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Karen Combs 

“You Bought that 
Where?” 

 

Karen Combs, known for her Quilts of 
Illusion, unique quilts, fabric designs 
and books, will be the guest speaker this 
coming week at Laurel Manor, Tuesday, 
April 3, 2018.   She is an internationally 
known quilt instructor, who makes 
quilts of illusion easy to understand and 
fun to make.  
 

Karen is the author of Optical Illusions 

for Quilters as well as several other boo, 

available on the American Quilters 

Society (AQS) website.  She wrote 3-D 

Fun with Pandora’s Box, co-authored 

with Sharlene Jorgenson of Quilting 

from the Heartland. Her newest book is 

Celtic Pieced Illusions  (AQS).  

Karen has been a fabric designer for 

almost two decades, working with 

several New York based fabric houses.  

 

 

She now works with Troy's Riverwoods 

Collections   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, 3 April 2018 
Laurel Manor Recreation Center  
1985 Laurel Manor Drive 
The Villages, FL 32162 
 
 

Innerglow by Karen Combs 

Ice Crystals by Karen Combs 
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President’s Message  

Hello Quilters,  
 
On March 16 some members of our 
chapter visited the Fenney Monarchs’ 
chapter for a Jelly Roll quilting event.  I 
think I can speak for everyone who 
attended when I say we had a great 
time!  There was laughter and sharing.  
What more can one ask for when 
quilters gather?  It was exciting to see 
the different variations of the same quilt.  
Our own, Erin, won the Over Achiever 
Award because she was the first one to 
complete a quilt.  Fenney’s chapter is 
new with just eight members, and six of 
those members will be leaving mid-April 
to go back to their homes up north. It’s 
possible we will be invited to Fenney to 
help fill their time and space for Open 
Sew times.    
 
If you haven’t already, I highly 
recommend making a stop at The 
Quilting Palette on US 441.  I recently 
visited the shop looking for a particular 
fabric and was pleasantly surprised. It’s 
a small space selling good quality 
fabrics.  The customer service went 
above and beyond helping me match 
some colors. The Palette offers classes 
for those who might be interested.  
 
Last November I took a member-to-
member class on cutting half square 
triangles that would, in the end, create a 
64” x 64” square featuring a large star.  I 
want you to know that this turned out to 
be the largest and most complicated 
sewing/quilting project I’ve ever 
undertaken.  As I was laying out the 
constructed star points on my design 
board, it didn’t help that my daughter  

 
was here with us for several days and 
she loves to “throw out the directions” 
when it comes to putting things 
together. She went to my design board 
and totally rearranged the blocks to 
create a different design - which I have 
to say, was more interesting. This new 
design required finding more matching 
fabric and it was going to require more 
work.  I am just now completing this 
quilt and getting ready to put the 
binding on.   
 
You will probably not see this quilt as it 
has so many problems.  I quilted it 
myself doing just basic stitching in the 
ditch and echo stitching, but my 
machine was too small to try to 
maneuver the quilt so that added to the 
problems. Although I had a large space 
to spread the quilt out, the weight of the 
quilt going through my machine messed 
with the tension of some of my stitching. 
Even though it has many mistakes, it is 
all my work. My husband is claiming 
this quilt as his napping quilt, and he 
will love all of the mistakes. Hopefully, 
my next big project will benefit from the 
mistakes of the star quilt that never was.  
 
Yours “in stitches”,  
 
Kathy Powers 

 

 

A Happy 
Spring quilt! 
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Member Spotlight! 
Each Rohan member was emailed a set 
of questions to answer.  Here are a few 
responses to those questions.  Each 
month a few members’ answers are 
posted. 
 

Meet Rohan Quilter Kathy 
Kindilien 

 

 
 
When did you start quilting or 
sewing?  I started sewing when I was 
age 8; I’ve been quilting for 30+ years. 
 
Do you have a favorite pattern 
and/or fabric? My favorite quilt 
pattern is Colorsplash Trip Around 
The World. 
 
Your go to quilting/sewing 
tool?  My most used quilting tool is 
the 1/4" quilting foot. 
 
 

 
Do you have a quilt pattern you 
want to try, but haven’t yet?  I 
would like to try another Bargello 
pattern. 
 
What other activities or hobbies 
do you do?  Other activities or hobbies 
that I enjoy are watercolor painting, 
raising butterflies (Monarchs mainly), 
fishing, golfing, and that Village 
favorite:  pickleball. 
 
What do you love about 
quilting and/or why you quilt? 
I quilt because I like to create pretty 
things from pieces of fabric.  It is 
relaxing.  It is also something that 
will last and can be passed to the 
next generation. 
 
This past Christmas I was sewing 
something I NEVER imagined I 
would......dog clothes.  I have made adult 
clothes, baby clothes and doll clothes 
but this was a first!  They were presents 
for a couple of 'dog lover' friends.  I must 
have too much time on my hands!   The 
pattern companies actually have a few 
dog patterns now.  
 

 
 

One of Kathy’s Bargello masterpieces  
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Meet Rohan Quilter Joan 
Guest 

 

 
 
When did you start quilting or 
sewing?  I am not sure when I started - 
probably 25 years or more ago - but I 
didn't have much time to give to my new 
hobby - it took about 20 years to finish 
this first quilt.  However, I started new 
ones in the meantime. 
 

Do you have a favorite pattern 
and/or fabric?  My favorite pattern is 
anything that fits together nicely - log 
cabin, sampler, simple post and rail, 
etc.  I love batiks, but haven't worked 
with them yet - I am still collecting. 
 

Your go to quilting/sewing tool?  I 
have a Dritz 1/4" magnetic guide that  
works well and I love my disappearing 
ink pens. 
 

 
 

 
Do you have a quilt pattern you 
want to try, but haven’t yet?   I have 
a kit for a Bargello that I haven't tried - I 
need space, patience, and a large block 
of time to tackle this. 

 
 

 
 
What other activities or hobbies 
do you do? I like to play computer 
games, solve puzzles, embroider, knit 
and crochet, read and design patterns.  I 
also like to play with photos and imovie.  
 

 
 

What do you love about quilting 
and/or why you quilt? I love the 
piecing of quilting.  I am not good about 
finishing projects - the ending  
 

One of Joan’s creations 

Christmas quilt 
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intimidates me, but I am working on 
this. 

 
 
 
      

 
Meet Rohan Quilter Debby 

Farrell 

 
 
 

 
When did you start quilting or 
sewing?   My mother taught me to 
embroider when I was about 5 years old. 
I sewed for my dolls. Betsey McCall and 
Barbie were always very well dressed! I 
made my first quilt for my oldest 
daughter when she was a baby in 1974: 
Winnie the Pooh embroidered blocks, 
on double knit, with flannel on the back. 
I have improved quite abit since then. 
 

Do you have a favorite pattern 
and/or fabric?   I love paisley print 
fabric and the star block. 
 
Your go to quilting/sewing tool? 
My " go to " is a seam ripper. I tend to 
need it often, and I rely so much on my 
rotary cutter. 
 
Do you have a quilt pattern you 
want to try, but haven’t yet? I have a 
Dogs in Sweaters pattern that I have 
tried as Dogs in Tropical Shirts. 
  

 
 
What other 
activities or 

hobbies do you do? I collect silver 
thimbles with ladies names engraved on 
them (these are getting hard to find).  I 
also crochet and I can tat, a dying hobby. 
My husband and I like to browse the flea 
markets and antique stores. 
 

Debby’s Tropical Dog      

Joan’s colorful quilt effort 
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What do you love about quilting 
and/or why you quilt?  I have taken a 
lot of classes over the years-- but 
quilting is the one thing I have never lost 
interest in. 
 

 
Meet Rohan Quilter Alice 

Penley 
 

 
 
When did you start quilting or 
sewing?   I hail from Cincinnati where I 
started sewing in elementary school.   I 
learned to sew making Barbie doll  
clothes.  I started quilting 25 years ago. 
 
Do you have a favorite pattern 
and/or fabric?  I love hand dyed fabric  
and I've dyed a lot of it over the years. 
However, after taking Pat Sloan’s recent  
class, I am really into machine applique. 
 
Your go to quilting/sewing tool? I 
love a good sharp pair of little scissors  
and of course a seam ripper. 
 
 
 

 
Do you have a quilt pattern you 
want to try, but haven’t yet?  I 
would like to do more hand work.   
Maybe millefiori, but now I am 
concentrating more on machine 
applique. 
 

 
 
 
 
Do you have a quilt pattern you 
want to try, but haven’t yet?  I 
would like to do more hand work.   
Maybe millefiori, but now I am 
concentrating more on machine 
applique. 
 
What other activities or hobbies 
do you do? I do glass fusion, play 
mahjong and SAMBA.   I also take a lot 
of walks with my dogs, Heidi and Greta, 
my two German short haired pointers.  
 
 What do you love about quilting 
and/or why you quilt? I love fabric  
colors and design plus who doesn't like a 
finished quilt to cuddle under. 
 
 

 

Alice’s Crayon Challenge quilt 
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The lowdown on the Original 

Sewing & Quilt EXPO, 
Lakeland 

By Shirley Rubens 
 

I’ve been attending the Sewing & Quilt 
Expo for most of the last 20 years; in 
fact, I attended it twice when it was held 
in Clearwater, three or four times when 
it was in Tampa, & every year it has been 
held in Lakeland.  My sewing and 
quilting friend Cheryl, and I used to plan 
a three day mini vacation, staying in the 
various locations.  Unfortunately, I was 
only able to attend one day this year so I 
missed taking a class or attending a 
lecture.  But, the one day was well worth 
it.   The event is usually held in mid-
March (next year it will be March 14-16) 
and is only 1 ¼ hours away by car (from 
my house).   I met up with a couple of 
friends from my Orlando quilt group  

 
who said that Lakeland had many more 
vendors and different products than the 
recent AQS Daytona Beach show.  The 
emphasis at AQS is quilting while 
Lakeland is more varied.  
 
I did see (and purchase) some 
interesting things; bought that portable 
design wall that I have been 
contemplating for years.  Also saw a 
good use for a 
one picture 
panel (see 
photo of farm 
scene tote 
bag); 
depending on 
the design, by 
railroading a panel, 
one can make a large 
purse or tote bag 
from it.   
 
But where I spent most of my time was 
reviewing the many quilts being 
displayed.  I love to see the creative 
ideas and workmanship that other 
quilters come up with.  
 

One grouping was titled “Old Glory”; ten 
long armed quilts done by people who 
had a military connection: either had 
been in the military, had a spouse, 
parent, child or sibling in the service.  
The quilts were based on old quilt 
patterns, such as from 1917 or earlier, 
but were all new fabrics and stitching.  
Some were just so amazing.     
 
Another section was titled “Wild 
Fabrications”; no photography was 
allowed for this display and I heeded the 
warning.  This exhibit showed the 
fantastic talent of art quilters.  Some of 
the artists have individual websites or 
can be found at the Studio Art Quilt  

One example of the 

innovative use of a 

panel  

Mystery Quilt by Alice 
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Associates (SAQA.com) website.  These 
art quilts primarily had animals as the 
theme; a couple were actually 3-
Dimensional.  Many had been thread 
painted; heavy use of netting was also 
integrated to give another twist.  The 
gorilla quilt was displayed and the 
picture (below) does not do it justice.   
 
Other displays were the “Fly Me to the 
Moon” exhibit, “Winter Games Quilt 
Challenge” and the “Red and White 
Quilting”.    The latter display was of 
original designs based on traditional 
blocks, rearranged in contemporary  
design.   

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
So, if you were 
unable to attend 
the Lakeland 
Expo, please add it 
to your spring 
2019 calendar 
activities.   You 
will not be 
disappointed.   

 
 

“Beauty of the Beasts” by Barbara            

Yates Beasley  

www.barbarayatesbeasley.com 

Winter 
Games  
entries 
 

Cow Jumping over the Moon 
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Showcase of Quilts 2019 
 
The QGOTV Showcase will be held 25-
26 January 2019.  If you are interested 
in entering a quilt, please check the 
guild website for categories, dimensions, 
judging and other pertinent 
information.   
 
All proceeds from the charity quilt raffle 
will benefit E-Nini-Hassee school for 
girls.  The facility is situated in a country 
setting, on over eight hundred acres. 
Deer and other wildlife are plentiful.  
Girls who are having problems in the 
foster system and girls with substance 
abuse problems are treated there. E-
Nini-Hassee also takes private referrals 
at $235 per day for private residents.   
 
Students are monitored 24/7. Girls have 
to have written goals at the beginning of 
each day and report on whether they 
achieve their goals at the end of the day.   
Once they graduate, they can return 
home if the environment is acceptable or 
they have other arrangements if 
necessary 

 
April birthdays 

 
Lin Marsh, 6                   Alice Penley, 16 
Linda McElmurry, 18    
Kelly Sanders, 26 
 
Editor’s note: List of March birthdays 
was inadvertently missed last issue so a 
belated congratulations to all March 
born members: 
 
Shirley Rubens, 9    Beth Rothfuss, 12  

 
 
 

 
Upcoming Events and 

Dates to Remember 
 

April 3, 2018, Tuesday   
Rohan Quilters Business Meeting & 
Committees meet after business meeting 
QGOTV Guild Meeting @ Laurel Manor 
7 pm Presenter Karen Combs 
 
Sunday at Sterling, April 8, 15, 22, 
29   Sterling Heights Recreation Center, 
11:30 a.m. Open Sewing 
 
April 17, Tuesday, Rohan Crayon 
Doll Quilt Challenge  Entries should 
be completed and ready for judging 
 
April 17, Tuesday   Schlep bag class 
 
April 10,17, 24 Tuesday Rohan 
Quilters Open Sew 
 
May 15, Tuesday  Inktense class   
 
 

ROHAN QUILTERS  
 

T H E 1 9 T H  C H APT ER  O F T H E Q U IL T IN G  
G U IL D  O F  T H E  V IL L AG E S  
EST .  F EBR U AR Y  2 ,  2 0 1 6  

 8 5 0  KR IST IN E  W AY  
T H E V IL L AG E S,  F L  

 E - M A IL :  Q G O T VR O H AN @ G M AIL .C O M  
 
 

C O  -  PR E SID EN T   L IN  M AR SH  
C O  -  PR E SID EN T   KAT H Y  PO W ER S  
 
C O  -  VP    L IN D A  M C E L M U R R Y  
C O  -  VP            BU N N Y  G O W EL L  
SEC R E T AR Y    J U D Y G I AN EL O S  
T R EA SU R ER   M AR G E BAR N ET T  
M EM B ER  AT  L AR G E  M AR Y  SM IT H  
M EM B ER SH IP   KEL L Y  S AN D ER S  
W EB  M AS T ER  N AT H AL IE  

C AU M AR T IN  
N EW SL T R  ED .  SH IR L EY  R U B EN S  

mailto:QGOTVRohan@gmail.com
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Block of the month 


