
Classes Filling Up Fast�
It seems now that the quarantine has lifted everyone is excited to take classes.  Our classes are�
filling up fast.  Leslie’s�Sewcial on June 12� only has 1 spot left.�Jane’s Serger Rotary Ruler�
Bag on July 6 is Full�and the one on� July 16� only has 2 spots available.�Mary’s Beginner’s�
Circle on July 24� only has 2 spots left.  And finally the�Summer Sewing Retreat is FULL� (�but�
you can get on the wait list)�. So please don’t wait to get signed up for any class you may want to�
take..�
Jane has scheduled a couple of classes for the summer�.�Sew Kool 4 Kids� will be a 2-part�
class on�June 24 and 25.� And she has also scheduled a serger class�Serger Rotary Ruler and�
Cutter Bag� with 2 time options,�July 6 or July 16�.  Be sure to check them out later in this news-�
letter.  It’s a good feeling to have Jane back in the classroom!�
It is hard to believe there are only 5 days until the beginning of the�All Iowa Shop Hop�.  Re-�
member the more shops you visit, the more chances for prizes and the more quilt squares you will�
get.  Get you sewing friends together and plan your route(s).�
Pill Bag Help Needed!�You might remember all the pill bags that we have made to send with�
Doctors Without Borders.  We have had another request.  This time for empty prescription bot-�
tles.  Please either remove the label or blacken out your personal information.�Bring them to�
Neal’s� and we will make sure they get to the Doctors!  Thanks in advance for your help!�

Leslie’s Sewcial�It’s always a great time to come to Leslie’s Sewcial for a little help.  You�
choose what project you want to work on.  Bring your project(s), your machine and any supplies�
needed and Leslie will help you along the way.�The next Leslie’s Sewcial will be on�Saturday,�
June 12 or 19.� Get signed up early to reserve your spot . Great time to get that project done you�
have wanted to do but need a little help.�

 is the perfect class if you new to sewing or if you have sewn before�
but need a refresher course.  Beginning quilters also welcome. Let Mary help you in a 'learn as�
you go class' and very informal.  Beginners younger than 12 should be accompanied by an adult�
wanting to learn too.� Next class is�  Sat., July 24.�
Kimberbell Club�is on vacation until September 1.  This club is perfect for all those who have�
an embroidery machine.  Leslie shows a new Kimberbell project each month. Welcome to all�
who own an embroidery machine.  Please call the store to reserve a spot so you can attend this�
FREE demo.�Next Club date is September 1 at 10am or 2pm.�Don’t forget to bring an em-�
broidery stick to get the free design.�

In Stitches With Mary� meets on the�2nd Wednesday of each month at�
10am� or 2pm.�The next In Stitches Club will be on�June 16�.�Which is�
the 3rd Wed this month�This club will be on vacation in July and Au-�
gust. We will see you in September.� Those who attend in person will re-�
ceive directions for all the projects that Mary shows.  Plus I always think�
we learn just as much from each other.  Please bring your projects as well�
as questions to share during class.    Please call and reserve a spot.  We�
have a tab on our website called videos where you can watch past In�
Stitches With Mary videos.�Click here�

http://www.nealsew.com/videos.htm


WELCOME SHOP HOPPERS!!�

20% OFF�
All Regular Priced�

Fabrics�
Including Kits & Precuts�

June 1 thru July 31, 2021�



Leslie's Sewcial is the perfect class for you if you are want-�
ing to finish a project, but you need a little assistance.  Or�
maybe you don't know how to get started on a project you�
have been wanting to make.  Spend all day with Leslie and�
others who love to sew like you�.�
Classes Meet:� Sat., June 12 or 17�
Class Time:� 9am - 3pm� Class Fee $35.00�

This is the perfect class if you new to sewing or have sewn before but need a re-�
fresher course.  Beginning quilters welcome. Let Mary help you at our Beginner's�
Circle Sewing Sessions. This will be a 'learn as you go class' and very informal.�
Bring your sewing machine (with manual) and basic sewing supplies. Whether you�
have a project in mind or need help deciding this class will work for you. Begin-�
ners younger than 12 should be accompanied by an adult wanting to learn too.�
Classes Meet�:�  Sat.,  July 24 at 9:30am - Noon.�
Classes Fee: $20.00�

This is a beginning class for kids (girls and boys) ages 7 to 14*.�
We will be using the book,�Sew Kool 4 Kids�by Martha Pullen�
and her daughter, Joanna.  Multi-sized patterns are included with�
the book. The book is available at Neal’s.  This is a 2 day session.�
The first session, they will make a book cover and a Scrunchie�
and start a skirt, shorts or pants. The second day, they will finish�
their skirt, shorts or pants. If you borrow a machine from the store�
an adult must accompany them, even if the adult does not know�
how to sew�.�

Class Size is limited to 2 students and 1 adult per student. Masks are required for all.�These classes�
fill fast and you must register and pay in advance.�

Classes Meet:� Thursday and Friday June 24 & 25�
Class Time:� 9:30am - 12:30pm� Class Fee $50.00�

This is a beginning serger class to make this handy bag that is a great way to take your�
6 ½ x 24 inch rulers to a class or a retreat and a great way to store them when you are at�
home.  There are two inside pockets.  One pocket for your rotary cutter and one pocket�
for a specialty ruler- 3 x 18 inches that could be lost in the bottom of the bag.  A unique�
handle holds the top of the bag secure.�

Class Size is limited to 3 students.  Masks are required for all.�These classes fill fast�
and you must register and pay in advance.�

Classes Meet:� Tues., July 6   1:00pm - 4pm  OR  Fri., July 16  9:30am - 12:30pm�
Class Fee: $25.00�



Leslie's FREE demo showcases a new Kimberbell ma-�
chine embroidery project each month.  If you have an�
embroidery machine you will want to attend this club.�
Call to make a reservation for either session.� Don’t for-�
get your embroidery stick if you want the free design.�
Next meeting,�Wed., September 1�
Classes Meet:�1st Wed of the Month�10am or 2pm�
Class Fee: FREE�
Kimberbell Club will take a summer hiatus for July and August.�

Each month Mary will show a project or two geared toward all sewists.�
There is no need for a special sewing machine to complete her projects.�
Come in person and for your $5.00 fee, you will get directions for all the�
projects!  Her May projects are shown to the left.   If you would like the�
written directions Mary will be happy to provide them just send $5.00 per�
project to Mary Maurer at 309 E 2nd St., Muscatine, IA 52761 and spec-�
ify which project you want directions for.  Next meeting:�Wed., June 16�
(note it is the 3rd Wednesday)  in person!  10am or 2pm�
In Stitches will take a summer hiatus for July and August.�

How to Square Up Fabric for Cutting�
When it comes to quilting, almost all patterns are�
written using a ¼” seam allowance. If you come�
from a garment sewing background and are used to�
a 5/8” seam allowance this can seem small, but�
Heather Thomas explains why the ¼” seam allow-�
ance is used.�
Quarter Inch�
When piecing a quilt there is no need for a larger�
seam allowance because the seams are not going to�
be subject to wear and tear like a garment. Also, if�
quilted properly, the seams will be reinforced when�
the quilt top is quilted. Because of this it is also less�

important if all of your seams are perfect. Heather Thomas explains that while you want to always try and�
sew using and accurate ¼” seam allowance, there are times when a scant or chunky seam allowance can�
be used. A scant seam allowance means that you are stitching just under ¼” whereas a chunky seam al-�
lowance means you are stitching just over a ¼”. Heather shows the backside of a quilt she has pieced and�
explains how she used one of those seam allowances to help better fit several units together.�
Stretching and Easing�
While you may be striving to stitch a perfect ¼” seam allowance all of the time, sometimes it doesn’t al-�
ways happen. Rather than have to tear out a seam with seam rippers and re-stitch it, Heather explains how�
you can using a stretching or easing technique to ‘fix’ the seam. This works great if you need to fix one or�
two seams in a project, however if you are finding that you are needing to do this often you may want to�
reevaluate your stitching technique. Measure your ¼” foot to ensure you are lining up at the right spot or�
make a mark on your machine throat plate that you can line your fabric up on every time.�

https://www.nationalquilterscircle.com/video/seam-allowance-quilting-%C2%BC-seams-012111/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=a6198&vsoid=A6189#





