
 
How to Choose Batting 
 

 
 
Loft – the thickness or how puffy a batting is.  If you want to show off 
your quilting you might choose something with more loft. 
 
Scrim-a very thin, mesh stabilizer that is needle-punched to one side of 
batting for strength and stability.  Prevents stretching, distorting and 
migrating. 
 
Content – is it synthetic or natural 
 
Quilting Distance – how close together does your quilting need to be 
 
Wash Ability – machine wash and dry? Or special care? 
 
Fusible 
 
 80/20 Cotton/poly with fusible adhesive on both sides 
 Iron front and back 
 Do not use steam or the adhesive will disappear 
 Adhesive washes out on first wash 
 Good for baby quilts or placemats…also can be used for full quilts 
 
 
Soft & Stable 
 
 Not for quilts!  S&S is used for bags, totes, baskets, etc.  Also nice 
for placemats and table runners.  Great stability and it washes 
beautifully. 



 
 

 
 

80/20 Cotton/Polycotton batting 
 120” Wide 
 This is a great all-around batting for almost any project. 
 Has a resin bond applied that is needle punched; will tear if pulled 
 More loft than cotton but less than wool 
 Machine wash and dry 
 Quilt 4” apart 
 Shrinkage of 3 – 5% 
 The polyester in the blend will make it warmer than 100% cotton 

Also available in black for dark quilts or brightly colored quilts that 
you don’t want to see the threads through 

 
 
100% Cotton 
 Comes in 96” and 120” Wide 
 Natural, breathable 
 Scrim for stability 
 The batting with the least loft 
 Machine wash and machine dry 
 Quilt 8” apart 
 Shrinkage 4-6% which creates an antiqued or crinkled look 
 Becomes softer with each washing and with use 
 Dense quilting will make it very stiff 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Bamboo 
 100% bamboo 
 Very low loft 
 Scrim 
 Breathable and light weight 
 Superior drape for bed quilts 
 8” quilting 
 2-5% shrinkage 
 Machine wash and dry on gently 
 
Wool 
 Natural 
 Light weight, warm, moisture wicking 
 Resists creasing 
 Highest loft 
 Quilting 4” apart 
 3-5% shrinkage 
 Great for hand quilting 

Special care when machine washing.  Wash very gentle cycle and 
then air fluff for 5-10 minutes and then finish air drying. 

 
Silk 
 Low loft 
 Light weight and breathable 
 Beautiful drape 
 Scrim 
 Can do dense quilting and it’ll stay soft 
 Beautiful for hand quilting 
 Hand wash and air dry 



 
Which to use for what 
 
 Quilts – if it’s a bed quilt you can use them 

all but bamboo will have the best drape.  If you have made a modern 
quilt you may not like the look of antiquing that happens when 100% 
cotton is washed. 
 
 Wall Hangings – choose whichever shows the amount of quilting 
you want to see.  Perhaps 80/20 is a bit more stable for a flat look. 
 
 Placemats and Table Runners – any will look nice.  Again, how 
much quilting do you want to see AND they will be regularly washed, do 
you like the antiqued look?  If you press your placemats/table runners 
you may not want to use 100% cotton. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Long-arm Quilting at LCC 

 
We do custom quilting at LCC.  The price depends on the size of the 
quilt, the pattern you pick and the batting and thread that you pick. 
 
If you want a quilt quilted, it’s best to make an appointment to meet 
with our quilting specialist, who is usually Velma.  Velma will measure 
your quilt and help you choose the appropriate batting, backing, thread 
and pattern.  She’ll give you a no-obligation quote at that time. 
 
In these Covid times we ask that you call us ahead of time so that we 
can prepare the paperwork before you come.  Place your quilt in a 
plastic bag and include your name and contact information and any 
pattern or thread preferences you have.  When we accept your quilt, it 
goes in a 4 day quarantine and then we take it out of the bag and call 
you with a quote and clarify any pattern and thread choices 
 
Some of the things we’ll help you choose are pattern, batting and 
thread.  Often quilts will have a theme and we can choose a pattern 
that compliments that theme.  For instance if your quilt is very modern 
we can help to choose a modern pattern.   
 
If you want your quilting to really stand out we can help you find a 
contrasting thread perhaps with a sheen to really pop.  Or, if you want 
your quilting to be subtle, we’ll help to choose a variegated thread with 
no sheen. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

We have literally thousands of patterns to choose from!  We have 
several samples sewn up to see and three binders filled with patterns.  
If there is a specific theme you’d like to use, it’s sure to be in our  
 
computer.  When you bring your quilt top in, we are happy to suggest 
patterns that will compliment your quilt. 
 
What to do to prepare your quilt for long arm quilting:   
 
Iron the front and backing if you are bringing it with you.  Do not pin 
baste your quilt; the backing, batting and top need to be independent 
of each other to get attached to our Gammill machine. 
 
Clip any stray threads on the back so they don’t show through. 
 
Your backing needs to be 4” larger all the way around your quilt.  The 
longarm machine needs room to work and the extra fabric is used to 
attach it to the leads on the machine. 
 
If you’ve pieced your backing please press the seam open and be sure 
to remove the selvage. 
 
It is very helpful to us if your backing has been washed so that it is 
straight of grain. 
 
 


