
www.theappliquésociety.org    1 

 

Our Mission is to Promote, to Teach, to Encourage the Love of ALL Types of Applique in Quilting 

May/June 2018— Volume21 -  Number  3 

 

My First Time at the Academy of Applique by Eileen Keane 

I’ve been very lucky. I’ve taken some amazing one day workshops with some great teachers, but I’ve never 

had the opportunity to attend a multi-day academy. Well, this year I did.   

I’ve followed Kerry Burke’s blog for several years. Kerry’s an appliquer from Ontario, Canada and she does 

beautiful work. She was listed as one of the teachers in the brochure and I signed up immediately. Since it 

was my first time going, I only signed up for one class.  

That was back in September, and I had to wait until February! But the day finally arrived when we all 

walked in and got our badges and a few gifts from Barbara Blanton, the director.  

The classes are all 3 days. What an out of body experience being among over 200 people who love applique 

as much as I do! Kerry’s technique is prepared edge, and she made it so easy for us. Our class was large, but 

she gave each of us lots of her time and attention.  

Breakfast and lunch were included, and we had a fantastic trunk show every day with our lunch. Most of  

teachers spoke and told us how they got started and where their inspiration came from.  

This was my first time, but it most definitely won’t be my last. Oh yes, I’m signing up for two classes next 

year! 

Kerry Burke’s blog: https://simplebirdapplique.com/  

Academy of Appliqué: http://www.academyofapplique.com/  
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Do you have an item for the newsletter? 

Please contact the editor via the website. Scroll 
down the page and select Newsletter. 

 

 
 

 

 

Entire contents of this newsletter Copyright  2017 
by The Appliqué Society All Rights Reserved.  
No part of this newsletter may be reproduced in 
any way without the written permission of The 
Appliqué Society. 

Do You Have a Pattern You Would Like to Share 

With Your Fellow TAS Members? 

 

If you have an original pattern that you have designed 

and would like to see it published in the TAS 

newsletter, please contact the newsletter editor from 

the website for more details.  

Your donations are so very much appreciated! 

 

THE RESOURCE FILE 

The resource file contains contact information for suppliers of items that appear in the newsletter. 
  

 AQS (American Quilter’s Society)    Apple Blossom Quilts 

 P.O. Box 3290, Paducah, KY 42002-3290   P. O. Box 486, Webster City, Iowa 50595 

 Phone 1-800-626-5420     Phone 515-835-0457  

 Fax: 270-898-8890  Email:  order@AQSquilt.com  Web:  http://www.appleblossomquilts.com 

 Website:  http://www.AQSquilt.com 

 

 C&T Publishing Inc.     Martingale  (That Patchwork Place) 

 1651 Challenge Drive, Concord , CA 94520-5206  19021 120th Ave NE, Suite 102 Bothell, WA 98011 

 Phone: 1-800-284-1114   Int’l: 1-925-677-0377  Phone: 1-800-426-3126    Int’l:  1-425-483-3313 

 Fax:  925-677-0373   E-mail:  ctinfo@ctpub.com  Web:  http://www.shopmartingale.com 

 Web:  http://www.ctpub.com 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
https://www.theappliquesociety.org/contact.htm
https://www.theappliquesociety.org/contact.htm
mailto:order@AQSquilt.com
http://www.appleblossomquilts.com
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From the President—Sherri Fields 

Spring and summer are here…even if it doesn’t feel like it temperature-wise.  Where I live in North Carolina, 

the temperature is supposed to be an average of 60 degrees.  As I’m writing this, it’s 

50 outside.  Brrr. 

I want you all to know that the board is working hard to make TAS everything it 

needs to be for our members.  However, we do need everyone’s input.  Please do go to 

the TAS webpage and email me ideas and suggestions.  I want to know how to make 

TAS the best it can be for our members.  I do read every email that comes to the President’s Inbox and gener-

ally I respond within 24 hours.  And for those of you who are on Facebook, please join the TAS members’ 

Facebook group.  This is the place where announcements, changes, contests, etc., are first announced.  This 

page gives you the opportunity to interact with the board and other members from around the world. 

Also, please consider how you could make TAS better.  We always need articles for our newsletter, as well as 

patterns.  This is a great place to showcase your talent, as well as generously share with fellow TAS members.  

Consider taking a director position or an elected position on our board.  These are not heavy time commit-

ments.  We meet once a month via telephone conference for about an hour.  A board position would take you 

less than a 2-hour commitment a month.   

In short, for TAS to be a success, we need for you to be actively engaged.   

Have a wonderful spring season.  I know lots of us will be busy with gardens and vacations for these few 

short weeks of warmth.  It’s a great time to plan our fall and winter applique projects! 

Love and Stitches, 

Sherri 

Never  apologize for the condition of your work 

space.  You are an artist and need to be creative 

and that does not always lead to neatness. 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Is your chapter doing something special with appliqué—demonstrations in the community, information booth 
at a local quilt show or do you know of an appliqué event or quilt show in your area that would be of interest 
to other TAS members ?  If so, please send them via the website. Scroll down the page and select Newsletter 
and it will be included in a future newsletter. 

Please send information on appliqué events and quilt shows at least 6 months in advance of the event date to 
ensure timely inclusion in the newsletter. 

Chapter Showcase 

Carol Stewart of the Needle Turners in Victoria, BC provided these photos showcasing the beautiful work 
created by members of the Chapter. 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
https://www.theappliquesociety.org/contact.htm
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Spotlight on Appliquér: Debbie MacInnis 

Can you tell us about yourself and how you got into quilting? 

In a nutshell, I'm a wife, mom of 4, and grandmother of 2.  I enjoy cooking, photography, photo 
restoration, sewing and quilting, and creativity is what keeps me going! 

I started sewing when I was 8 years old, and I’ve done all kinds of handwork since then.  After my first 
child was born, I decided to make a quilt for her, and started with a log cabin pattern.  Thus began the 
journey! My mom was also an avid seamstress and got into quilting when she was in her 50’s.  She was 
my inspiration in so many ways  

What led you to open Piecing the Past Quilts? 

One morning in February of 2014, I received an email from an Internet-based fabric business offering 
their company for sale.  It piqued my interest and my daughter, Maggie, and I talked about looking into 
the possibility of purchasing it.  In the end, having had the seed of the idea planted, we decided we 
wanted to grow our own business and focus on what we love, that being traditional patterns and 
reproduction fabrics.   

Another factor is that I am not able to be out in public on a consistent basis because of health concerns, 
so a home-based business offered me the opportunity to work again. 

What led you to be interested in appliqué? 

The ability to create beautiful pictures with fabric is what inspired me. 

And when did you discover Simpliqué? 

Simpliqué came into existence because of my struggle with needle-turn.  On the occasions when I tried 
my hand at it, I just went to pieces.  I could never get the smooth edge that I wanted, and I always 
ended up frustrated. 

In early 2014, a number of the ladies in our quilt group were making the World War I memorial quilt - 
“Remembering Almo” - offered by Kansas City Star Quilts.  Each of the 12 blocks had 34 leaves on it, 
which were a daunting task for me.   A friend of mine, who is also “needle turn challenged,” was doing 
the same project and came up with the idea of making leaves from Mylar plastic, similar to the Perfect 
Circles by Karen Kay Buckley.  Bingo!  I did the same thing and it worked so well, we were delighted.  
After that,  Maggie and I looked at each other and said, “Why not lots of shapes???”  And Simpliqué 
was born. 

Are you the only quilt store that has these unique tools?  

We offer the Simpliqué sets at wholesale to shops and there are a few who carry them, however we are 
the only shop with the whole line.  

In the future, we plan to market more aggressively for wholesale, but we’re needing to wait on that at 
the moment. 

You can see what we carry on our website on the Simpliqué Page. 

What makes them special, as opposed to freezer paper or needle turn? 

For me, the method provides the benefit of fabric shapes with smooth edges that are ready to be 
appliquéd - with no fuss.  The simplicity of the method is also very attractive to me.  See page 11 for 
the sequence of how the heat-resistant Mylar shapes are used: 

 They can be easily traced around for marking and cutting fabric pieces. 

 With the use of simple basting stitches, fabric can be cinched around the Mylar shapes. 

 Using Best Press or spray starch, the fabric holds its shape after pressing for simple appliqué with 
no needle turning. 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
http://www.piecingthepastquilts.com/simplique
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If you are interested in taking a look at our video tutorials, here is a link to our YouTube channel: https://

www.youtube.com/channel/UC3V9t1rdWvSgffNC6zUv0yA?view_as=subscriber 

Is there a particular skill level needed to use Simpliqué? 

We have a Block of the Week project that just started which runs heavy to appliqué, and I have 
found that beginner appliqué students are having good success.  One needs only to be able to handle 
a needle, thread and an iron.   

Can you tell us why you like appliqué? 

I love the beauty that can be created with it, and I enjoy the relaxation of the handwork. 

What was your first appliqué project? 

The very first was a basket cover for a sewing basket I made my mother.  It was a Sunbonnet Sue 
piece to commemorate a quilt her aunt made for her in the 30’s, which I 
now have and have restored! 

 

The first piece I kept was a Christmas wall hanging of “A Partridge in a 
Pear Tree” which I did in the 80’s.  I’ve included a picture of it. 

 

 

What do you like to do when you're not quilting or running Piecing the Past Quilts? 

I love spending time with my family and cooking for them. 

I am a candid portrait photographer and really enjoy attending family gatherings and capturing the 
events through the photographs of people I hold dear. 

My husband has lead a band for many years and I enjoy attending the concerts.  My daughters are 
also part of a folk trio and my husband and I spend time travelling to their gigs in various parts of 
Washington state. 

As I can, I also volunteer at  a local historic home - The Borst House - and along with another friend, 
dress in period clothing from either the Civil War era or the early 1900’s.  We take our handwork 
with us and chat with visitors, sharing our love of quilting. 

 

 

 

Spotlight on Appliquér: Debbie MacInnis 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3V9t1rdWvSgffNC6zUv0yA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3V9t1rdWvSgffNC6zUv0yA?view_as=subscriber
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Spotlight on Appliquér: Debbie MacInnis 

What inspires you as an appliqué artist and quilter? 

Primarily, antique quilts are my inspiration.  I also enjoy observing what other artists do and gain in-
sight into design elements from their art. 

How important a role does color play in your work and your kits? 

Color plays a huge role.  For me, it’s the first thing that draws me to a quilt.  If the colors are unhar-
monious, it unsettles me.    

Do you have any advice on choosing colors? 

Yes, there are a few things. 

One is that I have learned through the years that the “color thing” is a blessing that some have and 
some do not.  I didn’t really understand that for a long time.  When I realized it was a “thing” and 
that I actually was one of those who had it, it really surprised me.  If you have trouble with choosing 
colors, my first advice would be to hang out with people who are good with color and observe what 
they do.  Ask them why they do what they do.  Ask them to help you choose fabric for your projects.  
Sometimes just working with someone else helps a great deal. 

Another is to ask what mood or emotion it is you want to communicate with your quilt.  Is it a sunny 
summer feeling, a cool winter feeling, a new-life-of-spring feeling?  Modern?  Traditional?  Whimsi-
cal?  Color communicates all those things, and using them to advantage in your work is important. 

My own tendency for designing is to use most of the spectrum in my patterns (unless it’s a two color 
quilt!).  Within the spectrum, the balance of lights, mediums, and darks is something that adds spar-
kle to any design. 

For each project, I always gather fabrics and audition them to see which ones play well together.  I 
leave them out where I can see them as I walk past or am stitching in my chair, and as I live with 
them, I learn what is pleasing to my eye. 

Do you have a favorite color that appears in most of your work? 

Blue. :-) 

Do you have any suggestions on what type of background fabric to use? 

The less busy the better.  There are occasions where busy background fabric works, but for the most 
part, a subtle pattern allows the “stars of the show” to shine.  Whether it’s pieced work or appliqué, 
competing background fabric can really confuse the eye and alter the feeling of a quilt. 

This is an example of the difference between subtle and busy backgrounds.  Even through the colors 
work together in the “busy background” block,  the busyness detracts from the focal point of the 
block, that being the appliqué motif. 

     

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Spotlight on Appliquér: Debbie MacInnis 

Do you have a favorite appliqué tip you'd like to share? 

The only one I can really offer is that if you struggle with appliqué - especially needle turn - you 

might want to try the Simpliqué method.  It’s made a world of difference for me. 

Other than Simpliqué, is there a "must have" tool you just couldn't be without in your appliqué kit? 

I have come to really appreciate the Sew Line Water Soluble Glue Pen for basting.  It has cut down 

my prep-work time in a big way. 

How do you manage to find time to do everything you must do and still manage to finish a quilt? 

I set aside an hour at the end of the day to stitch in my chair before I retire.  It’s amazing how much 

can be accomplished with just that bit of consistency. 

Do you hand or machine quilt your pieces? 

Both.  My favorite is hand quilting, but realistically I only have so many hand quilting hours left in 

my life.  There are, however, far more quilts than that which must be made for the business! Those 

go to my fabulous long arm artist.  She makes it possible for me to do what I do. 

What are you currently working on? 

In the various aspects of my work….. 

 I have a few quilts on my design board that I’m working on finalizing. 

 I have a pieced and appliquéd Block of the Week pattern on which I am about to start sewing. 

 I am working on the appliqué border of a Baltimore-type quilt I designed. 

 I’m hand quilting another of my designs called “Four Patch Square Dance” which has 

incorporated the blocks from a four patch exchange in my quilt group.  It has become one of my 

favorite quilts! 

Can you tell us about any upcoming plans that you have for yourself and for Piecing the Past Quilts? 

After a year of unprecedented growth, we are focusing on maximizing our business systems to make 

sure that, in the midst of the pace that has developed, we can maintain the high standards we’ve set 

for our customer service and products.  Because of that, we’re not adding anything new in 2018.  

Currently we offer 4 free Block of the Week programs each year, as well as a monthly Mini Quilt 

Club, all of which are quilts which need to be designed and made.  The current free Block of the 

Week project, “Stars Over Baltimore” started in January of this year. 

To see what we have to offer, feel free to visit our website: Piecing the Past Quilts 

Do you teach and if so, where can we find your teaching schedule? 

Because of my inability to be in public places very much, I don’t teach in person. 

We do have a few videos on YouTube that teach the Simpliqué method, as well as some bias tape 

tips and basic appliqué instruction.  We hope to increase our library of videos at some point, but it 

probably won’t be this year! 

Visit our YouTube channel to see our current videos:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UC3V9t1rdWvSgffNC6zUv0yA? 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
http://www.piecingthepastquilts.com/home
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3V9t1rdWvSgffNC6zUv0yA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3V9t1rdWvSgffNC6zUv0yA?view_as=subscriber
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Simpliqué Tutorial 

“Stars over Baltimore” - the current 

Block of the Week project 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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TAS 2018 BLOCK OF THE MONTH 

Nicole’s Handbags 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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TAS 2018 BLOCK OF THE MONTH 

Nicole’s Handbags  
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Membership Application 

 
Name:            _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:         _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:               _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
State/Prov:     ____________________ Zip/Postal Code:_______________9 number USA zip code required 

 
Country:         _____________________________________ 
 
Telephone:      ____________________ E-Mail: ___________________________________________ 
 
Chapter:          _____________________________________________________________________ 
                         If you belong to a Chapter, please include the Chapter name 
 
 
New Member: _______________                                    Renewal: ____________________ 
 
Membership Number___________________________ 

 
How did you hear about us: ______________________ 
 
 
Are you interested in being on the Board of Directors? Yes __ No __ 
 

Please visit our website for more information and products for sale at:    theappliquésociety.org 
 
 
 
Leave Blank for Office Use Mail to: 
N _______ R _______ # _________  
Int ______ Canada ______________  
Date ____________ NL ___________  

 

Mail to: 
 
The Appliqué Society 
P.O. Box 89  
Sequim, WA 98382-0089 

 
 Membership: 
 
  All members                 One Year $25 US funds           ____            Two Year $50 US funds ____ 

 
  Payment:                     Please make checks payable to The Appliqué Society in US funds only                       
 
If you wish to pay by credit card, please log onto the website and use the PayPal option (you do not  

need an account, just any credit/debit card number). 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
theappliquésociety.org
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Contacting The Appliqué Society 

General Information Sherri Fields Please contact the President via the 
website. Scroll down the page and    
select President. 

Membership Coleen O’Kane Please contact Membership via the 
website. Scroll down the page and    
select Membership. 

Web Master Coleen O’Kane Please contact the Webmaster via the 
website. Scroll down the page and    
select Webmaster 

Newsletter Editor Jeannie Hunt Please contact the Editor via the      
website. Scroll down the page and    
select Newsletter. 

Board Officers  

President Sherri Fields 

Vice President Eileen Keane 

Secretary Arlene Beck 

Treasurer Janet Lenfant 

Directors: 

Coleen O’Kane 

Dee Pitthan 

Entire contents of the TAS newsletter Copyright © 2016 by the Appliqué  Society TM .  All Rights Reserved. 

No part of this newsletter may be reproduced in any way without the written permission of The Appliqué  Society TM . 

TAS Mailing Address: 
The Appliqué Society ® 

P.O. Box 89 
Sequim, WA 98382-0089 
 
Www.theappliquesociety.org 
 

TAS Business Hours: 
Monday—Friday, 8:00AM—5:00PM Pacific Time 
 
Please be aware that we do not have a physical office 
for TAS.  All TAS business is conducted in volunteer 
member homes.  This makes TAS unique and enables us 
to serve you more personally.  We appreciate your 
service and support.  TAS could not be the amazing 
organization it is without member volunteers! 

TAS Facebook Groups: 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/608303619190226/ - which is open to TAS members only 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/205292649964358/ - Applique Open Form, which is open to the public 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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