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Our mission is to promote, teach, and encourage the love of ALL types of appliqué in quilting. 

March/April — Volume 24 - Number 2 

Meet the Artist:  Dawn Heese  

Author, pattern and fabric designer, and award-winning 
quilter Dawn Heese of Prairie Home, Missouri will be the 
featured artist at the 2020 TAS Annual Meeting in O’Fallon, 
Illinois.  Dawn will be presenting a trunk show titled “The 
French Connection” about her experience working with 
French publications and participating and teaching at the 
Nantes quilt show.  Dawn will also be leading two workshops, 
one featuring wool appliqué and the other cotton, before 
and after the meeting.  We recently sat down with Dawn to 
learn a little more about her as we look forward to 
welcoming her in May. 

How did you get started quilting?  Have you always done 
appliqué or did that come later?  I grew up in a family where 
everyone did some kind of stitching, even if they didn’t quilt.  
My grandmother was a quilter, and my great-grandmother 
was a quilter. I grew up doing handwork, even as a kid, like 
embroidery and cross-stitch, so when I got into quilting, 
applique right away really appealed to me because it was 
handwork and I could take it with me.  

Have you always worked with wool?  I started working with 
cotton, doing needle-turn appliqué. I probably started 

working with wool quite a bit around 2011 when I started finding more access to it. I started trying it in different 
things, mixing it in with my cottons, and found that it added a lot of texture.  I go back and forth because I love them 
both; they each offer something different.  

What type of background fabric do you use for your wool appliqué projects?  I do some wool-on-wool for things like 
table runners and little charger mats, but I’m more of a quilt maker so most of my work is wool on cotton.  

Do you have an art background? How did you get into designing?  No, I do not have any type of art training. I think I 
started designing because of my grandmother’s influence.  I never remember seeing her use a formal pattern. She 
always drew things up on cardboard or a paper sack. When I started quilting around 1999 I was working from patterns 
and would ask her questions and she had no idea how to answer since she had never worked with patterns herself.  I  

 …continued on page 3 
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President’s Message 
Anita M. Smith 
TAS Founder/President  
It has been over a year (October 2018) since I rejoined 
The Appliqué Society Board.  In this journey I have met 
some wonderful women that have given of their time, 
experience and wisdom to help revive and restructure 
The Appliqué Society.  We have accomplished so much 
in the last 10 months.  I love the willingness of each of 
these women to share their insight and ideas to make 
TAS exciting to be a part of again.  We have continued 

to grow in membership.  We have new ideas and stories for the newsletter.  Just 
this past week we have set up some videos to test out our “members only” 
teaching videos link.  Thank you to Sharyn Mellors for her “Eyes and Faces” video, 
and to Kathy Dunigan for her sampling of Baltimore blocks appliqué.  I also want 
to thank them for letting us share their teachings on our inaugural video section 
of the website. 

Most of all I want to thank the TAS board members for volunteering to be on the 
board another year. We will have elections in May. We are continuing to fine 
tune the changes in TAS in the coming months.  We will be updating you about 
the changes as they are completed. I am so grateful for all the appliqué teachers 
and appliqué artists who have been so supportive of our efforts.  

Speaking of support, I want to thank you the members for your support too.  
Also, you can renew your membership now.  You do not have to wait until April 
or May to renew.  It would be a wonderful show of support to us as the Board to 
see how we are impacting you the members.  When I meet up with TAS members 
I hear good things.  If you would like to send a note that would be great too. 

Many kind regards and friendship,  

Anita 
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Join us for the TAS Annual Meeting! 

When:  May 29-30, 2020 

Where: The Regency Conference Center in O’Fallon, IL  

Cost: $30 meeting fee, optional workshops available for additional fee 

See the TAS website for the registration form and more information. 

Hosted by the Threads of Time Chapter 

https://www.theappliquesociety.org/annual-meeting-2019.htm
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Dawn Heese, continued from page 1  

got to where I was pulling a color palette and would have an 
idea of what I wanted to do but couldn’t find a pattern that I 
liked so I decided to go back to my roots and just draw my 
own.  When I was drawing my very first pattern, I found out 
that Kansas City Star was taking book proposals. I thought my 
design would be a great idea for a book, so I worked the 
design up and sent it to them and they accepted it as a project 
book, so that’s how I became a designer. 

Do you draw your designs by hand or do you use computer 
software?  I draw everything by hand, and then once the quilt 
is finished and I have finalized the design I scan the drawings 
into the computer and clean them up to produce the pattern.  
I always start out with a rough sketch that is a general idea of 
what I am planning but then the design builds as I go. 
Sometimes the things that I thought would work don’t end up 
being the best idea, or I might change my colors along the 
way. The end result is sometimes pretty close to the original 
sketch, and other times it will take a turn and end up very 
different. 

What technique do you prefer for cotton appliqué? I do needle-turn. I find that it is the easiest and fastest method 
and it’s really portable. I’m on the go a lot and my work goes with me everywhere I go. I use freezer paper templates 

to mark my pieces on the right side of the fabric, and then use 
appliqué pins to hold the pieces in place.  If I have something 
really large I will sometimes baste the piece in place. 

 What technique do you use for wool appliqué?  I don’t ever 
blanket stitch, use pearl cotton, or use fusible. I attach my 
pieces to the background using a pin or a little bit of glue. I 
don’t really do a whip stitch – it’s sort of the reverse of that 
where the stitch goes into the background straight and the 
angle is on the back. I usually use two strands of embroidery 
floss since I don’t want the thread to sit on top of the wool. My 
work is usually pretty busy so I don’t like to see the heavy 
thread and buttonhole stitching all over it as something else 
that moves your eye around. 

How many books have you published?  My first book, the one 
with Kansas City Star, was called “Geese in a Rose Garden” and 
was published in April 2009. My book that is coming out in 
March will be my seventh book.  I published four additional 
books through KC Star and this will be my second with 
Quiltmania.   
 …continued on page 4 Manor House by Dawn Heese 
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Dawn Heese, continued from page 3  

Can you tell us more about your new book?  The book will debut 
at the show in France (Pour l’amour du fil in Nantes) in April so it 
should be out in the next few weeks.  The book is called 
“Flowering Folk Art” and includes a lot of folk art floral designs 
influenced by the red and green quilts of the 1800s. I wanted the 
book to contain a wide array of projects; it has wool-on-cotton 
and needle-turn appliqué quilts both large and small, wool-on-
wool projects like wool mats and table runners, and three needle-
punch designs. 

You also design needle-punch patterns? I had people asking me 
to create needle-punch patterns from my designs so I started that 
a couple of years ago and they have been very successful. This 
year will be my second year of teaching needle-punch classes in 
France and my classes are already filled. 

In addition to the book coming out soon, you recently released a couple of new BOM patterns, correct?  My 
pattern company is Linen Closet Designs.  I used to create a few individual patterns to take to Quilt Market every 
year but have found that the market has changed over the past few years and shop owners are more interested in 
block of the month patterns than individual patterns, so I am mainly designing BOM patterns now. This year I did 
something a little different and started showcasing two new BOM designs a little in advance and I opened them up 
to a limited number of people as a BOM through me. No one else will have access to those designs until they are 
released to the public at Spring Market in May.  Shops will start running the BOM programs after Market. 

When did you start designing fabric?  I did my first line of 
fabric with Henry Glass back in 2012.  I started on a 
second line but decided that it wasn’t going to be a very 
good fit, so I took a step back. More recently I was 
approached by Diamond Textiles to design a line of basic 
prints to mix and match with their wovens.  The line is 
called “A Common Thread” and includes 15 pieces that 
will be around all the time, so I tried to design them to be 
timeless. You can get completely different looks with 
them depending on what wovens you mix them with.  We 
have another line in the works but the release date has 
not been set yet. 

You mentioned that you are headed to the Nantes quilt 
show in April - can you tell us a little more about that?  
This will be my third year teaching in France. I will be 
teaching two classes.  Since I also have a book debuting 
this year, Quiltmania will set up a booth with walls and 
 …continued on page 5 
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Dawn Heese, continued from page 4  

furniture that they call a “house. They decorate it with all of your projects and you get to hang out there and talk to 
people and sign books.  It’s really nice because they set everything up; all I have to do is show up. 

Where else will you be teaching this year?  I am teaching at a retreat with Bonnie Sullivan and Gail Pan in Melbourne, 
Australia in October. I will also be traveling to teach quite a bit in the US this year.  I don’t currently have my calendar 
updated on my website, but I post all of my events on my Facebook page.  

Dawn’s sells her patterns through her website www.linenclosetdesigns.bigcartel.com.  Follow Dawn on  Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/LinenClosetDesigns) and Instagram (quilterheese) to keep up with her latest work.  If you are 
interested in booking a trunk show and/or workshop with Dawn, visit her website (www.linenclosetdesigns.com) for 
more information and email her at dawne86@hotmail.com. 

--Dana Doerfler 

Below is a list of academies, retreats and other appliqué-related events.  If you are aware of others that you would 
like to share, please email them to webmaster@theappliquesociety.org  for inclusion on our website and in future 
editions of the newsletter. 

Academy of Appliqué—March 2-7, 2020—Williamsburg, VA 

• For more information, visit their website http://www.academyofapplique.com  

• Or contact Barbara Blanton (757) 565-5299 

Appliqué at Seabeck Bay—March 23-27, 2020– Seabeck, WA 

• For more information, contact Loretta Bilow, lorden@olynpen.com 

Everett Quilt Show, - May 1-2, 2020—Everett, WA 

• ”Come be a Material Witness”, open call for entries Mid-February 

• For more information, visit their website,  https://www.everettquiltshow.com/    

TAS Annual Meeting—May 29-30, 2020 — O’Fallon, IL 

• The Regency Convention Center, 400 Regency Park, O’Fallon, IL 

Quilters Hall of Fame Celebration—July 16-18, 2020—Marion, IN 

• Induction of Marti Michell 

• For more information, visit their website https://quiltershalloffame.net/  

Baltimore on the Prairie—September 9-12, 2020—Nebraska City, NE 

• For more information, visit their website https://www.baltimoreontheprairie.com 

Calendar of Events 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.linenclosetdesigns.bigcartel.com&d=DwMFaQ&c=UE1eNsedaKncO0Yl_u8bfw&r=lkJg7E2cthEldunSeKtYTbW5M0yncm2q6nT_l7XFLYc&m=g5GWr8U-dqlLkHjshxG6QKpP85sxJFOjSxmh9lFaOQI&s=taTEwnJoWlaTiothYUSUjdx29tkBVpb0e9fuhebtHg0&e=
http://www.facebook.com/LinenClosetDesigns
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.linenclosetdesigns.com&d=DwMFaQ&c=UE1eNsedaKncO0Yl_u8bfw&r=lkJg7E2cthEldunSeKtYTbW5M0yncm2q6nT_l7XFLYc&m=g5GWr8U-dqlLkHjshxG6QKpP85sxJFOjSxmh9lFaOQI&s=NKpjIgAgXR6ZtTMGtDmSvoWH3FP0i-X1MQ0RoOZhIKY&e=
mailto:dawne86@hotmail.com
mailto:webmaster@theappliquesociety.org
http://www.academyofapplique.com/
mailto:lorden@olynpen.com
https://www.everettquiltshow.com/
https://quiltershalloffame.net/
https://www.baltimoreontheprairie.com/
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David Taylor’s obsession with fabric began at an early age, 
salvaging scraps from his mother’s trash bin. It was a part-
time job at a fabric store that eventually led him to quilting. 
He semi-retired from his career as a computer graphic artist 
in 2009 and since then has traveled the world teaching 
appliqué and quilting techniques.  David currently resides in 
Henniker, New Hampshire. His work has earned him 
numerous major awards, and his quilts hang in numerous 
private collections worldwide.  David was featured in the 
January/February 2015 edition of the newsletter. I recently 
caught up with him to see how he was doing in his creative 
world.  

David, in reviewing your work, you seem to have a 
wonderful love of nature in your appliqué.  I also see you 
also have incorporated piecing into your quilting to tell your 
stories.  What is your favorite past creation that has inspired 
your creativity today? 

During the lecture I present to quilt guilds throughout the year, I include a review of my past works to illustrate 
the evolution of my appliqué technique. As I view past works, some I can't remember the process; some stand 
out vividly. “I Ain't No Spring Chicken!” still marks a milestone in my progress. It was during that piece I realized I 

could every use every color in my fabric stash, as 
long as the printed texture and value of each piece 
of printed or dyed fabric blended well with others. It 
was quite transformative. 

How did the gas explosion that damaged your 
home and studio in February 2016 in Steamboat 
Springs, Colorado impact your creativity?  

The explosion in 2016 came on the heels of my 
heart surgery 18 months prior. The thought I held in 
my head at that time was that a message was being 
sent to me from the universe that it was time to 
change my life. As my studio was destroyed, I was 
sure it meant to move on from fabric and pursue 
other endeavors.  

But fabric, I reasoned, has been a part of my life for 
as far back as I can remember. There hasn’t been a  

 …continued on page 7 

Then & Now: David Taylor 

I Ain't No Spring Chicken! by David Taylor 
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David Taylor, continued from page 6…. 

day in my life when I have not thought about 
creating with fabric. I have started many 
projects in the time since relocating to New 
Hampshire, but only one so far has reached 
fruition – and it is not appliqué. 

The new work is titled “Piecing Together My 
Fractured Life” was more than two years in the 
making. It's a log cabin self-portrait. It is not 
perfect. The concept was to ignore color and 
create by value. I would like it to be a success, 
and I do think I may make another attempt at 
the process with a different subject matter. The 
quilting is adequate but flawed. It does not 
come close to my usual standards. Yet it is 
finished and hanging this spring at the Rocky 
Mountain Quilt Museum as part of my 2020: 
Hindsight retrospective exhibit. 
https://www.rmqm.org/current-exhibitions.htm  

In January 2019, I awoke one morning and decided it was time to get back to appliqué. Just like that. I started 
working on a large project I had abandoned before the fire. All of the work I had done then was destroyed. As I 
was not too far along with it at that time, it seemed reasonable to start again. Progress has been slow and steady, 
and I have persevered in getting it completed. The top is done – a combination of machine piecing, hand-piecing 
and hand appliqué – and I should begin the machine quilting any day now. I am very satisfied with the quilt to this 
point and hope to share it with the world this summer. Stay tuned. 

What would you tell the appliqué lover how to tell a 
story with cloth? What is your process? Photos? 
Sketches? Or? 

The best encouragement I can offer fabric fanatics is to 
love what you do. I create for myself. If I put my heart 
and soul into a project, my hope is that the viewer will 
receive that same feeling. I want to learn something 
about myself or the world around me with each project 
I create. Otherwise, there is no reward. The most time 
spent on any of my projects is in my mind in the pre-
planning. I do not make notations or create rough 
drafts; I see, I touch, I feel, I create. And I buy a lot of 
fabric! My process is to attempt to recreate 
photographs with fabric and hope that the viewer sees 
the subject matter – the story – rather than the quilt.  

--continued on page 8 

Piecing Together My Fractured Life  
by David Taylor 

Hidden Treasures by David Taylor 

https://www.rmqm.org/current-exhibitions.htm
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David Taylor, continued from page 8…. 

 
What do you consider the most 
important items to have to be successful 
in creating appliqué and telling stories 
with it? How do you research? Where do 
you get inspirations? 

All any person needs to enjoy the art of 
appliqué is a needle, some thread, and 
fabric. It's that simple. There seems to be 
one million ways to appliqué. It bothers 
me a great deal when I hear that there is a 
right way or a wrong way to appliqué. I 
don't believe there is a 'wrong,' there's 
just different. Create for yourself. Don't 
dishonor yourself by not wanting your 
work to be the best it can be. Persevere. 

At times, when I look back on my body of work, I can see my life 
story in the images. As I was creating each piece it was not 
evident to me at the time why I chose each particular subject 
matter. Now, in hindsight, it is all laid out for the world to see. 
One could argue it has been a type of therapy.  

As for the craft of appliqué, craft becomes art when it is shared. 
It's just fabric until you add your heart.   

Do you still hand appliqué? Machine appliqué? 

More than 20 years ago, I would have declared I had no interest 
in hand appliqué. Now, it is an integral part of my livelihood. 
Professionally, I'm not sure how many appliqué projects I will 
create in the future. Privately, appliqué will always be a pastime 
I enjoy. My mother instilled a love of craft in our family – my 
two brothers and three sisters all have forms of craft they 
enjoy. For me, the love of creating with fabric will never wane.  

To reach David Taylor or see where he is teaching and how 
to invite him to your area, check out his website. 
https://www.davidtaylorquilts.com/ 

--Anita M. Smith 

 

Up, Up, & Away by David Taylor 

Maynard by David Taylor 

https://www.davidtaylorquilts.com/
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It is election time once again!  All members of the current board have volunteered to run for re-election, and brief 
introductions for those members are provided below.  Are you interested in getting more involved in shaping and 
growing our organization?  The Board currently has an opening for a Newsletter Editor and would welcome interest 
in any board role.  If you would like to run for a board position, please email president@theappliquesociety.org.   

Candidate for President – Anita Smith 

I have sewn ever since I can remember and probably because my parents were 
German tailors and sewing was all around me in the home. Working with scraps of 
fabric or making clothing was commonplace in my world. Quilting came into my life in 
1979 when a friend invited me to a sampler quilting class where I lived at the time. I 
was smitten and loved the beauty you could create with pieces of fabric. When the 
teacher came to the appliqué design, I knew that was my favorite part. I wanted to 
learn more but struggled to find teachers to learn from. In 1996 is when the vision of 
TAS came to me. The vision I had was to have an international group to be a place to 
network and promote teachers, products, and find fellow appliqué lovers. I still have 
that vision for TAS.  

My professional experiences are these. I have volunteered to be on many types of boards. Community Boards, 
County Fair boards and have been President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer in most of the organizations for 
various lengths of time. In each of these positions, I have learned many skills. I was superintendent of our Quilting 
and Sewing departments of our local county fair. I began and also coordinate a team of volunteers to make quilts for 
our local veterans. This has been immensely rewarding to thank our local veterans for their service. I have managed 
many high-end homes in a cleaning business I owned for 10 years. I have also managed a medical doctor’s practice 
for 5 years with scheduling, billing and doctor’s chart notes. My husband Brad and I have been married 49 years this 
year and have one son 45. Brad is very supportive of my efforts and time with TAS. We have 2 cats and a dog that 
keep us entertained and laughing. We still live on Whidbey Island where TAS was “born” in 1996. 

Vice President Candidate – Dana Doerfler 

I joined a local TAS chapter over 15 years ago as a relatively new quilter interested in 
learning how to appliqué.  I was hooked immediately!  I love both wool and cotton 
appliqué and am particularly drawn to reproduction/historic patterns.  I co-lead the 
Threads of Time chapter in O’Fallon, IL (near St. Louis, MO) along with Katie McMullen, 
the current TAS treasurer.  Our chapter just celebrated its tenth anniversary and will be 
hosting the TAS Annual Meeting this year. While my ‘day job’ significantly limits my fun 
time, I find that hand work helps me unwind and rid my mind of the stresses of the 
corporate world.   

I have enjoyed serving as the Vice President over the past nine months and am excited by the plans the board has 
made to grow the organization and provide even more benefits to members in the coming year.    

2020 TAS Board Election 

mailto:president@theappliquesociety.org
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Secretary Candidate – Kathy Delaney 

I made my first quilt in 1991 and began teaching in a local quilt shop in 1996.  I fell in love 
with appliqué with my first class in about 1997.  My first appliqué quilt is part of the 
gallery in the AQS book “Gems of Summer” by Emily Senuta. 

Following being published in several Chitra Publications and having my work  included in 
a book by Barbara Brackman, “Prairie Journal”, my first book was published (“Hearts and 
Flowers”), followed by six more books, articles in publications such as Quilters 
Newsletter, and contributions to more of Barbara Brackman's books. 

I have taught at national and regional quilt shows all over the country and appeared on HGTV with Alex Anderson. I 
have held every office in my local guilds at least once, if not multiple times. My goal is for The Appliqué Society be the 
umbrella for all appliqué lovers.  There are so many places to take classes, books to read, patterns to stitch, and I 
would like to see TAS be the place appliqué lovers go to find out about opportunities, teachers, books, tools and 
publications. 

Treasurer Candidate – Katherine “Katie” McMullen 

I’ve been appliquéing for 25 years. My favorite method is needle-turn—I like to sit and 
stitch with as little prep as possible! Historic quilts are my favorite reference for 
inspiration. I also enjoy wool appliqué. I’ve attended many different appliqué conferences, 
with The Elly Sienkiewicz Appliqué Academy in 2006 as my first. 2006 was also the year I 
joined The Appliqué Society (TAS). In 2009, my friend Dana Doerfler and I started our local 
TAS chapter, “Threads of Time,” that is still a very active group. I’m also an avid organizer, 
and in 2016 and 2017 I wrote six articles for TAS newsletters on organizing a sewing room.  

I earned a BS in math education from Oregon State University and a MS in guidance and counseling from the 
University of North Dakota. As an Air Force spouse, I’ve lived many places and have taught at the junior high, high 
school, junior college and, through various base education offices, collegiate levels. I’ve been out of the classroom for 
a number of years and presently teach needle-turn appliqué classes, which I enjoy very much! I served as president of 
our local quilt guild, Hearts ‘n’ Hands, for two years and am co-chairing our next quilt show, Quilts From the Heart 
2019 (an event that I’ve chaired twice before). I also plan and chair a monthly event for our guild that we call Quilt 
Club, with about 150 members, where we teach each other various quilt-related skills. I live in O’Fallon, Illinois (in the 
greater St. Louis area) with my husband, Scott, of 40 years. We have two children, Nancy and Matthew, and a 
granddaughter, Charlotte, Nancy and her husband James’ daughter, whom I help take care of. She is wonderful of 
course. 

Director Candidate – Eileen Keane 

My name is Eileen Keane; I’ve lived in Maybrook, NY for 36 years. I’ve been married for 
38 years to a very supportive husband; we have 2 grown children and a wonderful 
grandson. Michael and I like to go to concerts, travel and spend time with friends. I’ve 
been quilting for over 25 years, doing appliqué for about 20 of those years. I love the 
artistry of appliqué, how it interprets nature and the world around us. I’ve recently fallen 
in love with wool appliqué as well. Now, all I have to do is finish!!  
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I served as secretary on 2 different Boards for the Country Quilters in Pine Bush, NY and as treasurer for the Warwick 
Valley Quilters Guild in Warwick, NY. I’ve been on the TAS Board since 2013, first as a Committee Chair, then a 
Director, as 1st Vice President, and now as the Social Media Director. 

I’ve been the moderator for The Appliqué Society’s Facebook group since 2014, and the Appliqué Open Forum since 
its inception. I want to help TAS succeed in any way I can. 

Director Candidate – Coleen O’Kane  

My name is Coleen O’Kane. I live in Monroe Center, Illinois with my husband Patrick and our 
dog Rex. We have 3 children and 5 grandchildren. I have worked in retail for 28 years and as 
a manager for 15 years, most of which have been in fabric or craft stores. Currently I work in 
a quilt shop and have a longarm quilting business. I have held a number of positions in our 
local guild: Programs, Treasurer and Quilt Show Chair. Currently I am the Treasurer for the 
Quilt Show. My duties in TAS are as Membership Chair and Webmaster. I have been quilting 
for 36 years. I have always admired appliquéd quilts so early on I began taking appliqué 
classes. I love that you can create screens from nature with bits of fabric. My favorite part of 
appliqué is the stitching and watching it come to life. Unfortunately, there is always 
something new to tempt me so that I start more than I finish! 

Director Candidate – Dee Pitthan 

I was born and grew up in Columbus, Ohio, graduated from Ohio State University in 
Advertising Design, married 2 years after graduating, moved to a small town in 
Northwestern Ohio, lived there for 4 ½ years, moved to Nebraska for 4 ½ years and moved 
to Rockford 1973. We were supposed to be here 2 years and yet here we are.  

I started quilting in the late seventies, just about the time of its resurgence. I am a charter 
member of the Sinnissippi Quilters Guild which started in 1980. I was president in 1994-95 
and 2015-2016. I’ve served on the board in about every capacity at different times and 
chaired our biannual quilt show twice. I also served on the board of the National Quilting 
Association 1994-2002, serving as president 2000 -2002.  

Eventually found my fondness for appliqué in the 80's and here I am. Quilting has introduced me to a lot of great 
people from all over the country and a few other countries. You soon find out how great quilters are when you need 
something, or when someone is in need, they are always there to help. 

  
Newsletter Editor Needed 

Interested in becoming more involved in TAS?  The Board needs your help!  
We are currently in need of a volunteer to lead the publication of the 
bimonthly newsletter.  The newsletter editor’s responsibilities will include 
planning content and securing authors for each issue, assisting in the 
development of newsletter content, attending monthly board meetings, 
and preparing the publication for posting on the website.  Please email 
president@theappliquesociety.org if you are interested in volunteering. 

mailto:president@theappliquesociety.org
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Visit the Chapters page on the TAS website to find a list of current chapters, information on starting a new 
chapter, and an application form if you are ready to get one started in your area.  Only three TAS members are 
needed to start a chapter.  If you are a member of a former chapter that is currently inactive, you can become 
an active chapter again by filling out the same application form and checking the box “reactivate.”  
 
We want to hear what your chapter is doing!  Please submit your articles (with pictures please) about your 
chapter’s happenings to taschapters@gmail.com  

 
Journey of Starting a TAS Chapter 
By Anita M. Smith 
 
Have you ever wanted to find like-minded 
appliqué lovers and get together and 
encourage each other with your appliqué 
projects? I do! 

I wanted to share with you the journey I am 
taking in forming a new chapter in the town of 
Freeland on Whidbey Island.  We have had an 
appliqué group going for many years (at least 
10) so now we want to become a TAS Chapter. 
We found free meeting spaces but those have 
slowly disappeared for various reasons.  Our 
latest option is the local library conference 
room. We also have free ways to advertise our 
group too, including through our local paper in 
the community events section. At the local 
Whidbey Island Fair last year, we had appliqué 
demonstrations and there was a sign-up sheet for 
people to learn how to appliqué.  We decided to 
start advertising in the paper for our March 
meeting and tell people we will be teaching basic 
appliqué.  Finding the best day to have the 
meeting was also a challenge but after looking at 
not competing with our local guild meetings and 
other options we came up with 4th Wednesday of 
the month.  One challenge we have is that the library only schedules out 90 days, so we have to really be on top of 
the times and dates for our meeting to make sure we can keep the time open.  Our group will meet from 9:30am 
to 12pm, and our chapter name is Appliqué on Whidbey. 

 

Chapter Happenings 

https://www.theappliquesociety.org/chapters.htm
https://media.rainpos.com/4874/chapterapplicationform_20191223144235.pdf
mailto:taschapters@gmail.com
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Nimble Fingers Chapter 
By Kathy Tweed 
 
Our chapter was started in 2006 and was the only chapter 
in NJ for quite a few years. We meet monthly at the 
Upper Township Library in Petersburg NJ and participate 
in a local quilt guild’s show held every two years. 

As a group we 
work on individual 
projects with a 
common theme. 
Past exhibits have 
been Reverse 
Appliqué, 
Japanese Manhole 
Covers, and this 
year’s was English Paper Piecing: exploring the utilizing different types 
fabrics. From vintage feed sacks to Yoko Saito’s Japanese fabrics, West 
African-dyed barkcloth to standard cotton fabrics in multitudes of shapes.  
We also displayed Wool Appliqué and traditional pieces. Included were 
table covers made by my great grandmother, who held quilting bees in her 
ice cream shop on the boardwalk in Avalon in the off seasons. The focus of 
our display is to demystify appliqué to those who are fearful to attempt it, 
letting them know there is an appliqué project for everyone.  
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Wool, Needle and Thread:  
The Go-To Guide for Wool Stitchery 
By Lisa Bongean 

Here we have the latest book by Ms. Bongean, the owner of Primitive 
Gatherings; with shops in Menasha WI and Murrieta, CA.  

Wool appliqué is another way to enjoy the art of hand stitching, and it is 
explained in both words and pictures. Every stitch, and every pattern is 
accompanied by visual instructions. Scattered throughout the book are side 
notes that add even more information. 

The first section goes into the preparation of the appliqué pieces; how to cut 
and how to use fusibles. She does have her favorite tools and supplies, but one 
can adapt to their own taste. The next section covers the embroidery stitches Ms. Bongean prefers to use in order to 
attach and enhance her appliqué pieces. Each step has its own picture and each picture is a close-up. This way, you 
can proceed at your own pace. Last, but not least, are the projects and they are made for all skill levels. You can start 
with a needle case and work up to a beautiful fall table mat. Each project has its patterns in the back of the book.  

Bongean’s writing style is clear and to the point. It’s written with the beginner in mind but can be enjoyed by those 
who have been doing wool appliqué for years. The book is available through the Primitive Gatherings website, as well 
as Amazon and in brick and mortar shops. 

Appliqué: The Basics and Beyond 
Second Revised & Expanded Edition 
By Janet Pittman 

Janet Pittman hails from Des Moines, IA and her website, gardentrellis.com, has lots of 
inspiration.  

You’ll love diving into this book! It’s got hand and machine appliqué, as well as 
embellishing, beading and bobbin work. Step by step photos explain the processes, 
from prepping the pieces for several different techniques to finishing the quilt.  

The spiral bound hardcover book stays flat when you open it, so no losing your spot 
while stitching. The photos are full color; even the pattern pieces are full color. The directions are clear and easy to 
understand.  

This book is thorough enough to help a beginner stitch their first endeavor yet has projects that experienced 
appliquérs will enjoy.   You can find Appliqué: The Basics and Beyond on Amazon and your local quilt shop. 

--Eileen Keane 
 

Book Reviews 
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Farmhouse Threads has announced their 2020 Mystery Quilt Sew-A-Long, “Christmas Carols”.  Last year’s 
crazy quilt design was outstanding, and they are promising that that the new design will be pretty special also.  
The fun begins April 1.  More information is available on the Farmhouse Threads website here, and you can 
follow along with the fun through their Facebook group also (click here to join). 

 

Roxanne 0.21 oz Glue Stick is water 
soluble, odorless, acid-free, clump free 
and dries clear with a flexible hold, 
making it a great product for glue-basting 
appliqué and English Paper Piecing.  The 
diameter of the stick is a bit larger than 
other glue “pens” on the market but 
smaller than a school glue stick.  

 
Looking for ways to easily transport a selection of threads with 
your appliqué projects?  Sue Daley’s Bobbin Storage Tube holds 
up to 12 bobbins, perfect to tuck into a sewing bag and take on 
the go.   
 
Wonderfil’s Bobbinator holds 4 bobbins and has the added 
feature of allowing you to position one bobbin to feed through a 
side opening like a spool.  The Bobbinator is sold with beige or 
gray (pictured) thread collections, or you can find Sue Daley’s 
version which includes variety of colors.    

Available through local quilt shops and online retailers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let’s Go Shopping! 

What’s on the Web 

https://www.rainadmin.com/farmhousethreads/crazy-seasons-mystery-quilt.htm
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001vqM49twjZ22sKGNwPxeaumOsMTyDxLoV80mhlBwfcXZnMBFon2kLmXdmKbUhAGVncsA1OP2M59rbftcepE2yfVpK0fmI4-5FxTLWXuwnYYjO5w05-5F2eP23qvLqE2JQQwlUytd4tdB-5FMCImtHHEXi9wWNYvFO0ggKz5Fubqg7Sw3sa9whv4c7J3vjDnxJnzbRGZy4zTMqqRv02P8mftHes9egSFNLXkPIod-26c-3DoFD8u09snaQECVtJ0dJASTaE6v1NP0SJ-2DsdWb4Iju-5Fw9VPXuv-2DSs1Q-3D-3D-26ch-3DovoWlpXudB24CURnCZleOiaxew4zPphpLv4lPwUmyWRm8ReD9nWuug-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=UE1eNsedaKncO0Yl_u8bfw&r=lkJg7E2cthEldunSeKtYTbW5M0yncm2q6nT_l7XFLYc&m=emYBlEytVNIoTQKGez6FQoBozWVV8rfQeJ4ATp0U28o&s=fhCz_XInkVA9ACXYVF3TprbRUX01jUEAyGCsdHM2lss&e=
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General Information Anita M. Smith Please contact the President at 
president@theappliquesociety.org 

Membership Coleen O’Kane Please contact Membership at 
membership@theappliquesociety.org  

Web Master Coleen O’Kane Please contact the Webmaster at 
webmaster@theappliquesociety.org 

Newsletter Editor  Please contact the Editor at 
newsletter@theappliquesociety.org 

 
Board Officers: 

President 
 
Vice President 
 
Secretary 
 
Treasurer 

Anita Smith 
 
Dana Doerfler 
 
Kathy Delaney 
 
Katherine McMullen 

 
Directors: 

Eileen Keane 

Coleen O’Kane 

Dee Pitthan 
 

TAS Facebook Groups: 

•  https://www .f acebook.com/group s/608303619190226/  - open to TAS members only 

•  https://www .f acebook.com/group s/205292649964358/ - Appliqué Open Form, open to the public 
 

Mailing Address: 
 
The Appliqué Society ® 
P.O. Box 1593 
Freeland, WA 98249-1593 

 

Website:  www.theappliquesociety.org 
 

 

Contacting The Appliqué Society 

mailto:%20president@theappliquesociety.org
mailto:%20president@theappliquesociety.org
mailto:%20membership@theappliquesociety.org
mailto:%20membership@theappliquesociety.org
mailto:%20webmaster@theappliquesociety.org
mailto:%20webmaster@theappliquesociety.org
mailto:%20newsletter@theappliquesociety.org
mailto:%20newsletter@theappliquesociety.org
http://www.theappliquesociety.org/
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