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Our mission is to promote, teach, and encourage the love of ALL types of appliqué in quilting.  

May / June— Volume 26 - Number 3 

Meet the Artist:  Rhue Burchard Luna  

Rhue you have beautiful quilts.  I was in awe of your talent when I 

saw your work on Facebook on “Celebrate Hand Quilting”.  Thank 

you for agreeing to do this interview.   

You have beautiful and unique original designs.  Please tell us your 

journey in Applique and your design process. Tell us, also, about 

some of your other quilt interests too. 

** Your Rat quilt I read were drawings your son made.  I also read 

that he has pet Rats and these patterns are the results of his draw-

ings. Tell us the story about this, and also, the process, you did to 

get them into applique. 

Actually, they were pet rats and my son loves to draw cartoons.   So, 

he drew cute rats in different positions and I saw patterns in them 

just looking at the 

drawings.  I take the 

drawings and print 

them out the size I 

want and make quilt 

pieces from there.   I 

add needle turn al-

lowances to them 

and layer the pieces 

as I go.  The embroi-

dery is last, outlining 

and adding lines. 
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**Tell us about your “42 windows” quilt. How did your design come about? Tell us stories of the 

patterns you chose. 

When completing the quilt I counted the blocks and there were 42 and that's where I got the name.   I 

was inspired by old antique quilts I researched.   I loved the old fashioned look of them.   Some were 

from those ideas and some just came to mind as I laid out the blocks.   I had no plan on size or number of 

blocks.   I'm sure that's not the usual way but I am not usual.  The designs are random and not related 

too much.   I love to applique so I was just eager to dig in.   Subjects don't seem important to me at the 

time.   This one was in The American Quilt Society book for the Paducah Kentucky AQS quilt show in 

2010. It was a Semi-finalist. 
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** Tell us about your “Nature’s Bounty”. The process and reason you made this quilt. 

Nature’s Bounty was done the same way as "42 Windows.”    I just did what was on my mind.    I put a 

flower or nature block between the randomly designed blocks.   The bee block became very popular as a 

pattern.   I just needed something to applique and don't use purchased patterns like most others do.  I 

get more pleasure out of designing my own blocks, one at a time.   No plan once again except for the 

blocks in between are somewhat planned.   Patterns available on Etsy by following this link (you may 

need to copy/paste the link in a browser):  

https://www.etsy.com/shop/quiltingwithrhue?

fbclid=IwAR19y5BKGRIOgAfGfl7qU4va_67FCHE019u9MkOjRfa2_U5oA2F_ButvRgo  

** You also have a Cats quilt that I would love to hear the story behind.  

 I made the cat quilt with my granddaughter Miranda.    I found a similar pattern but added a tail on 

the side.  She was visiting me at the time and she chose the fabrics from my stash.   Then, she helped 

me put them in place.   For the eyes we put buttons.   Normally, I don't add buttons but they did look 

pretty as eyes.    She loves cats so much and this made her happy.   That was the plan. 

**You say you love Red and Green quilts and you made one with green peacocks.  Tell about your 

love of red and green.  

I love all contrasting colors.   The peacock I did was just one block I showed with the red and green 

idea.   I paint also, so I see the need for contrast of colors and darks and lights.   It makes a major 

difference when you do that right.  My friends used to call me red and green because that is the only 

colors I used in quilts. I made this quilt top inspired from a photo of an antique quilt. I did draft the 

pattern myself except for the tiny birds in the tree, hand appliquéd. It will be hand quilted soon. 

https://www.etsy.com/shop/quiltingwithrhue?fbclid=IwAR19y5BKGRIOgAfGfl7qU4va_67FCHE019u9MkOjRfa2_U5oA2F_ButvRgo
https://www.etsy.com/shop/quiltingwithrhue?fbclid=IwAR19y5BKGRIOgAfGfl7qU4va_67FCHE019u9MkOjRfa2_U5oA2F_ButvRgo
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Nature’s Bounty 

Cats Quilt 
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**I also saw that you made 2 Dear Jane quilts.  Some of us are fortunate to finish one, how did you com-

plete 2 and why? 

Dear Jane was a challenge.    The book only had drawings so you needed to make your own patterns.   In 

cutting out the quilt I cut 2 of everything because I figured I'd make more than one.   I tried to get as close to 

the colors as Jane did in hers.    I was happy they came out so close.   The vintage prints really helped with 

that.   I see now that others have made patterns since I did those.    So it may be easier now. 

**You have the most interesting way that you did a New York Beauty quilt.  Tell us about your interest in 

making quilts different. 

There is just something about not making mine just like the patterns of others.   It's like I just have to change 

them to make them my own.   And I don't do much planning.   I like scrappy quilts so I tend to have a lot of 

color in most of mine.   I don't want to make something that you can buy at a store.   It needs to be differ-

ent.  Just the way I am.  

**I have read that you love Hand Quilting and tell us why you love this technique. 

 I have done machine quilts also.   Sitting at the machine and sewing repeated designs over and over was a 

bit boring.   I like to sit on my chair with something to sew without it being a chore.   If it's pieced I just like 

placing the design on a flannel board and sewing by hand.   I have finished a lot of quilts doing it this way 

Red and Green peacock quilt 
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NY Beauty 
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NY Beauty 

where I wouldn't have using my machine.   I also sew the blocks in rows and quilt them by sections so I 

can do it on my lap.   I don't use a hoop, I just pin baste and quilt holding it in my lap.   Others say they 

haven't seen that before.   I connect the rows to make the completed quilt by sewing a seam of the 

quilt top pieces and slip stitching along the back.    I also use up light colored fabrics for the back-

ings.   So they aren't in one piece.     With Nature’s Bounty I appliqued the edge pieces and attached 

them after quilting them in the same way as the main pieces, then binding. 

**I see that you have an online pattern business.  Please tell us about this and how can we purchase 

your patterns. 

I only have one quilt that has patterns so far.    I made the Rattie quilt pattern but have not put it into 

pdf files yet.   My son will do that for me. I hope to have the patterns on Etsy the first part of May 

2020.    Nature’s Bounty is on Etsy and I sell the separate blocks or the whole pattern.   I made the 

patterns up so they aren't professionally done.   But so far people seem to like them.    They are pdf 

downloads and then the customer prints them out on their own.   This way I have no printing and mail-

ing to do. 

https://www.facebook.com/QuiltingWithRhue  

https://www.etsy.com/shop/quiltingwithrhue?

fbclid=IwAR19y5BKGRIOgAfGfl7qU4va_67FCHE019u9MkOjRfa2_U5oA2F_ButvRgo  

https://www.facebook.com/QuiltingWithRhue
https://www.etsy.com/shop/quiltingwithrhue?fbclid=IwAR19y5BKGRIOgAfGfl7qU4va_67FCHE019u9MkOjRfa2_U5oA2F_ButvRgo
https://www.etsy.com/shop/quiltingwithrhue?fbclid=IwAR19y5BKGRIOgAfGfl7qU4va_67FCHE019u9MkOjRfa2_U5oA2F_ButvRgo
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** You also do Painted Rocks, tell us more about this. 

I am part of the “Paint Rocks” group. We don't sell them on the rock group.   They are done to hide for 

someone to find or give to a person that needs a lift. I have painted hundreds of them.   But have been 

quilting recently. 

paintrocks.org   It's a private group that you have to join,  like the other groups. 

 

 

See more pictures of Rhue’s quilts and her rocks 

are on the member only section of the TAS Web-

site. 

-Anita Smith 
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President’s Message 
Anita M. Smith 

TAS Founder/President 

 

Unique names, unique applique and talent all in one package.  I 

love learning about people and why they do what they do. This 

newsletter I found a wonderful talented lady, Rhue, on my Face-

book quilt groups I am a part of.  The world is full of creative 

people and we have the joy of finding them now with the tech-

nology of the internet.   

We have a few new ways you can connect with some really fun 

applique adventures.  Check out the Alphabet BOM and you can 

view the growing list of pictures on the TAS website “members 

only” section. We have some great creative people in TAS. 

This year we will be growing the TAS Board of directors.  We will 

add 3 new Directors and we have some new Board to vote on in 

this newsletter. Check out the ballot to vote online.  There are 

exciting things planned for the future of TAS and the enthusiasm 

is growing. Please do renew as soon as you can to help our mem-

bership and treasurer VOLUNTEERS to be able to get your infor-

mation up to date for all the future events we have going in TAS. 

As of writing this letter we had an online class with Helen Stub-

bings. There was a good turn out and I was excited to see she 

was from Tasmania.  For those of you who did not make the 

meeting, the video will be up for viewing for a short time on the 

TAS website in the members only section.  

 

With kind regards, 

Anita M Smith 
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2021—2022 TAS Ballot 

It’s annual election time and your vote is very important!  At least 5% of the membership must vote for 

the election of an official.  Please vote online using the link below or by printing this ballot and returning 

by mail to the address below.  Candidate biographies were published in the March  / April 2021 news-

letter which can be accessed on the TAS website; members only section. 

 

Board Officers—these positions are one-year terms, expiring May 1, 2022, so please vote for each posi-

tion.  An unmarked box is counted as a no vote. 

 

• President: Anita M. Smith    Yes     No   

• Vice President: Dana Doerfler    Yes     No   

• Treasurer: Chery Gratt     Yes     No   

• Secretary:  Kathy Delaney     Yes     No   

 

TAS Directors: 

Director positions are three year terms, expiring June 30,2024.  Incument directors Sharon Dziekan, Ei-

leen Keane and Colleen O’Kane ar not up for re-election this year.  TAS Bylaws currently allow up to eight 

directors to participate on the board. 

 

• Director: Arlene Beck     Yes     No   

• Director: Darlene Donohue    Yes     No   

• Director: Katherine (Katie) McMullen   Yes     No   

• Director: Susan Mattucks     Yes     No   

 

Ballots must be submitted electronically or postmarked no later than May 20, 2021.  

 

To vote online, click here:  
 
The Applique Society 2021-2022 Ballot (google.com)  
 
To vote by mail, return ballot to: 
 
The Applique Society 
P.O. Box 1593 
Freeland, WA  98249-1593 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScOouV-UVnCPmT5Z9k-na96TGsk3-X6F1vh
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScOouV-UVnCPmT5Z9k-na96TGsk3-X6F1vhlUNZPQwzK4ldqw/viewform
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Calendar of Events 

Below is a schedule of upcoming TAS meetings, academies, and other appliqué-

related events.  If you are aware of others that you would like to share, please email 

them to webmaster@theappliquesociety.org  for inclusion on our website and in 

future editions of the newsletter. 

TAS Meetings 

May 15, 2021, 2 pm EST – Lori Lee Triplett, “Red & Green Quilts for Christmas…
NOT!” 

June 26, 2021, 2 pm EST – Sharyn Mellors, “A Whimsical Journey of Imperfection 
and Quilting Angels in a Perfectly Pointed World” 

July 17, 2021, 2 pm EST – Julie Silber, “”Dearest Quilts” 

August 12, 2021, 7 pm EST – Michelle Yeo Trunk Show 

September 23, 2021, 7 pm EST (TBC) – Kathy Doughty, “Organic Applique” 

TAS Stitch Alongs  

Horn of Plenty Stitch Along - Monthly, 3rd Tuesday, 7 pm EST  

Exploring the Alphabet BOM – Monthly, Last Sunday, 3 pm EST  

Other Events 

Baltimore on the Prairie—September 8-11, 2021—Nebraska City, NE (Visit 
www.baltimoreontheprairie.com for more information.) 

Are you an applique professional that is interested in presenting a program for TAS?  
We are currently working to fill the 2022 schedule and would love to support our 
members. If you are interested in delivering a Zoom presentation at a monthly 
meeting please contact Dana Doerfler at TASMeetings@gmail.com. 

mailto:webmaster@theappliquesociety.org
http://www.baltimoreontheprairie.com
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Chapter Happenings 

The home of the Duke City Appliquers is Albuquerque, New Mexico in the heart of the Rio Grande 

Valley and home of the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta. 

The Duke City Appliquers (DCA) has been in existence since October of 2004 and was created by a lo-

cal quilt shop owner so that a group that was interested in applique could meet and grow. 

The DCA meets on the second Sunday of the month in the afternoon at The Quilt Works.  The Quilt 

Works has been hosting the group from the beginning and continues to host the meetings today. 

The DCA is participating guild in the Albuquerque Fiber Arts Fiesta; a biannual event held in the late 

spring or early summer of odd years and has sponsored the Quilt Division’s Applique Awards.  They 

set up a booth the demonstrate applique to the Fiesta attendees and showcase their members work 

and the quilts their members make.  Many members enter their quilts in the Fiesta’s Quilt Division 

and have won many awards. They attend and demonstrate applique at the Albuquerque Folk Arts Fes-

tival and the Albuquerque Hispanic Cultural Center with other needle artists. 

The meetings have evolved from a simple sit and stitch to programs and events. They still sit and 

stitch today.  Show and tell is encouraged, not required.  Quarterly a themed 9” x 9” block exchange is 

held where members look forward to getting different fabrics for their stash.  DCA holds two events 

during the year, a summer formal tea and the annual Holiday treats and gift exchange. 

For programs – members research any new techniques, books and patterns. They, in turn, bring the 

information to the group and/or teach the technique such as stitching skinny stems, wool applique or 

back basting. 

Baltimore and Bali - Susan Lander  Hop to It—Marge Martinez 
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Chapter Happenings (con’t.) 

International Sue – Marge Martinez Afternoon Delight – Olive Murray 

The most notable event that is held annually is the annual project for raffle at the December 

meeting.   At the beginning of the year, several applique patterns are shown the group, they in 

turn vote on two projects.  The group tries to pick applique quilt patterns that have at least twenty 

or more blocks to it.  There have been a couple of times where the group combined two 12 block 

patterns so everyone could have a chance to do a block. Once the patterns are selected, a mem-

ber is selected to keep track of the project.  Backgrounds are selected, cut and set up for the 

group to sign up for a particular block.   Once the projects are selected the leader is tasked with 

getting permission from the designer to make copies if needed or buy more patterns for the 

group.  (Most designers are delighted and give us permission to make copies.) The members sign 

up to do one/two or more blocks for the quilt project.   Once the block is completed it is turned 

back to the project leader and this is your raffle ticket to win the entire quilt.  This gives everyone 

a chance to work on a particular quilt if they do not have time to do a complete one.  The DCA has 

been doing this event since 2008, and many quilts have been won by members.  A few of them 

have been completed, others are waiting to be completed. 

Now days the DCA meets via Zoom, and all the members are looking forward to being together in 

person in the future. 
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Book Reviews 

Jump into Wool Applique 

By Carrie J. Buck 

This little book is perfect for wool applique begin-

ners, but more advanced stitchers will enjoy the 

projects as well. They are small enough to be porta-

ble, so the stitching can be enjoyed anywhere.  

Ms. Buck gives alternatives for construction-she us-

es freezer paper but explains how to use fusible 

web. She prefers the whip stitch but shows how to 

do the blanket stitch.  

There are six projects in the book; none require a lot 

of supplies. Children interested in learning wool ap-

plique and simple embroidery can be taught easily 

using these patterns.  

Hand Sewing  

By Becky Goldsmith 

Becky Goldsmith, better known as one half of the Piece O’Cake Designs team, has really come into her 

own over the past several years. Here we have her newest work, Hand Sewing.  

As Becky herself writes, “When you make a quilt by hand, you touch every piece of fabric-a lot! You will 

find yourself forming a very personal relationship with the cloth, noticing textures, colors, and patterns 

in a different way. Your quilt becomes a very dear friend.” 

Although this book is about one quilt, there are many techniques covered in it: hand applique, wool ap-

plique, English paper piecing, traditional hand piecing and hand quilting. Everyone is covered in depth, 

so even a beginner can complete the blocks.  

From knots to threads to seam allowances to binding, Becky covers them all. The tools needed for each 

technique in the book are covered one at a time. There are dozens of photos to help those of us who 

are visual learners as well. 

The hand quilting process is the icing on the cake; this quilt is not so big that it is manageable to sit with 

a needle, thread and hoop. 

This is a book to be read and absorbed before making the quilt. Enjoy the slow stitching  

- Eileen Keane 
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Teacher Spotlight—Barb Vedder 

Since TAS is a global organization can you tell us where you are from and some life background? 
 

I live in a coastal Connecticut town.  I lived in suburban Chicago for 

the first 40 years of my life and still consider it home.   My mother 

taught me sewing, knitting, and needlework.  At six years old, my  

first sewing machine was a tiny pink electric model. It was set up on a 

TV tray and  I used it to make clothes for my trolls and Barbie Dolls. 

 

Tell us about your quilting journey.  How long have you been 
quilting; who taught you?  What drew you to applique? 
 

I’ve been quilting for over 30 years.  Like many, my first quilt was a 

baby quilt which I made for my son, Andrew.  I fell in love with quilting and immersed myself in all as-

pects of it; classes, guilds, shows,  magazines and books. 

 

My most influential teacher, mentor and friend was Gwen Marston.  She formed my early days in cre-

ating my own work.  Her friendship and encouragement have had a lasting influence on my practice and 

process.   Like her, I look to our foremothers and their quilt making styles and patterns to inspire me. 

 

Applique allows me to create quilts that are one of a kind and very often tell a story of my life, or com-

memorate a personal or public event.  It allows for total freedom of design, expression  and execution. 

 

What is your favorite quilt that you have made, and it’s ok to have more than one! 
 

My Mother’s Garden is favorite.  I made it to commemorate the 20th anniversary of her death. 
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My Jubilee Quilt is one that I am proud of.  It’s all hand done with stuffed berries. 

Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious is a quilt with over 100 motifs and was great fun to make. 
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Song of the Sparrow is a more recent finish  with used leftover elements of 30 years of applique and fea-

tures a moniker of my work; the sparrow. 

What is your preferred method of applique? 
 

Needle turn is how I learned and is still my fa-

vorite but I employ all techniques and it really 

depends on the project.  I do especially like fin-

ished edge machine top stitch for stems and 

circles. 

 

What style of quilting or genre of quilts to you 

gravitate towards? 

That is really a tough question, I do all types of 

applique and all  my passion for quilting ex-

tends to all styles, methods and genres includ-

ing modern, liberated, heirloom, folk, contem-

porary – you name it, I like it! 

 

What are your favorite tools / tips / tricks? 
 

I applique with silk thread conditioned with beeswax and long thin needles such as millners or straw.    I 

have 2 sterling silver thimbles from TJLang.  I use one for applique and one for quilting and I can’t stitch 

without them. 

 

What do you teach? 
 

I teach a variety of workshops including hand applique’, hand quilting, pattern free applique and top stitch 

applique.  I also teach liberated pieced quilting and traditional precision piecing.   My workshops teach stu-

dents techniques and design and encouragement to make original work. 

 

I also enjoy lecturing on a number of quilting topics to share my passion and to inspire others. 

 

How can folks find you on Social Media? 
I can be found at www.funwithbarb.com and all social media platforms as Barb Vedder or Fun With Barb. 

- Sharon Dziekan 

http://www.funwithbarb.com
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Then and Now –Carolyn Burgess 

In reviewing the TAS newsletter archives I see that you contributed an adorable Owl pattern in 

2015, and a series of Christmas block patterns all through 2017 (BTW … that Christmas quilt just 

went on my “must make” list!). 

 
I also took some time to poke through your website, Laser Cut Appliques & Quilt Kits | Custom 
Cutting Services (appliquesquiltsandmore.com)  and was amazed by the variety of laser cut pre-cut 
pieces you offer! 
 
Can you catch us up with what you have been doing since we last heard from you? 

 Well.... up until 2020, I had been vending in several quilt shows, some large like AQS Paducah, 

Grand Rapids, and the Original Sewing Expo, as well as some small, local quilt guild shows.  I also 

do a lot more custom laser cutting for customers looking for something specific, and they will send 

me a picture.  And as long as it’s not copyrighted, I usually can cut it for them.   Since I’ve started 

several collaborations with other designers, I have starting cutting appliques for them as well. 

I’ve also designed several quilts for Ovarian Cancer Awareness.  Some of which were donated to 

the MD Anderson Ovarian Quilt Auction in 2017 & 2019.  and I have a new one just sent for the 

2021 auction. 

https://www.appliquesquiltsandmore.com/
https://www.appliquesquiltsandmore.com/
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Then and Now (cont’d.) 

HOPE was the first quilt donated.  It was a rag quilt, and raised $375.00 for the cause. 

The second Ovarian Cancer quilt was called “Each Day is a Gift”.  This quilt was donated to our local Ovari-

an Cancer Fundraiser OROC*  OutRun Ovarian Cancer, which  supports 

Ovarian Cancer research, awareness and education in Northeast Ohio. 

The quilt donated for the 2019 auction was called “Wings of Hope”.  It 

raised $1000 in 4 bids for Ovarian Cancer research.  It toured with the 

Center to quilt shows throughout the year before the auction, and was 

a favorite among the staff.   We sold patterns & kits not only in the eal 

for Ovarian Cancer but pink, orange & purple as well.  NOTE: Appliques, 

Quilts and More supports awareness for local and national charities 
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Then and Now (cont’d.) 

and will donate $5.00 to OROC* for every 

“Wings of Hope” quilt kit or pattern pur-

chased.  

The kits for these quilts come precut with 

your choice of fusible or without in teal, 

pink, orange or purple.  They include every-

thing laser precut, appliques pieces, back-

ground fabric, borders & bindings.  Only 

backing fabric & batting fabric is needed.  

NOTE: Appliques, Quilts and More supports 

awareness for local and national charities 

and will donate $5.00 to OROC* for every 

“Wings of Hope” quilt kit or pattern pur-

chased. 

 

This year’s quilt is called Angels of Hope.  It was just sent last week to the MD Anderson Cancer Center 

for the upcoming auction in Oct/Nov.  And we hope it does in raising funds for Ovarian Cancer as the 

Wings of Hope quilt did.  Kits are available for quilt as well as a pattern & we will also donated $5.00 to 

OROC for each kit or pattern sold.  
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Just how many different laser shapes do you offer?   

I have over 1000 appliques or silhouettes in various sizes.  Many of my silhouettes and appliques come from suggestions from 

customers or something I had recently seen that sparked my interest.  My favorite time of the year is Christmas, so I have a lot 

of Christmas quilt kits.  Nativity Quilt and my Baltimore Express quilt (the one I donated the pattern for) are the 2 largest.  

Most of my newer quilt designs tend to be for wall hangings.  Like Winter Memories, Christmas Lantern, Holiday Reflections to 

name a few. 

Can you tell us about the Quilt Block Mania that you are participating in?  Because all of us pattern/

quilt designers were in the same boat in 2020, we decided to participate in several collaborations which 

Then and Now (cont’d.) 

January—Romance February—Lucky Charms March—Flowers April—Rain 

have been very successful for everyone who has or is participating.   Quilt Block Mania is the brainchild 

of Carolina Moore, from Always Expect Moore.  We are given a color palette and a theme each month, 

then try to create a design that would fit into a 12” finished block.  These designs would be free for the 

designated month, then the designs could be purchased as a pattern or as a precut kit.  These are the 

designs for 2021.  Laser precut kits or patterns for my designs are still available for previous months on 

the website under the category “Quilt Block Mania”. 

 Do most people order their laser cut shapes with or without the fusible?  

 I would say it’s about 70% fusible and 30% without.  especially if the designs are intricate or are small. 
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Any tips you can share for hand applique stitchers for using laser cut shapes?   

My laser cut shapes are designed for raw edge applique.  I don’t do needle turn, so I can’t offer any tips 

there.   My patterns do specify; however, that the designs are created for raw edge applique, and if they 

wish to do needle turn, they would have to add ¼" of fabric to allow for turning under.  Not certain how 

that works for silhouettes or appliques that have cutouts throughout the design.    Because some of the 

silhouettes are quite intricate, there’s a disclaimer on those designs indicating some difficulty in securing 

the appliques to the background fabric without fusible.  But there are those brave individuals who give it 

a try.  The Native American Quilt is a great example of silhouettes that I don’t recommend customers pur-

chase without fusible.  But there are those who will.  

Then and Now (cont’d.) 

Find Applique Quilts  and More on their website: www.appliquequiltsandmore.com 

On Facebook: search for Applique Quilts and More 

On Instagram:  Applique.Quilts.and.More 

-Sharon Dziekan 
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Exploring the Alphabet BOM  

The response to our new  BOM, Exploring the Alphabet, has been fantastic and we love seeing your 
completed blocks on the TAS website Members only area and our Facebook Group! 

 

One of the patterns selected to be featured for the 
Alphabet BOM is Little Chicks ABCs by Bonnie Sulli-
van of All Through the Night.  Bonnie’s website 
(https://allthroughthenight.net)  offers a wide vari-
ety of patterns, cross stich, supplies and notions.  
Arlene Beck had the opportunity to catch up with 
Bonnie and get some interesting insight to her 
quilting and textile journey.   

 

It is a pleasure to have you as our featured design-
er for the beginning of our Exploring the Alphabet 
Block of the Month initiative.    Your website says 
you started as a penny rug pattern company and 
have expanded to include quilt, cross stitch and 
other fiber arts patterns and you now design fabric 
for the quilting industry.   What a journey that 
must have been and continues to be.  We would 
like to ask you a few questions so we can share in 
your journey.   Before we start, we would like to 
share what you have been through this last year.  Bonnie lives in Oregon and she lost her home and 
studio in the Oregon wildfires on Labor Day 2020.  She is now dealing with the aftermath of the fire – 
trees are being logged, clean up should be starting soon, tiny houses are being built and she hopes hers 
will be delivered to her property in March.  Now onto more pleasant things.   

 

Can you tell us a bit more of your background and what inspired you to become a quilter? 

I've always loved textiles and remember making Barbie and Troll doll clothes in a craft area that my 
mother set up for my sisters and myself when we were young. My mother also taught 4-H sewing 
where I learned the basics. My grandmother Ruby, and my mother Marjorie, were both quilters and I 
remember them having quilting frames set up in their homes with women quilting, talking, and laugh-
ing. They are wonderful memories. I was introduced to wool applique around 2000 and fell in love with 
the medium. I designed several penny rug patterns and vended at my first Quilt Market in Kansas City in 
2002. 

 

What was your first applique project?  

My first applique project was a perfectly hideous chicken quilt I made for my sister Kathy when I was 
probably around 12. I don't think that quilt is around any longer (at least I hope not!) The first applique 
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pattern I designed for Quilt Market is called, "Dash Away". It's still one of my favorite patterns and is still 
for sale on my website. 

 

Do you have a favorite applique method? 

 

Most of the applique I do is raw edge as I still work quite a bit with 
wool. When I began working with wool, I would just pin my ap-
plique pieces in place and whipstitch around them. I have been us-
ing fusible web to adhere my pieces before stitching for the past 
several years. Either way works just fine. Sometimes, if the wool is 
a little looser weave, fusible web does help to keep the outside 
edge from fraying. When I raw edge applique using my 'Woolies' 
flannel, I always use a fusible web (my favorite is Shades Soft Fuse). 
When I whipstitch the applique pieces in place (wool or flannel), I 
use regular sewing thread or one strand of embroidery floss in a 
color that matches the applique piece and keep the stitches per-
pendicular to the edge. I also keep my stitches a generous 1/8" in 
length (to help prevent pulling threads close to the edge) and about 
1/8" apart. 

 

We discovered your Little Chick’s ABC’s Alphabet pattern and we thought it would be a perfect  option 
for our members if they wanted to join us for the BOM. 

What inspired you to design this particular pattern?   

 

I'm not sure what my inspiration for this pattern was. Perhaps the desire to be a grandmother someday. 
I have always loved alphabet themed things and thought the little chicks were just very happy and inno-
cent. My grandmother had made me an alphabet quilt when I was born and I loved it. I will have to re-
make it someday as it was one of my favorite possessions that was lost in the fire. 

 

As with most applique patterns, any technique can be used, but this pattern has been published for fusi-
ble applique.  Is fusible applique your preferred method of applique? 

 

As I mentioned earlier, the fusible web technique seems to be my go to method for raw edge applique 
these days. I have done a few flannel applique projects where I did turn under the edges. In that case, I 
usually like to prepare my pieces using the freezer paper and starch method. My mother does excellent 
needle turn applique and I suppose I was a bit intimidated by it. However, the traditional appliquing that 
I have done with the 'Woolies' flannel has been very rewarding. The stitches also seem to disappear into 
the pile of the flannel so it makes it a bit easier. 

Exploring the Alphabet BOM (cont’d.) 
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Your website has numerous wool applique patterns.  What drew you to wool? 

 

A friend introduced me to working with wool several years ago and I fell in love with the feel of the wool, 
the rich colors of hand dyed wool, and how easy it was to work with. Since then, I've been collecting wool 
and had quite a large variety of colors and textures. I just loved looking at them and touching them! I'm 
starting to collect again but I miss my stash! 

 

Do you have a favorite color that you find yourself using in every 
quilt? 

 

I tend to work mostly on a black background. I love the way it makes 
the colors of the applique pieces pop! Greens and reds also seem to 
appear in most of my work. 

 

Do you have a favorite applique tip that you would like to share with 
our members? 

 

I think my tip for raw edge applique is what I mentioned before - keep 
your stitches a generous 1/8" in length, 1/8" apart, and perpendicular 
to the edge of the applique piece. And, use a thread color that match-
es the applique piece. Then, have lots of fun with embellishment stitching using a heavier thread like perle 
cotton. 

 

Do you have a special must have ‘tool’ that you just couldn’t be without in your sewing kit? 

 

I can't think of a tool off hand (although I'm sure I'll think of something later). As I mentioned, I do love 
Shades soft fuse for my fusible web. It is very light weight and doesn't gum up my needle. 

 

Can you tell us what projects you are currently working on? 

 

Recently I designed an exclusive Block of the Month for the Threads of Folkart facebook group. The Block 
of the Month is called, "Simple Blessings" and was a lot of fun to do. The "Woolies" have also been recent-
ly 'refreshed' and I have enjoyed designing patterns using precuts. 

 

Exploring the Alphabet BOM (cont’d.) 
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Exploring the Alphabet BOM (cont’d.) 

Can you tell us what your plans are for the future?  Do you have any 
future projects on the drawing board? 

 

As of late, I've been quite overwhelmed dealing with all things fire 
related and haven't had the time I would like to do much designing 
with wool but I am looking forward to getting back to my passion. 

 

Bonnie, is there anything you would like to add? 

 

I feel very fortunate to have been able to work doing something that 
I love. I enjoy being with other creative people and am inspired and 
energized by their ideas and enthusiasm. 

 

You can purchase Bonnie’s Little Chick’s ABC’s pattern on her web-
site - All Through the Night.(www.allthroughthenight.net). While 
there take a look around, you can find quilt patterns, penny rug 
patterns and patterns with preprinted panels, as well as cross stitch 
patterns, threads and lots of other goodies for sale.  

 

Thank you for your time and we hope that 2021 will be a much 
better year for you and your family. 

-Arlene Beck 

Let’s Go Shopping 

As more and more folks start to travel, they are dusting off their to-go 

stitching kits.  This gadget was in my Christmas stocking this past year and 

while I was initially skeptical, I have found it very helpful and handy to 

have!   The Clover Dome Threaded Needle Case allows you to pre-thread 

up to 10 needles (pro tip: don’t knot the thread at the end!) and carry 

them without fear of getting pricked or lost and the thread does not get 

tangled!  When you are ready, pull out the needle and the thread comes 

unwound; add a knot at the end and you are ready to stitch.   

There’s a great video from the Fat Quarter Shop on how to use this novel 

needle holder:  Clover Dome Threaded Needle Case - YouTube  

-Sharon Dziekan 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgCxW0Birc4
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General Information Anita M. Smith Please contact the President at:                      

president@theappliquesociety.org 

Membership Coleen O’Kane Please contact Membership at:                      
membership@theappliquesociety.org 

Web Master Coleen O’Kane Please contact the Webmaster at:                   
webmaster@theappliquesociety.org 

Newsletter Editor Sharon Dziekan Please contact the Editor at:                         
newsletter@theappliquesociety.org 

 
Mailing Address: 
 

The Appliqué Society ® 

P.O. Box 1593 

Freeland, WA 98249-1593 

 

Website:  www.theappliquesociety.org  

Contacting The Appliqué Society 

Board Officers: 

 

President 
  
Vice President 
  
Secretary 
  
Treasurer 

Anita Smith 
  
Dana Doerfler 
  
Kathy Delaney 
  
Katherine McMullen 

Directors: 

 

  Eileen Keane 
  
Coleen O’Kane 
  
Dee Pitthan 

TAS Facebook Groups: 

 https://www .f acebook.com/group s/608303619190226/  - open to TAS members only 

 https://www .f acebook.com/group s/205292649964358/ - Appliqué Open Form, open to the public 
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