s	website	www.karenkaybuckley.com.

Karen Kay Buckley Introduces a New Pattern 
 “Majestic Mosaic” and Shorter Perfect Pins!

www.karenkaybuckley.com
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Let’s Go Shopping by Patti Ives

And The Winner Is....

This	past	November	P&B	Fabrics	released	two	new	
additions	to	their	fabric	line.	While	only	one	of	these	is	
called	an	“Essential”	I	think	both	of	these	lines	should	be	
considered	and	essential	addition	to	everyone’s	fabric	stash.

A	perennial	favorite	is	their	Suede	Fabric	line.	They	
have	a	blue	that	just	make	a	wonderful	sky.	This	past	Octo-
ber	2014	P&B	Textiles	announced	their	eighth	addition	to	
their	popular	Suede	Fabric	line,	“Bella	Suede”.	Part	of	their	
basics	collection	“Bella	Suede”	retains	rich	and	deep	colors	
ranging	from	the	lightest	tans	to	the	richest	reds,	greens,	
grays	and	blacks.	There	are	6	different	designs	to	choose	
from	in	this	collection	and	30	various	colors.	A	larger	floral	
design,	a	medium	floral	design,	leaves,	curved	ferns,	a	
circular	motif		and	a	scrolling	lines	motif.	All	of	these	make	
great	blenders	and	beautiful	quilts.

If	you	love	a	touch	of	metallic	in	your	projects	then	
you	won’t	want	to	miss	out	on	P&B’s	new	“Luxury	Es-
sentials”.	This	basics	collection	offers	a	warm	color	palette,	
almost	jewel	tone,	with	gold	metallic	accents	in	32	differ-
ent	color	variations.	You	will	find	plenty	of	variety	in	the	
designs	such	as	a	small	square	and	triangle,	a	small	dotted	
circle,	a	spiral	circle	design,	a	lovely	curved	linear	design	
and	last	but	not	least,	my	favorite,	a	vine/leaf	pattern.	

Once	again,	you	can’t	go	wrong	with	either	of	these	
fabric	lines.	Looking	for	blenders?	You	found	them.	Look-
ing	for	deep	rich	colors	in	multiple	color	ways?	You	found	
them.	What	can	I	say…I	want	them	all!

“Essentials” For Your Fabric Stash from P&B Textiles

	 Janice Moore is	the	winner	of	the	TAS	
2014	Give	Away	Quilt.	Janice	is	a	member	of	the	
Adirondack	Appliqué	Artists	Chapter.

The	quilt	was	made	by	the	following	members	
of	the	Sunshine	and	Shadows	Chapter	of	Sequim,	
Washington:	Betty	Piemme,	Murph	Gerber,	Sharon	
Blanken,	Janet	MacDonald,	Virginia	Elliott,	Elaine	
Lenox,	Karen	Clatanoff,	Loretta	Watkins	and		
Megan	Bergstein.	

	The	pattern	was	designed	by	Bunny	Leighton.	
Sunshine	and	Shadows	decided	to	add	the	bird	to	the	
center	of	the	blocks	representing	TAS.

Loretta	Bilow	put	the	blocks	and	sashing	
together	and	added	the	label.	And	then	it	was	quilted	
by	MaryAnn	Clayton.		
	 Thank you so very much to all who worked on 
this project. It is beautiful and your work and time is 
so much appreciated!
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Book Reviews & Notes
Color Play Second Edition
By: Joen Wolfrom
Published by: C&T Publishing
What makes a quilt unforgettable? Chances are it is the colors used to 

create the quilt. Effective use of color can take a quilt into a realm of its own. 
In “Color Play Second Edition” Joen Wolfrom has completely rewritten and 
reorganized the book to create a more workable and handy reference guide. 
Joan says... “Color is magical. It offers the power to communicate visually. It 
can create a sense of drama or peacefulness. It can evoke feelings of hap-
piness, excitement, fragility, calmness—almost anything. Knowing how color 
works gives you the ability to create beautiful, imaginative designs with the 
colors you love.” If you are struggling to use color then you must have this 
book. The book contains over 100 new quilt photos that illustrate how to 
effectively use color. It also includes swatches of tints, shades, and tones 
for all 24 colors in the Ives color wheel. You will soon be well on your way to 
mastering color theory including Transparency, Luminosity, Depth and more. 
This must have reference book is available at your favorite quilt shop, book 
distributor or directly from C&T Publishing. Price $29.95

Perfect Quilts for Precut Fabrics –  64 Patterns for Fat Quarters,   
 Charm Squares, Jelly Rolls, and Layer Cakes

Compiled by the folks at Martingale
Published by: Martingale / That Patchwork Place
Have you succumbed to the lure of the Precuts? With names like 

Charm Squares, Jelly Rolls and Layer Cakes, and don’t forget the appli-
quérs friend, the Fat Quarter, how can you resist. Now that you have added 
these precuts to your stash you are left wondering exactly how best to 
use these pieces. The folks at Martingale have gathered the most popular 
projects from their best selling books and assembled them into one fabu-
lous book called “Perfect Quilts for Precut Fabrics – 64 Patterns for Fat 
Quarters Charm Squares, Jelly Rolls, and Layer Cakes”. The projects are 
organized by the cut of fabric so if you have a ton of 5” Charm Squares you 
can page right to the section titled Charm Squares and see that there are 
23 quilt project that can be made using your charms. All the quilts in this 
book look like they would be fun to make but I was particularly attracted to 
the quilts that included appliqué.  All the instructions are clearly written and 
illustrated. The appliqué patterns are included for those quilts that contain 
appliqué. This book has over 250 pages and is priced at $28.99

           Rainy Day Teatime
           By:  Edyta Sitar for Laundry Basket Quilts
           Published by: Landauer Publishing, LLC
           Sometimes I like to explore new quilting techniques by working on 
smaller projects, that way I don’t feel so bad if I mess up. Edyta Sitar’s new 
book “Rainy Day Teatime” contains12 easy projects, most of which you can 
finish in an afternoon. Projects include place mats, curtains, pillows, table 
topper, apron, and a fabulous throw quilt. The appliqué method used is raw 
edge appliqué. Full size templates are included as well as step-by-step 
instructions with great photos of each step. Opportunities to learn include 
working with fusible web to create raw edge appliqué, develop precise 
scissor cutting skills, machine quilting and piecing a somewhat complicated 
block composed of four sections with fabric triangles similar to a Dresden 
plate. Have some fun experimenting with color and quilting while creating 
gifts for friends and family or just for yourself. Price $15.95
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One	of	the	favorite	features	of	the	newsletter	is	the	patterns.	We	could	not	offer	these	without	the	very	generous	
donations	from	TAS	members	who	donate	their	work	to	TAS	and	allow	us	to	use	the	patterns	as	fundraisers	for	a	year.	
I	would	like	to	encourage	everyone	to	support	our	pattern	designers.		To	that	end,	we	have	listed	our	pattern	donors	and	
their	contact	information	below.	If	you	enjoy	a	particular	pattern,	contact	the	pattern	designer	and	tell	her	“Thank-You”.

Do	not	forget	to	give	credit	where	credit	is	due	and	include	the	name	of	the	pattern	designer	on	your	quilt	label.	

Pattern Contributors, Thank-You!

Jeannie Austin 
E-mail: appliqueartist@yahoo.com

Connie Sue Haidle - Apple Blossom Quilts, 
www.appleblossomquilts.com
 
Nancy V. Enault, Lady Baltimore Designs 
512	Thoreau	Spring	Court	
Madison,	AL		35758	
E-mail: LadyBaltimore2@aol.com

Bunny Leighton	-	Bunny	Publications,	P.O.	Box	572,	
Williamsville,	NY			14231				Phone:	716-632-2011	or	
E-mail: bunnypublications@roadrunner.com
www.bunnypublications.com

Jaydee Price 
E-mail: jaydee@olypen.com

Kathy McNeil
www.kathymcneilquilts.com
E-mail: walrusdesigns@aol.com

Kathy Quinn Arroyo 
E-mail: pbjworks@me.com 
www.pbjworks.us 
 
Jane Zillmer 
E-mail: janezillmer@hotmail.com
www.janezillmer.com

Barbara Lambrecht 
24303	116th	Ave	W	
Woodway,	WA.	98020	
E-mail: balquilts@earthlink.net
 
Barbara J. Eikmeier 
E-mail: deikmeier@kc.rr.com 
or	call	me	at	913-727-2668

 

Book Reviews & Notes

 “Rainbow Nest-- A Story to Read, A Quilt to Make”,	written	by	
Edyta	Sitar	and	illustrated	by	Sue	Cornelison,	is	simply	charming.	For	
anyone	who	is	expecting	or	knows	someone	that	is;	this	little	story	book	
would	make	a	wonderful	gift,	especially	if	you	make	the	quilt	featured	in	
the	story	to	present	along	with	the	book.
	 The	books	illustrations	are	delightful	charcoal	illustrations	in	
vivid	colors	featuring	Edyta’s	own	fabric	collection.	The	story	is	one	of	
anticipation	as	a	young,	soon	to	be,	mother	makes	a	quilt	for	her	new	baby.		
Outside	her	window	Chelsea	the	Chickadee	is	busy	making	her	nest	too.
	 The	Rainbow	Nest	Quilt	featured	in	the	story	is	39”	square	and	is	
just	perfect	for	keeping	baby	warm.	The	quilt	features	a	center	appliquéd	
block	depicting	Chelsea	and	her	nest.	The	patterns	are	printed	full	size	and	
are	reversed	for	fusible	appliqué	as	the	appliqué	method	used	in	the	book	is	
raw	edge	appliqué.	You	can,	however,	use	your	favorite	appliqué	method.	
Just	remember	to	reverse	the	patterns	and	add	your	turn	under	allowance.
	 Once	the	center	block	is	completed	the	rest	of	the	quilt	is	made	
up	of	9-patch	blocks	and	alternating	plain	blocks.	The	center	block	is	15”	
square	and	the	entire	finished	quilt	is	39”	square.	This	quilt	will	go	together	
in	no	time	and	you	will	have	a	most	memorable	gift	for	a	new	mom.
	 “Rainbow Nest”	is	available	from	your	favorite	book	distributor	or	
quilt	shop	or	directly	from	Landauer	Publishing.	It	contains	32	pages,	has	a	
soft	cover	binding	and	is	priced	at	just	$12.95

A Special Book For A Special Time
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Entire contents of the TAS newsletter Copyright © 2015 by The Appliqué Society™ All Rights Reserved. 
No part of this newsletter may be reproduced in any way without the written permission of The Appliqué Society™

Contacting The Appliqué Society

AQS (American	Quilter’s	Society)
P.O.	Box	3290,	Paducah,	KY		42002-3290	
Phone:	1-800-626-5420	
Fax:	270-898-8890				E-mail:	order@AQSquilt.com
Website:	http://www.AQSquilt.com

C&T Publishing Inc. 
1651	Challenge	Drive,	Concord,	CA		94520-5206	
Phone:	1-800-284-1114					Int’l:	1-925-677-0377	
Fax:	925-677-0373					E-mail:	ctinfo@ctpub.com
Web:	http://www.ctpub.com

The resource file contains contact information for suppliers of items that appear in the newsletter. 
Landauer Publishing
3100	NW	101st	Street,	Suite	A				Urbandale,	IA		50322	
Phone:	1-800-557-2144		
Web:	http://www.landauercorp.com

Martingale  (That Patchwork Place) 
19021	120th	Ave	NE,	Suite	102		Bothell,	WA		98011	USA	
Phone:	1-800-426-3126						Int’l:	1-425-483-3313	
Fax:	1-425-486-7596	E-mail	info@martingale-pub.com
Web:	http://www.shopmartingale.com

For general information about TAS send an e-mail to: president@theappliquésociety.org	
TAS	President,	Virginia	Elliott:		president@theappliquésociety.org
Chapter	Administration,	Virginia	Elliott:		president@theappliquésociety.org
Chapter	Happenings,	Arelen	Beck:	president@theappliquésociety.org
	 please put “Chapter Happenings” in your subject line
Membership,	Loretta	Bilow:		membership@theappliquésociety.org
Newsletter	Editor,	Patti	Ives:	newsletter@theappliquésociety.org
Presentation	in	a	Box,	Jaydee	Price:		membership@theappliquésociety.org
	 please put “Presentation in a Box” in your subject line
Teachers/Designers/Authors,	Virginia	Elliott:	president@theappliquésociety.org
Project	Coordinator,	:	president@theappliquesociety.org
	 please put “Projects” in your subject line
Web	Master,	Jan	Wills:		webmaster@theappliquésociety.org

Board Officers
President:	Virginia	Elliott
Secretary:	Jan	Wills	
Treasurer:	Loretta	Bilow	
Bookkeeper:	Janet	Lenfant

Directors:
Kathryn	Wald				Eileen	Keane	
Jaydee	Price					

TAS Mailing Address is:
	 The	Appliqué	Society	®
	 P.O.	Box	89	
	 Sequim,	WA		98382-0089			
 www.theappliquésociety.org  
 Phone/Fax 1-800-597-9827    

 

1”

What’s This? 
Have	you	have	noticed	this	little	square	on	the	patterns?	This	is	put	there	as	a	guide.	When	you	print	out	the	
patterns	from	the	on-line	newsletter	your	patterns	print	to	fit	the	size	paper	you	have	in	your	printer.	If	you	
want	to	work	on	a	pattern	in	its	original	size	you	will	need	to	enlarge	the	pattern.	Measure	the	size	of	the	
square	on	your	printed	pattern	then	make	sure	the	square	on	your	enlargement	measures	1	inch.	To	help	you	
figure	what	percentage	you	will	be	enlarging	visit	the		
proportional	calculator	at:	http://www.theappliquésociety.org/just-appliqué/now-you-know/

The Resource File
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The Appliqué Society  Membership Application 
http://www.theappliquesociety.org 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________  

Address: _______________________________________________________  

City: ________________________________  State/Prov: __________zip __________+ 4________  
                                                                                                     (Required 9 number USA Zip Code) 
Country:    USA       Canada      International    
Telephone:   _________________________   E-Mail: _____________________________________________  
                                                                                                                (Please Print) 
If you belong to a chapter please include your chapter's name: ____________________________________  
 

Membership Membership #                                                    or  First Time Member        Amounts 

  (Includes a  US $25 (1 Year) *                          US Resident $50 (2 Year) *  

   Newsletter)  Canadian $30US (1 Year) *      Canadian $60US (2 Year) *   

    International $35US (1 Year) *     International 70US (2 Year) *    

Online Only (Newsletter is not received in the mail) – US, Canada or International   
  $25US (1 Year)          $50US (2 Year)  
TAS Pins Logo   US $6   Canadian $7US  International $7US  
 Special 10 year Anniversary Pin  US $6   Canadian/International  $7US    
Show Pins  
 

  US $6     Canadian/International  $7US 
  2001 Texas    2001 Ohio   2001 California   2001 Florida  

Newsletter Back issues of the newsletter   US $6      Canadian/International $7US  

  
 

           J/F     M/A     M/J     J/A     S/O    N/D         Year     ________ 
           J/F     M/A     M/J     J/A     S/O    N/D         Year     ________ 
Back issues beyond one year are only available if they are in stock 

 

TAS Shirts Sm     Med     Lrg     XLrg     XXLrg    XXXLrg   
 US/Canada/International $25 plus $5.95 shipping   
TAS Tote US/ $25US plus $8.95 shipping  Canadian/International  $25 plus $20.50  
Eula May Long 
Patterns 

 A    B    C 
$10 each  

 

                                                      Check# or Money Order                         Total $ 

 Checks payable to The Appliqué Society in US funds                           

VISA    Master Card     American Express    Discover 
Credit Card Number: _________________________________ Exp. Date ____/_______ 
Name on Credit Card______________________________________________________ 
Signature: _____________________________________________________________   
Amount Charged $ _________________________   * Verification number _____________ 

*Add the verification number from the front or back of your card 

 

 
* If you receive your newsletter in the mail, you also have access to the newsletter online. 

 

Leave Blank for Office Use 
N       R                # 
Int.       Canada       
Pin       Pattern    
Date       NL     

Mail to: 
 The Appliqué Society 
 P.O. Box 89 
 Sequim, WA  98382-0089 
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Please check your mailing label to know 

when your membership expires.

Meet the Candidates from page 3

	

Calling all teachers, designers, and authors! 
	TAS needs you on our TDA page.
This is a free resource guide for our members and  

a great way to network with your students.

Just go to TAS website, click on the TDA link and answer the prompts.  
You will need your member number.       It is as easy as that!

Dee Pitthan — Rockford, Illinois.  I am originally from Columbus, Ohio, lived in Nebraska for 4 ½ years and 
eventually moved to Illinois in 1972.  I have been quilting for about 37 years and appliquéing about thirty. I 
am a charter member of the Sinnissippi Quilters and now a member of the Stateline Appliquérs and served 
in a few capacities on the board including President in 1994/95, chairman of one of our biennial quilt shows. 
I designed the last three fundraising quilts for the guild.  Currently I am serving as vice President and Vendor 
Chair for our quilt Show in May.  I owned a quilt shop from 1986 until 1992 and before that managed two 
Hallmark Stores in the area.  My most satisfying accomplishment was serving on the board of the National 
Quilting Association, a not-for-profit national organization, and eventually as President from 2000-2002. That 
position included recruiting board members and committee chairmen from across the country.  At that time the 
annual NQA Show travelled to a different city every year and meant working with guild members in the area as 
our co-sponsors.  I met a lot of wonderful people and made many lasting friendships. Appliqué is my first love 
as far as quilting goes.
Mary Ann Bettner —  I took my first appliqué class 11 years ago, and realized appliqué was to be my passion. 
I am particularly interested in the Baltimore Album style. I have been fortunate to have received instruction from 
many great appliqué instructors including Elly Sienkiewicz, Jeanne Sullivan, Nancy Kerns, Nadine Thompson, 
and Georgann Wrinkle. My current TAS mission is to work with appliqué academies and their instructors to 
help promote TAS to appliqué enthusiasts. I am currently a member of The Kitsap Quilters and our local TAS 
chapter, The Port Gamble Appliquers.  I have been a TAS member since 2004. I was born and raised in Chel-
an, Washington. My husband Jim and I have been married for 27 years and reside in Port Ludlow, Washington. 
I flew for Northwest Airlines as a Flight Attendant for 27 years and retired in 2002.  


