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Out of the realm of normal.



Just a Peck

◦ In 2018, I went to the Utah State Fair and 

saw a Fabric Challenge Quilt Display.  I was so 

fascinated by it, that I went and bought  piece 

of fabric for the 2019 Challenge right then 

and there.  The challenge was to use some 

teal fabric with the theme, "Kiss and Teal"  The 

first and last quilt I had made was in 1977 for 

my new baby daughter.  It was simple 

embroidered squares with hand quilting.  This 

was entirely different! 



Just a Peck

◦ I expect a lot from myself, so simple wasn't 

going to do.  I spent 9 months chasing down 

ideas and techniques that could work.  Finally, 

in July 2019, I drew up an idea for a peacock 

tail and started experimenting with ways to 

make it work.  My family helped me make 

changes to the drawings and gave me feedback 

with the prototype.  



Just a Peck

◦ By Aug. 1, 2019, I hadn't started the the real 

thing.  Scared stiff, I made a deal with myself 

that I would do what I could whether I 

finished in time for the Fair or not.  I had just 

3 weeks to put it together. Working most of 

the days and well into the nights it was two 

and 1/2 weeks later and I was ready to quilt 

the pieced and appliqued top.  

◦

◦ I had never machine quilted before, but

watched lots of YouTube.  It wasn't the same.  



Just a Peck

◦ With 2 hours to go before the final deadline, I 
had finished the quilting - not great, but the best 
I could do.  Finally, the binding, hanging pocket 
and quilt information was sewed on.  With 30 
minutes left, my sweet husband and I buzzed 
down to the Fair Ground and turned in the quilt.  

◦

◦ I'd done it!  I'd made an original quilt hanging 
and turned it in to the Fair on time!  It could 
hardly get any better.  Yet,  it did.  A friend's text 
came after the Fair opened with a picture of my 
quilt AND a Blue Ribbon.  Shock.  Shock and 
delight.  Shock, delight and a new passion for 
quilting.  I'll never be the same.


