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What is Carol Making?������������������������� Project Sheet

What you need
• Beading wire, such as .018” 16# 12kg
• Old scissors or wire snips
• Needle-nosed pliers
• Necklace clasps; crimp beads
• Assortment of beads that you like
• Small square of felt to arrange the beads

hoW to make the project
1 Cut the wire the length you want your strand to be, plus 

6 inches. Common necklace lengths are 14, 16, and 18 
inches. Set aside. Lay out the piece of felt and arrange 
the beads on the felt in the order that you plan to string 
them. The felt will keep the beads from rolling around. 
Choose the type of clasp that you want to use. There 
are many kinds and all work well. Separate the clasp 
and place one piece at each end of the beads that you 
have on the felt. Place a crimp bead at each end of the 
row of beads beside the clasp piece.

2 Thread one end of the wire through a crimp bead, then 
through one end of the clasp and then back through 
the crimp bead leaving about 1⁄2 inch of the wire tail. 
Using the needle-nosed pliers, squeeze the crimp head 
to keep the wire from slipping out. See Illustration 1, 
right. Start stringing the beads you have laid out on 
the piece of felt in the order that you decided. Thread 
over both wires up to the crimp bead and continue to 
string the beads until you reach the length you like. See 
Illustration 2. End with a crimp bead. Leave at least 
4 inches of wire remaining to attach the other end of 
the clasp. Loop the end of the wire through the other 
end of the clasp and back through the crimp bead. 
Squeeze it with the needle-nose pliers as you did at the 
beginning of your strand. 

3 Feed the wire tail through at least two of the beads and 
cut off the excess with old scissors or wire snips. See 
Illustration 3.

Choose beads in the styles and colors 
that you like and make a stunning 
necklace. 

Pretty Beaded 
Necklaces
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