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Go to page 4 to find out how Connie Anderson created this wall hanging, “Blue Jay on a Rusty Wheelbarrow”. 
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Do you have an item for the newsletter? 

Please contact  the editor at: 
newsletter@the appliquésociety.org 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Entire contents of this Newsletter Copyright  
2017 by The Appliqué Society All Rights Re-
served.  No part of this newsletter may be repro-
duced in any way without the written permission 
of The Appliqué Society. 

Do You Have a Pattern You Would Like to Share 

With Your Fellow TAS Members? 

 

If you have an original pattern that you have designed 

and would like to see it published in the TAS newslet-

ter, please contact the newsletter editor at newslet-

ter@theappliquésociety.org, for more details.  

Your donations are so very much appreciated! 

 

THE RESOURCE FILE 

The resource file contains contact information for suppliers of items that appear in the newsletter. 
  

 AQS (American Quilter’s Society)    Landauer Publishing 

 P.O. Box 3290, Paducah, KY 42002-3290   3100 NW 101st Street, Suite A   Urbandale, IA 50322 

 Phone 1-800-626-5420     Phone 1-800-557-2144 

 Fax: 270-898-8890  Email:  order@AQSquilt.com  Web:  http://www.landauercorp.com 

 Website:  http://www.AQSquilt.com 

 

 C&T Publishing Inc.     Martingale  (That Patchwork Place) 

 1651 Challenge Drive, Concord , CA 94520-5206  19021 120th Ave NE, Suite 102 Bothell, WA 98011 

 Phone: 1-800-284-1114   Int’l: 1-925-677-0377  Phone: 1-800-426-3126    Int’l:  1-425-483-3313 

 Fax:  925-677-0373   E-mail:  ctinfo@ctpub.com  Web:  http://www.shopmartingale.com 

 Web:  http://www.ctpub.com 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
mailto:newsletter@theappliquesociety.org
mailto:newsletter@theappliquésociety.org
mailto:newsletter@theappliquésociety.org
mailto:order@AQSquilt.com
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From the president—Sherri Fields 

Happy Summer! 

 

This time of year, everyone’s so busy.  Vacations, gardens, barbeques 

– lots of things and events fill our lives so much that stitching almost 

falls by the wayside.  That’s why quilt and fabric shops begin to fill 

their shelves with holiday fabric to lure us into thinking ahead.  Even-

tually the temperatures will cool down, the days will become shorter, 

and we can fully focus on our applique again. 

 

The Applique Society is doing its best to help you plan ahead, too.  There is a wonderful Christmas block of 

the month in our newsletter and in the upcoming months there will be more quilts and projects to stitch 

away our time on in the fall and winter.  The board is also developing plans to fully launch TAS into the 

twenty-first century with encrypted iCloud back up.  There are plans to have tutorial videos on our website.   

 

In short, we want to be the “go to” place for any applique inspiration or needs for our members.  These 

changes take time and we don’t want to implement them until we feel they are as close to perfect as we can 

get.  During this time, we ask for your patience and input – do you like them?  Are they user friendly?  What 

else could we add?  It’s the board’s desire that TAS be what the members want and need and to stay true to 

its original vision – that it be a place of instruction, inspiration, and needle fellowship. 

 

Have a wonderful summer! 

 

Love and Stitches, 

Sherri 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org


www.theappliquésociety.org    4 

 

Member Showcase 

Connie Anderson was inspired by this picture of a 
blue jay that she took in her back yard to create the 
cover quilt, “Blue Jay on a Rusty Wheelbarrow”.  
She used the raw edge fusible appliqué technique.   

“You can turn just about any high resolution photo 
into an appliqué pattern by blowing up the picture 
to whatever size you want. If you want to use a 
paper backed fusible, you will need to reverse the 
image. I used Mistyfuse for this technique and did 
not reverse my image. Using parchment paper al-
lows me to iron the Mistyfuse to my desired fab-
rics without ruining my iron as the fabric easily 
peels away from the parchment paper once it has 
cooled for a bit. “ 

Do You Know? 

The Applique Society (TAS) is celebrating its Twentieth Anniversary!  The organization was founded in 

1997 by avid appliquér, Anita M. Smith.   “In the years before The Appliqué Society was established, it was 

sometimes difficult for appliquérs to find resources and teachers.  The internet was new and social media 

was a thing of the future”, Anita commented.   

After attending an inspiring Baltimore quilts show on the east coast, far from her home in the Pacific North-

west, Anita was determined to start an appliqué group on the west coast.  Her vision was to build a network 

of appliqué teachers and resources for those who loved appliqué.  After consulting with those knowledgea-

ble about starting nonprofit groups, she sent out over 100 invitations announcing an exploratory meeting to 

be held at a quilt store in Edmonds, Washington.  Expecting only around 30 people to show up, Anita was 

astounded when over 80 people arrived and overflowed the meeting room!  A steering committee formed 

that very day and The Appliqué Society name and logo were soon chosen.  The first meeting and appliqué 

quilt show was held in the fall of 1997, and the amazing journey of The Appliqué Society began.    

The Appliqué Society continues to unite appliqué lovers around the world.   With over 800 members in the 

U.S. and around the world, the Society is leveraging new technologies and social media to bring appliqué 

teachers, events, tools, patterns, and books, and best of all, appliqué friends, together.   If you know of 

someone that loves appliqué or would like to learn more about this beautiful art, invite them to join us. 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Chapter News 

Is your chapter doing something special with appliqué—demonstrations in the community, information booth 

at a local quilt show or do you know of an appliqué event or quilt show in your area that would be of interest 

to other TAS members ?  If so, please send them to newsletter@theappliquesociety.org. and it will be in-

cluded in a future newsletter.  Please send information on the appliqué events and quilts at least 6 months in advance 

of the event date to ensure timely inclusion in the newsletter. 

From Vol 1, Issue 3 of the TAS Newsletter: 

“Unlike piecing, where all pieces must be precisely cut and perfectly sewn, appliqué gives us freedom of 

choice.  Nothing in appliqué, is “carved in stone”.  We have the freedom to follow a design, if we choose, or 

to use the same design as a springboard to our own, personal ideas.  It’s really not difficult. ... Just take some-

thing out, and plop something else in its place.  Any open area may be filled in with extra leaves or a simple 

“filler” shape.  A bright little circle berry fills  a space nicely...Appliqué  is time consuming and sometimes 

tedious, let’s all give ourselves permission to lighten up and have fun.”  Jeanne Austin, Graham, WA 

 

“If I can think it and get it on paper, I can appliqué it, using a variety of appliqué methods. … There is no end 

to what you can create…. The appliqué process brings freedom to the mind.  Appliqué is a quiet activity, 

providing opportunity to think and ponder.  For me, a project in hand can keep me awake and focused during a 

lecture or long meeting.  By occupying my hands, my mind is free to absorb the information I need or to plot 

my next appliqué project.”  Laura Estes, Odessa, WA 

Save the date for these inspiring events: 

2017 

 September 13-16  Fall Paducah, http://www.quiltweek.com/locations/fpah17/ 

 September 20—23 Baltimore on the Prairie, https://www.baltimoreontheprairie.com/ 

 September 27-30  MQX Quilt Festival Midwest, 

    http://www.mqxshow.com/MQX/Midwest/Home/index.cfm 

 October 4-7  AQS Des Moines, http://www.quiltweek.com/locations/dsm17/ 

October  12—15  Pacific International Quilt Festival, 

 https://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows-and-events/pacific-

international-quilt-festival/ 

 November 2-5  Quilt Festival Houston, https://www.quilts.com/quilt-festival-houston.html 

2018 

 February 6-10  The Kathy Dunigan Academy of Applique,  

    http://www.kathyduniganappliqueacademy.com/ 

 February 25– March 3 Academy of Appliqué, http://www.academyofapplique.com/ 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
mailto:newsletter@theappliquesociety.org
http://www.quiltweek.com/locations/fpah17/
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https://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows-and-events/pacific-international-quilt-festival/
https://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows-and-events/pacific-international-quilt-festival/
https://www.quilts.com/quilt-festival-houston.html
http://www.kathyduniganappliqueacademy.com/
http://www.academyofapplique.com/


www.theappliquésociety.org    6 

 

Tips and Techniques 
Do you have a favorite tip or technique to share with your fellow TAS members?  If so, please send them to 

newsletter@theappliquesociety.org. and it will be included in a future newsletter. 

Thread that Breaks:  If your cotton thread is frequently braking, it may need to be revived.  Cotton thread 
becomes brittle with age or in low humidity.  To revive the thread, place it in a plastic bag in the freezer.  Al-
low the thread to freeze for a day or two.  Then remove the thread from the freezer and the plastic bag and let 
it thaw.  The frozen thread will attract moisture as it thaws.  The increased moisture will restore its pliability. 

 

Sewing Machine Needles – a trick for remembering what size needle is in your machine is to take a small 
adhesive label that you find in any office supply store, write the size and type (i.e.. 80 U for Universal) on it 
and stick it onto the front of your sewing machine.  When you remove that needle, wrap the label around the 
top of the needle and stick it into a “needle” cushion (which is a pin cushion that is used only for needles).  
This way you can keep track of the size of the needles and that it was used.  Did you know that the size of the 
needle is written on the rounded part of the needle – however, you may need a magnifying glass to see it!  
Did you know  that you are should change your machine needle after every 8 hours of sewing? 

 

Portable Thread – if you are working on an appliqué project with seven spools of Aurifil, Mettler or Gutter-
man thread, a portable thread carrier is a zip lock snack bag!  Put the spools in the bag, thread a needle and 
poke needle through the bag for each spool so that a tail is hanging outside the bag.  When you need thread, 
you just pull the thread and thread your needle.  Very convenient for keeping all the thread for a project 
handy. 

 

Internet Abbreviations – For those of us who are still trying to decipher the  ‘shorthand’ used on the inter-
net, here are the meanings of some abbreviations -  general and quilting related.    

AFAIK – As Far As I Know 
BTDT – Been There, Done That 
CMQ – Commercially Machine Quilted 
FPP – Foundation Paper Piecing (piecing technique, sometimes called PFP) 
HST – Half Square Triangle 
KISS – Keep It Simple Sweetie 
LOL – Laughing Out Loud 
MEQ – Mind’s Eye Quilt (existing only in one’s imagination, so far) 
OTOH – On The Other Hand 
QIAD – Quilt In A Day 
PhD – Projects Half Done (a favorite among quilters!) 
SITD – Stitch In The Ditch (quilting technique) 
TATW – Trip Around The World (pattern) 
TIA – Thanks In Advance 
TOL – Top Of the Line 
TTYL – Talk To You Later 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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New Releases from Martingale 

Catch the holiday spirit with simple and practical hand-

embroidery projects starring St. Nick himself. These 24 whim-

sical projects are guaranteed to keep you in stitches! 

 Enjoy easy-to-stitch projects that make delightful gifts and 
festive decorations 

 Stitch charming holiday decor, including tea towels, pil-
lows, pincushions, wall hangings, and more 

 Create custom projects by mixing and matching simple, 
classic Christmas embroidery motifs 

Once you pick up your needle and thread, you won't 

want to put them down! Enjoy stitching small and sweet 

quilted projects with embroidered accents, including a 

table topper, pincushion, tote bag, wall hangings, and 

more. 

 Create decor for your entire home with designs you 
can customize with your favorite colors and fabrics 

 Add simple embroidery motifs including birds, flow-
ers, hearts, and houses for the whimsical look you 
love 

Join The Splendid Sampler community with a comprehen-
sive collection of very special 6-inch blocks created and 
shared by more than 80 of today's most innovative design-
ers. 

 You'll enjoy trying your hand at 100 eye-catching de-
signs that use a wide range of techniques, including tradi-
tional patchwork, applique, foundation paper piecing, and 
embroidery 

 A number of the 6-inch blocks are shown in two color-
ways for twice the creativity 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Continuing our Christmas BOM 

by Carolyn Burgess  

This is the latest installment of the Christmas Block of the Month by Carolyn Burgess.  The patterns can 

be used for many smaller projects, such as a wall hanging, a table runner, or a pillow cover.  Just to men-

tion a few of the ways.   Also, remember you can order the precut kits on the website. 

www.appliquéquiltsandmore.com.   You can also get a 10% discount—using the code  2017-TAS-

BOM.  

DIRECTIONS FOR BLOCKS -  Cut your background fabric 15" square.  The appliques are cut to size for 

raw edge applique. If you wish to needle turn, you will have to adjust your fabric measurements by adding 

1/8" to 1/4", or your finished pieces will be smaller.   

  

Fusible backing - if you are going to use an iron-backing, some of your pieces may need to be re-

versed…..for example, the rocking horse has 2 facing right and 2 facing left. Follow the manufacturer’s 

directions for applying.  Arrange the appliques on your background fabric, using the picture as your guide. 

or use your imagination and create your own unique block. Make sure you like the arrangement before 

you iron them down.  Choose your favorite hand applique stitch, dec-orative machine stitch or simply top-

stitch around the appliques to secure to the back-ground fabric.  Embellish with embroidery thread, beads, 

spar-kles, buttons, etc  

  

Most of these appliques can be cut using scraps. So I’m just listing the quantity needed for the block….  

  

  

Toy Soldier Block Cut 2 Toy soldiers; 4 hollys (use different fabrics); 4 feather leaves; 2 candy canes; 2 

stars; 1 Christmas horn; 3 or 4 berries; 2 small packages; 2 medium packages;  1 large package; 1 bow, & 

ribbon.  

  

Christmas Stocking Block 1 Stocking; 1 Bow; 2 Candy canes; 1 Snowflake; 23 leaves in various fabrics; 

and 12 berries.  

  

Christmas Horn Block 2 Horns; 2 Bows;  8 holly (in different fabric); 4 feather leaves; 4 dew drop leaves 

and berries.  

  

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
http://www.appliquéquiltsandmore.com


www.theappliquésociety.org    9 

 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org


www.theappliquésociety.org    10 

 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org


www.theappliquésociety.org    11 

 

Membership Application 

 
Name:            _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:         _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:               _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
State/Prov:     ____________________ Zip/Postal Code:_______________9 number USA zip code required 

 
Country:         _____________________________________ 
 
Telephone:      ____________________ E-Mail: ___________________________________________ 
 
Chapter:          _____________________________________________________________________\ 
                         If you belong to a Chapter, please include the Chapter name 
 
 
New Member: _______________                                    Renewal: ____________________ 
 
Membership Number___________________________ 

 
How did you hear about us: ______________________ 
 
 
Are you interested in being on the Board of Directors? Yes __ No __ 
 

Please visit our website for more information and products for sale at:    theappliquésociety.org 
 
 
 
Leave Blank for Office Use Mail to: 
N _______ R _______ # _______ The Appliqué Society 
Int ______ Canada _____________ P.O. Box 89 
Date ____________ NL __________ Sequim, WA 98382-0089 

 

Mail to: 
 
The Appliqué Society 
P.O. Box 89  
Sequim, WA 98382-0089 

 
 Membership: 
 
  All members                 One Year $25 US funds           ____            Two Year $50 US funds ____ 

 
  Payment:                     Please make checks payable to The Appliqué Society in US funds only                       
 
  If you wish to pay by credit card, please log onto the website and use the PayPal option (you do not  

                                          need an account, just any credit/debit card number 

http://www.theappliquésociety.org
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Contacting The Appliqué Society 

General Information Sherri Fields president@theappliquesociety.org 

Membership Coleen O’Kane membership@theappliquesociety.org 

Web Master Connie Anderson webmaster@theappliquesociety.org 

Newsletter Editor Jeannie Hunt newsletter@theappliquesociety.org 

Board Officers  

President Sherri Fields 

Vice President Eileen Keane 

Secretary Arlene Beck 

Treasurer Janet Lenfant 

Directors  

Terri Allender Coleen O’Kane 

Connie Anderson Dee Pitthan 

Entire contents of the TAS newsletter Copyright © 2016 by the Appliqué  Society TM .  All Rights Reserved. 

No part of this newsletter may be reproduced in any way without the written permission of The Appliqué  Society TM . 

TAS Mailing Address: 
The Appliqué Society ® 

P.O. Box 89 
Sequim, WA 98382-0089 
 
Www.theappliquesociety.org 
 

TAS Business Hours: 
Monday—Friday, 8:00AM—5:00PM Pacific Time 
 
Please be aware that we do not have a physical office 
for TAS.  All TAS business is conducted in volunteer 
member homes.  This makes TAS unique and enables us 
to serve you more personally.  We appreciate your ser-
vice and support.  TAS could not be the amazing organ-
ization it is without member volunteers! 

TAS Facebook Groups: 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/608303619190226/ - which is open to TAS members only 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/205292649964358/ - Applique Open Form, which is open to the public 
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