
Rohan Quilters 
May Volume 2 Issue 5 

1 
 

 
Ellen Lindner: “Lessons Learned by a Fabric Whisperer” 

 
Tuesday, 1 May 2018  

Doors open at 1:30 pm and the program starts at 2:00 pm.   
Laurel Manor Recreation Center  
1985 Laurel Manor Drive 
The Villages, FL 32162 
 

Ellen Lindner is a talented quilt artist and teacher 
who is passionate about the art of quilt making. Her 
art is known for its strong contrasts and vivid colors 
and has been shown throughout the United States, 
and beyond.  She has been featured in several 
magazines and on the Studio Art Quilt Associates 
(SAQA) web page.  Self-taught, Ellen started making 
quilts in 1983 but did not make her first art quilt 
until 2000.  Her work is very diverse, ranging from 
pictorial still life to modernist abstracts.  She works 
in a freeform collage style, while borrowing heavily 
from traditional quilt making techniques.   
    
Ellen’s list of materials include anything she can sew 
through: paper, plastic, window screening, beads, 

and a wide variety of fabrics.   She owns approximately 1000 different fabrics, and 100 
spools of thread.  Ellen likes to use bright colors and dark shadows.  She employs 
techniques from traditional quilt making, but in a very updated and freeform collage 
style. Raw edge collage is her technique of choice.   
 
Ellen offers lectures and workshops in a variety of quilting areas – both in person and 
via her website.   Ellen was raised on a dairy farm but lives in Melbourne Florida now.   
 

                 
               

 
 

Vine Ripened by Ellen Lindner  Crotons by Ellen Lindner 

Combs 
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President’s Message  

Hello Quilters,  
 
If you didn’t know, I just moved from one house in The Villages to another.   
I am slowly finding places to put all the things that I packed in boxes just a few weeks 
ago. What an exercise in lunacy this all is! I have been finding things I didn't know I had. 
Now, where to put it so I'll be able to find it when I want it.  
 
Let's see if we can help each other. What are some of your best organizational strategies 
or plans. I'll start. I have bins for my stash, separated and labeled by color. This works 
well for me. I've read about people using comic book cardboard to fold their stash. 
Anyone using that? Where do you keep batting? It's too fluffy to keep it neatly on a shelf 
for me. Got some good ideas? 
 
I got a lot of boxes emptied today, and only have 7 quilting boxes left. Then my husband 
pointed out that I still had to set up my quilter, sewing machine, etc. And I was feeling 
so good..…. 
 
The Guild has some questions they want us to share with you all for answers. But we will 
be sending out an email so we do not have to invent the wheel at our meeting. It pertains 
to judging at the next quilt show. We'll explain it all soon. 
 
I have to say how much we are enjoying this new house. There is so much more room for 
us to keep things. I feel like I've been neglecting quilting. The machines are calling me.  
 
 
Happy quilting!  
 
 Lin 

 
******************************** 

 
 
 
 

 
The QGOTV Showcase will be held 25-26 January 2019.  If you are interested in 
entering a quilt, please check the guild website for categories, dimensions, judging and 
other pertinent information.  The QGOTV charity quilt was on display for Rohan 
quilters to see a few weeks ago.  All proceeds from the charity quilt  
raffle will benefit E-Nini-Hassee school for girls.   
 

                            Showcase of Quilts 2019 
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Member Spotlight! 
Each Rohan member was emailed a set of questions to answer.  Here are a few 
responses to those questions.  Each month a few members’ answers are posted. 
 

Meet Rohan Quilter Carrollyn Hunt 
 

When did you start quilting or sewing?  I’ve been 
sewing since I was 8 or 9 years old.  I got a taste of 
quilting when my two children were graduating from 
high school; I though a quilt would be a nice 
graduation remembrance.  I finished my daughter’s on 
time; my son’s quilt probably took 15 years to finish as 
it was his life events done in hand applique.  Back then 
we didn’t have the technology to do applique as we do 
today.  I had 30-35 blocks.  I had to keep changing the 
top as I added events after high school, such as college,  
marriage, kids, farming, etc.  At this time I also had a 
full time job as an Extension Home Economist for the 
University of Illinois Cooperative Extension Service; I 
taught fitting, sewing techniques, color analysis for 
personalities, tailoring etc. for 40 years.  I loved 
working with volunteers but it left very little time for 
quilting! After I retired I got into machine embroidery 
and have done that more.  I would like to do more 

combining of quilting and machine embroidery. 
 
Do you have a favorite pattern and/or fabric? I enjoy Jenny Haskins’ 
creative style of combining decorative stitching with machine embroidery and 

quilting everything from silk to muslin; 
oh yea, and her creative use of lace  
 
Your go to quilting/sewing tool?  I 
appreciate a variety of tools but use a 
square constantly for accuracy.  I 
especially like the newer non-slip 
measuring tools.    
 
Do you have a quilt pattern you 
want to try, but haven’t yet?  I  
would like to try more crazy patch as it is 
creative and doesn’t usually turn out the 
same twice.  One of my favorite past 
times is interior decorating and making 
unique accessories for the home.   

 

Carrollyn’s finished Mini Mosaic put 

to good use 
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What other activities or hobbies do you do?  As I am snuggling up to 80 I am 
trying to cut back on mowing the yard and my flower gardening (Carrollyn is one of our 
snow birds who we will see again in the fall).  I do a lot of reading, antiquing with 
friends, swimming  and want to get back to yoga.  I also spend more time at cruise-ins 
and car shows as my husband loves collecting antique (and not so antique) cars.   
 

What do you love about quilting and/or why do 
you quilt? I love the diversity and creativity in 
quilting and the opportunity to make a special and 
unique quilt.   

  
 
 
 

Meet Rohan Quilter Bunny Gowell 
 
When did you start quilting or sewing?  I started 
quilting about 6 years ago. I used to sew curtains and 
my daughter’s clothes many years ago but hadn't 
touched a sewing machine in decades. I like doing lots 
of crafts and when a friend, who is a great quilter, 
offered to teach me I was hooked. 
 

Do you have a favorite pattern and/or fabric?  
Bright colors are what attract me and I have developed 
quite a 'stash'.   One of my latest projects was done 
with batiks which was a first for me. I think I will be 
using them again, especially with so many new bright 
fun batiks available. 
 

Your go to quilting/sewing tool?  A seam ripper is 
a familiar tool but not really a favorite.  I bought a mid 
arm, Q'nique 14+,  after trying one at the Guild 
Showcase.  However, I then broke my wrist before ever 

even trying it. Months later I am finally back sewing again and have quilted several 
projects the last few months…and am loving this new toy! It is both fun and satisfying to  

A quilt by Carrollyn & a 

sampling of her applique 

work  
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piece a quilt and then actually quilt it yourself. I will need alot more practice before I can 
say I am a 'quilter' but I am having fun learning. 
 
Do you have a quilt pattern you want to try, but haven’t yet?   A recently 
completed project involved machine applique’.   I have avoided anything with the “A” 
word until now.  I actually enjoyed the challenge of it and think I would like to try 
another applique’ project.  
 

What other activities or hobbies do 
you do?  The same friend who helped get 
me involved in quilting also convinced me to 
try golfing. I am not very good at it but enjoy 
being out there and the challenge.  You 
never know which golfer is going to show up 
on any given day, the bad Bunny or the 
terrible Bunny. The LPGA is not looking for 
me.... I am also very involved in Honor 
Flight. That is something my husband and I 
do which is always great.  I put more time in  
this than quilting but seeing the smiles on 
the Vet's faces when they return from their 
trip to DC is incredibly rewarding. I also love 
to bake and my daughter - who recently     

moved close and has become a 'quilter'- and I 
enjoy visiting quilt stores and doing any kind of 
craft project together. 

 

What do you love about quilting and/or 
why do you quilt? Bunny loves batik fabrics 
and the challenge of how to create using them.   
She also finished a quilt for her sister for 
Christmas. 
 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Bunny’s “A” word moose 
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Meet Rohan Quilter Louise Dionne 

 
When did you start quilting or sewing?   Gosh, 
I can’t recall a time when I did not know how to sew!  
I primarily sewed clothing, anything from wedding 
gowns to bathing suits.  While my husband was in 
service, I took in sewing to earn some extra spending 
money.  I am new to quilting and still learning.   
 

Do you have a favorite pattern and/or fabric?   
Frankly, I am still in love with sewing clothing and 
especially like to sew coats: blazers, full coats, lined 
coats.  Not sure how many coats we’ll need down 
here since we recently moved from Rhode 
Island…but now I prefer small projects, those that I 
can actually finish in a short amount of time, which 

usually means not too complex.   
 
Your go to quilting/sewing tool?   In addition to the trusty seam ripper, I cannot 
work without my clips, those little red or green ones that look like hair clips.  Wonderful 
invention! 

 
Do you have a quilt pattern you want to try, but 
haven’t yet? I like paper piecing because of the 
precision that can be achieved.   
  
What other activities or hobbies do you do? I am 
so busy down here with playing Mah-jongg, Samba, 
Mexican train.  I also go to the gym.   
 
What do you love about quilting and/or why do 
you quilt?  I think it is the “girls”, everyone is so nice, 
the comradery is wonderful, and quilting is so relaxing.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Louise’s finished Schlep bag 

Louise’s schlep bag & her mini-mosaic 
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Feedsack Quilts: A History 

By Shirley Rubens 
 

A few years ago, I attended a trunk show/lecture by Cecilia Reid, owner of Pat’s Sacks in 
Titusville.  The daughter of a feed sacker, Cecilia continues her mother Pat’s passion for 
feed sacks and their documentation through presentations at quilt guilds and vending at 
quilt shows around the Southeast.  Over many years, Mom traded swatches with women 
around the country, cutting them into two-inch squares and preserving them in 
notebooks.  Today over 15,000 feedsack fabric patterns in those swatch books have been 
patented and will be a part of the Library of Congress.  With the patenting of the fabric 
swatches, Cecilia, a non-quilter, is ensuring future generations will enjoy her mother’s 
legacy.  The original books are being donated to the University of Nebraska for the quilt 
museum.  
 
For centuries, farm and food products were transported in bulky, wooden barrels and 
boxes, awkward and heavy to carry and store.     In the United States, a bumper crop 
resulted in so much cotton that by the mid-1850s, bags made of spun cotton were being 
used.  These were cheap to produce and coincided with improved sewing machine 
design which enabled bags to be stitched tightly shut. Barrels fell out of use as goods 
were shipped in bags, including flour, sugar, seed, animal feed, fertilizer, hams and 
sausages.  
 
Initially the cotton bags were plain unbleached cotton with product brands printed on 
them.  Eventually circular logos were printed on the flour sacks, a legacy from when 
these logos had to fit on the top of a barrel. Women quickly discovered these bags could 
be used as fabric for quilts and other needs.  Cotton stayed king until the period of 1914 
to 1929 when the price bottomed out of the cotton market.  This was partially due to  
synthetic fabrics like rayon becoming popular for dresses and undergarments. With the 
drop in price of cotton even more companies began using cotton sacking as packaging. 
 
It took a while for feed and flour sack manufacturers to realize how popular the sacks 
had become with women. Eventually they saw a great opportunity for promoting the use 
of feedsacks.  First feed sacks were sold in colors; then around 1925 colorful prints 
suitable for making dresses, aprons, shirts and children’s clothing appeared in stores.  
More than 40 mills made fabric for bags in thousands of different patterns. Instead of 
printing directly on the sack, factories affixed their logos to easily removeable paper 
labels.  
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By the late 1930s there was heated competition 
to produce the most attractive and desirable 
prints. Artists were hired to design these prints.  
This turned out to be a great marketing ploy as 
women picked out flour, sugar, beans, rice, 
cornmeal and even the feed and fertilizer for the 
family farm based on which fabrics they desired. 
Some sacks displayed lovely border prints for 
pillowcases.  Scenic prints were also popular. 
Manufacturers even made pre-printed patterns 
for dolls, stuffed animals, appliqué and quilt 
blocks.  

 
We usually think of feed sacks as being a way women provided clothing and 
bedcoverings during the economic hard times of the boll weevil depression in the south 
and the Great Depression. But actually printed feedsacks were used for sewing after 
World War II.   Although the economy improved during the 1940s it was necessary to 
conserve because of the need for war supplies. Using feed sacks for sewing was 
considered patriotic and women still enjoyed finding attractive prints on sacks.  Prints 
with “V” for victory and Morse code appeared; many “exotic” Mexican and tropical 
themed fabrics got their start as feed sacks and Mickey Mouse was popular in the 1950s.  
Plaids and stripes saw a more limited run.  Technological advances during World War 
II, however, meant that by 1948 more than half the items previously in cloth bags were 
sold in paper or plastic (cheaper to produce and considered more sanitary and rodent-
proof). Cloth bags disappeared over the next 10 to 15 years, though some are still made 
for Amish and Mennonite communities, small mills, and the tourist industry. 
 
A typical women’s dress took three feed sacks; bragging that you were a two-feed sack 
girl was the equivalent of mentioning today that you wear size 2. Wives and daughters 
instructed husbands and fathers to buy feed in sacks with particular patterns so they 
could complete dresses. In addition to overall florals, patterns included border prints 
(perfect for pillowcases and curtains) and children’s favorites, like cowboys and 
animals. If the pattern sold well, it might be reproduced as yardage. 
 
For more information visit Pat’s Sacks in Titusville or check the following websites: 
www.womenfolk.com/quilting_history   or www.quilthistory.com or 
https://mequiltshoppe.com  
 

The Giving Dolls Crayon Challenge 
 
Rohan Quilters participated in a challenge to complete a doll size quilt (23-24 inch 
square) using primarily the colors of three crayons picked blindly from a bag.  Votes 
were cast on 17 April, with Kelly Sanders winning a gift certificate.  All of the quilts will 
be donated to Giving Dolls.   
 
 

http://www.womenfolk.com/quilting_history
http://www.quilthistory.com/
https://mequiltshoppe.com/
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That same day a few members of our chapter 
visited the Giving Dolls meeting; they 
described the room as a mini factory, where 
all parts of the process were involved, from 
folk weaving the hair to the printing of faces 
to clothes to bags.  We are all very excited 
about supporting this charity with our small 
quilts.   
 
We also had a fun time sewing our schlep 
bags.  Our own Erin Davis gave us instruction 
on how to make this versatile bag.  Thank 
you, Erin, it was a great class! 
 

 
 

 
May Birthdays 

 
Carrollyn Hunt, 6          Sara O’Neal, 13 
Terry Miller, 23   Kris Gray, 26    

 

 
Upcoming Events and Dates to Remember 

 

 
 May 1, 2018, Tuesday:   Colony Cottage Rec Center Rohan Quilters Business 
Meeting & Committees meet after business meeting; QGOTV Guild Meeting @ Laurel 
Manor  2:00 pm 
 
Sunday at Sterling, May 6   Curved Piecing demonstration lecture 1:00 p.m. 
Sterling Heights Recreation Center Open Sewing starting at 11:30 a.m. 
 
 
May 15, Tuesday  Inktense class, Rohan Recreation  Center   

Kelly with her colorful winning doll quilt 

Peggy & Beth holding doll clothes at 

Giving Dolls 
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Sunday at Sterling, May   13, 20, 27  Open sewing, 11:30 a.m. 
 
June 11, 2018:   Anne Sullivan Lecture, “You Are Creative”, 6:30 p.m. Amazing Grace 
Lutheran Church, Oxford, FL; c/o Central Florida Modern Art Quilt Guild, Free 
 
 

ROHAN QUILTERS  
 

T H E 1 9 T H  C H APT ER  O F T H E Q U IL T IN G  G U IL D  O F  T H E  V IL L A G E S  
EST .  F EBR U AR Y  2 ,  2 0 1 6  

 8 5 0  KR IST IN E  W AY  
T H E V IL L AG E S,  F L  

 E - M A IL :  Q G O T VR O H AN @ G M AIL .C O M  
 
 

C O  -  PR E SID EN T   L IN  M AR SH  
C O  -  PR E SID EN T   KAT H Y  PO W ER S  
 
C O  -  VP    L IN D A  M C E L M U R R Y  
C O  -  VP            BU N N Y  G O W EL L  
SEC R E T AR Y    J U D Y G I AN EL O S  
T R EA SU R ER   M AR G E BAR N ET T  
M EM B ER  AT  L AR G E  M AR Y  SM IT H  
M EM B ER SH IP   KEL L Y  S AN D ER S  
W EB  M AS T ER  N AT H AL IE  C AU M AR T IN  
N EW SL T R  ED .  SH IR L EY  R U B EN S  

 

  

mailto:QGOTVRohan@gmail.com
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This makes a 12" 

block and comes to 

us circa 1930's! 

 

Please abide by 

the Terms and 

Conditions of 

use! :o) 

 **Preparing the Pieces and Sewing the 

Block **  

 

 

Start by 
speed piecing 
your half 
squares. 
Stack a Color 
2 and a Color 
3  3-7/8" x 
15-1/2" strips 
right sides 
together and 

all edges aligned. ON the back of the 
top strip, lightly mark the 3-7/8" 
square lines. Mark in the diagonals as 
shown at left. Sew a scant 1/4" above 
and below the marked diagonals, 
pivoting at the square lines. Cut apart 
on the square lines and on the 
marked diagonals between the rows 
of stitching. This will give you eight 
half squares. Press seams to darker 
side. trim these back to measure 3-
1/2" if needed. Repeat this with a 
Color 1 and Color 2   3-7/8" x 7-3/4" 
pair of strips to get four half squares 
in that color combination... 

Block of the Month 

http://www.quilterscache.com/TermsPage.html
http://www.quilterscache.com/TermsPage.html
http://www.quilterscache.com/TermsPage.html
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Now piece the block, using the half squares we just made, and the 
Color 1  6-1/2" square! Easy Block! :o)   

    

 
  

 

 

The quilt is 

four blocks 

by five, 

with a 

pieced 

border 
made of 

extra half 

squares. It 

might be 

fun to do 

one of 

these for 

next year's 

Forth of 

July Family 

Picnic...and 

have family 

members 

sign the 

quilt! 

 
 

 

  

Happy Quilting All! 
Marcia :o) 

 

 

 
It also makes a Snappy-Fast Table Runner! 
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 ** Supplies List ** 

 

Color 1 

Color 1 needs: one 3-7/8" x 7-3/4" strip AND 

one 6-1/2" square 

 

Color 2 

Color 2 needs: one 3-7/8" x 15-1/2" strip AND 

one 3-7/8" x 7-3/4" strip 

 
Color 3 Color 3 needs: one 3-7/8" x 15-1/2" strip 

 To the Patterns  or  The Quilter's Cache 

  Sept 24 2002  Marcia Hohn 
 

 

 Traditional  Block http://www.quilterscache.com  

 

 

 

 

http://www.quilterscache.com/QuiltBlocksGalore23.html
http://www.quilterscache.com/index.html

