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Meet the Artist: Pam Holland
By Anita Smith

I recently learned about Pam Holland’s project to replicate the
Bayeux Tapestry, a medieval embroidery approximately 230 feet
(70 m) long and 20 inches (50 cm) tall, in appliqué. I reached out
to Pam to learn more about what inspired her to embark on this
remarkable journey.
Pam, please tell us what inspired you to do this epic tale of the
Bayeux in applique. I'm asked over and over again, "Why did
you decide to re-create the Bayeux Tapestry?" It's a valid
question and one I don't have an answer for other than the fact
that I felt compelled to do it.
On the 4th of July 2005, I happened to find myself in Denver, Colorado; I was attending a weaving conference with
friends. I'm not a weaver at all, I know very little about weaving, but I was staying with a friend who was an avid
weaver, and I happened along to the event with her simply because I was staying at her house.
After two days of lectures on weaving, I found I needed a little
space and begged to go a buy coffee at a Barnes and Noble situated
down the street from the event. Pleased to be free, I began looking
at the books, and I came upon a book that almost jumped into my
hand - it was big and bold and begged me to pick it up and take it
to my table along with my coffee. I have an embarrassing habit that
my family are aware of, that of being able to distance myself in a
busy room. I can switch off the surrounding environment and
become immersed in my personal moment.
I had heard of the Bayeux Tapestry. After completing my “1776,
Heartache, Heritage and Happiness” quilt, a few people said it
reminded them of the Bayeux Tapestry. So here it was in front of
me, and I was happy to divert my attention away from weaving and
learn something I was interested in.

1776 Heartache, Heritage and Happiness

Four hours later, I realized my friends would be looking for me; I
had read the entire book. Indeed, not word for word, but the
pictures transferred me to another place that captured my spirit in
a strange sort of way.
…continued on page 3
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President’s Message
Anita M. Smith
TAS Founder/President
“Someday I will have time to do…” “I have been so
busy and would love to have time to do…”

In This Issue:

We have all said these words at least once. And for
the last 4 months many of you have had ‘time’ to
do things you have put off or wanted to get to. I
have seen many of my friends share pictures on
Facebook of the quilts they are finishing. We would love to see the quilts you
have finished. Send a photo to president@theappliquesociety.org, including the
pattern name and designer. If you designed your quilt, then give us that info
too.
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Many of us have projects we have put on the back burner. Remember our Row
by Row Appliqué challenge? I was so excited to see the designs. Since our ‘in
person’ meeting will be next year in 2021, we have a great opportunity to keep
this idea alive. Many who know me know I don’t give up easily, so let’s keep this
going! I know there are some very talented appliqué artists out there. Please
send your designs to P.O. Box 1593, Freeland, WA 98249 and I will be glad to
adjust them to the appropriate size and put into the proper format. See, it is
really easy! Share your area, your town, or special interest in your region in
appliqué. Contact me at president@theappliquesociety.org if you need more
info.
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Also, we now have some videos for you on the website under ‘Members Only
Videos”. We have some talented appliqué teachers and designers in our
membership. If this is you, we would love to talk to you about videos you might
want to share with our members. We use Vimeo to secure video content so that
it is only available to our members. We would love to offer more to our
members! Please contact me if you would like more information.
We have had to make some changes to our plans this year concerning the 2020
Annual Meeting. Check out the information on the TAS website in the ‘Members
Only’ section and in this newsletter. We have been thinking ‘outside the box’ to
find a way to have an annual meeting as required for our 501(c)3. I am sure you
will like this option.
I was thrilled to be able to interview Pam Holland for this issue. What an amazing
person she is, and so talented! Her work and her insights have impacted me
greatly. I hope it inspires you too. Maybe you have an idea that but are hesitant
to purse it? Pam shares how she has been in those shoes and what she did to
change her direction.
Many kind regards and friendship,

Entire contents of this newsletter
Copyright © 2020 by the Appliqué
Society TM. All Rights Reserved. No
part of this newsletter may be
reproduced in any way without
the written permission of The
Appliqué Society TM.

Anita
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Pam Holland, continued from page 1
I was most embarrassed, and I knew I had a lot of explaining to do. The best way was to
purchase the book and introduce the Bayeux Tapestry to my friends. One of the ladies
was a little dismissive of my passion and was quite adept at eye-rolling.
It was that evening that I decided to create a quilt the same as the tapestry.
Tell us why you wanted to change your focus from the first design to this new look of
the historic Bayeux design in appliqué. The first 9 foot sample I did was stitched with a
very small zig-zag (buttonhole) stitch. 1.5 stitch width and .35 stitch length. It looked
wonderful. Then I stitched outside of the appliqué piece in threads of the same color to
finish it off.

Pam’s first attempt of Bayeux

Now that the quilt was the full length, I felt I needed the appliqué to flow and become almost an illustration. The
stitch is a tiny blanket stitch, and I match the thread to the fabric as close as I can. Then the appliqué is illustrated
to give a dimensional effect.

New Bayeux Applique

I have noticed your style of appliqué is different than the traditional style. Tell us about your drive to do unique
designs in appliqué. I was a fashion designer for some 20 years, and many of our garments were appliquéd, well
before the word became fashionable.
…continued on page 4
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Pam Holland, continued from page 3
All of my work is machine done. I use my sewing
machine as an extension of my hands. Very early in
my career as a quilter, I wanted to create something
different with appliqué. I called my genre
“Drapplique” - drawing and appliqué.
The appliqué took on a new dimension; once I
added ink to the appliqué, it became an illustration
in thread and fabric.
I use 100% cotton for all my work. I appliqué and
quilt at the same time so that the appliqué stitch
goes through the three layers of fabric and is the
base for the quilting as well.

New Bayeux Applique

How do you keep focused and devote your time and energy to something so
historically encompassing? I do have lapses. Life gets in the way, and I’m
normally travelling ten months of the year. But when you have a passion, it
always sits there in the background waiting to be worked on again. I get such
satisfaction and delight working on the Bayeux that I rarely get bored with it;
each section is different, so there are challenges in every scene.
The Bayeux is not your first attempt at a historical quilt. Tell us your story of
your quilt 1776, Heartache, Heritage and Happiness. How did you find this this
quilt? Why did you make it and where is it now? This is a very long story, one of
passion and intrigue and I wrote a book on the story, “1776, Heartache, Heritage
and Happiness”.
My 1776 quilt (see photo, page 1) is very personal. In the midst of personal tragedy,
I stumbled upon a picture of "1776," an amazing story-quilt made by Sorbian
Bayeux Needlework close-up
soldiers on the battlefield as Prussian troops marched into Bohemia. The quilt,
constructed using an antiquated European technique known as Silesian quilting, incorporated an incredibly rich range
of patterns and imagery. Captivated, I set out to replicate the quilt using faster methods of machine appliqué. This
unique book recounts the story of the original quilt and describes my personal odyssey from despair to celebration, as
my remake of 1776 sweeps "Best in Show" at quilt shows across the United States. You can read more about the quilt
on my blog: https://iampamholland.com/2016/01/23/my-gift-the-1776-heartache-heritage-and-happiness/ .
What do you think sparked your interest in creativity, hand
work, and history? I’ve been drawing, designing and creating my
entire life. My greatest joy was to sit at the kitchen table and draw
while listening to those old serials on the radio. I began my
working life as a photographer, then moved into fashion design
and then I found quilting. I had to start at the beginning and learn
the basics, but I moved into quilting quickly. In quilting, I was able
to use my photography, design skills, illustration and love of
textiles, so it was like coming home. It was natural for me.
Twenty-five years later and I’m still discovering.
continued on page 5…
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Pam Holland, continued from page 4
As for history, it was my favorite subject at school, and when I began to study the
history of beautiful textile pieces, my interest was renewed.
I have read you have 15 children. How do you keep balance with family and your
creative path? Our family is large, busy, noisy and creative. Twelve of our children
were born to different parents, ten from overseas, two sons of aboriginal parentage
and three biological children, so we have a unique blend of culture.
Life was always busy and full before they all left home, and I guess I replaced the
busy family life by throwing myself full pelt into Textile Art. I have been teaching
and traveling full time for almost 24 years now.
As I travel, I have changed my focus and I collect and study textiles, embroidery and
the art of the fabric from all over the world.
Where do you find your creative ideas? I’m lucky that I have an imagination, so
the whimsical ideas come from my sense of childish interpretations, Mostly, they
just pop into my head, and I run with it. We have several Grandies who do the same,
so some of the ideas come from them too.
I always take photos with the idea of creating something from that photo.
My brain never stops creating. You know, I thought everyone was like that and it
wasn’t until I started teaching that I realized that that wasn’t the case.
Your work and designs are outside the box. What is your process for this? I guess
some of the designs are, and I have to say that I don't work in just one genre. I like
the challenge of doing something entirely different from the project I did before. I
Geraldine the Giraffe
was refused 'professional artist' status from one Textile Art group because I didn't
work in 'series'. I figure if I manage to go over the mountain and create my own
method, then I should be able to share it with others rather than have work on projects that look the same!
So I conquer one method such as using cheesecloth for my medium,
when I have that stashed away in my 'can-do' box I go on to the next
adventure.
What brings you joy? Goodness, everything I do really. I love
photography, art and creating. I love my studios (I have two), and I like to
do tough things to challenge myself. To make it harder, I often try
something out online while an audience is following. I haven't had a failure
yet, but it could happen. It all brings me sheer joy.
You have taught around the world. Tell us about your favorite
experience? I really love it all. I think India has had the most significant
effect on my career. Travelling is often fraught with challenges and danger,
and I could write a book, but it's the people I meet and the adventures I
have that make it so enjoyable and right now, I'm missing it all terribly.
Teaching is my life and my passion. I journal each day and life is good.
…continued on page 6

Cheesecloth Appliqué – Ricky Tims
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Pam Holland, continued from page 5
Do you work on one idea at a time? No, at the moment I have five
major projects underway. I have four Janome machines set up at once
and just go from one to the other. I also use a Bernina Q20 for some of
the free motion sewing. My day is generally worked to a schedule, but
I do slip occasionally.

Fabric from India – Raw Edge Applique

What advice would you have for a
budding artist/designer? What
would you tell “Pam Holland” now
that you are on the other end of
the creative journey? Everyone
can do what I've done. There is
nothing fancy about it.

I was a stay at home Mum for 12 years, then I decided to become a fashion
designer - and I did. I made lots of mistakes, but I learned from everyone I made.
I was timid and retiring, it was hard and often painful, but I was determined to
achieve my goals.
Once you take the leap, the sky is the limit, but the most important thing I could
say is that once you have mastered something, don't be precious about it, and
share your ideas. Give of yourself and you will be rewarded more than you can
imagine.

Block from 1776 Heartache
Heritage and Happiness

To learn more about Pam, visit her website (https://iampamholland.com/) and follow her on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/pam.holland3) and Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/pamholland3/).
--Anita M. Smith

Calendar of Events
Below is a list of academies, retreats and other appliqué-related events still being planned at the time of
publication. If you are aware of others that you would like to share, please email them to
webmaster@theappliquesociety.org for inclusion on our website and in future editions of the newsletter.
Baltimore on the Prairie — September 9-12, 2020 — Nebraska City, NE
•

For more information, visit the website: https://www.baltimoreontheprairie.com.

Academy of Appliqué — March 1-6, 2021 — Williamsburg, VA
•

Class catalog will be available August 8 and registration opens September 7, 2020. Visit the
website for more information: http://www.academyofapplique.com/.
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2020 Annual Meeting
Our 2020 Annual Meeting has gone virtual! Please plan to join us for four sessions of fantastic appliqué
programming on July 10 & 11, 2020. Meet our presenters:
Deborah Gale Tirico is an author, artist, and teacher avid needle artist that specializes
in wool appliqué enhanced with beautiful embroider embellishment. Educated as a
graphic designer, Deborah has studied appliqué and embroidery extensively, and has
been teaching since 2006. She has published three books, “Gorgeous Wool Appliqué”
in 2015, “Dimension in Wool Applique: Baltimore Album Style” in 2016, and
“Celebrate Wool Applique: 30 Folk Art Projects; 7 Gift Sets” in 2019. She recently
began offering online wool appliqué classes through her website
(https://deborahtirico.com/courses-overview/).
Deborah will be presenting a wool appliqué trunk show and will talk about how she
creates dimension in her work. To learn more about Deborah, visit her website (https://deborahtirico.com/), follow
her on Facebook (Deborah Tirico) and check out her YouTube channel for excellent instructional videos
(https://www.youtube.com/user/dtirico).

We introduced Irene Blanck in the Jan/Feb 2020 edition of the TAS newsletter
(https://media.rainpos.com/4874/2020_1_jan_feb.pdf). Irene will be
presenting a trunk show including some of her latest projects (she’s been
stitching up a storm while quarantined!) and will be teaching her clamshell
technique. If you are interested in giving the clamshells a try, you will find the
class supply list on the TAS website:
https://media.rainpos.com/4874/clamshell_class_requirements.pdf.
You will need to order the pattern and template from Paper Pieces:
https://www.paperpieces.com/Eye-Candy-Clamshells-Pattern-AcrylicTemplate-by-Irene-Blanck.
To learn more about Irene, visit her website (http://focusonquilts.com.au/)
and follow her on Facebook and Instagram (Focus on Quilts).

Kathy Delaney was also featured in the Jan/Feb 2020 issue of the TAS newsletter
(https://media.rainpos.com/4874/2020_1_jan_feb.pdf). Kathy has been teaching
machine appliqué in recent years and has invested considerable time perfecting
both raw-edge and prepared-edge appliqué methods. In her presentation, Kathy
will be sharing her machine appliqué techniques and beautiful machine appliqué
work.
To learn more about Kathy, visit her website
(http://www.kathydelaney.com/index.html) and follow her on Facebook and
Instagram (Kathy Delaney Quilter).
…continued on page 8
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2020 Annual Meeting, continued from page 7
Barbara “Barb” Eikmeier learned to sew in 4-H and made her first quilt while in high
school but didn’t start quilting seriously until 1984. She has been teaching quilting
for 30 years and has authored four books, including one featuring her favorite
technique titled “Back-Basting Applique Step by Step: By Hand or Machine”. Barb is a
fabric designer for Paintbrush Studio and designs patterns as well. Now residing in
Lansing, Kansas, she travels to lecture and teach for guilds around the United States.
Barb will be presenting her “A is for Applique” trunk show of appliqué quilts and
sharing with TAS members how she gave up all other appliqué techniques for back
basting appliqué.
To learn more about Barb’s work visit her website (www.barbsfavorites.com) and
follow her on FaceBook (Barbara J Eikmeier Quilter) and Instagram (bjeikmeier).

Annual Meeting Agenda (all times US Central)
1:00pm
3:00pm

Session 1 - Friday (Jul 10)
Deborah Tirico – wool appliqué trunk show (~90 min)
Annual Meeting (60 min)

7:00pm

Session 2 – Friday (Jul 10)
Irene Blanck – trunk show & clamshell class

9:00am
11:00am

Session 3 - Saturday (Jul 11)
Kathy Delaney - machine appliqué (2 hrs)
Show & Tell

1:00pm
2:30pm

Session 4 – Saturday (Jul 11)
Barb Eikmeier – “A is for Appliqué” program
Scavenger Hunt/Closing

The meeting will be hosted on Zoom. You do not need a Zoom account to join. If you are joining via a laptop or
desktop computer, you will simply click on the “join meeting” link in the invitation email and follow the
instructions to download and launch Zoom. If you plan to join from a phone or tablet you will need to install the
Zoom Meeting app prior to joining the call. We will open the first session 30 minutes before the meeting is
scheduled to start (12:30 pm Central time) to give you a little time to troubleshoot any connection problems.
If you are new to Zoom, here are a few quick YouTube tutorials to help you get started:
•
•
•

How to join a Zoom meeting
Joining and configuring audio and video
Zoom on smart phones

You will need to register for the meeting to receive the meeting invitations. To register, please email Dana
Doerfler at dorflr4@charter.net. Registrations must be received by July 8, 2020.
May/June 2020
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Chapter Happenings
What are you doing to stay connected as a chapter during this time of quarantine? This is the question we asked
of our chapter leaders, and here are the responses we received:
•

Wild Rose Stitchers - Cochrane, AB Canada
Our chapter used to meet in person once a month but now we are participating in weekly Zoom meetings.
It’s been a great way to stay connected and often members are working on appliqué projects so we can
see what others are creating. I’m grateful for the technology.

•

Mousecreek Appliquers - Howell, NJ
Mousecreek Appliquers has been meeting monthly through Zoom with well over 50% attending. We’ve
been following our usual agenda with just a few alterations. Members are continuing to work on their
block of the month projects and we all love the show and tell. We are moving ahead with our chapter’s
quilt that will be donated to the M.D. Anderson Ovarian Cancer Research auction in 2021. We suggest
websites, YouTube and Vimeo videos, and new tools that we’ve tested out. It’s a comfort to reconnect and
see everyone smiling and well. That said everyone is eager to return to our in-person meetings as soon as
possible at Mousecreek Quilts in Howell, NJ.

•

Threads of Time - O’Fallon, IL
Threads of Time members are staying connected by having a Zoom meeting each month. We have been
doing this with great success since April. It keeps us inspired and informed.

We want to hear what your chapter is doing to stay connected! Please submit your articles (with pictures if
you can) about your chapter’s happenings to taschapters@gmail.com
Visit the Chapters page on the TAS website to find a list of current chapters, information on starting a new chapter,
and an application form if you are ready to get one started in your area. Only three TAS members are needed to
start a chapter. If you are a member of a former chapter that is currently inactive, you can become an active
chapter again by filling out the same application form and checking the box “reactivate.”

Newsletter Editor Needed
Interested in becoming more involved in TAS? The Board needs your help! We are currently in need of a
volunteer to lead the publication of the bimonthly newsletter. The newsletter editor’s responsibilities will
include planning content and securing authors for each issue, assisting in the development of newsletter
content, attending monthly board meetings, and preparing the publication for posting on the website.
Please email president@theappliquesociety.org if you are interested in volunteering.
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Book Reviews
Simply Appliqué the Hugs and Kisses Way
By Helen Stubbings

When I first looked at this book, I thought it was going to be a “cute” way of doing
applique. I was not sure what to expect.
I was pleasantly surprised; her technique is similar to classic appliqué, whether by
hand or by machine. It is prepared edge, using a leave in appliqué paper. Her paper
can be used in an ink jet printer, so you are able to print your templates out without
having to trace them. The fabric is glued around the template, adhered to the
background and then stitched your favorite way.
There are 12 projects in the book, large and small. They are pretty simple patterns, so
you can get used to the technique. Ms. Stubbings has included a CD with the book
that has all the pattern pieces; they are already reversed so you can jump right into
the projects. If you don’t have a printer, she explains what you need to do to trace them out on your own.
There are several pages of basic quilting and embroidery instructions toward the back of the book, as well as ideas
for finishing the projects sprinkled throughout the pages. Ms. Stubbings recommends her own products in the book,
but there are many different brands of supplies available online and in shops.
The technique isn’t exactly new, but it’s handy to have in your tool kit.

Flossie Teacakes Guide to English Paper Piecing: Exploring the
Fussy-Cut World of Precision Patchwork
By Florence Knapp

Now for something a little different… As whimsical as the title of this book sounds, it
is actually very educational. The author begins with a little history of English paper
piecing (EPP) and gives a scientific explanation of why we enjoy handwork, whether
it is appliqué, embroidery or EPP. There are so very many reasons why we love to do
what we do.
Ms. Knapp goes on to profile several EPP artists. Each one has approached this
technique in his/her own way, but all believing that “slow and steady wins the race”,
just like we do with appliqué.
Of course, the meat and potatoes are the techniques and patterns. This book has everything you need to know
about what tools and supplies you will need to start to English paper piece. There are photos of rosettes, but you’ll
print the patterns out on your own printer. Once you’ve put all your pieces together, you have a choice: appliqué
them to a background, or you can keep going with the English paper piecing until your quilt is complete.
There’s so much more about EPP than I ever knew, and I learned a lot. Great book!
--Eileen Keane
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Let’s Go Shopping!
The unique gel ink of The Madam Sew Gel Pens marks
clearly on fabrics and disappears after ironing. The pens
have a small, precision point that creates a thin line and
they work well on nearly all fabrics. These pens are
available through the Madam Sew website:
https://madamsew.com/products/heat-erasable-fabricmarking-gel-pens.

Wooly Felted Wonders offers a wool mat cleaner that can be used to remove light
scorch stains, threads, and other build-up such as starch from appliqué preparation
from your felted wool ironing mat. The tool is available in four handle colors: red,
black, silver, and wood: https://www.woolyfeltedwonders.com/shop/IroningMats/p/Wool-Mat-Cleaner-x48327689.htm

Spot on Dot Magnifying Lenses, developed by
the Gypsy Quilter, are a perfect tool for
precision-perfect accuracy when cutting fabric
with a ruler. Spot on Dots allow you see exactly
where you’ve lined up your fabric on your ruler
by giving you magnified visibility at the point
that matters most. The small dot is 1 inch in
diameter and the large dot is 2 inches in
diameter. The magnification at the center of
each dot is 3X. Spot on Dot is placed adhesive
side down on your ruler at the spot you want to
magnify. The reusable adhesive ring will prevent the Spot on Dot from shifting while you cut. Visit the Gypsy
Quilter website to find Spot on Dots at a quilt shop near you:
https://www.gypsyquilter.com/category/aids/TGQ030.
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Contacting The Appliqué Society
General Information

Anita M. Smith

Please contact the President at
president@theappliquesociety.org

Membership

Coleen O’Kane

Please contact Membership at
membership@theappliquesociety.org

Web Master

Coleen O’Kane

Please contact the Webmaster at
webmaster@theappliquesociety.org

Newsletter Editor

Open

Please contact the Editor at
newsletter@theappliquesociety.org

Board Officers:

Directors:

President

Anita Smith

Eileen Keane

Vice President

Dana Doerfler

Coleen O’Kane

Secretary

Kathy Delaney

Dee Pitthan

Treasurer

Katherine McMullen

TAS Facebook Groups:
• https://www.facebook.com/group s/608303619190226/ - open to TAS members only
• https://www.facebook.com/group s/205292649964358/ - Appliqué Open Form, open to the public

Mailing Address:
The Appliqué Society ®
P.O. Box 1593
Freeland, WA 98249-1593
Website: www.theappliquesociety.org
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