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Our mission is to promote, teach, and encourage the love of ALL types of appliqué in quilting.  

January / February— Volume 26 - Number 1 

Meet the Artist:  Nancy Paris 

I am so grateful to Nancy Paris for agreeing to be interviewed.  I have fol-

lowed Nancy for years on many applique sites I follow on Facebook.  What 

amazes me and others is how many applique quilts Nancy has made.  Many 

are complicated quilts too. Nancy has a system in place that helps her to 

make the joy of applique happen.  In researching the sites I am a part of on 

Facebook, I listed the applique quilts I am aware of that Nancy has posted.  

** This is the list I have so far -  Bountiful Baskets (p3designs),  Baltimore 

Halloween (p3designs), Wedding Quilt (Triplett Sisters), Wickersham Quilt 

(State Museum of Pennsylvania),  Pot of Flowers (Marianne  Elizabeth),  Secret Garden (Esther Aliu), 

Dear Jane,  Sweet 2016 (Esther Aliu), Love Always (Esther Aliu), Lilly Rosenberry (Sue Garman), Hope 

(Esther Aliu), Hold Onto Your Heart (Esther Aliu), Diamond Hill (Esther Aliu), Shelly (Esther Aliu), Graci 

(Esther Aliu), Cherish (Esther Aliu), Dorothea (Esther Aliu), Wrapped in 

Love (Esther Aliu),  Civil War Bride, William Morris style, to mention a 

few. Many others are combinations of piecing and applique. TAS will 

post pictures of her quilts on the TAS website in the members only 

section and you can see more than we have posted in this article.  

Nancy says - The number of applique quilts I have completed is too 

extensive to list.   I have done numerous quilts by Lori Smith, p3de-

signs, Kim Diehl, Edyta Sitar just to name a few. 

**This is an amazing list of Quilts that have been done between 2013 

and 2020.   Nancy, tell us your journey into the world of quilting and 

what draws you to make a quilt from a designer?   

I worked as a uranium geologist in Wyoming for a few years in the 

1970's and then quit to stay home when I had my 2 boys.    After they 

were in school I got my teaching degree in both math and all the sci-

ences.   I taught Earth Science for 1 year in Oklahoma in 1990.   Moved 

to the Black Hills in South Dakota and taught algebra, physical science, and biology for 2 years before we 

moved to Minnesota where I taught various math and science classes for 20 years before retiring in 

2014. While I was teaching high school math I made quilts as samples for a small quilt shop in Iowa.   

The owner would vendor at all the major quilt shows – Houston, Paducah, Chicago etc.   She asked if I 
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President’s Message 

Anita M. Smith 

TAS Founder/President  

 

TAS in the Year of 2021 

 

Every January I like to bring in the New Year with 

something positive to do and accomplish. I have 

household projects that will be moved to the “top of the list”.  This year I 

will also be doing this with my Applique quilts in the queue.  In 2020, 

due to 3 personal major losses in death, best friend and 2 mothers, it 

was a reminder about how fragile life is and it has forced me to reflect 

on my Applique ideas and quilts.  We all have those projects we fell in 

love with that now linger in that bag or closet or on the shelf.  I encour-

age you all to make a list of your top 10 applique quilts and then finish 

the quilt top that is closest to the 80% finished mark. Then work your 

percentages of completeness down your list.  Let us join the challenge to 

make that list, make a photo of those quilts on that list and post it on 

our Facebook page or send it to TAS to put on the website in the mem-

bers only section.  Sometimes we only need someone to encourage us in 

this journey.   

 

Nancy Paris is an amazing “finisher” of applique quilts.  I wanted to know 

“how does this creative woman do this?”  Well, we have her story and 

her tips to get things accomplished.  Maybe you will find something she 

tells us, that will be that “key” to open up your skills, energy or heart to 

finish that wonderful quilt pattern you fell in love with in the first place. 

 

We the TAS board, have lots of great ideas in the works for 2021 for TAS.  

TAS is growing and we have great teachers to learn from this coming 

year.  Check out the schedule of these teachers and classes in this news-

letter. These meetings will all be online with our new way to connect 

with you, our TAS members.  

 

If you are interested in helping us with our growth and would like to find 

out where you can help, please contact Anita M. Smith at: 

president@theappliquesociety.org  

 

I have found that when that dark cloud of grief or sadness of not being 

able to be with friends or family wants to settle in, that going to my ap-

plique and focusing on the beauty of the colors or design, brings me into 

a happy place again. It has been a wonderful “medicine for the soul”.  

Use your Applique in the Queue as your “medicine for the soul”. Use it 

“daily” to get the best results :-) 
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would make some samples for her.   She would give me the pattern and all the fabric for the front and back.   

My only cost was for having them quilted.   When she was done with the quilts they were mine to keep.   I 

told her I wanted to do applique quilts which she readily agreed because it gave her a different niche from 

the other vendors at the time.   I could choose what I wanted to make.   I learned so much about fabric and 

color from doing them.  I must have made at least 200 quilts for her mainly in the reproduction fabrics.   

Now that I am no longer doing quilts for the shop I have all the scraps of fabrics I am using in my current 

quilts.   Within the past several years I have made a lot of Esther Aliu’s quilts.   She is a wonderful designer 

and I am a moderator on her Facebook group so I am inspired with the talents of all the members. 

I think we all grow and change as we quilt.   I now look for 

patterns that are detailed and challenging.   I am working on 

the Presentation Baltimore quilt right now.   It has taken me 

almost 3 years to stitch the 29 blocks and I am currently in 

the process of adding embroidery to the blocks.   That is a 

challenge for me as I have to learn different embroidery 

stitches.   I haven’t tried inking yet but that may be next.    

** How many quilts do you have finished to date? 

I quit counting years ago.   In 2015 I was the featured quilter 

in our local quilt show where I displayed around 220 quilts.   

Most of them were my appliqued ones or they at least had 

some applique on them.   I left many of the pieced blocky 

quilts at home or have given them away. 

I am so glad you didn’t ask how many unfinished applique 

quilts I have.   I tend to work actively on about 5 quilts at 

once.    

** I read that you have prepared applique quilts for your 

Daughter in Law (DIL) and also for your machine quilter. Tell 

us more about those applique quilts and how you have this 

wonderful relationship with them. 
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My DIL, Saffiya, expressed an interest in applique so I showed her how I pre-turn pieces.   Since then, we 

help one another out.   I am her supplier for patterns and fabric and she has helped stitch some of my 

blocks that I know I won’t get to for a long time.   I find prepping my applique pieces relaxing, so I love do-

ing it.   Recently I pre-turned a wall hanging for Saffy called Sweet 16 by Esther Aliu that was full of baked 

goods since Saffy just completed her degree in Culinary Arts.  When Saffy visits us we will cut out tem-

plates for her project then I will pull fabrics and she will iron the template onto the fabric and cut it out.   

By the time she goes home she will be to the point she just 

has to baste and stitch.   

My friend Barb asked if I would do a trunk show for her local 

quilt guild.  I took my Hold Onto Your Heart quilt by Esther 

Aliu that I was working on to show.   Barb fell in love with it 

and asked if she could quilt it but she would only do it if we 

entered it into Paducah.   I jumped at the offer because I no 

longer have anyone that will custom quilt.   I was floored 

that Barb would not let me 

pay her for the quilting so I 

offered to prep a quilt for 

her.   She had never appliqued before and was excited.   Well, the quilt I 

turned the applique for her took almost 4 months and had around 1700 

quarter inch circles.   It was called Twilight Garden by Primitive Gathering, 

originally for wool but we did it in cotton fabrics.   Since it was a lot of work 

Barb quilted another quilt for me.   Since then I have prepped Love Always 

in exchange for a couple more quilted.   After the holidays I will do another.   

It works well for both of us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to the TAS website members only section for more photos of this cotton version of Twilight Garden. 
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** When did you fall in love with applique?   

I have always loved applique quilts but while teaching 

math, I didn’t have time to quilt.   In the late 1990’s I 

met a couple women that quilted and I was so envious 

of all their quilts.  It was then that I decided I needed to 

take time for myself so I began piecing quilts.   But you 

can only have so many block quilts, so around 2005 I 

started to applique.  My first large applique quilt was 

the antique Wickersham Quilt by Patty Harants that I 

made in 2007.   I remember stressing over making the 

first block and worked on stitching it in the car.   I went 

in to the grocery store and when I came back out it was 

gone.   I searched everywhere for the block and was 

devastated when I couldn’t find it.   I really wondered if I wanted to start over but I am glad I did and 

the quilt is one of my favorite red and green quilts. 

The whole applique process is so relaxing.   The big plus is I am not hidden away in my sewing room 

stuck sitting at my machine.   I can do it in the den at night with hubby at my side.   I can prep blocks 

and carry them with me where ever I go to work on.    

 

** What has been your favorite applique quilt? 

This is sure a loaded question.   There has been so 

many and since I will only work on quilts that I love it 

is a hard question.   It all began with a love of seeing 

antique patterns and red and green quilts.   I have 

evolved to wanting to work on quilts that will be a 

challenge.   I made the 365 Challenge quilt by Kath-

eryn Kerr the first year it was offered.   It was sure 

challenging.   One of the 6 inch blocks had 185 pieces 

is it – which I stitched on the machine.   Although 

most of the blocks were machine pieced I changed the 

center and corner blocks to applique using blocks 

from Elly Sienkiewicz’s books.   I think it is one of my 

favorites as I learned so much.  My Secret Garden 
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Quilt by Esther Aliu is also a favorite.   The design is 

unique from other quilts I have made   I added a lot of 

embroidery and hidden critters that makes it special to 

me.  

Go to the TAS website members only section for more 

photos of Secret Garden 

** What has been the most difficult applique quilt so 

far? 

I don’t find applique quilts difficult in their execution.   

They are not like pieced quilts where you have to be 

careful with seam allowance, points, etc.   There is a lot of fudging in applique.   Recently I turned a lace 

center for the Bird in a Lace Cage quilt by the Triplett Sisters.   I did have to be very careful as I turned it 

but it worked out well.   The hardest part of working on a quilt is trimming the blocks down.   I tend to 

always mess something up. 

** What drives you to do applique? 

Applique is something I can do to relax and I can think of other things while I work on it.    I have never 

been very creative but I can follow a pattern and make something beautiful.    I used to cross stich an-
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tique samplers but the linen is so fine that your eyes get strained and you really have to concentrate.   I al-

so used to weave but you are tied to your floor loom and can’t move around.    Applique is something I can 

carry with me and do anywhere.   Also, I want to do something that no one else around me does.   I live in 

rural America where there are a lot of quilters but very few that applique.     

** When and where did you learn your applique techniques? 

I learned the freezer paper/starch method to pre-turn my applique pieces in the early 2000’s at a quilt 

guild meeting.   A member gave a demonstration of the technique she learned while wintering in Arizona.  

We each turned a simple leaf.   I went home and traced a bunch of pieces for my templates but when I 

ironed the 2nd piece of freezer paper to the first one I ironed the two shiny sides together so the templates 

were worthless because they wouldn’t stick to the fabric.   I put it up and it was over a year later that I gave 

it a try again.    That demonstration was the only lesson I had and I just learned everything I do today by 

trial and error. 

** Tell us about your process/steps for any applique quilt.  From the time you look at a pattern you fall in 

love with, the freezer paper templates, choosing the fabric, the prepared edge process.  

I love red and green antique quilts which were the type I first made.  I usually make at least one red and 

green quilt a year.  This past year I made the Wedding Sampler by Triplett Sisters.  Choosing fabrics for 

them is a lot easier than other quilts where you use so many colors and fabrics.   I learn so much by looking 

at other’s quilts so I have a large library of books and patterns I look at and drool over.   In 2016 I discov-

ered the designer Esther Aliu so I have 

begun to use fabrics outside of my box of 

reproduction fabrics.  I like to find a fab-

ric that has lots of colors in it that I like 

and then pull those colors together for a 

quilt.    I am partial to green – maybe be-

cause I do so many leaves.     

** What freezer paper do you use? Roll? 

Sheets? How do you get it ready? Do you 

layer your freezer paper? Or? How do 

you mark it? What scissors do you use for 

freezer paper? 

I buy Reynolds Freezer Paper in 150 

square feet rolls at Walmart – usually a 

couple boxes at a time.   I don’t pre-iron it to shrink it and have never had a problem.   Basically I do every-

thing in my lap as I watch tv at night.    In front of me I have a small table with my 20” by 27” light table.   I 

use the light table when I trace my templates, using a mechanical pencil, onto the dull side of the freezer 

paper. I need to reverse the patterns when using freezer paper.   If the pattern has not already been re-

versed I just turn the pattern over on my light table and trace the back side of the pattern.  I then iron a 
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second sheet to the first, dull side to shiny side and cut out with paper scissors.  Any scissor will work,   I just 

use a scissors made by Scotch which I got free.   They are kind of big, 7.5 inches but they cut well.   I found 

that doubling the freezer paper works well because the edges can withstand getting wet with the starch.   If 

you use 3 layers it takes to much heat to go through the paper to adhere it to your fabric.    The only time I 

use 3 layers is when I do small circles.   I will fuse 3 layers together and then use scrapbooking circle punch-

es.   I have punches from ¼ “to 2 inches.  

I often will trace my templates at night but will cut them out while in the car.   It takes one half hour to get 

to the grocery store so my husband will drive so I can cut templates out or stitch.    

I often will save my templates and reuse them or send them to someone else to use.   My DIL, Saffy is mak-

ing a Baltimore Album quilt right now so she is going to send me the templates she made in case I ever 

make the quilt.   It saves so much time.   I can often use the same template over 8 to 12 times.   That is es-

pecially handy when you do so many leaves the same.    

** How do you choose your fabrics for applique? Do you prewash your fabric? What fabric scissors do you 

use? 

Choosing fabrics is the hard part for me.  I tend to do scrappy quilts.  I have so much fabric so when I choose 

fabric I can pull lots of shades in the colors I want to use.   I prewash all my fabric to get the chemicals out 

and to make it soft to work with.    I have used a small pair of Gingher scissors for a long time.   I like them 

because they have large finger holes, cut well, and have a sharp point.   I have added a small pair of Karen 

Buckley (green) scissors which I find work really well cutting small pieces because of their serrated edge.    

** What is your prepared edge process? What products do you use? What iron do you use? How do you 

place your fabrics onto your background for applique? Do you use a lightbox? 

I make the double layered templates as stated above.   The templates are reverse of what the final results 

will be.   I iron them on to the wrong side of my fabric and cut the pieces out with a scant seam allowance, 

about 1/8 inch, clipping all inside curves for turning.   When I first began this method I just used my regular 

large iron to turn but as I started doing smaller and smaller pieces it didn’t work well.   Now I use the Clover 

wand iron and love it.   Make sure you use the Mini Iron - Red Clover (link at the end of the article) because 

it has a red guard which helps to prevent from you getting burned.   I threw my green one away as it was 

dangerous.    I have a small ironing board that I put on my lap for turning.   I put a piece of canvas over the 

surface to protect it and because I can wash it easily when it gets too stiff with the starch.     I starch the 

edges of my pieces with a short bristle brush.   I used to use spray starch but the can would keep clogging 

up and you had to spray it into a dish and let it settle down.   Now I just buy starch in the laundry aisle by 

the half gallon from Walmart.    I mix about 1/3 starch to 2/3 water.   You want it strong enough to hold but 

not to strong that it gums up your iron.   I brush the starch on the edge of my pieces and turn with the side 

edge of my Clover iron.   I use only my finger to help in the process so it goes fast.    

Once all my pieces are turned I will glue baste them to the background fabric.   Using my light table, I place 

my pattern down first with the background fabric over it and pin it together so they don’t move.   I remove 

the freezer paper templates before I glue bastle the pieces down using small dots of Roxanne glue.   I have 
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tried Elmer’s washable glue but it was too runny and I didn’t like it.    I don’t have to draw the pattern on 

to my background fabric because I glue the whole block up at once no matter how complicated.   Now 

my block is ready to stich and the pieces will stay in place until I stitch and rinse.   

The method I use is common practice now and there is a lot of information out there on it.     

** What applique method do you use? What size needle do you use? What thread do you use? Thimble? 

I hand applique my pieces down using Kimono 100 wt silk thread.   My husband bought me the whole set 

of colors years ago so I just match thread color to fabric.   I use a size 11 needle.   I do use one of those 

Thimble-It press on thimbles on my left index finger and a leather thimble on my right middle finger.     

** What is your favorite marking tool and why?   

Guess I don’t use any marking tools because I don’t mark anything.    

** How much time do you spend a day on applique; The preparing the applique time? The actual doing 

the applique time? 

I very seldom work on my quilting during the daytime or I would never get anything done.    I begin in the 

evening when the news comes on and will work until around 11:30 pm, taking breaks to stretch, ride the 

exercise bike or find chocolate…….  I also work on my applique when we are in the car.   I get a lot of 

stitching done in the car.   It keeps me awake! 

Also I make use of “stolen” minutes.   I can get a lot done in 

just 5 or 10 minutes.     

**In looking through your many quilts I loved this traditional 

pattern you personalized.  Tell us about this particular quilt. 

It is called Sunbonnet Sue designed by Yoko Takahashi in the 

book Pat & Present, My Quilting Life by Yoko Saito.    I made it 

for my granddaughter Bree who was born in Japan so I used a 

Japanese designer and Japanese taupe fabrics for it.    I call it 

Bree's Babies. 

Go to the TAS website members only section for more photos 

of Nancy Paris’ Quilts. 

Links for products mentioned: 

Clover Red Mini-Iron:  Clover® Mini Iron II "The Adapter" (joann.com)  

Thimble-its: Thimblepad Leather Adhesive Thimble | Colonial Needle 

Company (missouriquiltco.com)  

Roxanne Glue Baste: Roxanne Glue-Baste-It | ConnectingThreads.com  

Kimono Silk Thread:  Kimono Silk quilting and sewing thread | SuperiorThreads.com  

https://www.joann.com/clover-mini-iron-ii-inthe-adapterin/8488587.html
https://www.missouriquiltco.com/shop/detail/27551/colonial-needle-company/-/thimblepad-leather-adhesive-thimble?gclid=Cj0KCQiA0MD_BRCTARIsADXoopagYn3W97137sn_nuRbXYvJ2U1Rsvz9bXBrJyyyiJLrHUS-7Vyx3XwaAo8NEALw_wcB
https://www.missouriquiltco.com/shop/detail/27551/colonial-needle-company/-/thimblepad-leather-adhesive-thimble?gclid=Cj0KCQiA0MD_BRCTARIsADXoopagYn3W97137sn_nuRbXYvJ2U1Rsvz9bXBrJyyyiJLrHUS-7Vyx3XwaAo8NEALw_wcB
https://www.connectingthreads.com/roxanne-glue-baste-it/p/21052?utm_source=media&utm_medium=marketing&media=PPCGNBS&gclid=Cj0KCQiA0MD_BRCTARIsADXoopb3QYmllyc9zpAk12PEZzyv878RCkJf7hMaWqu0bzh2tIWXt-3r9FsaAt8nEALw_wcB&utm_campaign=PPCGNBS
https://www.superiorthreads.com/thread/kimono-silk/c/60-189


 

January / February 2021 www.theappliquesociety.org Page |  10 

Calendar of Events 

Below is a schedule of upcoming TAS meetings, academies, and other appliqué-related events.  If you are aware of others 

that you would like to share, please email them to webmaster@theappliquesociety.org  for inclusion on our website and 

in future editions of the newsletter. 

TAS Meetings 

January 23, 2021, 2 pm EST – Robin Koehler, “Well Loved Ladies” 

February 20, 2021, 2 pm EST – Alex Anderson, “Lessons from a Quilty Life” 

March 20, 2021, 2 pm EST – Barbara Burnham 

April 22, 2021, 7 pm EST – Helen Stubbings, “My Stitching Therapy - Just 5 Minutes a Day” 

April 29-30, 2021 – Annual Meeting (details will be sent via email) 

May 15, 2021, 2pm EST – Lori Lee Triplett, “Red & Green Quilts for Christmas…NOT!” 

TAS Virtual Workshops  

February 6, 2021, 5-8 pm EST – Irene Blanck, “Matilda” (details will be sent via email) 

Feb 21 & 27, 2021, 2-5 pm EST – Rita Verroca, “Baltimore Basket” (details will be sent via email) 

Other Events 

Applique Away on Galveston Bay – February 21-25, 2021 – Galveston, TX (Visit 
www.appliqueawayongalvestonbay.com for more information.) 

Academy of Applique—March 1-6, 2021 — Williamsburg, VA (Visit www.academyofapplique.com for more infor-
mation.) 

Baltimore on the Prairie—September 8-11, 2021—Nebraska City, NE (Visit www.baltimoreontheprairie.com for more 
information.) 

 Each year we ask members to get involved and become a member of the Board. Each Board member is concerned 
with the overall functioning of TAS. Do you have any ideas or suggestions to inspire current members and attract 
new members? If so, why not be heard and join the Board? While serving on the Board, your membership is free, 
you get to be part of the decision making process. Meetings are held by conference call, on the 2nd Thursday of the 
month, so you don’t have any travel costs. An organization is only as good as the people that participate. Fresh ide-
as are what make a dynamic organization and our goal is to be dynamic. We would like people from all over the 
world to become involved and help us continue to reach that goal.  
 

Detailed job descriptions are available on the website under the Members Only Portal.  

If you would like to become a part of the Board, please send a letter or email advising which position interests you, 
together with a brief biography that tells us about your personal and your organizational experiences by February 
15,2021 to president@theappliquesociety.org.  
 

Thank you for you interest in becoming a Board member. 

Call for Nominations 

mailto:webmaster@theappliquesociety.org
http://www.appliqueawayongalvestonbay.com/
http://www.academyofapplique.com/
http://www.baltimoreontheprairie.com
mailto:president@theappliquesociety.org
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Chapter Happenings 

The Network Needlers (Virtual Chapter) 

There is quite a bit of energy and enthusiasm about our block of the quarter raffle.  In January we will draw the winner 
among those who participated and we’ll all mail her our teapot block.  Then we’ll hand out a new pattern that we’ll raffle 
off in April. 

This is how our block of the quarter raffle works: We email everyone a free applique block pattern.  Make the block.  Email 
a photo of the completed block (can be hand or machine applique) by our first meeting of the quarter (1/7/2021, 
4/1/2021, etc.) and be entered into a random drawing for ALL of the completed blocks!  At our first meeting of the quarter 
we will announce the winner’s name and send everyone who made a block her snail mail address – the winner will get a 
whole bunch of quilt blocks ready to set into … a quilt, table runner, wall hanging – whatever she wants!    

We also have quite a few members in the Networked Needlers who are working on the TAS Stitch-A-Long, Horn of Plenty 
for a New Century. 

Sharon Dziekan 

 

Threads of Time (O’Fallon, IL) 

We have some applique goals for 2021. 

Pat is working on the Rowdy Flat Library Quilt 

Heather is working on the Mary Simon Quilt 

Diane is working on Auntie Green 

Katie is working on Mosaics 

Dana is working on reproducing one of her red and green antique quilts  

 

Our favorite chapter project was our background exchange challenge.  We each brought in a fat quarter size piece of fabric 
to use as a background for an applique project.  Then we put them in a paper bag and each member who brought in fabric 
reached in and took a fabric.  It was a lot of fun to see what everyone made! 

Dana Doerfler and Katie McMullen 

 

Stitchin Sister (Squim, WA) 

We had a challenge in the Stitchin Sister Chapter out of the Piece of Cake book, “Welcome to the North Pole”.  Because I 
already have enough Christmas wall hangings I turned mine into a Halloween wall hanging and used the pattern in the 
book. I just added other things that have to do with Halloween. The cemetery tomb stones have the names of our grand-
parents, great grandparents and great great grandparents. 

Many of the ladies also make Joy Quilts that we make for crisis chil-
dren in our county. 

  

The little quilts are 12 to 24” square, wrapped around a stuffed ani-
mal or doll that was donated to us, tie a ribbon around it, place 
them in see thru plastic bags and close the bag with a twist ties. 

 

“Many times they use blocks that they have made in a class or use to 
practice improving their applique stitching, try a new block pattern 
or practice their machine quilting. I probably have almost 100 little quilts ready to be wrapped around a stuff animal.           
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TAS Stitch-Along 

Chapter Happenings (cont’d.) 

I   have a space in my garage we call the Joy Quilt Factory. In 2 hours we can put 60 to 70 joy quilts together. Sometime we act 
as if we were kids again ooooo and aaaaaa over the cute quilts and animals that are so soft and cuddly. We now only have two 
in the factory at time due to Covid.” 

Loretta Bilow 

 

These Joy Quilts go to crisis children in our county through or-
ganizations like our Olympic Medical Hospital, Healthy Families, 
Serenity House, DSHS, CASA Juvenile & Family Services, Police 
cars, Fire Trucks, and State Patrol cars and several to other non-
profit organizations who request them for their fund raising 
events. We save the big animals with a little bigger quilt for 
those events. 

 

It’s one of the most rewarding things to see these children 
when they get one and the office staff where we deliver them 
to go wild over them. 

  

We also do Patriotic little quilts wrapped around an animal 
which go to the children of a wounded or decease military members. 

  

It anyone is interested in doing this for the children in their area I will fill them in on more information . It is over the wall fun 
to do to be involved in all the processes getting them ready to give away. Have them call me at 360-582-0100 or email me  at  
lorden@olypen.com. 

Loretta Bilow 

Excitement level remains high for the Horn of Plenty Stitch-Along that began in late  October 2020!  We have 37 formally 

registered participants.  While the stitch-along is not a class, which means there won’t always be a video demo, Kathy  

Delaney will provide demos now and then as needed.  We enjoy encouraging everyone 

else by sharing progress, hints and tips.  It is always a lovely evening of stitching and 

getting to know other members of TAS from across the US, Canada, and the UK!   

Have you been giving it some thought?  Would you like to participate?  Just send an 
email to Kathy Delaney at kathy@kathydelaney.com to register and find out how to get 
the book for $5, $8 shipping (US), TAS members only.  What about participating as a TAS 
chapter?  TAS members will get the book for $5, but non-TAS members of your chapter 
can still participate (only TAS chapter members who are not actually TAS members may 
join in).  They will be able to get the book for $10 and $8 shipping.  Each participant 
must have their own book to maintain copyright integrity. 
 
Join us as we continue our journey the 3rd Tuesday evening of each month at 6:30pm 

(Central) on zoom.   

mailto:lorden@olypen.com
mailto:kathy@kathydelaney.com
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A New Way to Look at Unfinished Objects (UFOs)! 

American Patchwork & Quilting’s UFO Challenge began 

a number of years ago as a way to help quilters who 

may have a case of S.O.S.  – you know, Shiny Object 

Syndrome.  It is a common ailment of both piecers 

and appliquers.  We fall in love with a pattern or fab-

ric, immediately start a project and then … squirrel!  

Another stunner comes along that we just need to 

make!  Left in our wake are PIGS (Projects in Grocery 

Sacks), Unfinished Objects (UFOs), Projects Half Done 

(PHD), and Orphan blocks left to languish in a bin!  I 

only know ONE quilter who has ZERO UFOs – must be 

nice!  Certainly not my situation.  I LOVE to find a 

pattern I have to make, set up a project bin, collect just the right fabrics, and start the project.  So the col-

lection of bins – admittedly all labeled, grows and grows.  (My husband has been caught inspecting the 

bin inventory looking to see if he can buy stock in the manufacturer!) I’ve done UFO challenges in the 

past and found it helpful to move projects along that had stalled.  Some even got finished!  But that was 

before I found applique!  This type of challenge doesn’t apply to my applique projects, does it?  I mean, 

I’m making blocks for the TAS Stitch-along, I can’t put that on a UFO challenge list and expect to finish it 

in a month when the number comes up!  PHEW!  Dodged that bullet!   

But wait, can you adapt the APQ UFO Challenge to an applique project?  Turns out you can!  It is YOUR 
UFO and you get to decide how to tackle it!  I have an applique quilt that I really want to make.  But 
frankly it’s a little overwhelming.  So I sat down with a cup of tea, the pattern and a blank copy of the UFO 
Challenge listing (which can be found here: 2021 UFO Challenge | AllPeopleQuilt.com ) and broke the 
quilt down into manageable steps – one for each month; AND I gave myself a total of 24 months to com-
plete the quilt top.  For my purposes, I don’t care what the “UFO number of the month” is that others will 
work on; I’m working on my project sequentially.  This particular quilt has a complex center medallion.  
I’ve actually allocated three months to make the template, prep the medallion and stitch it down.  Now 
this won’t be the only project I work on throughout the year but at least, in theory, at the end of 2021 I 
will be much farther down the path than having a dusty bin with a pattern and fabric in it when it’s time 
to turn the calendar to 2022!  Wish me luck! 

https://www.allpeoplequilt.com/how-to-quilt/finishing/2021-ufo-challenge
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General Information Anita M. Smith Please contact the President at:                      

president@theappliquesociety.org 

Membership Coleen O’Kane Please contact Membership at:                      
membership@theappliquesociety.org 

Web Master Coleen O’Kane Please contact the Webmaster at:                   
webmaster@theappliquesociety.org 

Newsletter Editor Sharon Dziekan Please contact the Editor at:                         
newsletter@theappliquesociety.org 

 
Mailing Address: 
 

The Appliqué Society ® 

P.O. Box 1593 

Freeland, WA 98249-1593 

 

Website:  www.theappliquesociety.org  

Contacting The Appliqué Society 

Board Officers: 

 

President 
  
Vice President 
  
Secretary 
  
Treasurer 

Anita Smith 
  
Dana Doerfler 
  
Kathy Delaney 
  
Katherine McMullen 

Directors: 

 

  Eileen Keane 
  
Coleen O’Kane 
  
Dee Pitthan 

TAS Facebook Groups: 

 https://www .f acebook.com/group s/608303619190226/  - open to TAS members only 

 https://www .f acebook.com/group s/205292649964358/ - Appliqué Open Form, open to the public 
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mailto:%20membership@theappliquesociety.org
mailto:%20membership@theappliquesociety.org
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