
New Fabrics Arriving�
Ginger has informed me we have a new collection from�
Moda called�Sanctuary�.  Currently we have the Jelly�
Rolls and many of the fabrics in bolts.  These fabrics are�
just what we need to brighten our spring.  Come in and�
take a look.  I’m sure they will inspire all kinds of project�
ideas!�

TAX DAY!�Did�that put you in a panic?  Well not to�
worry.  This year we have been given another month to�
procrastinate doing our federal taxes.  Just had to give you�
a start. Lol  Enjoy the day!�

Leslie’s Sewcial�New year, new projects?  A great time�
to come to Leslie’s Sewcial for a little help.�The next Leslie’s Sewcial will be on�Saturday,�
April 17.�  Get signed up early to reserve your spot . Great time to get that project done you have�
wanted to do but need a little help.�

Kimberbell Club�is perfect for all those who have an embroidery machine.  Leslie shows a new�
Kimberbell project each month.  Due to Covid restrictions we have to limit attendance, so  please�
call the store to attend this FREE demo.�Next Club date is May 5 at 10am or 2pm.�Don’t for-�
get to bring an embroidery stick to get the free design.�

In Stitches With Mary�is a club that meets on the�
2nd Wednesday of each month at 10am� or 2pm.�
The next In Stitches Club will be on�May 12�.�
Those who attend in person will receive directions�
for all the projects that Mary shows.  Plus I always�
think we learn just as much from each other.  Please�
bring your projects as well as questions to share dur-�
ing class.    We still have to restrict the numbers, so�
please call and reserve a spot.   In case you have not�
checked it out lately, We have a new tab on our�
website called videos. There are several past In�
Stitches With Mary videos to watch.�Click here�to�
check them out.�

March Projects�

March Projects�

http://www.nealsew.com/videos.htm


Leslie's Sewcial is the perfect class for you if you are want-�
ing to finish a project, but you need a little assistance.  Or�
maybe you don't know how to get started on a project you�
have been wanting to make.  Spend all day with Leslie and�
others who love to sew like you�.�
Classes Meet:� Sat., April 17�
Class Time:� 9am - 3pm� Class Fee $35.00�

Leslie's FREE demo showcases a new Kimberbell ma-�
chine embroidery project each month.  If you have an�
embroidery machine you will want to attend this club.�
Due to health restrictions, we have to limit attendance so�
it is imperative that you call to make a reservation for�
either session.� Don’t forget your embroidery stick if�
you want the free design.�
Next meeting,�Wed., May 5�
Classes Meet:�1st Wed of the Month�10am or 2pm� Class Fee: FREE�

Each month Mary will show a project or two geared toward all sewists.�
There is no need for a special sewing machine to complete her proj-�
ects.  Come in person and for your $5.00 fee, you will get directions�
for all the projects!  Don’t forgetHer March projects are shown to the�
left.�The May Club will continue to be in person so be sure to call�
and reserve your spot!�.    If you would like the written directions Mary�
will be happy to provide them just send $5.00 per project to Mary�
Maurer at 309 E 2nd St., Muscatine, IA 52761 and specify which proj-�
ect you want directions for.  Next meeting:�Wed., May 12  in person!�
10am or 2pm�

Are you new to sewing?? Have you sewn before but need a refresher�
course?? Has Pinterest piqued your interest in trying some projects but�
not sure how to get started?? Beginning quilters welcom.? Let Mary help�
you at our Beginner's Circle Sewing Sessions.? This will be a 'learn as�
you go class' and very informal.? Bring your sewing machine (with man-�
ual) and basic sewing supplies such as scissors, pins, ruler and yes, the�
dreaded seam ripper.? If you have a project in mind, bring that too, or we�
can help you find your needed supplies in our store. Beginners younger�
than 12 should be accompanied by an adult wanting to learn too.??�
Classes Meet:�  Sat., April 24 at 9:30am - Noon.�
Classes Fee: $20.00�

March Projects!!!�



How to Make a Baby Bib and�
Swaddle Blanket�

These baby bibs and swaddles can be completed in less than an hour from start to finish, and they are�
always handy to have laying around the house (they make great baby shower gifts, too).�

Swaddle Blanket Supplies�
Fabrics (1 1/2 yd each):�
Beep Embrace® Double Gauze Snow�
Lucky Star Embrace® Double Gauze Saltwater�
10 Ounce Terry Cloth Snow or Waffle Cloth White�
Notions/Supplies:�
45mm rotary cutter�
90/14 stretch machine needle�
Fabric folding pen - Clover�
Flower head pins - Clover�
Iron�
Micro serrated scissors�
Polyester thread�
Self-healing cutting mat�
Spray starch - Mary Ellen’s Best Press�
Stiletto and pressing tool�
Swaddle blanket pattern -�Click Here�
Walking foot�

Baby Bib Supplies�
1/2 yard of Cuddle® minky plush fabric or Em-�
brace® double gauze; or a 12”x17” piece of each�
(in the video we used Spotosaurus Embrace® Co-�
balt and Rosie Cuddle® Mallard)�
1/2 yard or a 12”x17” piece of terry cloth�
Rotary cutter, ruler, and cutting mat�
Sewing machine with a walking or even-feed foot�
Thread to match�
90/14 stretch sewing machine needle�
Pins�
Felt-tip marker�
Basic sewing supplies�
Wonder clips�
Small scissors�
Pattern�Click Here�

To watch a video on how to make both�Click Here�

https://www.shannonfabrics.com/download_patterns/SwaddleBlanketPattern.pdf
https://blog.shannonfabrics.com/hubfs/Shannon%20Fabrics%20Burp%20Cloth.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9AUqG35FpeA


Choosing the Best Sewing Machine Needle�
(I found this from National Quilting Circle.  I don’t think we can ever have too much infor-�
mation about the supplies we use in sewing.  Laura Roberts has a video explaining all of�
these as well.  Just click on the link to watch the video.  It’s less than 6 minutes and well�
worth your time).�

There are many different sewing machine needles on the market today and many have specific�
uses. Laura Roberts teaches you about several different types of needles and explains how to�
choose the best sewing machine needles for any project.�

Needle Size�
No matter what type of needle you choose, it will be available in different sizes. Laura explains�
the difference between American and European sizing and shows where the sizes can be found�
on the needle package. Whether you go by the American or European size, the larger the num-�
ber the bigger the needle. American needle sizes range from 8 to 18, while European sizes range�
from 60 to 110.�

Needle Types�
Sewing machine needles come in many varieties. Laura walks you through several and explains�
what are the best sewing machine needles to use for various fabrics and threads.�

Universal� – This is one of the most commonly used needles and is generally the needle that�
comes with the sewing machine. It has a slightly rounded point and can be used on both knit�
and woven fabric.�
Jean/Denim� – This needle has a very sharp point and is best used for denim, jean or other�
heavyweight fabric. Laura explains that it is also good to use if stitching through multiple layers�
of fabric.�
Ball Point� – This needle has a slightly rounded tip and is best used on knit fabrics. Laura ex-�
plains how this type of needle can help eliminate runs or puckers in the fabric.�
Metallic/Topstitch� – Both of these needles have a larger eye. Laura shows how this is not only�
helpful when sewing with metallic thread, but also with other quilting thread that is thicker and�
may shred when going through the eye of a smaller needle.�
New Needles�
Even if you are using the best sewing machine needles for your project, it’s also important to be�
using a new, sharp needle. Laura suggests to change out your needle with each new projects to�
ensure the best quality stitches.�

https://www.nationalquilterscircle.com/video/choosing-the-best-sewing-machine-needles-009208/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=a6198&vsoid=A6189#

