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Our Mission is to Promote, to Teach, to Encourage the Love of ALL Types of Applique in Quilting 
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20th Anniversary Quilt 

I was thrilled to learn recently that I won a quilt commemorating the twentieth anniversary of TAS.  The 
gorgeous quilt arrived at my home this week and I am awed at the overall design and exquisite execution.  
What may not be readily apparent in the photos above is the flawless machine quilting that enhances the 
design choices.  Thank you to the wonderful women who created such a work of art.  
 
I am a member of the Duke City Appliquérs in Albuquerque, New Mexico and look forward to taking the 
quilt to the next meeting for show and tell.   
 
Thanks again, 
Barbara Zaslow  
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Do you have an item for the newsletter? 

Please contact the editor via 
newsletter@theappliquesociety.org. 

 
 

 
 

 

Entire contents of this newsletter Copyright  2017 
by The Appliqué Society All Rights Reserved.  
No part of this newsletter may be reproduced in 
any way without the written permission of The 

Do You Have a Pattern You Would Like to Share 

With Your Fellow TAS Members? 

 

If you have an original pattern that you have designed 

and would like to see it published in the TAS 

newsletter, please contact the newsletter editor via 

newsletter@theapplique.society.org 

Your donations are so very much appreciated! 

 

THE RESOURCE FILE 

The resource file contains contact information for suppliers of items that appear in the newsletter. 
  

 AQS (American Quilter’s Society)    Apple Blossom Quilts 

 P.O. Box 3290, Paducah, KY 42002-3290   P. O. Box 486, Webster City, Iowa 50595 

 Phone 1-800-626-5420     Phone 515-835-0457  

 Fax: 270-898-8890  Email:  order@AQSquilt.com  Web:  http://www.appleblossomquilts.com 

 Website:  http://www.AQSquilt.com 

 

 C&T Publishing Inc.     Martingale  (That Patchwork Place) 

 1651 Challenge Drive, Concord , CA 94520-5206  19021 120th Ave NE, Suite 102 Bothell, WA 98011 

 Phone: 1-800-284-1114   Int’l: 1-925-677-0377  Phone: 1-800-426-3126    Int’l:  1-425-483-3313 

 Fax:  925-677-0373   E-mail:  ctinfo@ctpub.com  Web:  http://www.shopmartingale.com 

 Web:  http://www.ctpub.com 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
mailto:order@AQSquilt.com
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From the President—Sherri Fields 

Happy Summer to All our Members! 

First of all, I’d like to thank everyone in our Stateline Stitchers Chapter out of Rockford, Ill., for hosting our 
Annual Meeting.  Due to my current family situation (my daughter was diagnosed with cervical cancer and 
was recuperating from successful surgery), I was unable to attend.  However, the board members that were 
able to attend came back with glowing reports of how wonderful the meeting was.  Thank you, thank you, 
thank you Stateline Stitchers!  You did a marvelous job! 

Not only did all those that attended have a great time, but a lot of terrific ideas came out of that meeting.  
Eileen Keane and Janet Lenfant, the board members attending, made a list and shared both the ideas and 
enthusiasm that came out of the Annual Meeting.  In conjunction with that list, I sent an email blast out a few 
weeks ago asking all of our members for ideas.  The response was overwhelming.  So far, the top five are: 

 Tutorials 

 Regional Meetings 

 Tips, Hints, Patterns, and Tricks for Beginner Appliquérs 

 Reviews of Books and Products 

 More Patterns 

So, the board and I have hit the ground running.  We’re talking with videographers that maybe able to assist 
us with producing tutorial videos with YouTube links on our webpage.  We’ve begun to organize for our 
next annual meeting and hopefully have it on live Facebook feed.  We would also like to have classes at that 
meeting.  It’s all in the planning stages.  However, we need YOU. 

All of our board members are volunteers who selflessly give of their own free time.  What can you do? 

 There’s still time to make suggestions of things you’d like to see TAS undertake.  Please email 

me at taspresident01@gmail.com with your ideas, hopes, and dreams.  Email me anytime you 

have concerns or ideas, or if you want a question answered. 

 Become a board member. This commitment takes an average of less than two hours a month.  The 

board needs new members, new energy, and new ideas. 

 If you have any connections with good videographers that might agree to donate their time, we 

would really appreciate that information.  We’d like to make those tutorials become a reality. 

 If you would like a regional meeting in your area (what fun!), let me know.  You don’t have to 

belong to a chapter.  Among our members there are several in the same section of a state and we 

can get you in touch with each other so you all can work together to hold a regional Sit and Sew, 

Retreat, or whatever you want to do. 

 Join our Facebook page.  That’s the first place you will find updates on what we’re doing.   

 Write reviews or articles for our newsletters.  We really, really need assistance in this area.   

 If you design your own patterns, consider donating one to TAS for publication.  We will give you 

full credit.   

Thank you for entrusting me with the Presidency of this wonderful organization for another year.  It’s truly 

an honor to serve our members.  I, along with the rest of the board, are working towards making these ideas a 

reality.  It takes time, and it takes work.  Many hands working on the same goals can make it a reality faster.  

Consider helping us out. 

Love and Stitches, 

Sherri 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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TAS Row by Row Experience 

Design Guidelines 

We are looking for folks that have a flair for applique design that would be willing to design a row for a 

quilt.   

 Rows should be 36 ½ by 10 ½-inches unfinished.  They can be oriented either horizontally or 

vertically.  The row must be at least 70 percent applique.  The background can be pieced or plain.  

You can “bling” it up or keep it basic.   

 The row should represent something about the city and state that you live in.  It can be a skyline, 

an event your city is known for, a famous historical person or event…the sky’s the limit!  Be 

creative!  Use your imagination! 

 The TAS bluebird logo must be somewhere in the row.  We want the blue bird to represent 

everywhere that TAS members are.  When the rows are put together it will look like the bluebird is 
flying all over the place, visiting our members. 

 Designs should be submitted by December 1, 2018 to president@theappliquesociety.org.  

 The Board will choose six patterns of which two will be included in each of the first three 2019 
newsletters. 

 Submitted patterns must fit on an 8.5” x 11” sheet of paper. 

 A prize will be given to the first member to send of photo of the completed (quilted and bound) 

quilt by January 1, 2020. 

Save the date for these inspiring events:  

June 30—July 8, Kutztown Folk Festival, PA https://www.kutztownfestival.com/calendar 

July 13—14, Alleghany Quilt Guild Show, NC, http://alleghanyquiltersguild.com/ 

July 27-29, Covington Quilters Guild Show, WA, https://www.covingtonquilters.org/index.php/quilt-show 

August 10-11, Quilters Guild of Plano, TX, http://www.qgplano.org/cgi-bin/membership.cgi?Page=QP2018 

September 28—30, The Asheville Quilt Guild Show, NC, https://www.ashevillequiltguild.org/quilt-show/ 

October 12—13, Catawba Valley Quilters Guild Quilt Show, NC, http://www.catawbavalleyquiltersguild.com/ 

November 2-3,Forsyth Piecers and Quilters Guild, NC, https://forsythquilters.org/2018-quilt-show/ 

 

The Quilters Hall of Fame in Marion, IN has various exhibits of interest throughout the year, https://

quiltershalloffame.net/ 

 

The Pacific Northwest Quilt and Fiber Arts Museum in La Conner, WA has various exhibits of interest 

throughout the year, https://quiltershalloffame.net/. 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
https://www.kutztownfestival.com/calendarC:/Users/jeannie/Documents/2017
http://alleghanyquiltersguild.com/
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http://www.qgplano.org/cgi-bin/membership.cgi?Page=QP2018
https://www.ashevillequiltguild.org/quilt-show/
http://www.catawbavalleyquiltersguild.com/
https://forsythquilters.org/2018-quilt-show/
https://quiltershalloffame.net/
https://quiltershalloffame.net/
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Appliquer’s Tool Box 

Everyone has their favorite appliqué tool.  Often there are several choices that do the same thing.  Below is a 
list of items that you might want to include in your appliqué tool box. 

Placement Guide or overlay 

 Tracing Paper 
 Upholstery Vinyl – 8 to 10 gauge 
 Keep the tissue paper that comes with the vinyl for rolling up the pattern 
 Pattern Pellon or non-woven/non-fusible interfacing—Pellon Tracing Cloth #815, #830 or #831 or 

#832  

Pattern Piece Templates 

 Freezer paper (grocery store) 
 Freezer Paper Alternatives – pre-cut, printable 
 Ultimate Appliqué Template paper – P3 Designs ~ $6/25 sheets 
 Quilter’s Freezer paper Sheets – C&T Publishing ~ $9/30 sheets 
 Freezer paper Sheets – C. Jenkins ~ $8/50 sheet 
 Label (office supply)  
 Contact paper (variety store, grocery store) – white 
 Self-Adhesive Template Sheets – Appliqué Graphics, Inc.  
 Template plastic – Templar (quilt shop)  
 Laminate sheet (office supply) – scrap booking supply 
 Contact paper (variety store, grocery store) – clear  

Marking Tools – for light and dark fabric 

 Clover White Marking Pen (Fine) 
 Chalk – wash out 
 Permanent pen:  #.01 Pigma marker black; ultra fine Sharpie 
 Pencil (7mm mechanical), pencil sharpener and eraser 

Needles – higher the number, the smaller & thinner the needle 

 Appliqué or sharp - #11 or #12 
 Milliners or straw - #10 or #11 
 Embroidery (for back basting)  - large shaft, #3-#10 

 

Needle Threader 

Thimble 

Thread 

 Color to match or a shade darker than fabric to be appliquéd 
 Cotton – 50 or 60 weight, machine embroidery thread 
 Silk – 100 weight, neutral color or to match appliqué fabric 
 Heavy thread – size 20 to size 40 or hand quilting thread, neutral contrasting color for back basting 

Continued on page 6 
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Pins 

 small appliqué pins ½” – ¾” 
 silk pins 
 a few safety pins 

Scissors 

 Paper 
 Fabric – sharp pair that will cut to a fine point 
 Pinking shears or wavy blade rotary cutter 

Miscellaneous 

 Bias bars 
 Bias Tape maker – ¼” (green), 3/8” (lavender), ½”(yellow) 1/8” (Simplicity  - red) 
 Circle templates or Perfect Circles by Karen Kay Buckley 
 Fray Blocker – use tooth pick to apply 
 Non-wax Transfer Paper - Saral Transfer Paper or Loew Cornell Transfer Paper 
 Pencil and paper for notes 
 Rotary cutter (straight & wavy blade), mat and ruler 
 Roxanne’s appliqué glue 
 Sand paper board or fine grit sand paper 
 Spray Starch or sizing (Best Press) 
 Stapler and staple remover 
 Tape (Removable Scotch Tape - 3M #811 – blue box) 
 Water-based glue stick – child’s school glue 

 

If your favorite tool isn’t listed, please share it with TAS.  Send you favorite tool or technique to newslet-
ter@theappliquesociety.org. 

Appliquer’s Tool Box continued 

Is your chapter doing something special with appliqué—demonstrations in the community, information booth 
at a local quilt show or do you know of an appliqué event or quilt show in your area that would be of interest 
to other TAS members ?  If so, please send them via the website. Scroll down the page and select Newsletter 
and it will be included in a future newsletter. 

Please send information on appliqué events and quilt shows at least 6 months in advance of the event date to 
ensure timely inclusion in the newsletter. 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
https://www.theappliquesociety.org/contact.htm
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Spotlight on Appliquér: Kerry Burke 
Can you tell us about yourself and how you got into quilting? 

When I was 6 years old, my Grandmother bought a summer cottage in Gananoque, Ontario.  The 
cottage came furnished and on all 6 beds were hand made quilts.  I was absolutely captivated by 
these quilts.  I asked my Grandmother where the quilts came from and she said she did not know.  
There were no labels on the quilts.  Every year I looked forward to returning to the cottage, not only 
to visit my Grandmother, but also to see the lovely quilts again.  I always knew that one day I would 
make my own quilt.  My Mother did not sew, but she was an amazing knitter,  which meant we did 
not have a sewing machine. When I was 15 I saved up bought my own sewing machine and signed 
up for Home-Ec in High School.  I made a full sized quilt for my year-end project.  The teacher, Miss 
Webb, gave me a mark of 100%.  I am sure it helped that I made the quilt in our school colours.  I 
have been quilting ever since!  My husband Paul and I have 6 kids between us, a couple of 
grandkiddies, a couple of dogs and a cat.  I have been obsessed with fabric and quilting for as long as 
I can remember! 

What drew you to quilting and appliqué in particular? 

Once I took my Home-Ec class I was totally addicted to fabric and sewing in general, but especially 
quilting.  When I was pregnant with my son in 1990, I decided to hand-applique a rocking horse 
quilt.  I struggled with needleturn applique, but the more I did, the better I became.  That was the 
quilt that made me decide that I loved hand-applique and hand-quilting. 

Can you tell us why you like to appliqué?  

That is a question I ask myself quite regularly.  I have to say I just come alive when I have a needle 
and thread in my hand.  Stitching one piece of fabric on top of another piece of fabric is good for the 
body, mind and soul. 

What was your first appliqué project? 

I did take a beginner sampler quilt class when I was in my early twenties.  The blocks were stitched 
by machine, but one of the blocks had some Celtic designs that were hand-appliqued.  I enjoyed that 
block the most. 

Which method of appliqué do you prefer? 

I absolutely love the Prepared Edge method, which is the only method I use and teach.  I used to 
teach needleturn applique at the local quilt shops, but I was always frustrated by difficult time the 
students had with needleturn.  I searched for a new method I could teach and came across a few 
variations of Prepared Edge Applique.  Not only did I find this new method easier and so much more 
efficient than needleturn, it is very easy to teach.  I always tell my students “With a little practice, 
your work will look just like mine”.  And it is true! 

What do you like to do when you are not quilting? 

The usual kind of things we all do, like spend time with the family, look after the pets, shop for 
fabric!  This summer we have a 2 week vacation planned.  We are going to the Yukon and we will be 
driving a good part of the time, so I am busy getting some applique blocks prepped so I can stitch 
along the way.  I will also be bringing along some 60 degree diamonds to stitch.  I can’t imagine 
going anywhere without my stitching. 

How important of a role does color play in your work? 

Do you have any advice on choosing colors?  For my applique quilts, I love to use “clear”colours (as 
opposed to “muddy” colours). I like my blues to be blue and my reds to be red. I like to use “lush” 
greens.  It never hurts to have a colour wheel handy and to arm yourself with a bit of Colour Theory 
knowledge. I am just finishing up two different “I Spy quilts” for our 2 granddaughters and I used 
some fairly bright, clear fabrics.   However, I have caught the hexie bug and am now addicted to 
hand-stitching (not EPP just plain old fashioned hand-piecing).  And for these quilts, I like to use 
Civil War type fabrics.  My advice is “Use fabrics you love.  Don’t worry about what anyone else is 
doing.  Don’t follow a fabric trend if it isn’t your thing”. Continued on page 8 
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Do you have a favorite color that you find yourself using in every quilt? 

Pink!  I love pink. 

Do you have a favorite appliqué tip that you would like to share with our readers? 

Don’t cut your seam allowance too small or too big.  Be like Goldilocks…aim for a seam allowance 
that looks “just right”. 

Do you have a special must have ‘tool’ you just couldn’t be without in your sewing bag?  

I love Karen Kay Buckley’s Perfect Scissors.  I could not live without them.  I also cannot live without 
ThimblePads.  And for Prepared Edge, I must have the PrymDritz Petite Press Mini Iron.  Oh…and 
100% cotton thread.  Actually, my sewing bag is pretty big! 

How do you find time to do everything you do and still manage to finish a quilt? 

I am a firm believer in doing what you have to do to follow your passion.  I am also very aware of how 
precious time is and I try not to waste it. I set daily goals and weekly goals and I write these goals on a 
calendar I use specifically for my quilting goals.  My mentor, Sue Garman shared this goal-setting tip 
with me when I asked her how she managed to find time to finish so many awesome quilts. Think of 
hand-stitching as a form of self-care.  Also, I cannot sit in front of the TV without having some 
stitching in my lap. 

Do you hand or machine quilt your pieces?  

I love to hand-quilt, so I like to have one hand-quilted project on the go at all times.  For most of my 
other quilts, I have them machine quilted.  I am lucky to have some extremely talented longarmers in 
my area, which I am so thankful for. 

Can you tell us what projects you are currently working on? 

I am currently working on a quilt inspired by Canadian birds and flowers.  Each block consists of each 
province’s official bird and flower.  I teach 2 different projects at The Academy of Applique every 
year, so that also keeps me busy with samples and class notes.  I am currently hand-quilting the two I 
Spy Quilts I made for my granddaughters.  I also have a couple of hand-pieced quilts on the go. 

Can you tell us what your plans are for the future?  Do you have any future projects on the drawing board? 

We have 2 daughters getting married this year, so I see a couple of wedding quilts on the horizon.  I 
would love to hand-piece a double wedding ring quilt for each of them.  We’ll see! 

How were your first retreats? Will you be doing more of them? 

The 2 Applique Retreats were fantastic!  There is something so magical when you get together with 
people that share the same interest.  We stayed at Fireside Retreat in Orillia, which is a wonderful 
venue created specifically for quilt retreats. The project I used to teach Prepared Edge was the 
Chickadee Block (the first block in the Canadian birds and flowers quilt).  I am amazed (but not 
surprised) at how quickly everyone learned this new method.  And yes, everyone’s finished project 
looked just like mine!  I have 2 more Retreats lined up (one for this coming fall and one for the spring) 
and I cannot wait! 

 

Spotlight on Appliquér: Kerry Burke 
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TAS 2018 BLOCK OF THE MONTH 

Nicole’s Handbags 
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TAS 2018 BLOCK OF THE MONTH 

Nicole’s Handbags  
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For complete contest entry rules—https://quiltmuseum.org/education/contests/new-quilts-old-favorites/ 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Membership Application 

 
Name:            _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:         _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:               _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
State/Prov:     ____________________ Zip/Postal Code:_______________9 number USA zip code required 

 
Country:         _____________________________________ 
 
Telephone:      ____________________ E-Mail: ___________________________________________ 
 
Chapter:          _____________________________________________________________________ 
                         If you belong to a Chapter, please include the Chapter name 
 
 
New Member: _______________                                    Renewal: ____________________ 
 
Membership Number___________________________ 

 
How did you hear about us: ______________________ 
 
 
Are you interested in being on the Board of Directors? Yes __ No __ 
 

Please visit our website for more information and products for sale at:    theappliquésociety.org 
 
 
 
Leave Blank for Office Use Mail to: 
N _______ R _______ # _________  
Int ______ Canada ______________  
Date ____________ NL ___________  

 

Mail to: 
 
The Appliqué Society 
P.O. Box 89  
Sequim, WA 98382-0089 

 
 Membership: 
 
  All members                 One Year $25 US funds           ____            Two Year $50 US funds ____ 

 
  Payment:                     Please make checks payable to The Appliqué Society in US funds only                       
 
If you wish to pay by credit card, please log onto the website and use the PayPal option (you do not  

need an account, just any credit/debit card number). 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
theappliquésociety.org
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Contacting The Appliqué Society 

General Information Sherri Fields Please contact the President at  
president@theappliquesociety.org 

Membership Coleen O’Kane Please contact Membership at  
membership@theappliquesociety.org 

Web Master Coleen O’Kane Please contact the Webmaster at  
webmaster@theappliquesociety.org 

Newsletter Editor Jeannie Hunt Please contact the Editor at  
newsletter@theappliquesociety.org 

Board Officers  

President Sherri Fields 

Vice President Eileen Keane 

Secretary Arlene Beck 

Treasurer Janet Lenfant 

Directors: 

Coleen O’Kane 

Dee Pitthan 

Entire contents of the TAS newsletter Copyright © 2016 by the Appliqué  Society TM .  All Rights Reserved. 

No part of this newsletter may be reproduced in any way without the written permission of The Appliqué  Society TM . 

TAS Mailing Address: 
The Appliqué Society ® 

P.O. Box 89 
Sequim, WA 98382-0089 
 
Www.theappliquesociety.org 
 

TAS Business Hours: 
Monday—Friday, 8:00AM—5:00PM Pacific Time 
 
Please be aware that we do not have a physical office 
for TAS.  All TAS business is conducted in volunteer 
member homes.  This makes TAS unique and enables us 
to serve you more personally.  We appreciate your 
service and support.  TAS could not be the amazing 
organization it is without member volunteers! 

TAS Facebook Groups: 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/608303619190226/ - which is open to TAS members only 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/205292649964358/ - Applique Open Form, which is open to the public 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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