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Foot #83

Circular Embroidery 
Attachment

An attachment for most 
BERNINA (legacy and classic 
editions) for sewing in circles 

with any stitch on your machine



How to install the 
attachment:

• Within the box you will find a booklet of 
detailed instructions, the flat metal 
attachment, a special screwdriver and 
two flat head set screws (one is a 
spare).

• There is a small screw hole on the bed 
of the machine, close to the throat plate. 
The metal attachment has a 
corresponding hole. Line up the holes, 
place the set screw in these holes and 
use the special screwdriver to fasten the 
attachment to the machine. 

• Do not over-tighten the screw. 
• The flat head of the screw allows 

the fabric to smoothly slide over the 
attachment.



The 
Positioning Pin

• The metal attachment has a sharp, positioning pin with a rubber cap. The cap protects your 
fingers from the sharp pin and holds the fabric in place on the attachment. 

• The positioning pin is attached to a black tab with grooves. There are notches along the 
metal bar for locking the pin in place. 

• The positioning pin can be adjusted to the desired size circle you want to sew. Press on the 
black tab to gently slide the setting pin. Do not push or pull on the pin to make the size 
adjustment because it can become bent or dislodged.



• The distance from the setting pin 
to the sewing machine needle is 
the radius of the circle.

• Radius: Diameter of the circle 
you want to stitch / number in 
half

• Adjust the setting pin accordingly

Presser Foot #83 is capable of circles from 1 ½” to 10”

What size can I do?



Clockwise or Counter-Clockwise?



• When sewing counter-
clockwise, the stitching will be 
on the inside of the circle; 
when sewing clockwise, the 
stitching will be on the 
outside of the circle.

• This directional option opens 
creative possibilities that can 
be achieved. You can use a 
different decorative stitch for 
the inside and outside 
stitching or the same stitch on 
both the inside and outside of 
a circle.



Circular 
Embroidery 
Techniques



Basic Circles
Simple circles sewn with a 
straight stitch are the easiest 
and fastest circles to stitch.
They can be used as design 
elements, quilting motifs and as 
the basis of circular applique. 



Fancy Circles
Almost any stitch can be used 
to sew circles using the 
BERNINA Circular Embroidery 
Attachment.



Circular Applique
Create circular applique 
designs with a 2-step process:
1. Stitch a straight stitch circle 
on a swatch of fabric, sewing it 
to a background fabric, then 
trimming away the excess. 
2. The straight stitch is then 
covered by a satin or other 
decorative stitch to finish the 
applique.



Couching
Pintucks
Bobbinwork
Sashiko
Beading 

Almost any stitch, any presser foot, 
and any technique can be used with 
the circular embroidery attachment. 
Stitch the technique in the same way
you would if you were not using the
circular embroidery attachment.



Circular 
Lettering

Writing in the round is easy!
Simply program the desired 
lettering into the memory of the 
sewing machine.

With the Circular Embroidery 
Attachment, the words will stitch 
in the round rather than in a 
straight line.



Tips for success with the 
Circular Embroidery Attachment



1.Use the extension table with your machine 
to provide a large, flat, working surface for 
your project.

2.To create a flat circle, use a stabilizer on 
the back side of your fabric. Use a fusible 
stabilizer or basting spray to hold the fabric 
and stabilizer together. Adequate 
stabilization is an important factor in 
successfully stitching circles.

3.Use the rubber cap to hold the fabric in 
place.

4.Select a utility or decorative stitch. Choose 
the appropriate presser foot for the stitch. 
Adjust the length and width settings of the 
stitch as desired.



4.Always make a sample before stitching the 
decorative circle on your project. The fabric 
will rotate around the positioning pin. Do 
not pull or push the fabric. It will feed itself 
in the circle.

5.To make concentric circles, start with the 
smallest circle & work your way to the 
largest circle. Place the setting pin in the 
same center position on the fabric for each 
circle.

6.Re-set the pin at least two notches apart 
on the attachment bar for equal spacing of 
the concentric rings. Change the thread 
colors & stitches to add interest.

7.When stitching decorative stitches in a 
circle, slide the black tab to an odd-
numbered notch (counting from the one 
closest to the needle). The stitch patterns 
will almost always match when using ODD 
numbered notches (1,3 5, etc)



8. When you are finished with the circles, 
place the project face down on a fine towel or 
pressing mat. Spritz a little water on the 
project and heat set it from the back side with 
an iron set on medium heat. The cushion of 
the towel helps the stitches to remain slightly 
raised on the front. The center pin hole will 
disappear during this process and the project 
will lay nice and smooth.
9. To help patterns match at the end, engage 
the Pattern End function when nearing the 
end of the circle.
10. Use the balances function, pattern 
elongation, or stitch length to adjust the size 
of the last motif as needed.



Pattern Begin and Pattern End

Pattern Begin: This function appears, when the sewing computer is stopped while sewing a 
single pattern or a pattern combination 
Touch the icon and the selected stitch pattern or program is set to pattern begin 

Pattern End:
• Press button before or during sewing of a combination, the active pattern of the 

combination is secured at the end, with the selected number of stitches programmed 
• A stop symbol which appears during sewing indicates that the function is activated



Pattern Elongation

Elongation allows you to increase or decrease the length of 
an entire stitch pattern to the size that you need, and it will 
not affect the density of the stitch.

This feature is not available for every stitch and not available 
on every machine.



Three tools that I can’t 
live without when 
using decorative 

stitches



Resources:

• The Circular Embroidery Attachment
• Circular Embroidery Attachment Tips and Techniques
• Circle Tree Quilt
• Just Sew It: Sewing Circles E-book
• Circular Embroidery and Quilting
• Make Yo-Yos with Circular Embroidery Attachment
• Circular Embroidery Applique

https://weallsew.com/the-bernina-circular-embroidery-attachment/
https://weallsew.com/circular-embroidery/
https://weallsew.com/how-to-make-a-circle-tree-quilt-by-gayle-schliemann/?utm_source=weallsew&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=post_circular_embroidery_linky_post
https://www.bernina.com/en-US/Learn-Create-US/Projects/Accessory-Projects/Accessories-ebooks/Just-SEW-It-Sewing-Circles?utm_source=weallsew&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=post_circular_embroidery_linky_post&_ga=2.269087665.1573606594.1621022536-1585950031.1574040071
https://weallsew.com/how-to-use-your-circular-embroidery-attachment-as-a-quilting-tool/?utm_source=weallsew&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=post_circular_embroidery_linky_post
https://weallsew.com/how-to-create-yo-yos-with-the-bernina-circular-embroidery-attachment/?utm_source=weallsew&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=post_circular_embroidery_linky_post
https://weallsew.com/circular-applique-the-easy-way/?utm_source=weallsew&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=post_circular_embroidery_linky_post
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