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Our Mission is to Promote, to Teach, to Encourage the Love of ALL Types of Applique in Quilting 

January/February 2019— Volume22 -  Number 1 

 

What are you appliqué goals for 2019? 

Finish a UFO or begin something new? 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Do you have an item for the newsletter? 

Please contact the editor at 
newsletter@theappliquesociety. 

 
 

 
 

Entire contents of this newsletter Copyright 2018 
by The Appliqué Society All Rights Reserved.  
No part of this newsletter may be reproduced in 
any way without the written permission of The 
Appliqué Society. 

Do You Have a Pattern You Would Like to Share 

With Your Fellow TAS Members? 

 

If you have an original pattern that you have designed 

and would like to see it published in the TAS 

newsletter, please contact the newsletter editor at 

newsletter@theappliquesociety.org.   Your donations 

are so very much appreciated! 

 

THE RESOURCE FILE 

The resource file contains contact information for suppliers of items that appear in the newsletter. 
  

 AQS (American Quilter’s Society)    Landauer Publishing 

 P.O. Box 3290, Paducah, KY 42002-3290   3100 NW 101st Street, Suite A   Urbandale, IA 50322 

 Phone 1-800-626-5420     Phone 1-800-557-2144 

 Fax: 270-898-8890  Email:  order@AQSquilt.com  Web:  http://www.landauercorp.com 

 Website:  http://www.AQSquilt.com 

 

 C&T Publishing Inc.     Martingale  (That Patchwork Place) 

 1651 Challenge Drive, Concord , CA 94520-5206  19021 120th Ave NE, Suite 102 Bothell, WA 98011 

 Phone: 1-800-284-1114   Int’l: 1-925-677-0377  Phone: 1-800-426-3126    Int’l:  1-425-483-3313 

 Fax:  925-677-0373   E-mail:  ctinfo@ctpub.com  Web:  http://www.shopmartingale.com 

 Web:  http://www.ctpub.com 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
mailto:order@AQSquilt.com
http://www.landauercorp.comC:/Users/jeannie/Documents/2017
http://www.AQSquilt.com
http://www.AQSquilt.com
mailto:ctinfo@ctpub.com
http://www.shopmartingale.com
http://www.ctpub.com
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From the President—Eileen Keane 

Happy New Year! 

 

2018 is in the rearview mirror. It was a transition year for TAS-how will we go forward, will we even go 

forward? The decision was made to try. None of us want to say good-bye to our appliqué family!  

2019 will be an exciting year for The Applique Society! Anita Smith and her steering committee have been 

hard at work coming up with lots of great ideas for the future of TAS. Keep checking the website and the 

Facebook page to see what’s in store.  

I’d like to invite each and every one of you to think about volunteering. Think of what you can do for TAS, 

as well as what can TAS do for you. An organization is only as good as its members, so please do give it 

some consideration.  

We need an Executive Board! The steering committee can’t do it all alone. If you have an accounting 

background, think about Treasurer. Maybe you’re a wiz at keeping your family on track-President or Vice 

President would be right up your alley.  

We have so much talent in TAS and our main lifeline is our newsletter. Please send in your pictures, any 

applique related articles you may have penned for your guild, challenges your chapter has had. We love 

seeing and reading about our fellow appliquérs. 

One last note, our President, Sherri Fields, has resigned her position due to family medical concerns. She will 

assume the duties of Vice President while I assume the duties of President.  

So I will sign off, 

Eileen Keane, Acting President  

 

Please consider becoming an officer or serving on the Board of Directors.  This is an international 

organization and officers may reside anywhere.  Detailed job descriptions are available on the 

website under the Members Only Portal.  

If you would like to become a part of the Board, please send a letter or email advising which 

position interests you, together with a brief biography that tells us about your personal and your 

organizational experiences by January 15, 2019 to president@theappliquesociety.org.  

Biographies of the slate of officers and the ballot will be published  in the March/April 2019 issue.   

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Saving The Appliqué Society 

by Anita M. Smith, Founder 

I re-joined The Appliqué Society board in October 2018.  I made 

arrangements to go to Houston Quilt Show and Festival the first part of 

November, with my focus being to see what we could do to “UPGRADE” 

The Appliqué Society. That term “UPGRADE” is pretty common now.  

When something no longer works with the things going on around it, it has 

to change.  We all have had to upgrade our computers if we have had them 

for any length of time.  Even our Cell Phones need to be upgraded regularly. 

Both of those need to happen to improve performance.  TAS is also going to 

go through an UPGRADE to improve our membership experience.   

Going to Houston was my first experience and there were so many 

wonderful people I met that made it an amazing experience.  I was able to 

meet Ricky Tims and was interviewed by him.  He will be promoting TAS on a future short shot of our 

meeting.  He is the kindest man and there are wonderful people with The Quilt Show. 

Each day at Houston Quilt Festival, I spent part of my time looking at the teachers’ rooms, finding those who 

were teaching appliqué and then saving those teachers names. In the afternoon, I went to the quilt show and I 

looked for any quilt that was an appliqué quilt and took pictures of them and the names of the appliqué 

quilter.  I also took a period of time each day to visit a portion of the vendors. For each one that was appliqué 

related, I took their business card and information and took pictures. In the 4 days of the show, I took over 

600 pictures on my cell phone camera.  I got a wonderful amount of information to work with. 

What I saw in Houston, at this enormous internationally acclaimed quilt festival with vendors and classes, 

was that appliqué is alive and well in this world.  I say in this world, because I saw appliqué people who were 

from Australia, from New Zealand, from the Netherlands, from Japan, from France, from Canada and of 

course from all over the USA. Those were the ones I recognized, but there were even more than those 

nationalities attending. 

I will go through all these resources I collected in the coming months. I will be interviewing these talented 

appliqué people and share with you the wonderful appliqué talent that you can discover.  I will also share 

some of the vendor information too.   

When I talked to the TAS board recently about the upgrade, we discussed that we could eventually have more 

special videos and classes on the TAS member only website ss.  Right now, the search is on for that right web 

format/program/etc. that will grow and be upgradable for the future.  It is very exciting talking with those 

who have stepped forward to help with the team effort of this next phase of TAS.   

We still need board members and directors.  We have a list of the volunteer board positions – Officers and 

Directors - included in this newsletter.  So far I have 3 people who are willing to be Officers on the TAS 

Board May 2019.  We just need one more Officer volunteer.  I spoke to the TAS board and asked about the 

amount of time needed to be on the board and it was estimated about 1 to 2 hours a week for the position of 

Treasurer. With other positions it was estimated about 2 to 4 hours a month.  That of course all depends on 

Continues on Page 5 
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the Officer position and time of year.  When the people who are interested in the Officer positions come 

forward, we will talk individually and discuss what position works best for them. I have had two people 

volunteer for Director but we could use at least one more and ideally two more.  These Director positions take 

a task that needs done and heads up that position.  This past year, Coleen O’Kane has done the Webmaster and 

Membership jobs.  It would be nice to have the Webmaster and Membership volunteer to have help as TAS 

begins to grow again.  Speaking of which, we have been growing since October.   

The most important part of volunteering on the board is that I would love that we all work together as a team. 

It makes the loads light and the enthusiasm high.  So to summarize, The Appliqué Society overall plan is to be 

THE source for anything appliqué, to be THE networking place for appliqué-teachers, appliqué-tools, appliqué

-tips, appliqué-videos, and appliqué-friendships. We want to touch the world with the Art of Appliqué; to 

speak to the world through the Language of Cloth in the form of appliqué.  This is what we need in order to 

UPGRADE: 

 Fill the TAS officer and director positions still needed (see note above).   

 Upgrade The Appliqué Society with a website provider/program/server (?) that can grow with the 

organization, and be able to host on a members only section - videos, live feeds, blogs, live 

meetings, etc. (We would love someone who is familiar with this and talk to us about it.) 

 Feature at least 2 appliqué teachers/designers per newsletter/blog.  Begin every two months but 

monthly blog as a possible additional feature.  Have teaching videos or pictures of how to do some 

special technique they are famous for or like to share with us. 

 Feature new appliqué related tools, books or classes.   It can be information only or it can be a 

video format. Gleaning from the vendor list from Houston vendors. 

 Set up regional “Rally” meetings for chapters to meet together and have a mini appliqué show and 

meeting.  Video tape that meeting and post it on the TAS Members only page. 

 Live feed the annual meeting so that as many members that can will be able to participate in the 

meetings by watching it live.  

 Have the “Appliqué” - Row by Row challenge for members and chapters.  (One chapter has begun 

this and we are up for the challenge! We are working on details already.)   

 To grow our chapters, set up two types of TAS chapters, with one type as the outreach style and the 

other type of chapter that will be able to use our nonprofit benefits and be more formal.  

These are just a few of the really great ideas that have been talked about with those people who are on the 

steering committee.  I have talked with those who want to be a part of the UPGRADE of TAS and I have been 

above excited about the possibilities of TAS.  When I spoke to people I met at Houston, they were so excited 

to hear about The Appliqué Society and wanted to know how to join.  I gave out many cards to people I met to 

give them the contact info to join TAS.  So I think if the right circumstances are presented to people and the 

word gets out, we can show the world how much fun we have creating with appliqué. 

There are steps that need to be taken for each area of growth I listed above.  I wanted to share with you the 

outline of the potential future for The Appliqué Society.  Will you join us in this journey? 

Contact me if you want to be on the steering committee or have questions about board positions. 

margins@whidbey.com  

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Call for Nominations 

 

Each year we ask members to get involved and become a member of the Board. Each Board member is 

concerned with the overall functioning of TAS. Do you have any ideas or suggestions to inspire current 

members and attract new members? If so, why not be heard and join the Board? While serving on the Board, 

your membership is free, you get to be part of the decision making process. Meetings are held by conference 

call, on the 2nd Thursday of the month, so you don’t have any travel costs. An organization is only as good as 

the people that participate. Fresh ideas are what make a dynamic organization and our goal is to be dynamic. 

We would like people from all over the world to become involved and help us continue to reach that goal.  

We need nominations for the positions listed below. All Board positions are for a one year term.  

 President—The President presides at all meetings; has general supervision of the affairs of TAS and 

performs other duties required of the President by the Board of Directors. The President appoints all 

standing committees and special committees and serves as a member of all committees.  

 First Vice President—During the absence or disability of the President, the First Vice President exercises 

all the function of the President. The First Vice President performs the duties that may be assigned to them 

from time to time by the Board of Directors.  

 Second Vice President—During the absence or disability of the President and the First Vice President, the 

Second Vice President exercises all the functions of the President. The Second Vice President performs the 

duties that may be assigned to them from time to time by the Board of Directors.  

 Treasurer—The Treasurer has custody of all money and securities of TAS and keeps regular books of 

account. The Treasurer performs all other duties that are incidental to the position as required by the Board 

of Directors.  

 Secretary—The Secretary issues notices for all meetings, prepares minutes of all meetings; has charge of 

the corporate books and performs all other duties that are incidental to the position as required by the 

Board of Directors.  

 

Detailed job descriptions are available on the website under the Members Only Portal.  

If you would like to become a part of the Board, please send a letter or email advising which position interests 

you, together with a brief biography that tells us about your personal and your organizational experiences by 

January 15, 2019 to president@theappliquesociety.org. 

Thank you for you interest in becoming a Board member.  

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Spotlight on Appliqué—Karen Kay Buckley 

Interview by Anita M. Smith 

Can you tell us about yourself and how you got into quilting? 

I graduated from college with a Health and Physical Education degree.  Teaching jobs were hard to find.  I 
was able to find a good job in the claims department at a large insurance company.  Keep in mind….no 
one calls the claims department because they are having a good day.  I needed something low stress when I 
got off of work. My sister and I decided to take a clothing sewing classes at Stretch and Sew.  Shortly after 
those classes ended, I saw that the local high school was offering “Adult Education” classes.  I was most 
interested in their tailoring class and my second choice was a quilting class.  The classes were on the same 
evening.  So, I signed up for the tailoring class which was later cancelled due to low registration.  That 
cancellation might be one of the best things that ever happened to me.  So, as I like to say, the rest is 
history.  I got the last spot in the quilting class.  I loved quilting more than I liked making clothing.  The 
quilt did not need to fit my body.  If my body changed sizes the quilt still covered me.  I was hooked from 
class one.   I took more classes and then started playing on my own.  Little did I know that my husband 
would be my biggest asset, supporter and fan.  Joe started his education in engineering and then changed 
his direction, but, that one year of engineering really paid off for me.  I wanted to make blocks in differing 
sizes, but back in the early 80’s there were not as many resources as there are today. Joe did not draft my 
patterns but he taught me how to do it.  That knowledge catapulted me into designing.  

 
Can you tell us why you like to appliqué? 

As I was starting to quilt, I subscribed to Quilters Newsletter magazine.  I loved the appliqué quilts and the 
pieced quilts that included appliqué .  My first classes included minimal appliqué and I thought……....I 
need to figure this out.  The more I played and read, the more I learned.  Trial and error are how I define it.  
In the end, I found appliqué , both hand and machine, to be very relaxing and comforting. 

 

Which method of appliqué do you prefer? 

I prefer a prepared edge method of appliqué using sizing.  I use it for both my hand and my machine 
appliqué. 

 

I met Karen Kay Buckley at a few of The Appliqué Society 
meetings we had in the past.  I was always impressed with her 
color choices, designs and tools for appliqué.  I was able to see 
Karen at Houston and wanted you all to hear about her story. 
Let me introduce you to this very talented lady.  

Photo by Bonnie McCaffery 

Continues on Page 8 
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What do you like to do when you are not doing appliqué/quilting? 

Spending time with my husband, my sweet dog Eve and reading. 
 

How important of a role does color play in your work?  Do you have any advice on choosing colors? 

This is a tough question.  I have no formal art training.  Color and balance play a very important role in my 
quilts.  In the early 90’s, my husband introduced me to the local high school art teacher, Denny.  In my early 
design days, I asked Denny to please come over and help me with a color question.  He looked at what I had 
on my design wall and listened to my question.  He turned around and started to leave my room.  He said, 
“You need to start trusting yourself.  You knew the answer.”  Later when we talked, I asked him if he 
thought I should take some color theory classes and he said absolutely not. He told me I was uninhibited in 
my choices and he thought I was making great choices.   

 

Do you have a favorite appliqué tip that you would like to share with our readers? 

There are a lot of good appliqué instructors.  Take as many classes as you can from different instructors and 
then figure which of their techniques work best for you. 

 

Do you have a special must have ‘tool’ you just couldn’t be without in your sewing bag? 

That’s a loaded question as I have developed a lot of useful tools for appliquérs.  I have my own line of 
products, “Karen Kay Buckley’s Perfect Quilting Products”.  They were all developed as a result of things I 
wished I had in order to make what I do easier.  I have lots of free videos on my website 
www.karenkaybuckley.com.  You can view those to see the many products I LOVE…..Perfect Circles, 
Perfect Ovals, Perfect Leaves, 5 different Perfect Scissors, patterns, videos, Perfect Pins, Perfect 
Stems…….the list goes on.   

 

How do you find time to do everything you do and still manage to finish a quilt? 

It is my opinion that you will always find the time to do the things you love. 
 

Can you tell us what your plans are for the future?  Do you have any future projects on the drawing 
board? 

I always have a project in the works either for a new class or a competition quilt.  I only make one quilt at a 
time.  I am too overwhelmed to have too many things going at one time.  

 
Do you have a new product that you are promoting? New pattern? 

I am expanding my scissors line.  Up next is another pair of straight blade scissors to help those who love to 
use fusible techniques.    And I’m researching adding thread snips to the line. 

 

 

Do you have a favorite tip or technique to share with your fellow TAS members?  Please send your tip to the 
editor at newsletter@theappliquesociety.org. 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
http://www.karenkaybuckley.com
mailto:newsletter@theappliquesociety.org
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Spotlight on Appliqué—Esther Aliu 

Interview by Anita M. Smith 

Esther, your appliqué and quilt patterns are simply amazing and so very different than anything out in the 

quilt and appliqué  world. So the questions are based on your love of appliqué that shows through into your 

designs. 

When and how did you fall in love with designing your quilts?  

As a textile artist, I’ve always played around with fabric. I was sewing from the age of 4, so I’ve had a 
love for creating things from early on. It wasn’t until my late 30s that I even came across quilts as an outlet 
for my creativity. Quilting became a natural extension from wall size fabric murals that I was working on 
as a textile artist. I took a pieced block class at my local church on a whim and really enjoyed it. Then I 
discovered appliqué and knew I’d ‘come home’ – I was hooked! 

 

When and how did appliqué become your focus? 

I’ve always loved embroidery. In my first ever quilt class which was all about large pieced blocks, I was 
using a fabric with lovely flowers on it and thinking of ways I could cut those flowers out and use them in 
the block. In fact, I was imagining Broderie Perse without knowing what it was! Right away I knew 
piecing was fine but that creating motifs was my thing. 

 

How does a design come to you? 

I have a shelf full of sketch books and when I feel ready to start a new design, I flick through the pages and 
there’s always one that will really speak to me in that moment. My sketchbooks are drawings from 
moments in life, or little scenes I’ve created from my imagination or memory (such as Delft ware tiles 
from my childhood memory), they’re a real jumble but I find that they start creating themes or formations 
and slowly they pull together to create what is recognizable as a quilt design.  

 

Do you hand appliqué  Or machine appliqué  Or do you use both and why? 

Ideally, I would hand appliqué everything as it’s the most authentic method and I do think there is beauty 
in the skill and patience for the sake of it, but I only have one lifetime and nowhere near enough time to 
see all my quilts realized, so I compromise. I turn edge by hand, baste glue down the pieces and then 
machine stitch into position.  

I met Esther Aliu and her talent in 2013 when I began my journey with her 

BOM (block of the month) called Love Entwined – 1790 Marriage Coverlet.  

Esther lives in Australia but this BOM was being done by many people from 

around the world. I joined the journey and it has been an amazing one. I 

wanted The Appliqué Society to meet this talented lady. I would like to 

introduce you to Esther Aliu.  

Continues on Page 10 
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What is your favorite tool for appliqué and why? 

A wooden cuticle stick, sometimes called an orange stick. Now I’ve discovered the ‘purple thang’ from 
Amazon which is basically a plastic version of the same thing. It’s just so handy for turning neat, tidy corners, 
I wouldn’t be without it! 

 

How do you organize your time to accomplish as much as you do? 

Well, I really don’t accomplish anywhere near as much as I’d like. Ideally, I’d love to have an assistant, I 
know that would free up a lot of time if I had one. I spend just as much time on my computer as I do quilting 
– it’s a difficult thing to prioritize, time wise. And of course I’m a wife and mother too and family always 
comes first. I do whatever I can, whenever I can and somehow it all fits. Luckily, I love what I do or I 
wouldn’t put up with all the learning curves. Navigating my way online has been much harder than learning 
any quilting techniques, that’s for sure. But on the flip side, I’ve met so many quilters online that I never 
would have otherwise known, so it’s hard to resent the technology. It’s frustrating at times, but it’s enriched 
my life in so many ways too. I used to quilt at home by myself and only my daughters took an interest in my 
work, now I get to share my designs worldwide. What a time we’re living in right now. I think it’s easy to 
forget what a change it’s been in just a single lifetime.  

 

What is your current appliqué project you are working on? What do you love about it? 

My latest BOM is called Hold Onto Your Heart and it’s my current obsession. Without a doubt, it’s the best 
quilt I’ve designed so far. It encompasses my own journey through quilting and is one of those really special 
quilts. I’m already excited to get started on it.  
 

Thank you again Esther. It means so much to me to have you share your talent with us.  For those interested 

in seeing this pattern and others, get a cup of tea/coffee and please check out Esther’s blog. , http://

www.esthersquiltblog.com/ 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
http://www.esthersquiltblog.com/
http://www.esthersquiltblog.com/
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New Releases from Martingale 

Start with a simple block. Slice, turn, and sew slices back 
together. Then watch the magic happen! It's hard to believe such 
complex-looking quilts can come from such easy-to-sew blocks, 
but turnabout techniques transform even the most basic blocks 
into show-stopping quilts. In some cases slicing isn't even 
necessary--just turn units as directed for unique designs!  

Each chapter focuses on a single block; just follow along to sew, 
slice, turn, and sew again. Find several design options for each 
block, along with a total of 23 quilt patterns, so you can make lap 
quilts, runners, and more with the turnabout blocks you create. 

Carol Hopkins, author of the best-selling Civil War Lega-
cies series, is back with her sixth book, revealing a big 
twist--big quilts! You'll love learning how Carol uses her 
signature Civil War color palette in larger quilts, each 
more stunning than the last.  

Fourteen patterns ranging from lap-size to twin pay tribute 
to Southern belles, men's work shirts from the Civil War 
era, First Lady of the United States Mary Todd Lincoln, 
and more. Interesting tidbits about nineteenth-century life 
round out this gorgeous collection that will inspire you to 
think big! 

Meet the Moda Blockheads! - Lisa Bongean, Betsy Chutchian , 
Lynne Hagmeier, Jo Morton , Jan Patek ,Carrie Nelson. 

Six celebrity quilt designers unite to share this compendium of 48 
stunning quilt blocks plus six spectacular sampler-quilt patterns to 
showcase the beautiful blocks you make.  

Along with imaginative interpretations of each 6" block--from 
traditional patchwork inspired by history to whimsical appliqued 
scenes from nature--you'll enjoy loads of sewing tips from the 
pros that you can use for as long as you quilt. 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Chapter Showcase 

Is your chapter doing something special with appliqué—demonstrations in the community, information booth 
at a local quilt show or do you know of an appliqué event or quilt show in your area that would be of interest 
to other TAS members ?  If so, please send them to newsletter@theappliquesociety.org 

Please send information on appliqué events and quilt shows at least 6 months in advance of the event date to 
ensure timely inclusion in the newsletter. 

It’s not to early to renew your membership 

I just wanted to add a quick reminder that annual dues will be due by May 1st.  If you would like to beat the 
rush you may renew any time from now until May 1st. 

Thanks, 

Coleen O'Kane 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Contacting The Appliqué Society 

General Information Eileen Keane Please contact the President at  

president@theappliquesociety.org 

Membership Coleen O’Kane Please contact Membership at  

membership@theappliquesociety.org 

Web Master Coleen O’Kane Please contact the Webmaster at  

webmaster@theappliquesociety.org 

Newsletter Editor Jeannie Hunt Please contact the Editor at  
newsletter@theappliquesociety.org 

Board Officers  

Acting President Eileen Keane 

Vice President Sherri Fields 

Secretary Arlene Beck 

Treasurer Janet Lenfant 

Directors  

Coleen O’Kane  

Dee Pitthan 

Anita Smith 

 

Entire contents of the TAS newsletter Copyright © 2016 by the Appliqué  Society TM .  All Rights Reserved. 

No part of this newsletter may be reproduced in any way without the written permission of The Appliqué  Society TM . 

TAS Mailing Address: 
The Appliqué Society ® 

P.O. Box 89 
Sequim, WA 98382-0089 
 
Www.theappliquesociety.org 
 

TAS Business Hours: 
Monday—Friday, 8:00AM—5:00PM Pacific Time 
 
Please be aware that we do not have a physical office 
for TAS.  All TAS business is conducted in volunteer 
member homes.  This makes TAS unique and enables us 
to serve you more personally.  We appreciate your ser-
vice and support.  TAS could not be the amazing organ-
ization it is without member volunteers! 

TAS Facebook Groups: 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/608303619190226/ - which is open to TAS members only 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/205292649964358/ - Applique Open Form, which is open to the public 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
http://Www.theappliquesociety.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/608303619190226/
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