
This girl knows how to push buttons. She, like other youngsters, likes to push the 

elevator button, the library door button, the Facetime shutoff button. She knows 

how to push adult buttons, too. 

Of course, she knows the rules. You do not attend a month of first grade without 

knowing how to take your turn. You stand in line and WAIT. She does just that, 

without annoyance, without frustration, without shouting to the people ahead of 

her to HURRY. She has learned how to not push adult buttons. 

This is one of my granddaughters, a six-year-old, who at the time was awaiting her 

turn to ride the zipline feature at the playground in the park. A few years ago, this 

sweet girl lay on the floor flaying her arms and legs while screaming. She was 

pushing adult buttons because she did not want to go home from playing with her 

cousins. Growth can change many things, even button pushing. 

So, if a first grader can wait patiently while not pushing buttons, why is it that a 

grownup tapping her fingers on the steering wheel of a vehicle has trouble 

waiting? Pushing the horn as soon as the green GO light gleams seems childish. 

And what kind of person is driving an electric car with a sticker that reads, “I Am 

Saving Gas to Buy Another Gun”? Whoa! (A person needs just one gun, Right? 

Okay, that is pushing some buttons). Pushing buttons is a favorite aim in some 

lives.  

Yes, there are many of us who wait patiently in line for our morning cuppa, 

whether or not it is in a vehicle or just standing and fiddling with the current cell 

phone. We learned the rule years ago. We keep it because the voice of Teacher 

Mrs. Kurtz resonates in the brain. “We are quiet now; we stand in line patiently.”  

Quilters like to push buttons, though. Anymore, those buttons are truly just reach 

out and touch buttons. Turning on the sewing machine takes a quick flick of a 

finger, changing thread design takes a warm pointer finger. There are many 

buttons to push. 

We enjoy the power behind the button pushing, behind the finger touch. Our 

Artwork is just a fingertip push away. Pushing buttons is always allowed when we 

quilt. Mrs. Kurtz would approve.  
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