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HOW TO PUT ON BORDERS 
 

Quilt Borders 
Sometimes we quilters add borders without really thinking 

about it, but not every quilt needs or should have a border. 

Borders also don’t have to be uniform. Experiment by sewing borders of uneven widths,  

or try adding borders on only one or two sides of your quilt. 

Borders should enhance the quilt, not just make it larger 

For best results, don’t cut border strips and sew them to 

the quilt without measuring. Do not just sew on the 

border strips and trim them to size afterward, and then 

wonder why your quilt would not lie flat.  

 

If you make opposing borders the same length as 

one another, you can ease or stretch the quilt top to match 

the borders, and then end up with a miraculously rectangular 

quilt top! Measuring the quilt top at least through the center 

and cutting strips to match ensures that the finished quilt 

will be as “square.” as possible, without 

wavy edges. 

 

Measure the quilt top length through the center to determine how long to cut the border 

strips. If your quilt sides are uneven, measuring through the center usually 

gives you a length midway between the shorter side and 

the longer side. If one side of the quilt top is longer than 

the other, cut opposite borders to match the center length 

measurement, and then ease in or slightly stretch the quilt 

top to the matching borders.  

 

Many quilt patterns call for plain border strips. If a border 

is longer than 40", some instructions have you cut along 

the crosswise grain (selvage to selvage) and join the strips 

where extra length is needed. Other patterns have you cut 

border strips from the length of the fabric (parallel to the 

selvage) so that you don’t need to piece. Some quilters 

hate seams in the borders and others feel that by the time 

the quilt is quilted, the seams aren’t visible.  

Part of the decision depends on what the border fabric looks like. 

Be aware that solids show seams a lot more than small prints do. Large 

prints sometimes end up with a seam right in the middle 

of a motif, which can be visually distracting, so in that case 

you are more likely to choose the seamless option. If you’re using 
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a directional print, you may want to cut the borders so 

that the print faces one direction in the side borders and 

the other direction in the top and bottom borders. That 

can take a lot of fabric, but it might be worth it! Look at 

what a difference the direction of the border print makes. 

 

 

Straight Borders 
A straight border is the easiest and most common border to make.  

Step1 

Measure the length of the quilt top through the 

center. Cut two border strips to this measurement. 

Determine the midpoints of the border strips and quilt top 

 

Step 2 

Fold the length of the quilt top and borders in half and creasing or pinning the centers. 

Then pin the borders to sides of the quilt 

top, matching the center marks and ends, and easing as 

necessary. Sew the border strips in place. Press the seam 

allowances toward the border strips.  

 

Step 3 

Measure the width of the quilt top through the 

center, including the side borders just added. Cut two 

borders to this measurement. Mark the centers of the quilt 

edges and the border strips. Pin the borders to the top and 

bottom edges of the quilt top, matching the center marks 

and end marks, and ease or stretch as necessary. Sew the border strips 

in place. Press the seam allowances toward the borders. 

(see below for measuring borders if using corner squares) 

 

If you want to add multiple borders, repeat  

for each round of borders or check out below about Mitered Borders. 

 

 

Borders with Corner Squares 

If you like the simplicity of sewing a border with butted 

corners but want to add a bit of variety, you can piece contrasting 

corner squares, run a narrower inner border out to 

the quilt edge, or piece the entire border! Here.’s how to 

add a plain border with corner squares. 

 

Step1 

Follow Step 1 and Step 2 above. 
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Step 3 

To add corner squares to the borders add them to the top and bottom borders. You must 

add ½” to the length of these borders to accommodate the ¼” seam allowance when 

adding the corner squares. 

Cut your corner squares the same dimension as the width of your borders. For example, 

if your border strips are 4 ½” wide, then cut contrasting 

squares 4 1/2" x 4 1/2". 

 

Step 4 

Sew a plain or pieced block to each end of both the top and bottom border strips. Press 

the seam allowances toward the border strips.  

 

Step 5  

As before, find the center of the quilt top and the center of the border and pin at the 

center. Now match the seams where the side border and corner square meet. The seams 

should be pressed in opposite directions. Do this on both ends. Then pin at the end of 

each border square. Sew and press toward borders.  

 

. 

Borders with Mitered Corners 

 
Mitered borders are a little more difficult but are well worth the effort when using a 

striped fabric, multiple borders or other fabric that you would like to make a more 

continuous pattern around the quilt such as a border print. 

 

Step 1 

Estimate the finished outside dimensions of your quilt including borders. Determine these 

numbers by measuring across the center of the quilt and adding two border widths to both 

the lengthwise and widthwise dimensions. 

 

Step 2 

Cut two border strips each 4 inches longer than the quilt width as estimated in Step 1. 

 

Step 3 

Fold each border to find its center and mark the center with a pin. 

Mark the size of the quilt on the border, placing pins ¼” inside the edge measurements.  

 

Step 4 

Match the center fold of the border with the center of the quilt top, having right sides 

together. Sew all the borders to the edge of each side of the quilt, backstitch and leaving 

¼” of the quilt unstitched at the beginning and end of the seam. Press seam towards the 

borders. 

 

Step 5 

To miter the corners, lay the first corner to be mitered on your ironing board, pinning the 

quilt to the ironing board if necessary to keep the quilt top from shifting. With the quilt 
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right side up, fold one of the borders under at a 45- degree angle until the seams meet 

properly.  

 

Step 6 

Place pins it the fold perpendicular to the seam. Using a square ruler check that 

everything is square and press the fold. Remove the pins. 

 

Step 7 

Carefully center a piece of masking tape over the mitered fold. 

 

Step 8 

Unpin the quilt from the ironing board and flip the quilt over. Draw a light pencil line 

slightly away from the crease created when you pressed the fold to prevent stitching 

through the tape. Fold the center section of the quilt diagonally from the corner, right 

sides together, and align the long edges of the border strips. 

 

Step 9 

Beginning at the inside corner, stitch on the pencil line, backstitching at the beginning of 

the seam. Check to make sure the borders lie flat, then trim the excess fabric, leaving ¼” 

inch seam allowance. Press the seam open. 

 

Step 10 

Repeat these steps for the three remaining corners. 

 

 
 


