
BIG Stitches and Bold Crazy Quilting



This is the perfect workshop if you want to get abit CRAZY with your scrap fabric, 
threads, and STITCHES!



The workshop covers the following:

1. Choice and layout of fabric to create a pleasing balance of fabrics and colors.

2. Cutting and sewing your fabrics by machine or by hand.

3. Evaluating type of threads to use with different designs and texture.

4. Using stitch options on your machine, develop a small sample of optional crazy 
stitches to add to your fabric.

5. Following stitch instructions, learn 13-15“proper” embroidery stitches and how to 
expand/distort it to suit your layout. 

6. Discuss embellishment options to integrate with your design.

7. PLAY, PLAY, PLAY……all the while getting acquainted with tips and tricks for 
making this traditional art or getting more contemporary and creative!

First Session:

1.  Learn design and layout using your scrap fabrics and some backing material.  Cutting 
to avoid landing in crazy corners!

2. Sew the fabrics to a base fabric.  This can be done by machine or by hand.  Any shape 
(ie pillow, stocking, quilt block, etc) nothing larger than a table runner for a first project, 
unless you’re real ambitious!  

3. If you are working with a machine, create a small sample of bold decorative stitches you 
can do on your machine.  (Later you will combine these with the hand stitches in session 
2).

4. Create a rough sketch of what stitches to use on your new fabric design.

Second Session:

1.  Selection of threads that add pop/punch to your design.  Chat about needles, fabric, 
thread partnerships.

2. Learn a 3-5 basic stitches, add them to your fabric.

3. Break and continue stitching.

4. Learn 4-6 new stitch combinations and how they look when distorted or combined with 
other stitches.

5. Stitch 

6. Press design and evaluate placement of new stitches

7. Add embellishments such as buttons, laces, ribbons, monograms, etc.

8. Learn some special stitches (2-4) to add texture to your work

9. Discuss finishing options.



Materials List:

--Scraps of fabric –lots to choose from—but at least 7 fabrics that have one color in common—
see samples.  (I will have a box of scraps to use and there will be fabric options at the store)

--1 yd light weight muslin for base.  (Loose weave).

--Machine and thread (if you are going to combine machine stitches and hand-stitching).  
Thread is neutral for base but can have color for top stitches.

--Needles for machine and for hand, 14-20 embroidery needles with sharp points.

--Scissors for cutting fabric and small scissors for cutting threads.

--A few straight pins.

--Adjustable wooden embroidery hoop, 6 or 8” max so you can hold in hand. (Optional)

--Selection of stitchery threads in colors that will look good on your piece (perle 8, 6-strand 
embroidery, perle 5 are the basics).  Much to see at the store.

--Embellishments such as small buttons, lace, ribbons, patches, etc. that you might want to put 
on your piece.  Always good to bring more than you might need.

--Notepad and pencil/pens.


