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H i , Al l !

Another  m on th  has passed where we are str iv ing to social  d istance and 
wonder ing whether  we w i l l  be able to see another  hum an  again . I ?ve en joyed 
wor k ing on  m y p i le of  un f in ished p rojects, and I ?m  happy to repor t  that  I  have 
f in ished one tw in  qu i l t , and I ?m  wor k ing on  L or i  H ol t?s Autum n  L ove. T he top  
should  be done som e t im e next week.

Yes, I  have had m y eyes on  som e new projects, too. I  th ink I  spend too m uch  
t im e sur f ing the web for  beaut i f u l  th ings to look at . I  have purchased som e 
supp l ies f r om  our  local  shops to f in ish  up  m y p rojects. T hey have been  ver y 
accom m odat ing. Al l  I  have to do is cal l  them  up  w i th  what I  need, and i f  they 
have i t , I  can  order  i t  and r un  over  to p ick i t  up . (O ne of  the few t im es I  leave m y 
hom e.)

I  know m any of  you have been  wor k ing on  m ak ing f ace m asks for  neighbor s, 
f r iends, and fam i ly  m em ber s. Plus, you are help ing the com m un i ty, too. M any 

of  you have volun teered to sew m asks 
for  Project  Protect . O ur  f i r st  at tem pt 
at  th is p roject  d id  not wor k , but  I  am  
happy to repor t  that  our  second 
at tem pt has wor ked w i th  f ly ing 
color s. I  w i l l  be p ick ing up  13 packets 
of  10 0  m ask k i ts, wh ich  m eans we w i l l  
be m ak ing 1,30 0  m asks. T hat i s 
am azing!

I  hope and p r ay that you al l  stay safe 
and heal thy and f in ish  m any p rojects.

-  Jeanette Ivie, President, Dixie Quilt Guild

P.S. I  have sen t em ai ls to Gui ld  
m em ber s th rough  M ai lCh im p. I f  you 
haven 't  been  receiv ing em ai ls f r om  
m e, p lease check your  junk m ai l  box. 
I n  add i t ion , p lease add   
p residen t@dix iequ i l tgu i ld .com  to 
your  con tacts. T h is w i l l  help  to keep  i t  
out  of  your  junk m ai l .
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of f icer s ,  new  member s,  and  bir t hdays

OFFICERS 2019?2020 
Board 

President   Jeanette Ivie  
Vice-President  Laura Arnold  
Past President  Bruce Bussey  
Secretary  Colleen Adair  
Treasurer  Barbara Johnston  
Membership Chairman  Sue Licher  
Newsletter Editor Lynea Askey  
Program Chairman Bonnie Miles  
Webmaster Trudy Cox  
Workshop Coordinators Sharon Friedman

Sherry Sarino  
Advisor to the President Teryl McKnight  
  

Committees 
Assistant Membership Bruce Bussey  
Friendship Groups and  
      Hospitality  Trudy Cox  
Historian Sharon Rawlings  
Philanthropy  Susan Mapston 

Margie Black  
Photographer Karen Schreiter  
Sunshine Jackie Brown  
Utah Quilt Guild Rep  Jeanette Ivie  
Facebook/Social Media  Karen Schreiter 

Lynea Askey  

SUNSH INE & SH ADOW S.  Please contact Jack ie Brown for  sending 

sym pathy,  get-wel l  wishes,  or  congratulat ions cards fr om  the Dixie Qui l t  

Gui ld. You can reach her  at 435-773-6100 or  fr edandjack ie@coolm ojo.net.

Happy May 
birthday!  

NAME  TAGS 

ar e avai lable at

 Hoor ay!:  The Engr aving 
Shop 

146 N. 200 W. 

St .  Geor ge

 435-652-8115

 The cost  is appr oximately 
$10.00
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Let t er   f r om  t he   edit or

Please note that I am still collecting these quilt blocks. 
You may mail them to me at 2855 S. 3100 E., St. George, 
UT 84790. If you need the instructions for the blocks, 
you can find them on the Guild's website under the 
Member Information tab. Thank you.

Laura Arnold                                                                                                            
Vice-President, Dixie Quilt Guild

pr esident 's  quil t   bl ock  

Hello, Fellow  Qui lter s!

Hopeful ly, you have al l  noticed the ads from our  sponsors at the end (and 
sometimes in the middle) of our  newsletter s.  The companies who place these 
ads are helping to suppor t our  Gui ld, so i t would be nice i f  we could r eturn 
the favor !

And some of them make i t so easy for  us by including coupons.  For  instance, 
this month, Qui l ted Works is offer ing 20% off  members' enti r e pur chases for  
the month of May, and Scrap Apple Qui l ts has ?Customer  Appreciation Day? 
ever y second Saturday.  Qui l ting ser vices are offered by Ter yl Loy of Ter yl Loy 
Enterpr ises, Cathie Purdy of One Wild Sti tch, Sharon Raw lings of Qui l ting 
Bees, and Donna and Carey of Pins & Needles.

Our  newest adver tiser , Tina Cox of Eyeful of Wool, has ?Woolly Wednesday? 
on the second Wednesday of the month in her  studio? and, i f  you work w ith 
wool, you absolutely must visi t.  I  went there and was tr eated to a wonder ful 
descr iption of how  she and her  husband dye their  wool; i t was fascinating!  
Clover  Patch has a di f ferent ad each month, and this month, they'r e offer ing 
25% of any notion.  And don?t forget that Ter yl also has templates, r uler s, and 
Glide thread for  sale.  I f  nothing else, you should go to Ter yl?s studio to see her  
qui l ting samples.  I  was in awe!

In addition, i f  you haven't seen Super ior  Threads/Mother  Super ior 's Fab 
Fabr ics since they r edid their  store, you should check i t out.  I  never  knew  
what quali ty fabr ic was unti l  I  shopped there.  And the thread!!!  I  r eal ly was 
l ike a kid in a candy store when I stepped into their  thread room.

Keep calm and have plenty of Neospor in and band-aids on hand for  when you 
accidental ly get your  f inger  in the way of your  rotar y cutter.  And, yes, sadly 
and embar rassingly, I  speak from recent exper ience.

-  Lynea Askey, Newsletter Editor
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dqg   spot l ight   -   member
RENE  HALL

Get ready to drool with envy: Rene Hall sews OUTSIDE! When I saw 
her sewing space, I immediately wanted to 
move my sewing room (well, at least my 
sewing machine) to my back yard. But Rene 
lives on a 4-acre oasis that her husband, 
Phillip, calls their Garden of Eden (see below).

When they purchased this land many years 
ago, there was nothing there but large trees 
and dirt, and Rene and Phillip have 

completely transformed it into The Roost. Rene has an event- 
planning business and used to do weddings there. Sadly, she had 
to discontinue that when she learned that The Roost wasn?t zoned 
for hosting events. In the last year, she was forced to turn down 200 requests for 
weddings.

However, Rene does host five friendship groups, 
including the Wool Group, at her place. Some groups 
even hold their own retreats there. It?s completely 
outfitted for such gatherings, as it has a large open 
area with plenty of tables, as well as a kitchen and a 
bathroom. You really need to check it out!

Rene has been sewing for most of her life. Her 
mother taught her and her five sisters to sew when Rene was a litt le girl. If they wanted 
clothes, they had to sew them! She made many of her own dresses for school. Of course, 
Rene now does quilts ? and they are gorgeous! Unsurprisingly, she has won a great many 
awards for her quilts. She does lots of wool projects, too. 
She gets most of her wool from thrift stores (coats, 
usually). However, she also has her own wool from the 
sheep that she shears. Apart from using it for quilts, she 
also makes dryer balls and sweaters!

Rene is a Bernina devotee (a girl after my own heart!). 
She has a B880 and a Q20 (as well as a beautiful 
baby-blue Featherweight, thanks to Nora Hanson) and 
teaches at Dave?s Bernina in St. George. In fact, Rod, 
the owner of Dave?s Bernina, told her that she is 
welcome to quilt at the shop any time because, when 
she does, he sells machines!
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dqg   spot l ight   -   member  -  cont 'd.

Rene was kind enough to have laid out a number of quilts and other projects for me to 
take pictures of, but these photos don?t do them justice. I was in awe of her talent and 
almost wish I had a professional photographer with me. But here are some of them:

A few of Rene's awards! These Raggedy Ann and 
Andy dolls are made 
almost entirely from 

yo-yo's: There are 400 in 
Ann's hair alone! This table runner was 

made from Rene's 
own wool; she wove 
the runner and then 

appliqued on it.

Hearts  made by re-purposing 
an antique quilt that was 

starting to shred.

A rug that 
has sat in 
Rene's 
kitchen for 
9 years. She 
"crocheted" 
it from an 
unbelievable 
75 yards of 
fabric!

Rene made this sheep's 
head in the Fiber Arts 
group and displayed it 

at a museum in St. 
George.

This quilt melted my heart. Rene and 
her five sisters each sewed six of 
one row and exchanged them to 

make her own quilt. Rene made the 
one with the car to commemorate 
her family's move from Southern 

California to Utah. 
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t hinking  and  sewing  out side  your   box

Maybe that was wrong? and maybe, with our current situation, it should say ?Sewing 
INSIDE your box,? which would be our houses or sewing rooms.  At any rate, it 
spurred a fun memory and some creative thinking.
When I was a young girl, my mother was a 4-H leader.  I could hardly wait until I was 
old enough to join, and, with my friends, learn to sew for real.  The summer I was 10 
years old, we had a great little 4-H group, and each of us participated in the local 
county fair.  I felt confident, as I made my apron, that I could pretty much make 
ANYTHING I wanted to after that.  That was a serious beginning for me, as I started 
creating projects far outside my box.
At the end of the summer, my closest friend and I had our usual new school dresses.  
Most were made by our mothers and had full skirts, usually with pockets.  Some had 
ties that were attached at the waist and tied in the back.  I happened to have a couple of 
skirts with blouses, but my friend only had dresses.  She was a bit disappointed that 
there was not a skirt among her new clothes.  Well, experienced seamstresses that we 
now were, we came up with the idea that we could remedy that situation.  (It might 
have been MY idea . . .)  So, with all this skill and knowledge we now had, we chose 
the dress she wanted, and we proceeded with our project.  We cut off the top of the 
dress, about four inches above the waist seam .  Then we turned it down, stitched it in 
place, and made a two-inch-wide waistband with ties attached.  Voila!  There was her 
new skirt.  She was happy as a clam.  Her mother was not.  But we were pleased with 
our efforts, and she proudly wore that new skirt all year.
Do you ever find that you are not exactly pleased with what you have or what you are 
making?  Do you ever think that, maybe, with a bit of alteration, you could have a 
project you ARE happy with?  Sometimes, I find myself thinking that, if I have to 
make ONE more of those boring blocks, I?ll scream.  I have more than a couple of nice 
quilts that came from my leaving that ?box? and adding connecting blocks or sashing 
with interesting posts.  I even  figured out that I could switch out a segment of the 
block and make something a bit different.  That is especially true with fabrics and 
colors that I may not be crazy about.  There?s always something that will make me 
smile, so why am I not using those?
My challenge to you, as we come to what we hope is the end of this craziness, is  this:  
Find a way to think and dream and create 
outside your usual box.  I have to admit, that 
that funky little girl going into 5th grade still 
lives in my house.
And I think you know her.
Have fun !
~ Bonnie Miles
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a  l et t er   t o  t he  DQg  boar d

Thanks to all for your continuing leadership and service to our Guild.  We are 
beyond blessed to have good (and willing) people to step up and lend a 
hand in so many, many ways.   Our decision to put everything on hold for a 
few months is hard -- in that we love the social gatherings -- but we will all be 
wiser to let this plague pass us by before gathering again.   

I am feeling the loss of the quilting world in my own life, as are all of you.  I 
think the idea of the Facebook show and tell is wonderful.  The newsletter is 
great -- thanks, Lynea!  We can keep the spirit of our Guild alive during this 
difficult time, and look forward to meeting together again in a few months.     

Stay well, and stay calm.

~ Bonnie Miles

                                                      *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Editor's Note: Thank you, Bonnie, for your thoughtful note. I believe that I speak 
for the entire Board when I say that we enjoy being of service to our Guild 
members and are happy to keep promoting the important art of quilting!
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A  not e  FROM  PHILANTHROPY

Though the group activities of Philanthropy have been curtailed by Covid-19, we are 
still working in the background. I feel sure that many of you also are keeping busy at 
your sewing machines while sheltering at home. At this time, when so many are 
adversely affected in some way by this pandemic, it is natural to wish we could find a 
way to give them a "hug." Maybe with a quilt?

We at Philanthropy are ready to join the ranks of home delivery to anyone willing to 
help us out with projects. We have many kits ready for machine quilting. These can be 
done easily on a longarm or a domestic machine using a walking foot or simple 
free-motion work. This is a good opportunity to practice these skills. Kits for piecing 
tops are also available if you are wanting or needing a project.

Please call Margie Black (435) 668-1659 or Susan Mapston (435)628-5420 to arrange a 
time for delivery to your door (not inside) if you are willing to help get these projects 
completed. In addition, we will gladly pick up any kits you may have checked out at 
previous guild meetings and have now finished.

Your help is most appreciated. We are looking forward to hearing from you.

Please stay safe until we can meet again.

Susan Mapston
and
Margie Black
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t ips  and  ideas
When our second son was in fifth grade, his very ambitious teacher taught and produced 
the musical ?Oklahoma? with those fifth graders. Our son had the lead role of Curley, and 
I spent hours with him, helping him learn his lines and the lyrics of the songs. It was such 
a fun time for them, and for all of us. One of the songs has wedged itself in my mind, and 
it has a meaning for me, as a quilter. I loved the rollicking music and dancing that went 
with?Everything?s Up to Date in Kansas City.? Sing along with me for a minute:

I went to Kansas City on a Friday

By Saturday I learned a thing or two

But up 'till then I didn't have an idea

Of what the mod'rn world was comin' to.

I counted twenty gas buggies goin' by theirselves

Almost every time I took a walk

An' then I put my ear to a bell telephone

An' a strange woman started into talk.

What next! What next?

Everything's up to date in Kansas City

They gone about as fer as they can go

They went an' built a skyscraper seven stories high

About as high as a buildin' orta grow.

Everything's like a dream in Kansas City

It's better than a magic lantern show.

Do you ever feel that, in our quilting world, they?ve?gone about as fer as they can go?? Or 
that the newest tools are ?better than a magic lantern show?? I have to admit that I am 
sucked in with all the new stuff that comes out, thinking that it just has to be better. Like 
Ado Annie, I am wanting what?s fresh on the market, even though what I have is perfectly 
good and functions exactly like I need it to. I watch a demonstration, or take a workshop, 
and immediately think that my tools must be outdated or that the newest is best.

Some years ago, I taught a workshop on tools and determined that I should try out a 
variety of rotary cutters and speak, with experience, on how they compared with each 
other. I secretly had my favorite at the time but was willing to buy and try others. Now I 
have in my drawer, gathering lint, cutters that never get used. (Some I have already given 
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t ips  and  ideas  -  cont 'd    
away). Interestingly enough, the one I liked least was the most expensive (and at that 
time, the newest on the market): a Gingher-brand cutter. I used a coupon to save some 
dollars and bought one. I have always liked their scissors, so I figured this would be 
equally impressive. At the workshop, I had all the participants try that cutter and found 
that every single one of them felt the same way about it that I did. In fact, we 
composed a letter to the Gingher company, telling them that this cutter was too heavy 
and that its blade cover not only covered the blade, but it also hampered the line of 
sight for anyone who used it. I/we learned a lot in that experiment, the most important 
being that you try what?s out there, then buy and use only the one that feels best in 
your hands.

One litt le hint is that I mark on a new blade (with a permanent marker) the date I put it 
into the cutter. This helps me keep track of how long I?ve been using the blade. I have a 
tendency to use them far too long and always breathe a sigh of relief when I start 
cutting with a new, sharp blade.

Well, ?everything?s up to date in Kansas City,? it?s true. But you can count on the fact that 
they really HAVEN?T ?gone about as fer as they can go.? We will continue to see new and 
exciting things appear on the market. Think about them? but don?t discount those old 
familiar and comfortable tools you already own and use. And by the way, my current 
favorite is (and continues to be) the blue Olfa cutter.

Have fun,

~ Bonnie Miles
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gems  of   t he  deser t   

GEM S OF THE DESERT QUILT SHOW
2021

Heartfelt greetings to all you shut-in quilters.  And thank you for showing the love by staying 
home and out of crowds; we will get through this mess eventually.  When that happens, there is 
going to be such a rush to the quilt shops, we may have to stand in line like we do at Costco and 
the grocery stores.

Since you all have been at home, I trust you are busy creating unbelievable quilts in preparation 
for the 2021 Gems of the Desert Quilt Show.  Your committee has been busy making plans and 
contacting vendors and teachers in hopes that they will join in our celebration.  We are pleased 
that 17 vendors have already applied, and we have 24 booked booths, which is great for its being 
this early.  Some of our vendors have expressed interest in teaching classes as well.  Letters to 
possible teachers will be going out soon.

The show quilt is finished, and it is a beauty!  A huge thank you to the following people who 
helped in the creation of the show quilt: Barbara Holck (Chairperson), Bruce Bussey, Lee Yarrell, 
Karen Viera, Brenda Jones, Joyce Hammond, Barbara Johnston, Donna Sires, Brenda Kohler, Rene 
Hall, Teryl McKnight, and Jeanette Ivie.  The quilt is a combination of batik fabrics of every color 
and wool applique, and the outstanding quilting was done by Teryl McKnight.  We will begin 
selling tickets for the show quilt at our October 
9th Guild meeting.

The contract for the Dixie Center has been 
signed, and the first payment has been delivered, 
so we are committed.  We have contracted for 
the same space as we had at the last show, but 
we are also going to utilize the Sunbrook rooms 
as classrooms.

Due to the virus issue, the committee was unable 
to meet in March.  Our next meeting is scheduled 
for May 26 from 1:00 to 3:00 at the Electric 
Theater, 3rd floor meeting room.

Lynea and I are very excited to get rolling on the 
next show.  Stay healthy and safe, and we?ll see 
you WHENEVER!  Hugs.

~ Bruce Bussey
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DIXIE  QUILT  GUILD  CHALLENGE  2020

DIXIE  QUILT  GUILD  CHALLENGE  2020
?2020 VISION: FOCUS ON COMING TOGETHER?

Due t o t he COVID-19 virus

T H E   C O N T E S T   I S   S U S P E N D E D

We hope you all have started, are in progress, or have finished your 20? x 20? 
Dixie Quilt Guild Challenge quilt/s. Hang on to it/ them.

My mother always said, ?There?s nothing so bad that some good doesn?t come 
from it.? Here is an example of exactly that. If you have been wanting to make 
a piece to enter but haven?t been able to do so yet, or you have started a piece 
but have not been able to finish by the April 25th deadline, now is your time to 
get busy and get one put together!

The continuation of the Quilt Challenge will be announced at a later date. 
Hopefully, we may have a new deadline and reveal date for this fall, but that 
has yet to be determined.
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Dixie Quilt  Guild
P.O. Box 2812

St. George, UT 84771-2812

www.dixiequiltguild.com

The Dixie Quilt Guild encourages, promotes, and preserves the art of quilt making. 
Through Guild activities, we make friends with others who share our fascination 
with this art form, add to our knowledge of techniques, improve our skills, find 
solutions for challenges, and share satisfaction in our accomplishments. 

  Meetings are held at 10 a.m. on the second Saturday of each month (except July 
and August) at the Electric Theater in St. George, Utah. Doors open at 9:30 a.m., 
and members are encouraged to come early to sign up for classes and so forth.  

  Workshops are held the third Tuesday of most months. Workshops begin at 10 a.m. 
and offer a time to learn new techniques, work on personal projects, or help with 
Guild philanthropic projects.  

  Check out the Guild website: www.dixiequiltguild.com for more information about 
the many Guild activities. 

  Our organization of over 300 men and women prides itself on supporting the 
community in a variety of ways. Members have made quilts for the Dove Center, 
the Washington Police Department, the Veterans Home, and the Dixie Regional 
Medical Center, including Palliative Care and the Dialysis Center.  

  Membership dues of $20 are due on September 1 for the year running from 
September to the following August. You may join at a Monthly Quilt Guild meeting; 
by sending your application (found on the website) with a check to the Dixie Quilt 
Guild, P.O. Box 2812, St. George, UT 84771; or by using PayPal through the secure 
website. Membership, along with meeting new friends and activities, includes 
access to the website, workshops, and a newsletter emailed. 

  
Contributions and gifts to the Dixie Quilt Guild are deductible for federal income 
tax purposes as charitable contributions. 

  

dix ie  quil t   guil d  inf or mat ion
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f r om  our   sponsor s
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mor e  f r om  our   sponsor s
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