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Brenda Grampsas:  Quilt Restoration Basics 
 

Brenda Grampsas is an American Quilter’s 
Society (AQS) Certified Appraiser of quilts and 
quilted textiles, certified in 2005. She obtained her 
certification following several years of study, 
mentoring by a certified appraiser, and passing a 
rigorous testing process which included written 
and verbal exams.  She is also a member of the 
Professional Association of Appraisers Quilted 
Textiles.  
 
Brenda also is a quilt maker which is a huge plus 

when appraising the work of others.  Needle turn applique is her favorite method of 
creating a new quilt. However, she never met a quilt she doesn’t like and enjoys mixing 
pieced, applique & embroidery techniques to create quilts! Scrappy quilts are among 
her favorites because of her passion for fabric. Her sewing past includes award winning 
clothing construction and tailoring. She spent many summers teaching children to quilt 
at Christian Outreach Center, Largo, Florida, where she and her husband served as 
Founders and Directors before retirement. 
    
Brenda is a member of AQS, the Applique Society and is an active member of her local 
quilt guild “Hidden Stiches” in Largo.  She also founded “For His Glory Stitchers” quilt 
group at her church in Brooksville.   
 
Brenda has a special interest in antique quilts and has had the privilege of documenting 
the quilt collections of Heritage Village, Largo, Florida and the St. Petersburg Museum 
of History, St. Petersburg, Florida.   Brenda also does restoration of quilts and finds 
there just aren’t enough hours in the day to do all the stitching she would like.  “So many 
quilts - both new construction and restoration, so little time!”   Educating others is 
accomplished with lectures & trunk shows that showcase many quilts from Brenda’s 
private collection.  
 

Tuesday, 5 June 2018  
Doors open at 6:30 pm 
Program starts at 7:00 pm.   
 
Laurel Manor Recreation Center  
1985 Laurel Manor Drive 
The Villages, FL 32162 
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President’s Message  

Here we are beginning the month of June. “Where does the time go?” I’m saying, as I 
hear so many people in The Villages say.  My days just seem to go by in a blur.  We’ve 
had some rainy days lately which has forced me to stay inside and take care of my house.  
As far as sewing goes I’ve cut and hemmed fabric to make tablecloths for a retirement 
party I’m helping to host back in Missouri. My daughter saw a picture of the schlep bag I 
made and she sent me some fabric so I could make one for her.  Wasn’t that nice of 
her?? 
 
I absolutely loved the Inktense class which allowed me to explore a new method.  It’s 
probably something I wouldn’t have tried if I hadn’t been a part of this quilting group. 
Even though we all started out with the same flower, we certainly did not end up with 
the same flower.  So many different color variations, each one beautiful.  Thank you 
Kelly for bringing this opportunity to our group.  I’m looking forward to see what else I 
will be able to learn from the instructor, Doris Hulse. 
 
Doing this class in the comfort and safe environment of our chapter made me feel more 
confident.  I realized I need to venture out and take more of the classes offered by the 
guild.  There are some beautiful projects being offered through the guild, and I am 
missing out.  
 
What would you like to see happen in our chapter?  In speaking with members of other 
chapters, what do you hear they’re doing that we could do in our chapter?  Keep your 
eyes and ears open for possible presenters or ideas for 
projects.  What project have you done that you could 
share with us? Let us know your ideas. 
 
Yours “in stitches”, 
 
Kathy Powers 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Don’t forget Flag Day, 14 June 
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Member Spotlight! 

 
Each Rohan member was emailed a set of questions to answer.  Here are a few 
responses to those questions.  Each month a few members’ answers are posted. 
 

Meet Rohan Quilter  
Terry Miller 

 
When did you start quilting or 
sewing?  I’ve been sewing since I was 
8 years old. I’m from Ohio where I  
taught Family and Consumer Sciences.  
This included interior design, fashion 
merchandising, and culinary arts. I 
started quilting in 1979.  I really enjoy 
living down here now and keep very 
busy.   
 
Do you have a favorite pattern 
and/or fabric? I do not really 
have a favorite; I like to learn new 
things but once I have completed a 
new project, I rarely will do it 
again.  I am a “one timer”.   
 
Your go to quilting/sewing 
tool?  I can’t say a tool, rather I 
love my Omnigard traveling mat 
which includes the ironing board 
side and the cutting mat.  I also 

love that I purchased a new, lighter Brother machine for our sewing days at Rohan.  
It makes all the difference when I can arrive without my arms hurting from carrying 
heavy items! 
 
Do you have a quilt pattern you want to try, but haven’t yet?  I took Pat 
Sloan’s class earlier this year and am looking forward to working on her 12 month 
applique quilt.   It is like the Block of the Month. I’m also still working on my paper 
piecing cats.   
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What other activities or hobbies 
do you do?  As I said, I am always 
busy: I love to travel (we just returned 
from our river trip in Europe) and we 
are planning another river trip.  I play 
golf, bridge, cook, and of course 
ballroom dance with my husband.   
 
What do you love about quilting 
and/or why do you quilt? I simply 
enjoy sewing with our group, the 
comradery.  It is so pleasant to 
interface with everyone, find out what 
they are working on, what is new in 
their lives.   

 

 
 

Meet Rohan Quilter  
Sue Knutson 

 
When did you start quilting or sewing?  I 
started sewing in 7th grade. I continued sewing all 
my clothes, including one-way plaid coats, skirts, 
vests with flap pockets.  Then when I was 
transferred to Western Australia (with my work 
position), I needed a new hobby. My mom took me 
to a quilt store and I was hooked. First quilt was 
appliqué and second was a queen size Irish chain 
with inch thick batting, THAT I HAND QUILTED! 
Never again…Lol. I also worked for awhile at Quilt 
Gallery in Kalispell Montana.  I’ve continued 
making quilts for my nephew and other family 
members and friends; baby quilts for church and 
lots more. I also made my ballroom dance dresses. 

 
 

Do you have a favorite pattern and/or fabric?  Bargello variation is my favorite. I 
love to play with color! 

 
 

Terry’s Inktense flower, with beading  
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Your go to quilting/sewing tool?  A cutting mat and rulers; also my shaver seam 
ripper and lots more!!     
 

Do you have a quilt pattern you 
want to try, but haven’t yet?  Storm 
at Sea is a pattern I would love to do. I 
have the pattern, ruler and fabrics, just 
not enough time yet! 
  
What other activities or hobbies 
do you do?  I ballroom dance; I also 
conduct dog training, play all sorts of 
card and board games, enjoy reading, 
crochet and trying new things. 
 
What do you love about quilting 
and/or why do you quilt? I love to 
watch my quilts take life with color!  I 

also love to machine quilt as it is a form of meditation. 
   
 
 

      

 
 
 

Sue’s outrageously cute elves   

A sampling of Sue’s quilts  



Rohan Quilters 
June Volume 2 Issue 6 

6 
 

 
Meet Rohan Quilter  

Kris Gray 
 

When did you start quilting or sewing?    I 
learned to sew in a suburban 4-H club in 4th 
grade.  I remember my first elastic band waisted 
skirt!  I made lots of my clothes, homecoming 
and prom dresses.  I did not start quilting until 
2004 when I went to buy a new Bernina sewing 
machine to replace my 40 year old White.  At that 
time I was not even aware of people who actually 
took quilting classes.   
 

Do you have a favorite pattern and/or 
fabric?   I just love batiks, Kaffe Fassett inspired 
fabrics and any color combinations that go 
together.  Love to look at various colors. 
 
Your go to quilting/sewing tool?    
Gosh - a seam ripper.  I even found an electric 
one that makes the ripping out task a lot less 
painful! 

 
Do you have a quilt pattern you want to try, but haven’t yet?   I like to try new 
techniques, but paper piecing is the most challenging even though it yields perfect 

points and piecing results. 
 
What other activities 
or hobbies do you 
do?   I play golf, love 
reading, Crossword 
puzzles, and dabbling in 
family genealogy. 
 

What do you love 

about quilting and/or 

why do you quilt?  

Quilting is not only 

enjoyable, but it’s a form 

of therapy and relaxation.  It’s a labor of love if  

 

Kris’s serious quilts 

A couple of Kris’s quilts 
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I make a quilt for someone.  I have met so 

many gals who also share in the love of 

quilting and I have made lots of quilting 

friends.  I made an 82nd Airborne quilt to 

be raffled to bring money to the 82nd 

Airborne Division Association, Chicago 

Chapter for a scholarship donation.  My 

husband insisted I make another for him.   

 
 

 
 
 

************************ 
 

Heavy Metal Quilting in the 21st Century  
by Shirley Rubens 

 
This month I am writing about extreme 21st century quilting.  Have you heard of Ben 

Venom?  He was featured in a very interesting vignette on CBS Sunday Morning 

television (27 November 2016) which is how I found 

out about him.  The show focused on this young 

quilter in San Francisco whose works/quilts are 

selling for thousands of dollars.  Ben is inspired to 

quilt while listening to very loud heavy metal music.  

His work is very colorful and also very non-

traditional; you won’t find a prairie point or any 

paper piecing in his work.  He uses a regular 

domestic sewing machine to quilt and he was shown 

on film adding appliques to a quilt with a simple 

zigzag stitch.  

Ben uses various non-traditional fabrics (denim, 

leather, animal skins) and caters to the young or 

“young at heart crowd”.  As described by Katherine 

Brooks of the Huffington Post on a website “Images 

that frequently pop up in Venom’s works include ax- 

Kris’s raffle quilt  
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wielding skeletons riding tigers, eagles adorned in chains, knives embedded in animal 

heads, skulls, eyeballs, anchors, more skulls and more knives. Threaded together from 

the artist’s old t-shirts, with bits of denim and leather tossed in for good measure, the 

decadent blankets are the perfect piece of art for a Megadeth fan who enjoys a toasty 

night’s sleep. Or a Slayer enthusiast who appreciates the perfect piece of wall art.”   Per 

the CBS piece, Ben became interested in quilts when he viewed a quilt show at a San 

Francisco museum.  No mention was made of any formal sewing training but his 

website indicates that Ben graduated from the San Francisco Art Institute in 2007 with 

a Master of Fine Arts degree.   

“Working with repurposed materials to create textile-
based pieces, I contrast the often menacing and 
aggressive counterculture components of gangs, 
punk/metal music, and the occult with the comforts of 
domesticity. This collision of traditional quilting 
techniques with elements tied to the fringes of society 
re-envisions the story of the material through a softer 
lens. 
 
The reclaimed fabrics used in my work contain a 
multitude of personal histories and everyone’s 
unexplained stain, tear, or rip is included. These 
salvaged pieces are sewn into a larger narrative and 
become a part of a collective history within the work. 
The fragility of the materials and their assaulting 
imagery are brought together in the form of a functional 
piece of art.”   Ben Venom 
 
If you have a chance, take a look at his website.  It may not be 
what you or I would buy but it is something “completely 
different”.   
 

Cross My Heart by Ben Venom 
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The GOTV Showcase will be held 25-26 January 2019.  If you are interested in entering 
a quilt, please check the guild website for categories, dimensions, judging and other 
pertinent information.  Remember that all proceeds from the charity quilt raffle will 
benefit the E-Nini-Hassee school for girls.   
 

************************************ 
 

  

                            Showcase of Quilts 2019 

A Ben Venom quilt 

June Birthdays 
Lora Harrington, 13 

Lori Kroupa, 24 

Two sewing machines are at a bar. 

One turns to the other and says      

“Hey, aren’t you a singer?” 

The machine turns and says “Why, 

Ja-no-me?” 
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Upcoming Events and Dates to Remember 

 

 
Tuesday, 5 June 2018: Rohan Quilters Business Meeting, Rohan Recreation Center, 
9:00 am; QGOTV Guild Meeting @ Laurel Manor 7:00 pm 
 
Sunday at Sterling, June 3:  Quilted Scissor Holder Demonstration by Lynn Otwell 
1:00 pm; Sterling Heights Recreation Center 
 
Sunday at Sterling, June 3, 10, 17, 24: Open sewing, 11:30 a.m. 
Sterling Heights Recreation Center 
 
Wednesday, 6 June:  Beginning Quilt Restoration Workshop, 9:00 – 3:30 Rohan 
Recreation Center 
  
Monday, June 11, 2018: Ann Sullivan lecture “You Are Creative”, Central Florida 
Modern Art Quilt Guild, 6:30 pm, Amazing Grace Lutheran Church 

4886 County Road, Oxford, $5 for non-members 
 
July 12-14 2018:  Stitchers Paradise, St Petersburg, Fl  
Hilton Carillon Park 
 
July 20 – August 4:  Charmed Shop Hop, Passports on sale for $8.00 
 
September 20-22 2018: Quilt Show, Jacksonville, FL (quiltfest.jax) 
 

ROHAN QUILTERS  
 

T H E 1 9 T H  C H APT ER  O F T H E Q U IL T IN G  G U IL D  O F  T H E  V IL L A G E S  
EST .  F EBR U AR Y  2 ,  2 0 1 6  

 8 5 0  KR IST IN E  W AY  
T H E V IL L AG E S,  F L  

 E - M A IL :  Q G O T VR O H AN @ G M AIL .C O M  
 
 

C O  -  PR E SID EN T   L IN  M AR SH  
C O  -  PR E SID EN T   KAT H Y  PO W ER S  
C O  -  VP    L IN D A  M C E L M U R R Y  
C O  -  VP            BU N N Y  G O W EL L  
SEC R E T AR Y    J U D Y G I AN EL O S  
T R EA SU R ER   M AR G E BAR N ET T  
M EM B ER  AT  L AR G E  M AR Y  SM IT H  
M EM B ER SH IP   KEL L Y  S AN D ER S  
W EB  M AS T ER  N AT H AL IE  C AU M AR T IN  
N EW SL T R  ED .  SH IR L EY  R U B EN S  

 

mailto:QGOTVRohan@gmail.com
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This makes a 12" 
block and is paper 
pieced! This is a 
roughly1850's block, 
that I've reworked to 
eliminate the in-
setting of those 
stars! 

 

  

 

The first thing that I would recommend that you do, is go to 
the Practice Paper Piecing Page.  When you feel comfy with 
paper piecing, come on back and try a Godey's Star Block! 
You will need to print out four copies of the template page on 
very lightweight paper. 

 

 

 After your units are paper pieced, join each quarter 

section as shown at left... 

  

  

 

 

Then piece the block as shown a  left!... 

http://www.quilterscache.com/StartQuiltingPages/startquiltingthree.html
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The quilt is three blocks by three!   

Happy Quilting All! 

Marcia :o) 
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