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Meet the Artist: Jeannie Austin
By Anita M. Smith
Jeannie Austin has been part of my life since 1995. The admiration I have for Jeannie and her love of history and
women’s history has taken me down a road I never would have gone if it wasn’t for this woman. When I met Jeannie
I saw her interest in women’s things and women’s history and women’s quilts in a whole different way.
In 1995 I contacted Jeannie Austin when a local family realized they had an original Baltimore Album Quilt. This quilt
and another one came with the family in 1851 when they came from the Virginia/Baltimore area to Whidbey Island.
They were some of the first settlers on the island and this quilt had been passed on to each generation. This quilt
now was in possession of the daughter of the historic family line. I needed to get more information about Baltimore
Quilts and was told about Jeannie Austin. This Journey with Jeannie Austin has been life changing for me.
Jeannie was the person that I talked to at length about the possibility of starting a group on the west coast of America that would feature applique quilts and history. There were quilts on the west coast that were amazing and had not
been featured in the east coast of America. Once we got started talking it was obvious this group could be more than
that. I had an opportunity to go to the Baltimore Applique Society quilt show in October 1996. It was during this
event and back in the hotel room, I began to write in a notebook I brought, all the details of the vision of a group focusing on applique. I couldn’t write fast enough about this vision I had. It was a goose bump moment. I still have
that notebook.
When I came back and talked with Jeannie at length about my vision and
also about Baltimore quilts, it began this amazing journey. But the first
step was to write that letter and see if anyone else would be interested in
forming a group in the Pacific Northwest. I sent out 100 letters to quilt
guilds and people I heard would be interested in something like this.
Thinking about 30 might come, well over 75 showed up. It was amazing.
We put together a steering committee and began the journey. 1997 we
formed TAS into a 501(c)3 nonprofit group. We needed a logo and after
many people submitted their drawing, Jeannie Austin’s design was chosen.
Jeannie always used symbolism in any of her pattern drawings. Jeannie has
a collection of patterns that she has been making for many years. The
pattern design that seemed to come to the surface over and over was the Eagles.
… continued on page 3
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President’s Message

In This Issue:

Anita M. Smith
TAS Founder/President
Memory quilts… Friendship quilts… Special Celebration quilts… many of us have made them over
the years. Some of them have been very simple
and others very detailed. They all told a story
about the event or people we were remembering.
In this newsletter we are looking into the background of a few of these types of
quilts. Some of these memory/friendship/celebration quilts are from a long,
long time ago and some quilts are more about recent years. They are our
“voice” in how we feel and what we want to say. In times past before women
were allowed to vote in 1920, it was the only voice these people had. So they
wrote their names and told their stories with cloth as much as they could. The
“Language of Cloth” was spoken in that quilt.
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If you have wanted to see some ideas of this type of storytelling in quilts, you
will enjoy the interviews we have in this newsletter. Over 10 years ago I began a
quilt for my youngest sister to thank her for all the love and care she was going
to give our mother in her old age. She received it in 2012. My mother is 91 and
we are looking at the last days of her life right now which have become even
more complicated due to COVID. My sister told me today the “LOVE quilt”
means a lot to her when I told her to wrap that quilt around her and feel the
love coming from the love that was put in it.
What power a quilt can have to tell a
story, to document a time, to solidify
the relationship of the person or persons described in the quilt. We can
leave a legacy too. In a world that
has so many things that are temporary and fleeting, the legacy of a quilt
that tells a story will be something
tangible for future generations.
Please share with us your stories and
quilts you have made for a lasting
legacy.

Many kind regards and friendship,
Anita
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Jeannie Austin, continued from page 1
Jeannie’s love for Eagles and what they represent and her love for them has given them personality. In the Baltimore
Quilt Era, they used Eagles in many of their quilts. As was done in the Baltimore era, Eagles were used to tell a story
of war and of peace; of loss and of victory. Jeannie designed an eagle wall hanging during the aftermath of 9-11. The
Great American Eagle was chosen as a symbol of our country because of his long life, majestic looks and great
strength. The Eagle shield was designed by Francis Hopkinson in 1780, the same man who designed the American
flag in 1777. Jeannie wrote: “The Great American Eagle symbolically faces toward the peace branch and away from
the war arrows. My eagle, sewn to commemorate the tragedy of September 11th, has his face turned firmly toward
the arrows of war. My branch is a thorny, prickly berry vine because it’s
my belief that it will be a long time before America enjoys “peace
again”.”
Anita M Smith : “I had to make this American Eagle too. When the Iraq
war started I needed to do something positive with my feelings of sadness of the loss of life. So I decided to work on the “Great American Eagle”. I made the arrows red, the shield yellow, and the flag bright and
bold. I used Flag fabric as much as possible. The eagle is angry looking at
the red arrows. It satisfied my need to focus on telling a story with my
appliqué. The yellow shield could be used to remember someone in the
war or lost in the war.” After I made this wall hanging I wanted to do
something special with it. There was a young man who had fought in the
recent wars that came home damaged. He was the only son of this couple who eventually started a Veterans Resource Center for those veterans looking for help for themselves or loved ones in pain from being in
the wars. Unfortunately, this young man took his life in one of his crisis moments. I gave this wall hanging to his parents and they treasure it. It has been a symbol of healing for them.
Jeannie has put the Eagle in many of her family quilts. Recently, Jeannie told me about her new eagle quilt and it is a
great story.
**How did you find this quilt and design?
Several years ago Mary Craig gave me 2 old, badly worn quilts that came from a friend of hers and both identical and
made in 1950 by Ida Kapaun in Big Lake Michigan. I soaked them in Oxi-Clean and dried them on the line. They are so
very worn and were in such bad shape I just couldn’t face the repair. So I folded them in a trunk and that’s where
they’ve been. Libbie Bristow is a great restorer of old quilts. She has given untold numbers of quilts a new life span.
It occurred to me that maybe she’d like one of these. We met in a deserted parking lot. I gave her a quilt and she
gave me some valuable advice. I did exactly what Libbie told me and this
wasn’t half as hard as I was thinking it would be. Re-furbished, re-quilted,
binding re-sewn; not as good as new...but it’s good for old!
Long story, short....it’s been about 5 days I’ve worked on this one. I’ve
done exactly what she told me. It wasn’t nearly as hard as I envisioned.
Jeannie ALWAYS puts labels on all her quilts. She hand scribes them or
she sends out to have a calligrapher scribe her quilt labels.
I’ve been sending pictures to Mary and to Sheryl. She has been sending
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Jeannie Austin, continued from page 3
them on, to New York where the family lives. The woman who made them
is long gone but her relatives are in New York, Quarantined. Two members
have had the virus and are recovering. She says this has been a real positive thing for them to think about at this time. I guess it was supposed to
be that I was to wait until now to work on them. Ida was a German immigrant. Libbie found her through Ancestry on a German list that looks a bit
like it might have been a census in 1948. By the 1950’s she was in Michigan.
Her grandson says she did all kinds of needlework.
I went to Carolyn Fechter’s house and we are laid out the old quilt on her
work table, laying a sheet of plastic over and tracing it off. From that tracing, we made freezer paper patterns. Carolyn and I are each going to sew a
quilt from those patterns. We have both ordered background fabric. Carolyn ordered from Hancocks of Paducah and I ordered from Missouri Star.
We are appliqueing the normal way with various fabrics....not all one fabric,
although it makes a spectacular quilt.

These quilts were made in 1950’s. I’m pretty
sure they were kits from Lee Wards. That background muslin has NO SEAM! ONE PIECE OF
FABRIC!!! The quilts measure about 80 inches
by 100 inches. She appliqued and then embroidered around every detail with brown floss.
TWICE...TWO EXACT QUILTS!
The side borders are the same as the bottom
rose and ribbon. There are corner roses too.

You notice this eagle doesn’t have war arrows. This is 1950....a time of peace.
We had just fought “the war to end all wars”. Everything was upbeat and
positive. Houses were going up in the new suburbs. Highways across the nation were being built. Everyone was working.
Peace and prosperity....all across this great land.
I can’t imagine appliqueing with that huge background fabric. I love the 13
stars in that circular shape around the eagle. I ordered 7 yards of cream on
cream toile from Laundry Basket through Missouri Star for my background.
I’m thinking shades of red for the eagle, pinks and yellows for the roses. I
have a beautiful rosy pink French General that I hope will work for the ribbons. I guess you know that my eagle will have a fist full of war arrows!!!
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Jeannie Austin, continued from page 4
** Jeannie, you are creating your interpretation of the “golden eagle” design quilt for your nephew’s daughter. Tell why this was important to you
to make.
FREEDOM ISN’T FREE

I’ve always known I’d make an eagle quilt in remembrance of my Nephew, Jordan Allen Lewis, who was killed in a training accident in 2015.
He was a Special Forces guy in the Air Force. He left a wife, young children, parents, siblings, extended family and friends who loved, respected and cared about him.

(right) “These are the times that try men’s Souls” Thomas Paine – December 23, 1776 -- In Honor & Memory of SSgt. Jordan Allen Lewis 27
Feb 1985 – 12 May 2015

(left) Freedom isn’t Free – US Air Force

(right) Freedom isn’t Free – Quilt in progress.

Jordan was born and raised in the beautiful Bitterroot Valley in
Montana. There’s an old saying, “you can take the boy out of Montana but you can’t take Montana out of the boy”. That was Jordan
“in a nutshell “! His daughter’s middle name is Eyrie. Look it up.
Eyrie is an eagles nest!
This is that little girls quilt. She was 6 when her Dad died. She’s 11
now.
**How many eagles and eagle quilts have you made?
7 with four eagles, either in 4 block Medallion centers, or with the
eagles incorporated in the borders.
19 with a single eagle, including the two I’m working on now.
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Jeannie Austin, continued from page 5
**Why do you love eagles?
Eagles have always been an important symbol of America and I love America.
Anita said: I have always loved eagles since moving to the Pacific Northwest in 1979. They have such power and
yet can rise above the storms. In fact they love a stormy day so they can soar. I have an eagle collection of pictures, crewel embroidery of one, and photos on dishes. I love watching them from my window or hearing them
when I am outside. I love how Jeannie has designed and made so many different eagles.
** Why do you love roses?

Who knows! I just love everything about them. I love how they smell, how beautiful they are. I painted before I
quilted and I loved painting them.
As a very young girl I played in my Grandad’s rose tunnel. He had an arbor 10-12 feet long, built over the walkway, going out to the chicken house. He kept clippers on nails at each end and he would clip away the stray
branches so Grandma could walk through to get to the chickens. I would pile her little wagon full of my dolls and
all their accessories and play “house” out there, all day. Grandma would bring me a “picnic” for my lunch.
I don’t know if that’s why I love roses, or not, but I love to applique my very simple roses. I cut them “free hand”
most of the time because I like flowers, etc. to be different shapes and different sizes.
My designs are simple and large. Simple because I want to relax and enjoy the work and large, graphic shapes
because we are sewing in a time of fabulously beautiful fabrics and I want to show them off!
(left) free hand cut roses for Freedom isn’t Free quilt
I’d like to see more of the historic woman’s work. I love to cut freehand and hardly anyone does that. People look at me like I’m nuts
if I say anything about cutting free hand.

(below) bottom border edge of roses for Freedom isn’t Free quilt

**I know you have taught in the past your methods. Tell us a special moment in one of your classes..
I haven’t taught for several years. I can’t walk because of my knees and I can’t hear

!

All those years I taught, I always taught my own stuff. I never taught a commercial pattern or someone else’s
pattern, so I always felt like I could talk about my patterns however I wanted. I hope I always did this....I think I
did. I talked about using a pattern just as an idea. Not as a design “carved in stone”. Once you give people permission and the courage to do that, wonderful things happen! The thing is you can’t just talk. You have to be
able to “think on your feet” and help the ones that need some assistance.
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Jeannie Austin, continued from page 6
I especially remember one lady when I was teaching in Kansas. I taught a one day beginning class and a three
day advance class. I had a large floral bouquet with my hand holding the stems. It ended being the medallion
center of a family history quilt. This represents my 2 times great grandmother. Her son wrote a great paper of
his childhood in Oregon that was sparsely settled at the time. He told about his Mother. She pieced quilts, but
didn’t quilt them. She would piece 2 tops and then hand them to a neighbor who would quilt both of them.
They each had a new quilt!
He (Asa) wrote about her flower and vegetable garden. He didn’t name flowers of course. I sewed the simple, old fashioned flowers; like lilacs, daisies, roses....always thinking about how I could teach each flower. I included a small wild prairie Sunflower. I told a bit of the story about that wagon train crossing their prairie, from
Iowa to Oregon. I’d studied a few prairie flowers, so I’d have an idea if someone suggested a flower they didn’t
know how to draw.
This was a big class. We were in a college; a big room with lots of tables and lots of floor space. Lots of young
women and they “got it”, and they spread out and just took off!
I can still “see” this one lady. A beautiful lady in her 80’s with a pile of snow white hair. She was lost! I learned
over the days, she was Mennonite. She learned to embroider at 4 years old. Her embroidery was included in the
yearly Mennonite sale. They’ve always had those big quilt and needlework sales to benefit a charity. Her Dad
would bid on her things. His neighbors would keep bidding and bid up the price so he’d have to pay more for her
little dish towel, or whatever it was.
She had been doing needlework, quilting, etc. her whole life and she never made anything without a
pattern....never! I told her as soon as I can get things going I was going to help her. This lady knew her way
around a needle! I was nervous. I didn’t know if I could get the idea of using her own life in her piece.
I had given out sheets of floral shapes, leaves, birds, etc. We also did a few dimensional flowers. Once she got
going, she had so much fun. At the end of the second day, she told me she would never look at a pattern the
same way again. I think that’s why I’ve never forgotten her. She just “blossomed “over that 3 day class.

Anita says: I encourage you to make applique quilts that tell a story next time. We are leaving a legacy to the
next generation by what we say through our applique. These are more eagles Jeannie has made into Quilts. They
will go to family and if they are children, they get their quilts when they are a bit older.
For those of you who would like to research details about Copyrights, this link is very helpful to explain those
details. https://thebluebottletree.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/copyright-crafters-hobbyists.jpg

(left to right: Jaeggers gown up quilt 2020; closeup detail; Jeannie’s great grandsons quilt)
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Annual Meeting
TAS Goes Virtual!
Thanks to the participation of over 100 members, the 2020 TAS Annual Meeting was a huge success! We have
received so many thoughtful and encouraging messages from attendees. Here are just a few of the messages we
received:
“I just wanted to say how much I enjoyed the sessions this weekend. The committee did a tremendous job organizing the technology and teaching us the ins and outs of zoom. I really feel the organization has grown in quality
in the last few years with the modifications and want to say thank you!”— Marcia
“I really enjoyed the meeting. I started my own Clam Shell quilt last week. I learned from every speaker…” – Jolene
“What a success!! The Virtual Annual Meeting was way more than I and the others from our Chapter expected…
The sessions were informative and inspiring.” -- Arlene
If you were unable to attend, or just want to revisit the fantastic presentations from Deborah Tirico, Irene Blanck,
Kathy Delaney and Barb Eikmeier, video recordings of the meeting are available on the Members Only section of
the TAS website.
So, you ask – What’s next?
Many of you expressed interest in participating in regularly scheduled meetings, so right away we set to work
planning! We kicked off a schedule of monthly meetings in August with a program from Pam Holland and are
working to fill the calendar for the rest of the year and into 2021. Mark your calendars now for the next two
meetings:
Kathy Wylie – September 26, 2020, 2 pm EDT
Kathy McNeil - October 24, 2020, 2 pm EDT
Watch the website and Facebook page for more information, including registration links, for upcoming meetings.
We welcome your suggestions for presenters, too – if there is someone you would like to see at an upcoming
meeting please email TASMeetings@gmail.com.
-- Dana Doerfler

Let’s Go Shopping!
The Lap App
This small adjustable lap table provides a rest for hands making it ideal for appliqué and handwork. The Lap App is
made of Natural Baltic Birch and Pine woods and features special Star Knobs making it easy to adjust. The base,
which sits in one’s lap, measures 12″ x 8″ includes 3 spindles for thread storage and an extra strong magnet to prevent needles from getting lost. The center pedestal measures approximately 5″ high and can be adjusted in multiple
directions – up/down and forward/backward. The rectangular top surface also measures 12″ x 8″ and pivots to be
flat or diagonal to suit the application and the user’s preference. It features a non slip area for tracing and marking.
Each Lap App comes with a 100% cotton, padded cover that is both removable and washable. We will choose the
print.....if you have a color preference or prefer modern over traditional; let us know and we will try to select one
that will make you happy! The cover features a pocket for a small pair of needlework scissors. A sewing pattern to
… continued on page 9
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Let’s Go Shopping, continued from page 8
make a replacement cover or an ironing cover is included with each
Lap App. Proudly handcrafted in the U.S.A. Retails at $69.99 USD.
https://www.lapappstore.net/products/the-lap-app

This is one item that I use all the time! I even have two of them so
no matter where I am I have it handy!
Katie McMullen

TAS Sew-Along
Join Kathy Delaney for a TAS Sew-Along! Kathy will lead you through her
book HORN OF PLENTY FOR A NEW CENTURY. If you already have the
book, great! But if you don’t, Kathy is selling the book to TAS members
only for the price of $5 plus postage. (That’s a $20 savings!) Shipping to
the US is $8. I checked with the post office and it appears that the shipping to Canada is $21 and the shipping to Australia is $28. Anyplace else,
just contact me and I’ll research the cost. (I think South Africa is $180!)
HORN OF PLENTY FOR A NEW CENTURY, published by Kansas City Star
Books in 2004, is based on a series quilt pattern that appeared in the Kansas City Star Newspaper in the 1930’s. Designed by Eveline Foland, the
original 18 blocks depicting fruit included embroidery to define the applique. Not liking to do hand embroidery, Kathy redrafted the block designs so she could stitch them out totally using applique techniques. The
book includes the original patterns as they appeared in the newspaper as
well as the redrawn blocks. It also includes the original Cornucopia
quilting design. Some of the blocks are simple enough for the absolute beginner and some are challenging enough
to satisfy the most experienced quilter. And those that are challenging can be adapted for the beginner by using
the original patterns. So everyone is welcome to join the TAS Sew-Along!
Kathy will lead a ZOOM meeting once a month, beginning October 20 at 6:30 pm Central time zone and every third
Tuesday thereafter (unless the group needs to change the time to accommodate our friends from around the
world), where you can ask questions regarding your progress, share your progress with other members of the SewAlong and just generally get together with others for an hour or so of stitching and conversation. Kathy will
demonstrate techniques, answer questions and cheer you on. It will be like taking a year-long workshop for the
cost of your book alone!
If you would like to participate (and get the discounted book price) or have any questions, contact Kathy at
kathy@kathydelaney.com . You must be a current TAS member to participate. We look forward to seeing you on
October 20!
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Chapter Happenings
Please welcome our newest chapter Networked Needlers. They are a virtual chapter!

During the Annual TAS meeting there was discussion of forming a “virtual” chapter so that appliquers who don’t
have a nearby chapter and may not have a lot of other appliquers nearby could meet and mingle. The Networked Needlers was born! We had a brief zoom call to determine what the goals of our chapter are and how
formal a chapter we want to have. In our case, it’s INFORMAL! What we all really were looking to do was have
a once a month zoom call with other applique enthusiasts and share tips and sew “together”! We filed a chapter application with TAS and decided we do not want to collect membership fees at this time. Sharon Dziekan
has agreed to be the Chapter Leader and Kim Seymour is our contact person and is hosting the zoom call. So,
the Networked Needlers are “meeting” via Zoom the first Thursday of every month at 6:30pm Central time for
approximately 90 minutes.
If you would like to join our virtual chapter please contact Kim Seymour
at innquilter@gmail.com and she will provide the link for the zoom meeting. Feel free to get a project ready, set
your device up next to your comfy chair and join us!

Katie McMullen
Chapter Coordinator

Book Reviews
Coloring with Thread
Tula Pink
Since many of us embellish our work with embroidery, I though this would be a good book to show you.
Tula Pink is well known for her magical fabric lines, using the entire rainbow of colors. In the introduction, she
tells about doing line drawings for a coloring book, letting her fans know about it and seeing the amazing pictures that came back. Building on this idea, she created embroidery patterns and, once again, asked fans to
complete them.
What came back to her is the basis for this book. Each design is stitched by a
different person, but you can see Tula’s hand in all of them. All from the world
of nature, the designs jump off the page at you and make you want to pick up
a needle as fast as you can.
There’s not a lot of text or explanations; most everything is illustrated in full
color for you.

There are illustrations of all the stitches used, so one can practice and then
accomplish the designs. None are beyond the range of a confident beginner.
Tula has also included a CD for the computer so the designs can be printed
off. Once printed, trace them on to whatever fabric you want to stitch and
you’re off to the races!
Eileen Keane
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Contacting The Appliqué Society

General Information

Anita M. Smith

Please contact the President at:
president@theappliquesociety.org

Membership

Coleen O’Kane

Please contact Membership at:
membership@theappliquesociety.org

Web Master

Coleen O’Kane

Please contact the Webmaster at:
webmaster@theappliquesociety.org

Newsletter Editor

Sharon Dziekan

Please contact the Editor at:
newsletter@theappliquesociety.org

Board Officers:

Directors:

President

Anita Smith

Eileen Keane

Vice President

Dana Doerfler

Coleen O’Kane

Secretary

Kathy Delaney

Dee Pitthan

Treasurer

Katherine McMullen

TAS Facebook Groups:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/608303619190226/ - open to TAS members only
https://www.facebook.com/groups/205292649964358/ - Appliqué Open Form, open to the public

Mailing Address:
The Appliqué Society ®
P.O. Box 1593
Freeland, WA 98249-1593

Website: www.theappliquesociety.org
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