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Peggy Szasz 
As a young girl in East Texas, I remember, 

fondly, wandering into the neighborhood 

fabric store just to look at all the pretty 

fabrics… very pretty stuff… little did I 

know then that I would be the impassioned 

quilter I am today. My serious introduction 

to quilting began in 1989 by happy 

accident. My husband’s assistant wanted 

me to take a quilting class, but I had no 

desire to do so.  After a couple of weeks my 

husband, Nick, asked me to please just go 

take the class to get his assistant off his 

case. So, off to class I went. I immediately 

fell in love with quilting and remain 

passionate about this art form, to this very 

day.  (Continues on page 11) 

Kathy K. Wylie 
Please tell us about your latest quilt and how 

you came up with the design. 

The quilt is called “For Such a Time as This” 

and portrays the subject of time. I began with 

a central medallion divided in twelve, like a 

clock. Not only are there twelve hours in a 

day, there are twelve months in a year, so I 

started thinking about how to represent the 

months within the medallion. Birth stones 

were an obvious choice – and they can be 

found appliquéd around the outside of the 

medallion at each hour on the clock – and 

then I discovered there are also birth flowers! 

These flowers are positioned inside the me-

dallion according to their month, so the first 

month is January and the birth flowers are 

carnations and snowdrops.  (Continues on 

page 19) 

In this issue, Anita Smith interviews two inspirational appliqué artists 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Do you have an item for the newsletter? 

Please contact the editor at 
newsletter@theappliquesociety. 

 
 

 
 

Entire contents of this newsletter Copyright 2019
- by The Appliqué Society All Rights Reserved.  
No part of this newsletter may be reproduced in 
any way without the written permission of The 
Appliqué Society. 

Do You Have a Pattern You Would Like to Share 

With Your Fellow TAS Members? 

 

If you have an original pattern that you have designed 

and would like to see it published in the TAS 

newsletter, please contact the newsletter editor at 

newsletter@theappliquesociety.org.   Your donations 

are so very much appreciated! 

 

THE RESOURCE FILE 

The resource file contains contact information for suppliers of items that appear in the newsletter. 
  

 AQS (American Quilter’s Society)    Landauer Publishing 

 P.O. Box 3290, Paducah, KY 42002-3290   3100 NW 101st Street, Suite A, Urbandale, IA 50322 

 Phone 1-800-626-5420     Phone 1-800-557-2144 

 Fax: 270-898-8890  Email:  order@AQSquilt.com  Web:  http://www.landauercorp.com 

 Website:  http://www.AQSquilt.com 

 

 C&T Publishing Inc.     Martingale  (That Patchwork Place) 

 1651 Challenge Drive, Concord , CA 94520-5206  19021 120th Ave NE, Suite 102, Bothell, WA 98011 

 Phone: 1-800-284-1114   Int’l: 1-925-677-0377  Phone: 1-800-426-3126    Int’l:  1-425-483-3313 

 Fax:  925-677-0373   E-mail:  ctinfo@ctpub.com  Web:  http://www.shopmartingale.com 

 Web:  http://www.ctpub.com 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
mailto:order@AQSquilt.com
http://www.landauercorp.comC:/Users/jeannie/Documents/2017
http://www.AQSquilt.com
http://www.AQSquilt.com
mailto:ctinfo@ctpub.com
http://www.shopmartingale.com
http://www.ctpub.com
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From the Acting President—Eileen Keane 

I don’t know about you, but I’m ready for spring! With the change in seasons comes the season of quilt 

shows. I love going and seeing how appliqué is gaining in popularity. So much inspiration! 

In this newsletter, we have the bios of the new board candidates. Please read and consider them carefully. 

Please cast your ballot; a quorum is necessary for the election to be official. Going forward, they have so 

many wonderful ideas, but your input will be very important as well. Always remember that TAS is yours. 

The board exists to implement what you want us to do.  

I want to share something with you. I’ve been a member of TAS for many years, but I’ve never really been 

part of a chapter. I did try to get one going a few years ago, but life got in the way and the chapter never 

really got going. Since none of us live in a vacuum, I’d like to encourage you to seek out other TAS members 

and form new chapters or revive older ones. Even if it involves some travel. There is nothing better than 

being in the company of other people who share your passion. Give it some thought, and I believe you’ll 

agree. 

I hope I get to see you at some shows this coming season! 

Acting President,  

Eileen Keane 

 

Do you have a favorite tip or technique to share with your fellow TAS members?  Please send your tip to the 
editor at newsletter@theappliquesociety.org. 

Is your chapter doing something special with appliqué—demonstrations in the community, information booth 
at a local quilt show or do you know of an appliqué event or quilt show in your area that would be of interest 
to other TAS members ?  If so, please send them to newsletter@theappliquesociety.org 

Please send information on appliqué events and quilt shows at least 6 months in advance of the event date to 
ensure timely inclusion in the newsletter. 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
mailto:newsletter@theappliquesociety.org
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Learning Opportunities 

We want to share with you the opportunities to learn.  If you have other places that there are academies or 

retreats that are appliqué related, please send in the information and we will post it in our TAS Newsletter or 

TAS Blog, which is on the Members Only section of the TAS website. 

Here are three Academies you can check out.   

 Appliqué Away On Galveston Bay—February 24 to 28, 2019 

 For more information, visit their website http://www.appliqueawayongalvestonbay.com  
 

 Academy of Appliqué—March 4 to 9, 2019 

 For more information, visit their website http://www.academyofapplique.com  

 Or contact Barbara Blanton (757) 565-5299 or Barbara@academyofapplique.com  

 

 Baltimore on the Prairie—September 11 to 14, 2019 

 For more information, visit their website https://www.baltimoreontheprairie.com  

 Held at the Lied Lodge and Conference Center; Nebraska City, NE 

 You can also contact Tresa Jones, Admin., 104 So. 4th, Seneca, KS  66538 by phone 785-336-

2262 (home) 785-294-0625 (cell) or email mjones1@carsoncomm.com  

 

It’s not to early to renew your membership 

I just wanted to add a quick reminder that annual dues will be due by May 1st.  If you would like to beat the 
rush you may renew any time from now until May 1st. 

Thanks, 

Coleen O'Kane 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
http://www.appliqueawayongalvestonbay.com
http://www.academyofapplique.com
mailto:Barbara@academyofapplique.com
https://www.baltimoreontheprairie.com
mailto:mjones1@carsoncomm.com
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Meet the Candidates for the TAS Board 

Do you know that I love appliqué !  Yes I do and what I love even more is to 

learn about and meet others from around the world who do appliqué too.  I 

want to find out why they love it and what do they do.  

I have sewn ever since I can remember and probably because my parents were 

German tailors and sewing was all around me in the home.  Working with 

scraps of fabric or making clothing was commonplace in my world.  

Quilting came into my life in 1979 when a friend invited me to a sampler quilting class where I lived at the 

time. I was smitten and loved the beauty you could create with pieces of fabric.  When the teacher came to 

the appliqué design, I knew that was my favorite part.  I wanted to learn more but struggled to find teachers 

to learn from. If I did find out, it was after they had been in the area and so it was a struggle to learn about 

appliqué.  In 1996 I was able to go to a large quilt show of Baltimore quilts on the East Coast and let me tell 

you it was a life changing event.  It was then that I wanted to find a way to have a similar show on the west 

coast too.  It was then that I met Jeannie Austin and the wheels started to turn about a totally appliqué   

focused group.  In 1996 is when the vision of TAS came to me and I wrote all I “saw” down in a note book.  

The vision I had was to have an international group to be a place to network and promote teachers, products, 

and find fellow appliqué lovers. I still have that vision for TAS.  Now in 2019 there are so many more 

electronic or media related ways to share TAS. 

My professional experiences are these. I have volunteered to be on many types of boards. Community 

Boards, County Fair boards and have been President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer in most of the 

organizations for various lengths of time.  In each of these positions, I have learned many skills and have 

impacted the boards I have been on in a positive way and have many good references from them. I am 

superintendent of our Quilting and Sewing departments of our local county fair.  I began and also coordinate 

a team of volunteers to make quilts for our local veterans. This has been immensely rewarding to thank our 

local veterans for their service.  I have managed many high-end homes in a cleaning business I owned for 10 

years. I have also managed a medical doctor’s practice for 5 years with scheduling, billing and doctor’s chart 

notes.  

My husband Brad and I have been married 48 years this year and have one son 44.  Brad is very supportive 

of my efforts and time with TAS. We have 2 cats and a dog that keep us entertained and laughing. We still 

live on Whidbey Island where TAS was “born” in 1996.  

Anita had an opportunity to meet many people at the Houston Quilt Festival this past November 2018.  “I 
was very excited to see that appliqué is still very ALIVE AND WELL in the quilt world.  I had a 
wonderful opportunity to meet Ricky Tims through an introduction by Kathy Dunigan.  I am ever grateful 
for this opportunity opened for TAS.” 
 
Check out the interview done in November 2018 with Ricky Tims and Anita M. Smith about TAS that 
was posted on The Quilt Show on 4 February 2019, https://youtu.be/68I7lKPY7-8 

TAS Board President Candidate  —  Anita M. Smith 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
https://youtu.be/68I7lKPY7-8
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Meet the Candidates for the TAS Board 

TAS Board Vice President Candidate  —  Dana Doerfler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAS Board Secretary Candidate  —  Barbara Schober 

 

 

I have been a member of TAS since I first began doing appliqué around 15 years 

ago and have been co-leading our local TAS chapter with a friend of mine for over 

nine years.  I love both wool and cotton appliqué and am particularly drawn to 

reproduction/historic patterns. Although my free time is limited, I am not a fan of 

“fast and easy”.  I much prefer “slow stitching” and find that hand work allows me 

to relax and truly enjoy the process.  I support my creative habits through my work 

as a global Environment, Health and Safety Director responsible for overseeing 

governance systems and internal and external risk and performance reporting for a 

large pharmaceutical firm based in New York.  I spend much of my day interfacing 

with colleagues from nearly 100 locations in 30 countries, so I have to squeeze in 

my stitching time during my off hours.  I spend most of my vacation time traveling 

to appliqué academies and other quilting and rug hooking events. 

I started quilting with a beginner class in Wayzata, MN, in the 1980’s.  I 

belonged to Minnesota Quilters, and found that community of quilters to be 

welcoming and eager to share their love and knowledge of quilting.  After 

moving back to Illinois, I have belonged to the Village Quilters of Lake Bluff/

Lake Forest and has served as President and Program Chair for her guild.  After 

retirement, I joined the Flying Needles chapter of TAS. 

I worked for 22 years as an Executive Administrative Assistant at a Fortune 500 

company where I developed organization skills  and enjoyed working as part of a 

team. 

My interest in appliqué has grown while taking classes at The Elly Sienkiewicz 

Appliqué Academy, the Baltimore on the Prairie Academy, and at classes at the 

AQS Paducah show, and Houston Quilt Festival.  Of particular interest to me is 

Broderie Perse.  I have enjoyed taking several classes Broderie Perse classes 

from Cynthia Collier at Baltimore on the Prairie. 

In addition to quilting, I enjoys genealogy research, and playing with my 

grandchildren.  I live in Mundelein, IL. 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Meet the Candidates for the TAS Board 

TAS Board Treasurer Candidate  —  Katherine “Katie” McMullen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAS Director Candidate  —  Eileen Keane 

 

 

I’ve been appliquéing for 25 years. My favorite method is needle-turn—I like to sit 

and stitch with as little prep as possible! Historic quilts are my favorite reference 

for inspiration. I also enjoy wool appliqué.  I’ve attended many different appliqué 

conferences, with The Elly Sienkiewicz Appliqué Academy in 2006 as my first. 

2006 was also the year I joined The Appliqué Society (TAS). In 2009, my friend 

Dana Doerfler and I started our local TAS chapter, “Threads of Time,” that is still a 

very active group. I’m also an avid organizer, and in 2016 and 2017 I wrote six 

articles for TAS newsletters on organizing a sewing room. 

I earned a BS in math education from Oregon State University and a MS in 

guidance and counseling from the University of North Dakota. As an Air Force 

spouse, I’ve lived many places and have taught at the junior high, high school, 

junior college and, through various base education offices, collegiate levels.  I’ve 

been out of the classroom for a number of years and presently teach needle-turn 

appliqué classes, which I enjoy very much! I served as president of our local quilt 

guild, Hearts ‘n’ Hands, for two years and am co-chairing our next quilt show, 

Quilts From the Heart 2019 (an event that I’ve chaired twice before). I also plan 

and chair a monthly event for our guild that we call Quilt Club, with about 150 

members, where we teach each other various quilt-related skills. I live in O’Fallon, 

Illinois (in the greater St. Louis area) with my husband, Scott, of 40 years. We have 

two children, Nancy and Matthew, and a granddaughter, Charlotte, Nancy and her 

husband James’ daughter, whom I help take care of.  She is wonderful of course . 

My name is Eileen Keane; I’ve lived in Maybrook, NY for 34 years. I’ve been 

married for 36 years to a very supportive husband; we have 2 grown children and a 

wonderful grandson. Michael and I like to go to concerts, travel and spend time 

with friends. I’ve been quilting for about 25 years, doing appliqué for about 20 of 

those years. I love the artistry of appliqué, how it interprets nature and the world 

around us. I’ve recently fallen in love with wool appliqué as well. Now, all I have 

to do is finish!! 

I served as secretary on 2 different Boards for the Country Quilters in Pine Bush, 

NY and as treasurer for the Warwick Valley Quilters Guild in Warwick, NY.  I’ve 

been on the TAS Board since 2013, first as a Committee Chair, then a Director, 

and now as 1st Vice President.  

I’ve been the moderator for The Appliqué Society’s Facebook group since 2014, 

and the Appliqué Open Forum since its inception.  

I want to help TAS succeed in any way I can. 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Meet the Candidates for the TAS Board 

TAS Director Candidate  —  Coleen O’Kane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAS Director Candidate  —  Dee Pitthan 

 

 

My name is Coleen O’Kane. I live in Monroe Center, Illinois with my husband 

Patrick and our dog Rex. We have 3 children and 5 grandchildren.  I have worked 

in retail for 28 years and as a manager for 15 years, most of which have been in 

fabric or craft stores. Currently I work in a quilt shop and have a longarm quilting 

business. I have held a number of positions in our local guild: Programs, Treasurer 

and Quilt Show Chair. Currently I am the Treasurer for the Quilt Show. My duties 

in TAS are as Membership Chair and Webmaster.  I have been quilting for 36 

years. I have always admired appliquéd quilts so early on I began taking appliqué 

classes. I love that you can create screens from nature with bits of fabric.  My 

favorite part of appliqué is the stitching and watching it come to life. 

Unfortunately, there is always something new to tempt me so that I start more than 

I finish! 

I was born and grew up in Columbus, Ohio, graduated from Ohio State University in 

Advertising Design, married 2 years after graduating, moved to a small town in 

Northwestern Ohio,  lived there for 4 ½ years, moved to Nebraska for 4 ½ years and 

moved to Rockford 1973.  We were supposed to be here 2 years and yet here we are.   

I started quilting in the late seventies, just about the time of its resurgence. I am a 

charter member of the Sinnissippi Quilters Guild which started in 1980.  I was 

president in 1994-95 and 2015-2016.  I’ve served on the board in about every 

capacity at different times and chaired our biannual quilt show twice.  I also served 

on the board of the National Quilting Association 1994-2002, serving as president 

2000 -2002. 

Eventually found my fondness for appliqué in the 80's and here I am. Quilting has 

introduced me to a lot of great people from all over the country and a few other 

countries. You soon find out how great quilters are when you need something, or 

when someone is in need, they are always there to help. 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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2019-2020 Ballot 

Please print and return the ballot by mail. 
 
Your vote is very important! We must have 5% of the total membership votes for the election to be official. 
The Board will be an interim board until the 5% of the members have voted. Each member is a part owner of 
TAS, therefore each member should vote.  
 
Board Officers - These positions are one-year terms, expiring May 1, 2020, so please vote for each position.  
 
An unmarked box is counted as a no vote. 
 
President  Anita M. Smith   Yes ___ No ___ 
 
Vice President Dana Doerfler   Yes ___ No ___ 
 
Secretary  Barbara Schober   Yes ___ No ___ 
 
Treasurer  Katherine “Katie” McMullen Yes ___ No ___ 
 
Board of Directors  
Position A (2019-2021)  Dee Pitthan  Yes ___ No ___ 
Position B (2019-2021)  Eileen Keane   Yes ___ No ___ 
Position C (2019-2021)  Coleen O’Kane  Yes ___ No ___ 
Position D (2019-2021)  open  
 
 
Ballots must be postmarked no later than April 24 2018. 
 
 
Return ballot to: The Appliqué Society  
P.O. Box 89 
Sequim, WA 
 
 
_______________________________________________  
Member Signature Required   Membership Number 

 

Save the Date   -  May 18, 2019 for the 2019 Annual Meeting in Arlington, Washington. 

Details to be available soon via the TAS Blog. 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Spotlight on Appliqué 

Interviews by Anita M. Smith 

What I love is to find people with wonderful talent and share them with others who love to meet them.  Kathy 

Wylie is an incredibly talented woman.  Her appliqué  work is recognizable and always exquisite.  

I was able to interview Kathy and ask the questions that would be asked over time together having a cup of 

tea.  She was so gracious to answer the questions.  Please take a moment and get to know this wonderfully 

talented lady. 

The second interview I had was with someone I met on Facebook on the appliqué sites I follow.  The talent 

this lady has is so wonderful.  Peggy Szasz graciously responded to my request of an interview.  Peggy has 

taken on two very impressive appliqué  challenges.  One was to take a stain glass window photo and make an 

appliqué quilt to replicate it.  Peggy will tell you how that challenge went.  The other challenge was to 

replicate her beloved town of DeWitt City in Michigan.  You will love to meet these people in her historic 

town and enjoy the homes in 3 separate seasons.  I so enjoyed reading about each house and how she made 

them.  

I hope you will be inspired with these talented appliqué artists.  There are more appliqué artists waiting to be 

interviewed.  I have more inspiring talent in the coming year.  Thank you for taking the time to visit with our 

applique lovers.  

Peggy Szasz 

 

I found that as a life-long Army wife (not easy), quilting gave me something that I could take wherever the 

Army sent us, be it in the United States or abroad.  

Quilting, I should note, gave me a bond with women from many other countries. In the international 

community, it seemed that everyone, no matter what nationality wanted to quilt.  

We spent 6 years in Belgium. During that time I was lucky enough to teach quilting at the SHAPE 

(SHAPE=Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe, in Belgium) International Arts and Crafts Center.  

I taught many classes and had students from Hungary, Belgium, Czech Republic, Germany, Latvia, Poland, 

Russia, Switzerland and many others. I had students in my classes who spoke very little, if any, English from 

a couple dozen other nations. Not speaking English, however, did not prevent them from learning how to 

quilt, and quilt well. 

Quilting it seems, transcends national and cultural boundaries.  It was a learning and enriching experience for 

me, and I grew as a quilter as a result of teaching these classes.  I am convinced crossing cultural boundaries 

enriches all who do. 

For twenty-nine years I have considered myself a “contemporary” quilter. I constantly try out new techniques; 

sometimes they work, and sometimes they don’t. But I never give up. I was the featured artist for 7 years at 

Mackeral Sky Gallery of Contemporary Art located in East Lansing Michigan. 
Continues on Page 11 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Spotlight on Appliqué  —  Peggy Szasz cont. 

Interviewed by Anita M. Smith 

How did you decide on the size of the Quilt of the Town of DeWitt?  

I had planned on doing a small quilt with a few houses of DeWitt, MI. I posted on the DeWitt community FB 

page. I really expected not much response. DeWitt responded. I got lots of, can my house be on the quilt, my 

house is gone, but here is a photo. Can it be on the quilt? And here are some family photos around the house. 

Here are some memories. So, my small quilt with a few buildings started to grow. How can you tell anyone 

their house or family history cannot be on the quilt? So, I made the first panel; Spring/Summer. Our local 

Looking Glass River is the connector in all the panels. Each panel measures: 36.5” x 54.5”. 

How long did it take you to finish it? What was the most difficult challenge?  

Each panel took roughly 6 months. The most challenging thing was making sure the families were happy with 

their fabric house. Some things were changed here and there. My goal was making sure each family loved 

their fabric house. 

How did you decide on the size of the stain glass quilt?  

The stained glass window was a personal challenge. I wanted it to be large enough to see the details, but didn’t 

want it huge. 

How long did it take to finish this design? 

It took a year. But, at times I was very frustrated and had to put it aside. A funny thing was the finding the 

screen print on each arch. I couldn’t for the life of me find something that would work. Put the quilt aside. I 

ordered a printed panel that had people on it for future use on a different quilt. I was ironing the panel and 

realized the panel had an outer border with a screen print. My heart raced, I quickly used my arch template and 

cut out the screen print. I placed the leaves on top. Stepped back, looked and it totally was perfect.  

What was the most difficult challenge?  

The difficult change was in realizing that each pane area was slightly different.  

Peggy Szasz, on right, with her dear friend 

Marilyn Coin, who lived in a couple of the 

houses depicted in the quilts. 

Continues on Page 12 
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Spotlight on Appliqué  —  Peggy Szasz cont. 

Interviewed by Anita M. Smith 

What is the creative process you go through when you have an idea and then put it onto paper and then 

into cloth?  

I am always looking for a personal challenge. With the stained glass quilt, I have a good friend that is a 

photographer. I asked him if I could look thru his photos. He said yes. Pick anything. I looked at photos and 

know when my heart races, that is one I would like to create in fabric.  

What are your favorite tools for appliqué ?  

I love my light box. The rest is pretty standard. Fabric, fusible web and a desire to create.  

Threads? Normal Needles? Normal Embellishments? 

I use YLI Machine quilting thread in my bobbin and YLI Wonder invisible thread on the quilt top.  I love to 

help bring my quilts to life. Using embellishments help me achieve this goal. Such as garland, I place clear 

Swarovski crystals on the garland. When light shines on the garland, it looks like lights are on it. I use old 

gold beads from necklaces, pearls...etc. 

What is your favorite technique for appliqué   

I love raw edged appliqué. My quilts are art quilts and never to be washed.  

How long do you work on your appliqué each day? 

I work about 2 hours a day on my quilts. I do better with small blocks of time. 

Or week? Or project?  

I generally work on my quilts an hour in the morning and an hour and a half in the afternoons. I usually work 
on two quilts at a time. That way I don’t get burned out on one.   

What would you recommend to a beginner in telling stories in appliqué? 

I recommend everyone try to create a story at least once using fabrics. Everyone is a beginner when they first 
make their first attempt. Start with something small.  

What would you have liked someone to tell you about applique?  

To know it is okay to make mistakes. It is okay to have small differences from your photo to your quilt. I 
always, breathe, and tell myself, it is your quilt. Do it like you want. 

How do you choose the fabric?  

I print the photo of what I hope to create. Then I try to fine exact matches in fabric for my quilt. My goal is to 
recreate as close to the original photo. My quilts are not printed on fabric and then quilted. I print the photo 
and then recreate using fabrics. 

Background?  

Background on the stained glass was easy since I tried to recreate the original window. With the DeWitt 
houses, I had to choose a sky and a bottom piece....grass or snow. 

Pieces for the town? 

Each house on the town quilts was created as close to original as I could find. 

Continues on Page 13 
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Spotlight on Appliqué  —  Peggy Szasz cont. 

Interviewed by Anita M. Smith 

Pieces for the stain glass? 

Same with stained glass; although there should be a pinker fabric where I have the purple. I auditioned a ton 

of pink fabrics and they just were not right. I kept going back to the purple. Finally decided to go with the 

purple, it just looked right.  

What did you learn at the end of each of these projects that helped you with your appliqué?  

After each quilt was finished, I learned that creating quilts from fabric and photos is a wonderful thing to do. 

With my DeWitt House quilts, I have a resident ghost, I have buildings that burned down during the great fire 

of 1930, I have rose bushes that were planted by someone’s father, and much more. The quilts have heart, 

family and soul.  

Continues on Page 14 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org


www.theappliquésociety.org    14 

 

Spotlight on Appliqué  —  Peggy Szasz cont. 

Interviewed by Anita M. Smith 

The Treadwell-Church house, lower left: (4 houses down on the left and above the clothes line of quilts) It 

is a very cool stone house. And on the quilt, I used small Lake Superior stones that my husband and collected 

a few years ago. 

The Union School: (3 houses down on the right) It also burned in the great fire. Once again working from a 

photocopy if an old photo.  

The Coin Houses: (3 houses down on the left) Marilyn Coin’s houses are on the summer quilt, the peach 

house with the water pump and the house above it. The blue one has the resident ghost in the upper right 

window. The little boy hiding in the bushes at the steps to the blue house is Marilyn’s son and the little girl 

Ken is throwing apples at is Marilyn’s daughter. 

This quilt took 5 months to create. And then I quilted it. What doesn’t show up on the quilt panels are the 

quilted paths. They link the buildings together. The last two panels have more stories and history. I will work 

on the fall panel next. I use Pellon Wonder Under fusible web # 805.  

 

Summer Panel 

Solon Road House: (Top left house) Each brick was hand 

cut to 1/8” out of fabric. Then the fabric bricks were hand 

laid. I used 2 different red fabric crayons to shade the 

bricks a bit. Yes, I machine appliqué. Each board and every 

detail is quilted around. The owners of the house have a 

dog, which I have in the doghouse next to the house. No 

history on this house.  

The Topping House: (second house down on the left) 

Doctor Topping owned the house and had his doctor’s 

office in the house. The ghost is the wife of Dr. Topping.  

The house in the center of the quilt, Dills-Cutler-Ward: 

(The house next to and to the right of the Topping house) 

The rose bushes to the left of the porch represent roses that 

were planted many, many years ago by Neil Cutler. His 

daughter Bonnie owns the house now. She asked to have 

roses placed on the quilt.  

Clinton Hotel: (4 houses down on the right with many 

windows) I worked off an old photo to create the hotel. The 

hotel burned in the great fire of DeWitt in 1930.  

Continues on Page 15 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org


www.theappliquésociety.org    15 

 

Spotlight on Appliqué  —  Peggy Szasz cont. 

Interviewed by Anita M. Smith 

The Big Garden: (next to Bement-McCain house) The big garden was located where the gazebo on the 

winter panel stands. The property was owned by John Decker. Mr. Decker had 8 children, so they needed a 

big garden. The people that are posed in the big garden are actually Mr. Decker and some of his sons.  

Chapin-Alfred-Grzesiak: (Second house down on the left) This house was built in 1954. The little girl on the 

front steps represents Katie Grzesiak. She has a small pumpkin behind her back she is holding. Geoffrey 

Grzesiak is on the top deck and Robbie the doggie is taking a nap in front of the house.  

Fall Panel 

The Stampfly-Dills House: (First house on the top right) 

This house was hand built by John Stampfly. He used 

stones out of his fields. This house no longer exists. I 

created the house from family photos.  

Schavey Road House: (Center top house) The house was 

built in 1870. The Sisters of Mercy live in the house now. 

At the apex of the roof, I placed a small gold cross.  

Bement-McCain House: (First house on the top left) built 

mid-1800. A section of the house was used by Carolyn 

Bement as a private school. Local schools only went to the 

eighth grade, so if you wanted to continue your education 

you went to a school like Carolyn’s. William McCain 

planted the spruce next to the house and always displayed 

the flag on the house by the front door. I moved the 

location of the flag so it wouldn’t cover the front of the 

house. This house no longer exists...except on fabric. How 

cool is this!! Don’t you love appliqué!!!  

 

 

John Hicks Store: (in the center of quilt) I worked from a 

photo from 1860, of the original store. The store burned in 

the Great Fire of DeWitt. The men and little boy were 

actually in the photo just like they are on the quilt. No idea 

who the people are. The apex of the roof had a pulley; I 

used a gold necklace clasp to represent the pulley.  

Continues on Page 16 
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Spotlight on Appliqué  —  Peggy Szasz cont. 

Interviewed by Anita M. Smith 

Baptist Meeting Hall: (3 houses down on the right) Built in 1850’s. I used a photo taken prior to the 20th 

century. Working with an old photo can be a challenge. It is sometimes hard to tell what materials are used in 

construction.  

Nellie Boyd’s House: (3 houses down on the left) Nellie was the local artist. In fact she created the angel 

standing next to her house. Angel still exists, stands in the DeWitt Cemetery.  

Dalman Hardware Store: (3 houses down in the center under Hicks Store) William Dalman is standing in 

front of his store. His wife, Marguerite is standing in her garden next to the store.  

Scott House: (4 houses down on the right) Built in the mid-1840. It is one of the best preserved examples of 

the Greek revival style in Clinton County.  

Cloverdale House: (4 houses down on the left) built about 1920. Mr. Cloverdale owned the Cloverdale 

Cheese factory and he had one of the first Ford dealerships in the area. The challenge with creating this house 

was finding a stucco type fabric. I found it in an old table runner. Perfect for fabric stucco 

Winter Panel 

Let me start in the upper left corner of the quilt. 

There is a bridge over the Looking Glass River. On 

that bridge stands my friend, Marilyn Coin. I thought 

it fitting that she stood on the bridge overlooking her 

town that she has lived in all her life; sweet, sweet 

lady.  

Speaking of the Looking Glass River, it flows from 

panel to panel (on the top of town). The quilt panels 

when laid side by side flow together mainly by the 

river. But other things too, like trees, clouds, fencing. 

The family standing in front of the tree by the gazebo, 

is the Ward family; one of the original families 

making their home in DeWitt. The tree is in memory 

of Neil R. Cutler. 

Blizzard House: (first house on the left) This house 

was built in the 1920’s. It was built by Mark and 

Lizzie Norris. Funny thing, no one can remember 

them ever living in the house. Later the house was 

sold to the Blizzard’s. 

Continues on Page 17 
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Spotlight on Appliqué  —  Peggy Szasz cont. 

Interviewed by Anita M. Smith 

The Sibley House: (2 houses down on the right) the house was built in the late 1880’s. Levi and Alvina 

Sibley had 13 children. The Sibley farm was very progressive for the era. They had Jersey cows and their 

largest commodity was butter and butter fat. They had an innovative draining system which Levi hand dug to 

put in flat tile to drain the wet holes. Mr. Sibley owned the lumber yard and the creamery. 

Scott-Ferguson House: (3 houses down on the right) The house was built in 1911 by Edwin Wood. The 

house cost $1,200. The gentleman standing on the porch is William Beach, a local resident. 

The Staub House: (4 houses down on the left) This was my friend Marilyn Coin’s parents’ house. I recreated 

since it is long gone from an aerial photo. 

Interurban train station: (4 houses down 

on the right) It was built around 1900. 

Unfortunately the station was struck by 

lightning and burned down. I worked off of 

an old photo to recreate. The men were on 

the actual photo and I printed and posed 

them like they were on the photo. 

Interurban train: (next to train station) A 

super addition to the quilt. It was in service 

from 1900-1929. The photo had the 

conductors posed in the photo. So I printed 

them and posed them just like the photo. 

Terwilligers Store: (4 houses down in the center) The photo I used was from about 1915. The photo would 

not allow me to print it without looking ghostly. So I asked a friend in Minnesota if he could help me. Within 

minutes, he had the fixed photo to me. The old car was in the photo too along with people. Levi Sibley and 

Helen Dills are decorating the tree.  

Now, noticed the tree topper? (tree next to Terwilligers house) It is a coin. A hundred or more years ago 

there was a cash shortage. There simply wasn’t enough U.S. currency circulating. So, stores had their own 

coins to be used for purchases. The coin on top of the tree was actually found in the wall of a DeWitt house 

many years ago. The coin was worth .05 cents.  

So, my quilt journey has ended. I couldn’t have made these quilts spring to life without help from DeWitt 

residents and the local historian, Ken Coin. He is Marilyn’s son.  

My final thoughts on my DeWitt appliqué quilts; you never know where a journey will take you. I took the 

journey recreating DeWitt using fabrics. Each house was a challenge. Each house, I wondered if I could do it. 

But with each house, I took the challenge. I pass my DeWitt quilts hanging in my studio and I cannot believe I 

created these. But, I did. Shoot for the stars, think outside the box, and try new techniques. Appliqué opens a 

whole new world if you let yourself grow. I didn’t just create my town with fabrics; I learned a ton of history 

and family memories - priceless. Thank you for taking the time to view the quilts and read a little about my 

journey.  
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Spotlight on Appliqué  —  Kathy K. Wylie 

cont. 

Interviewed by Anita M. Smith 

Please also tell us about the Block of the Month patterns you have designed that follow the theme of your 

beautiful applique quilt. 

Patterns are available for most of my quilts. “Instruments of Praise” and “Flourish on the Vine” were 

published as Pattern Packs by C&T Publishing. My book “Sewflakes: Papercut Appliqué Quilts” includes 

patterns for five quilts, including award winners “The Lord is my Shepherd” and “Bridal Tea”. 

“For Such a Time as This” is very complex and would be difficult to publish as a pattern, but twelve months 

of birth flowers would make an excellent Block of the Month! I took the flowers from each month, enlarged 

them by 50%, and placed them in their own wreath setting. I also designed a border for the blocks which can 

be used to frame a single block or a group of blocks. 

The Birth Flowers Block of the Month patterns are available individually, in a boxed set, or as a monthly 

subscription. You can find out more www.kathykwylie.com/birthflowers  

I know our members would love to find out how you started your journey with quilting and especially 

appliqué .   

I started quilting in the spring of 1994 when a friend asked if I would like to take a beginner sampler quilting 

class with her. I had just resigned from my job at IBM Canada to stay home with my two boys, aged 3 and 1 at 

the time, and figured I could use a few evenings out on my own. I had been sewing, embroidering, knitting 

and crocheting since I was a girl, so I was always up for a new needlecraft. Little did I know how much that 

class would change my life – I was captivated right from the start! 

I think I was drawn to appliqué because of my background with embroidery. I love handwork and admired the 

intricate designs that could be created with this technique.  

I was lucky because we made appliqué blocks right alongside patchwork blocks in our beginner sampler class, 

so I learned it from the start. Freezer-paper appliqué was the first technique I learned, followed by bias 

appliqué and then fusible appliqué. I have used many other methods over the years, including cutwork, 

dimensional appliqué, reverse appliqué and more. My ultimate goal was to master needle-turn appliqué and it 

has become my favorite method so far. Apliquick has been a game-changer and has really expanded the 

possibilities for turned-edge appliqué. I use this technique for shapes that are very tiny or intricate. 

What are your favorite applique tools?  What tool would be something you could not live without? 

I guess ultimately the tool I couldn’t live without is a needle! I’ve already mentioned the Apliquick tools. 

Beyond that, I find my LED lightbox essential for tracing; LED or Ott lights indispensable for illuminating my 

workspaces; and serrated-blade scissors improve the accuracy of my cutting (Apliquick scissors or Perfect 

Scissors by Karen Kay Buckley). I use a sandpaper board under my fabric while marking and my favorite 

fabric markers are The Fine Line, Clover’s White Marker, and Bohin’s mechanical ceramic pencil. 

Continues on Page 19 
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Spotlight on Appliqué  —  Kathy K. Wylie 

cont. 

Interviewed by Anita M. Smith 

How much time do you spend working on appliqué and especially if it is a quilt like you recently finished? 

Ah yes, the TIME question! It would be tempting to say I spend as much time as possible working on appliqué 

but I suspect you are looking for a bit more insight. A typical day at home might include a few hours in the 

studio designing, choosing or preparing fabrics for appliqué and up to 4-5 hours of hand stitching.  

As a quilting professional, spring and fall are my busy teaching seasons and I am often on the road at guild 

meetings, workshops and quilt shows. During these months, I may only have a day or two a week available. 

Summer and winter are my prime creative seasons when I may have five, six or even seven days available. I 

often say there are different kinds of time when it comes to making a quilt, and I am thankful for them all! 

“For Such a Time as This” was appliquéd over the course of 3 years. “Instruments of Praise” and “Flourish on 

the Vine” were closer to 18 months each. 

What is your favorite fabric?  Needles?  Thread? 

My favorite needles are John James Gold’n Glide appliqué needles, size 10. There are lots of great threads to 

choose from these days. I tend to use Aurifil Mako 50-weight 2-ply cotton the most, or sometimes Superior 

MasterPiece 50-weight 2-ply cotton (on the pre-wound bobbins) or Mettler 60-weight cotton. Superior’s 

Kimono silk thread is wonderful and I use it occasionally as well. 

Most of my quilts are made with commercial cotton fabric and I love finding and combining various prints and 

tone-on-tones to create my designs. Occasionally I will use other types of fabrics to create an effect – like silk, 

for cymbals – but mostly I use cotton fabric as-is with lots of variety. I spend time auditioning my choices on a 

design wall until I find the best combination that works. 

Do you hand appliqué or machine appliqué and why? 

Yes. 

Sorry, I couldn’t resist. I hand appliqué because I love handwork and because I find the process soothing and 

meditative. I also find I have a lot of control to create intricate shapes as I work with the fabric under my hand 

needle. I machine appliqué when a project needs to be completed more quickly, such as a class or pattern 

sample, or when the design lends itself to a machine-stitched finish. 

Do you hand quilt? Machine quilt? And why? 

These days, I machine quilt. I began with hand quilting, and enjoyed it, but now my handwork time is spent 

with appliqué. Besides, I have become a big fan of the dense and highly-textured machine quilted look. 

Trapunto has become a signature element in my quilts and I love being able to create an almost embossed look 

with machine quilting.! 

Continues on Page 20 
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Spotlight on Appliqué  —  Kathy K. Wylie 

cont. 

Interviewed by Anita M. Smith 

Do you have a teaching schedule? If so, where will you be teaching next? 

Yes, my teaching schedule is posted on my website at www.kathykwylie.com/schedule-2/. I will be teaching 

for Quilt Seminars at Sea, cruising to Alaska August 17-24, 2019. My classes include a cutwork snowflake 

appliqué class and a hand-stitched clamshell class, if you want to join us! 

Birth Flowers Block of the Month 

January –April 

May — August 

September — December 

Continues on Page 21 
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Spotlight on Appliqué—Kathy K. Wylie 

cont. 

Interviewed by Anita M. Smith 

The corner motifs around the medallion feature two overlapping 

branches with 84 individual leaves. These leaves are used to represent 

the seasons and change color accordingly. 

For the borders, I knew I needed some negative space as a resting place, 

but then what? A quilt border should support and frame the design in the 

body of the quilt. Occasionally new elements are introduced in the border 

to add interest, but more often the border unifies the composition by 

repeating color, line, and/or shape. The border corners echo the shapes 

found in the center medallion and the royal blue fabric continues to play 

a dominant, anchoring role. In fact, it forms the only straight line – an 

outer edge softened by appliqué that appears to twist over and under like 

the vines prevalent in the rest of the quilt. 

Machine quilting motifs were chosen to complement the time theme: the 

hours on the clock, ogees - that form the shape of an hour glass, the 

phases of the moon, and the symbol for infinity. This shape is echoed 

around the outside edge by quilting half scallops and then hand tying 

them with black embroidery floss. 

For Such a Time as This 
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2018 Year-End Balance Sheet 
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2018 Year End Profit & Loss 
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May 4, 2018 Annual Meeting Minutes 

The Stateline Appliquérs Chapter hosted the meeting at the Rockford Illinois Holiday Inn. TAS members from 
as far away as Washington State and New York attended. The meeting began at 10 a.m. with a welcome by 
Chapter Leader Judy Mullen. Eileen Keane, the current TAS Vice-President, welcomed everyone, and read a 
letter from Sherri Fields, the current President.  The ballots had been counted and the new slate of officers was 
announced: Sherri Fields - President, Eileen Keane – Vice President, Arlene Beck - Secretary and Janet 
Lenfant – Treasurer. The end of the year calendar financials were presented by the Treasurer, Janet Lenfant.  

 

There was a lively discussion about attracting new members and retaining current members.  

 We started the FB page as an online chapter, why not have virtual meetings? 

 Virtual speakers/teachers. Price out professional videographers to work with the speakers. Either 
on the website or the FB page. Use email blasts to let members know the current one is available. 
We’d have rights to them for a year, then they become the property of the speaker/teacher. 

 A TAS Pinterest page.  

 A row by row project. Using the bluebird in our logo, have it travel from place to place. 

Besides Eileen Keane, and Janet Lenfant, board members Dee Pitthan and Coleen O’Kane were also present. 
It was an honor and a privilege to also have Anita Smith, the founder of TAS, at the meeting. The meeting was 
adjourned at noon. 

After a catered lunch, Barb Clem gave a wonderful presentation talking about and showing her award winning 
beautiful hand appliquéd quilts. Her quilting was amazing, and most were finished with her signature 
scalloped edges. The attendees were presented with a show and tell by the Stateline Appliquérs and visiting 
members of the Sinnissippi Quilters, Inc., the local quilt guild. They showed so many lovely appliqué quilts 
and projects. Anita Smith brought along her “20th Anniversary” quilt to be given away to a lucky TAS member 
and allowed the group to have a close-up look. All of the quilts were gorgeous, and the workmanship was awe 
inspiring. 

Many attendees ate dinner at the Hoffman House restaurant and returned to the conference room to sit, visit 
and sew all evening. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Janet Lenfant 
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Contacting The Appliqué Society 

General Information Eileen Keane Please contact the President at  

president@theappliquesociety.org 

Membership Coleen O’Kane Please contact Membership at  

membership@theappliquesociety.org 

Web Master Coleen O’Kane Please contact the Webmaster at  

webmaster@theappliquesociety.org 

Newsletter Editor Jeannie Hunt Please contact the Editor at  
newsletter@theappliquesociety.org 

Board Officers  

Acting President Eileen Keane 

Vice President Sherri Fields 

Secretary Arlene Beck 

Treasurer Janet Lenfant 

Directors  

Coleen O’Kane 

Mary Kay Mullin 

 

Dee Pitthan 

Anita Smith 
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No part of this newsletter may be reproduced in any way without the written permission of The Appliqué  Society TM . 

TAS Mailing Address: 
The Appliqué Society ® 

P.O. Box 89 
Sequim, WA 98382-0089 
 
Www.theappliquesociety.org 
 

TAS Business Hours: 
Monday—Friday, 8:00AM—5:00PM Pacific Time 
 
Please be aware that we do not have a physical office 
for TAS.  All TAS business is conducted in volunteer 
member homes.  This makes TAS unique and enables us 
to serve you more personally.  We appreciate your ser-
vice and support.  TAS could not be the amazing organ-
ization it is without member volunteers! 

TAS Facebook Groups: 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/608303619190226/ - which is open to TAS members only 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/205292649964358/ - Applique Open Form, which is open to the public 
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