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Our mission is to promote, teach, and encourage the love of ALL types of appliqué in quilting.  

March / April— Volume 26 - Number 2 

Meet the Artist:  Annette Johnston 

Thank you Annette, for agreeing to answer the questions I have for The Applique Society interview.  

I met Annette on Facebook where many very talented Applique lovers share their quilts and their sto-

ries.  Annette is from Alberta Canada.  I love the fact that we can get to know people from around the 

world via the internet and social media. I was in awe of her talent and her love of traditional applique.  

Annette Johnston one woman quilt show – Epic Applique 

**When did you start your journey in Applique? Did you learn on your 

own or from a teacher? 

I started appliqueing very early on in my quilting journey.  I started 

quilting in 1991.  Within two years, my trusty old Bernina bit the dust, so 

I started looking for someone to teach me how to applique by hand.  I 

have never liked the sound of a machine of any sort, so needle turn 

sounded like somewhere I wanted to be.  Besides, there were no points 

to lop off! 

I expressed my desire online, and a quilter 

from Washington State was going to be com-

ing up on holiday to Waterton Lakes, so we 

agreed to meet.  I received my first 10 mi-

nute lesson on how to applique from her (her 

last name was Dyer, but I cannot recall her 

first, more's the pity).  Subsequently, quite a 

few years later, I was able to take a couple of 

weekends of classes with Elly Sienkiewicz and 

haven't taken any before or since. 
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**Where did you find your applique designs? What are your favorite color choices? 

I found a very few at local quilt shops, then discovered Elly's books and that kept me busy for 40 or more blocks.  

Then I moved on to Sue Garman, Dinah Jeffries and Jane Townswick.  They are still my favorite designers.  I was a 

dyer.  Other than beige and brown I don't think I've met a color I don't like. 

**Do you love Contemporary Applique or Traditional Ap-

plique designs? 

Both, I've made traditional applique designs because the con-
temporary generally just isn't enough applique for me.  I like to 
take a big bite, not a nibble.   I have, however, just finished 
two of Barbara Persing's "A Gathering" which is as contempo-
rary as I get.  

**Do you have original designs? Or have you 

adjusted designs to suit your taste? 

Good question!  I have designed borders, drawn 

blocks but I'm more drawn to quilt designs made 

from historical quilts.  Every now and then I get 

out pencil, eraser & paper and go to it, but right 

now I'm in the "finish the darned thing" mode. 

**How many applique quilts have you made? How 

many quilts do you make a year? Or? 

No idea. Lots.  I'm like a chicken following something 

shiny, just like most quilt makers.  I'm not good at 

keeping records, but I do try to make labels and rec-

ord dates. 

**Who is your favorite designer and why? 

I would have to say Sue Garman.  Her designs have a 

historical feel to them and gave me lots of stitching 

time.   
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**Do you hand quilt all your applique quilts? Or? 

I wish I had enough lifetimes left to do that.  I've had to give 

in and have some long armed, and some I machine quilt my-

self.  Right now I'm 23 blocks into Baltimore Garden.  

There's a lot of quilting on a 25 block Baltimore!  I'm of the 

opinion that one has to do what one can.  If you can't hand 

quilt or choose not to, then one has to live with that deci-

sion.  Feel no guilt.  None at all.  It's your journey, not some-

one else’s.   

**How much time do you dedicate each day to applique or 

quilting? 

Right now, about 6 hours a day.  But I'm cross stitching in 

the evening. 

**I see that you have some inking done in some of your applique quilts.  Do you do this?  What kind of labels do 

you put on your quilts? 

I have.  Elly taught me how.  Inking is fun and easy.   

Generally, I put on fairly simple labels: My name, the city in which I reside, the date and the designer.  Always give 

credit to the designer. 

**I read that you had friends helping you organize your quilt area/room.  Please tell the process you went 

through for this. We all have areas that need organized and would love to hear your ideas. 

Don't I have fabulous friends?  I think I do.  We all got together one morning and started by hauling out all the fab-

rics that were stashed here and there.  One friend then sat at a table and folded each and every piece around a 6" 

x 12" ruler so they would fit on the shelves of my Ikea "Billy" cabinets.  Then we hauled out all my notions.  Man, 

do we ever buy a lot of notions!!  I went through all of those, sorting which ones I would still use and which ones 

could be passed on to someone else.  Then the books and patterns came out.  Again the sort: keep, give away or 

garbage.  All my thread was put either up on my thread holders or in drawers.  They were intrigued by me not hav-

ing a lot of rulers, but how many rulers does an appliquer need?  Not many.  By the end of the day, all my fabrics 

were neatly stacked in my 4 Billy Cabinets, all my threads & notions in drawers. 

After all the yardage was put away, then the hard part came.  As appliquers, you will understand that I don't want 

to throw anything out.  I might need that 1.5" square for a berry, don't 'cha know.  So wading through my extrane-

ous scraps was a week-long job in itself.  But they are tamed into 3 drawers:  3.5", 2.5" and 2" strips.  I used to have 

1.5" strips but used them up.  Not doing that again anytime soon.  I use these strips for fabrics that I put into chari-

ty quilts. 

 **How do you choose your quilting designs for your applique quilts? Do you use templates? Original designs? 

Or? 

Oh, boy.  Do I ever have a lot of books on quilt designs.  But mostly, I lean to the traditional linear designs.  If I'm 

machine quilting, then I free-motion whatever comes into my head.  I rarely use templates. 
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 **How would you advise the “beginner Annette” 

now that you have many years in your journey? What 

would you have changed if anything?  

JUST DO IT!  Don't wait.  Pick up a piece of fabric for a 

background, grab an applique design or a kids coloring 

book, and make freezer paper templates.  Don't wait 

to do it while you wait for the right teacher to teach 

you.  YouTube is filled with awesome tutorials.  Make 

use of them.  It isn't rocket science. 

**What legacy would you like to leave to the next 

generation of applique lovers or family? 

LOL...talk about a big question.  All I can leave anyone 

is to pursue whatever floats your boat.  Just do it.  Life 

is passing very quickly.  Don't waste the time you've 

been given.  And don't let anyone tell you it's hard.  It 

is not hard.  It's easier to applique then it is to piece a 

quilt.  If you've never used a needle, then pick one up 

and get going.  It's all done one stitch at a time. 

** Have you entered any contests for 

your applique quilts? What are they if 

you have? Awards? 

Oh, yes, our local quilt show which is a 

pretty darned good one.  And I guess you 

could say I had a quilt on display at Quilt 

Canada one year.  And I have my share of 

Best of Shows.  But my aim, no matter 

where my quilts are shown, is to inspire 

others to try it out.  The very first quilt 

show I ever went to, before I even tried 

quilting, there was a quilt that had been 

made by a blind woman.  I thought to my-

self "If she can make a quilt, I sure can."  

and so I did. 
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**What are your other interests? I remember you 

talking about spinning fiber. What else? 

I started sewing when I was about 5.  Then knitting 

in Grade 7.  Then embroidery, macramé (anyone 

who was young in the 60's and 70s did macramé), 

then cross stitch and crewel embroidery.  Then I 

discovered weaving and spinning, then dyeing 

which I did for 25 years.  In 1991 I started quilting.  

Then, because I couldn't find the colors I wanted, I 

started dyeing which led to Natures Colors, which I 

owned and operated for 12 years.  Now I'm retired, 

and happily trying to put together all the appliqued 

blocks I've made, LOL.  So textiles are "my thing". 

With a nod to all the male appliquers out there, I 

would say that in general, quilting is a sisterhood.  

That is, caring, kind people, who are happy to share 

their knowledge and guide one through the intrica-

cies of appliqueing and quilting.  Without reserva-

tion, I think quilters are awesome, and I'm very 

honored to be counted as one of you. 
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President’s Message 
Anita M. Smith 

TAS Founder/President  

Who would have ever thought that some-

thing like a Pandemic would have some-

thing positive come from it?  Nothing is 

positive about the Pandemic but what did 

happen was we who love to do and learn 

applique were forced to find new ways to connect and have 

meetings together.  We so appreciate Dana Doerfler and her 

knowledge of World Wide internet meeting venues from her 

corporate world wide “day job”.  Zoom meetings have moved 

to the top of our list and our growth has been directly impact-

ed by this.  We have Applique Lovers from around the world 

meeting and learning from teachers from around the world.   

We are so blessed in TAS to have a board of talented willing 

people who ‘VOLUNTEER’ to help us grow and give us oppor-

tunity to learn.  We want to introduce you to some new candi-

dates for the TAS Board this year.  I love that there are people 

who are willing to help us grow. Some of our Directors are con-

tinuing their terms of 3 years. We wanted to introduce you to 

our Nominees.  

Check out the new “Block of the Month” (BOM) Exploring the 

Alphabet.  I am very excited to hear about this BOM that is or-

ganized and led by Arlene Beck.  We have many types of Alpha-

bets around the world so it will be fun to see what everyone 

will come up with.  

We would love to hear from you about how much you like the 

TAS monthly meetings. Our TEAM TAS who volunteers to do 

this, really love hearing from you. Your notes and cards and 

feedback are a special treat in our world.  

With kind regards to you all, 

Anita M Smith  
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Calendar of Events 

Book Reviews 

Below is a schedule of upcoming TAS meetings, academies, and other appliqué-related events.  If you are 

aware of others that you would like to share, please email them to webmaster@theappliquesociety.org  for 

inclusion on our website and in future editions of the newsletter. 

TAS Meetings 

March 20, 2021, 2 pm EST – Barbara Burnham, “Applique Challenges (NOT the “A-Word”) 

April 22, 2021, 7 pm EST – Helen Stubbings, “My Stitching Therapy - Just 5 Minutes a Day” 

April 29-30, 2021 – Annual Meeting (details will be sent via email) 

May 15, 2021, 2 pm EST – Lori Lee Triplett, “Red & Green Quilts for Christmas…NOT!” 

June 26, 2021, 2 pm EST – Sharyn Mellors, “A Whimsical Journey of Imperfection and Quilting Angels in a 
Perfectly Pointed World” 

September 23, 2021, 7 pm EST (TBC) – Kathy Doughty, “Organic Applique” 

TAS Virtual Workshops  

Mar 27 & 28, 2021, 2-5 pm EST – Barb Eikmeier, “Back Basting Applique - Sunflower” (details will be sent via 
email) 

Other Events 

Baltimore on the Prairie—September 8-11, 2021—Nebraska City, NE (Visit 
www.baltimoreontheprairie.com for more information.) 

Jingle Quilt by Erin Russek 

You may have heard of Erin Russek. On her blog, One Piece at a Time, she has been 

sharing her techniques and patterns for years. She has put out many, many 

patterns. Her style is light and whimsical. 

Now, here is one of her more popular quilts in booklet form. In it, Ms. Russek com-

bines applique and piecing to make a Christmas heirloom. You can do the center 

block or just the smaller blocks. Just like her blog, this booklet has clear and concise 

instructions for the pieced blocks and full-sized patterns for the applique.  

It’s only 42 pages, but don’t let the size fool you. It’s packed with lots of inspiration. 

You can read more about and by Erin on her blog at: https://
erinrussek.typepad.com/one-piece-at-a-time/ and purchase her other patterns on: 
https://appliqueaddicts.patternbyetsy.com/  

mailto:webmaster@theappliquesociety.org
http://www.baltimoreontheprairie.com
https://erinrussek.typepad.com/one-piece-at-a-time/
https://erinrussek.typepad.com/one-piece-at-a-time/
https://appliqueaddicts.patternbyetsy.com/
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Book Reviews (cont’d.) 

Seasons of Life Quilt by Sandra Mollon 

Sandra Mollon’s quilting life/career began in the early 1990s, as 

did many of ours. When she overheard someone at a quilt show 

call her quilt “ugly”, instead of being intimidated, she determined 

she’d better become better.  

Looking though some quilting books, Sandra came across Balti-

more Album quilts and fell in love. From there, her first one won 

a Viewers’ Choice. The quilt she shares in this book resides at the 

National Quilt Museum in Paducah, KY.  

Pulling from artwork and everyday influences, Sandra has de-

signed a quilt that spans the four seasons of the year, incorpo-

rating both cotton and silk fabrics. She explains the different 

kinds of silk and whether they are good for applique. Before 

reading, I didn’t know there were so many different kinds of silk! 

Some can be used almost like quilting cottons, some need gentler 

handling and backing with interfacing to prevent shadowing. 

The stitching technique Ms. Mollon uses is prepared edge, alt-

hough any applique technique may be used. She details her tools 

and supplies, explaining the reason she uses each of them. Most 

can be used for both cotton and silk, with some modifications. 

Some of the applique elements on the quilt are three dimensional, and Ms. Mollon provides instruction for each 

one. From ruching to rick-rack, they are broken down step by step with very clear photos.  

There is embroidery in this piece; again, each stitch explained in detail. Lastly, ink and paints are defined and clari-

fied.  

In the gallery are different backgrounds and layouts of this quilt, so that people can use their own fabrics and im-

aginations. Make one block or the whole quilt; whatever is chosen will be lovely. 

The patterns in the book are broken down into quadrants, and the author recommends tracing rather than using a 

printer. 

Even though this book is about one quilt, it is also a book to read and absorb. 
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Chapter Happenings 

Exploring the Alphabet a New TAS BOM 

Many chapters are still meeting via Zoom enjoying it!  This has, in many cases, allowed members of those chap-
ters who have moved away to reconnect!  A happy consequence!  

 

We had a Chapter Leaders Meeting via Zoom in January.  There were many wonderful chapter activities that 
were shared.   

 

The Threads of Time chapter is running an orphan block (or new block) challenge for the year.  An orphan block 
was defined as a block that was started as part of a project or a class but does not have a quilt to call home.  
They are each working on, if they choose to, a nine-block quilt.  The center block is an orphan block or any block 
they choose to set the theme of the quilt. Above and below the center are floral blocks, on either side are 
wreaths and in the corners are cross sprays.  All of the blocks, some of the blocks, or none of the blocks can be 
orphans.  It is a very open ended challenge! They started with choosing the center block.  Many chapter mem-
bers have found interesting surprises when they went through their old projects! 

 

The Networked Needlers have done a quarterly block raffle where everyone who made a block was entered into 
a raffle for all of the blocks. A name is drawn and everyone sends that person their blocks.   

 

Because so many chapters are meeting virtually, some have done virtual tours of each other’s sewing spaces.  
Maybe even a messiest space contest! 
 

Katie McMullen 

Chapter Coordinator 

The Applique Society is trying something new and we invite you to join us.  For those quilters who are unfamil-
iar with the BOM acronym, it stands for Block of the Month where each month the quilters work on one block 
and the next month they share their block with others in the group.  Technology has enabled us to encompass 
all members of TAS who want to participate.  We will have a zoom chat the last Sunday of each month for 
about an hour where we will get together to share our blocks, learn a bit of alphabets in other countries; share 
tidbits and any other quilting news that comes up. 

 

Our theme for the inaugural BOM is “Exploring the Alphabet” – any alphabet, any style, any theme.  After all, 
“A” doesn’t always have to stand for apple!  A block for each letter of the alphabet would be worked on each 
month.  For the English alphabet, that would mean 26 months to complete the blocks.  If you are creative and 
want to design your own quilt, we look forward to seeing your design each month.  If you want to join in but 
would prefer to work with a pattern, TAS has picked out three patterns (see below) for you to consider – a be-
ginner level pattern which is a basic pattern with a little adornment of mice; an intermediate pattern which is 
more detailed and lends itself to fusible applique (but can be done in all styles of applique) and an advanced 
pattern which is a little trickier with emphasis on embellishment.   Or, you can choose any pattern you want.  
There are plenty of alphabet books available on line or pick up a coloring book at the local store to see if that 
interests you.  Each participant is responsible for designing or purchasing their own patterns.  The suggested 
patterns are available to order online. 
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Exploring the Alphabet a new TAS BOM (cont’d.) 

Once a block is complete, we will ask you to send a picture to TAS (webmaster@theappliquesociety.org) and it 
will be posted in the Members Only section of the website for all members to admire.   

Zoom chats will be held the last Sunday of every month at 3 pm Eastern time (8pm in London, 7 am in Mel-
bourne and 10 pm in South Africa).   

Progress will be posted on the TAS website and the TAS Facebook page. 

We hope that you will join us for our journey to be creative, whimsical, learn techniques and just have fun! 

If you are interested, please email Arlene Beck at: beckarlene8@gmail.com   Zoom link will be provided to those 
who register with Arlene for the zoom meet up.  First zoom meet up will be Sunday, March 28th at 3 pm East-
ern. 

 

Alphabet Quilt by Sandra Healy 

 

Quilt measures 36”x41”.  Blocks are 5” finished.  
Pattern is available at 
www.sandrahealydesigns.com or on Etsy. 

Little Chicks ABCs by Bonnie Sullivan 

 

Quilt measures 39x46-1/2”.  Blocks are 
6-1/2” finished.  Pattern is available at 
www.allthroughthenight.net under 
Quilts. 

http://www.sandrahealydesigns.com
http://www.allthroughthenight.net
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Exploring the Alphabet a new TAS BOM (cont’d.) 

Beautiful Alphabet Applique by Zena Thorpe 

 

Quilt measures 64x76” (approx.).  Blocks are 
8-1/2” finished.  Book is available at AQS 
Publishing www.americanquilter.com or on 
Amazon. 

 

Arlene has created a few sample blocks to inspire 

you to join in the fun!!  Machine, prepared edge, 

needle turn; beginner, intermediate or advanced.  

All the bases are covered so why not .. Explore 

the Alphabet with us! 

Watch for interviews with the three 

designers in upcoming newsletter 

editions!! Learn some behind the 

scenes details of how these quilts 

were designed. 

http://www.americanquilter.com
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2021 TAS Board Election 

It’s election time once again!  A combination of current board members and new volunteers have 

agreed to run for re-election and election, respectively.  Brief biographies of all candidates are provid-

ed below.  Are you interested in getting more involved in shaping and growing our organization?  The 

board welcomes interest in any board role.  If you would like to run for a board position, please email 

president@theappliquesociety.org 

I am so excited what TAS has been growing into.  I am thrilled to be a part of the TAS 

Board TEAM. My experience has been President, Vice President, Treasurer and Sec-

retary of a community board and Secretary of the Whidbey Island Fair Board.  

Founder and board member of TAS, founder and TEAM Leader of Quilts for Veter-

ans for our Local Whidbey Island Veterans, Whidbey Island Fair Quilt and Sewing 

department Superintendent. I LOVE, LOVE all things applique.  The Vision I had for 

TAS is a World Wide organization that would connect Applique lovers from around 

the world. Zoom has made this even more a possibility.  Thank you for allowing me 

to serve you as President if voted in again. 

Candidate for President—Anita Smith 

Candidate for Vice-President—Dana Doerfler 

Dana Doerfler I have been a member of TAS for over 15 years and currently co

-lead the Threads of Time chapter in O’Fallon, IL (near St. Louis, MO) along 

with Katie McMullen.  I joined the TAS board in 2019 with hopes of helping 

the organization expand its offerings to members. I had no idea that a pan-

demic would provide the boost we needed to hit the virtual ground running!  I 

have been delighted to see our members come together virtually and to wit-

ness all the new friendships that have formed as a result.  I am looking for-

ward to continuing to work with the board to bring fun and exciting opportu-

nities to the TAS community!  

Candidate for Treasurer—Cheryl Gratt 

I own a small bookkeeping company and am a Realtor. I have 45 years’ ex-

perience with bookkeeping and about 15 in Real Estate.    

I have been sewing since I can remember.  I have been quilting for about 40 

years and have dabbled with applique all along, but about 10 years ago I ac-

tually started appliqueing for "real".  I have tried every technique out there.  

Nancy Chong and Rita Verocca have made me appreciate and select needle 

turn as my favorite method.    I took an applique class at the Applique Acad-

emy (Nancy Lee Chong) then COMPLETELY connected with Rita Verocca's 
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2021 TAS Board Election (cont’d.) 

classes at Applique Academy in VA last year.  She is a good friend now and I am in hook, line and sinker!  

I have taught most quilting classes in past years with local shops and  helped facilitate an applique group 

here in Tally...of course we haven't met in MONTHS...but I am now zooming with several small groups. I 

know I am addicted because while I am working I am plotting my next project!  

My husband is my best friend and he took up quilting via a longarm so I make the tops and he quilts 
most of them.  He's also made a few-but I don't see applique as a skill he will ever have patience to do! 
I have 8 children: 4 cats, 3 dogs and my husband I adore (47 years).  We all live in a 109 year old farm-

house that is on the National Register of Historic Places. I think I bring a lot of life skills and there hasn't 

been a bookkeeping job that has beaten me yet!  I would love to help and am looking forward to getting 

involved with TAS! 

Candidate for Treasurer—Cheryl Gratt (cont’d.) 

Candidate for  Secretary — Kathy Delaney 

My name is Kathy Delaney and I am currently the Secretary on the Board for 

The Applique Society.  I would like to continue to serve you in that capacity, 

if you'll let me. 

I made my first quilt in 1991 and began teaching in a local quilt shop in 1996. 

I fell in love with appliqué with my first class in about 1997. My first appliqué 

quilt is part of the gallery in the AQS book “Gems of Summer” by Emily Senu-

ta. Following being published in several Chitra Publications and having my 

work included in a book by Barbara Brackman, “Prairie Journal”, my first 

book was published (“Hearts and Flowers”), followed by six more books, articles in publications such as 

Quilters Newsletter, and contributions to more of Barbara Brackman's books.  

 

I have taught at national and regional quilt shows all over the country and appeared on HGTV with Alex 

Anderson. I have held every office in my local guilds at least once, if not multiple times. My goal is for 

The Appliqué Society to be the umbrella for all appliqué lovers. There are so many places to take clas-

ses, books to read, patterns to stitch, and I would like to see TAS be the place appliqué lovers go to find 

out about opportunities, teachers, books, tools and publications. 
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I started quilting in 1991 after joining a group in our community.  I learned how to 

rotary cut, and machine piece my first (and last) pinwheel quilt.  Around 1995 I 

was introduced to applique and have been an appliquer ever since.  I love the 

portability of an applique project.  Since discovering applique, my sewing machine 

and I have (what I call) a tolerable relationship!  To me, it is so much more relax-

ing to sit and stitch by hand rather than sit at a sewing machine, especially after a 

stressful day.  I like all types of applique and take as many courses as I can to 

learn new techniques and tips.  I joined TAS in 2010 and was so excited to see 

Director Candidate—Darlene Donohue 

I am a self-taught sewer when I was in High School.  I bought my first sewing ma-
chine which was a Singer Featherweight.  I have been sewing ever since. 
 
I worked as an executive secretary, went back to college, Parsons School of Fashion 
Design, and wound up teaching at Parsons in New York City.  I taught “Couture De-
sign Techniques “which covered all hand sewing used to complete couture gowns. 
 
I raised two children and I now enjoy my 7 grandchildren. 

Director Candidate—Arlene Beck 

there were others that felt as passionate about applique as I did.  In 2011, I started a Chapter in New Jer-

sey – Mouse Creek Appliquers.  Over the years, I have served on the TAS Board in various positions.  In 

addition to TAS, I am a member of The Baltimore Applique Society and two local guilds. 

I was born and raised in Montreal, Quebec, lived in Vancouver, BC for ten years, moved back to Montreal 
and then transferred to Freehold, NJ.  I commuted to Manhattan where I was a Senior Vice President for 
a Fortune 500 company.  Applique saved my sanity during the four hour a day commute.  I retired in 
2012 and two years ago moved to an adult community where I became involved with the Finance, Gov-
ernance and Scholarship Committees.  I am happy spending time with my husband of 29 years, our 27-
year-old son and, of course, appliqueing! 

 
My husband and I retired to Hilton Head Island and I began my quilting career.  I started piecing but 
quickly moved to appliqué which I love.  My quilts have won awards at two AQS shows in Paducah, KY 
and have been juried into and won awards at IQA in Houston, TX.  I do have to admit that I am not a de-
signer of quilts but more of a technician as I love the actually appliqué part of these quilts. 
 
My applique technique is the freezer paper method which I have taught at various quilt guilds. 

2021 TAS Board Election (cont’d.) 
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2021 TAS Board Election (cont’d.) 

Appliquéing has been a passion of mine for 25 years. My favorite method is 
needle-turn—I like to sit and stitch with as little prep as possible! Historic 
quilts are my favorite reference for inspiration. I also enjoy wool appliqué. I’ve 
attended many different appliqué conferences, with The Elly Sienkiewicz Appli-
qué Academy in 2006 as my first.  
 
I joined The Appliqué Society (TAS) in 2006. In 2009, my friend Dana Doerfler 
and I started our local TAS chapter, “Threads of Time,” that is still a very active 
group. I’m also an avid organizer, and in 2016 and 2017 I wrote six articles for 
TAS newsletters on organizing a sewing room. I earned a BS in math education 

from Oregon State University and a MS in guidance and counseling from the University of North Dako-
ta.  
As an Air Force spouse, I’ve lived many places and have taught at the junior high, high school, junior 
college and, through various base education offices, collegiate levels. I’ve been out of the classroom 
for a number of years and presently occasionally teach needle-turn appliqué classes, which I enjoy 
very much!  
 
I served as president of our local quilt guild, Hearts ‘n’ Hands, for two years and am chairing our next 
quilt show, Quilts From the Heart 2022 (an event that I’ve chaired three times before). I also plan and 
chair a monthly event for our guild that we call Quilt Club, with about 150 members, where we teach 
each other various quilt-related skills. I live in O’Fallon, Illinois (in the greater St. Louis area) with my 
husband, Scott, of 42 years. We have two children, Nancy and Matthew, and a granddaughter, Char-
lotte, Nancy and her husband James’ daughter, whom I help take care of. She is wonderful of course. 

“I have been a “maker” my entire life. I come from a long line of women who sewed, 
did needle work, painted, etc. I learned to crochet from my grandmother at the age 
of 5, and by the age of 7 learned to sew the most glamorous clothes for my Barbie 
from my aunt who was a high school Home Economics teacher. My mother was al-
ways in the midst of craft projects…doing DIY projects for our home before there was 
even a word for it! The first quilt I can remember making by myself was a blue and 
yellow Snail Trail block in very “groovy” 1970’s fabric.  
 
After putting away my sewing machine while my children were young and in school, I 
brought it back out again about 10 years ago and have been happily sewing away 
since then, especially after I took early retirement from my position as a Network 
Operations manager in the IT field. I have always loved the look of applique and love 
exploring all the different techniques, threads, and patterns available to modern 
quilters. I live in western Missouri near Kansas City with my husband, two dogs, two 
cats, 30 chickens, and 10 bee hives with too many bees to count.” 

Director Candidate—Susan Mattucks 

Director Candidate—Katherine “Katie” McMullen 
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General Information Anita M. Smith Please contact the President at:                      

president@theappliquesociety.org 

Membership Coleen O’Kane Please contact Membership at:                      
membership@theappliquesociety.org 

Web Master Coleen O’Kane Please contact the Webmaster at:                   
webmaster@theappliquesociety.org 

Newsletter Editor Sharon Dziekan Please contact the Editor at:                         
newsletter@theappliquesociety.org 

 
Mailing Address: 
 

The Appliqué Society ® 

P.O. Box 1593 

Freeland, WA 98249-1593 

 

Website:  www.theappliquesociety.org  

Contacting The Appliqué Society 

Board Officers: 

 

President 
  
Vice President 
  
Secretary 
  
Treasurer 

Anita Smith 
  
Dana Doerfler 
  
Kathy Delaney 
  
Katherine McMullen 

Directors: 

TAS Facebook Groups: 

 https://www .f acebook.com/group s/608303619190226/  - open to TAS members only 

 https://www .f acebook.com/group s/205292649964358/ - Appliqué Open Form, open to the public 

  Eileen Keane 
  
Coleen O’Kane 
  
Dee Pitthan 
 
Sharon Dziekan 
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