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Why do I need or want to label my quilt?

• Preserve the heritage of your quilts for future generations
• Every quilt has a story, so every quilt should have a label that conveys 

its story.
• Quilters are artists, and an artist must sign their work.
• Quilt labels can be as simple as a signature or as elaborate as a two-

page story.



What should I put on the label?

• These are just ideas and not all of them need to be included
• who made the quilt
• the quilt pattern name
• date and place where it was completed
• whom the quilt was given to
• the occasion, such as a graduation, retirement, or anniversary, that prompted 

the making of the quilt
• care instructions



Incorporate one or more extra blocks 
from the quilt top into the label.

Express your 
creativity!



Frame the label

• Use leftover fabric or binding to frame/border the 
center label information.

• For a framed finish, bind the label edges like a mini 
quilt. Sew leftover binding from the quilt around the 
label edges, then turn the binding over the edge to 
the wrong side. 



Wanna make 
sure it can’t be 
removed?

To ensure a label can't easily 
be removed from the quilt, 
stitch the label to the backing 
fabric and quilt through it.



No one said it had to be square!



Tips for writing on fabric:
• Choose a smooth-surface, 100%-cotton fabric. Permanent ink pens perform better on all-cotton fabrics than on 

blends.

• Select fabric in a color that allows the ink to show. Avoid white-on-white prints because the pattern is painted on the 
fabric rather than dyed into it.

• Prewash your fabric (cotton fabrics usually contain sizing, which acts as a barrier to ink penetration).

• Purchase pens that have permanent ink and are made for use on fabric. A fine point (size 01, .25 millimeter) writes 
delicately and is less likely to bleed as it writes. Lines can be made thicker by going over them more than once. For 
larger letters or numbers, a size 05 (.45 millimeter) pen works well. Pigma pens are our preferred pen

• Test the pen on a fabric sample, then follow the manufacturer's directions for setting the ink. Wait 24 hours for the ink 
to set, then wash the sample as you would the quilt. The extra time it takes to run such a test will pay off in years of 
durability.

• Practice on fabric scraps first. Write slowly and with a lighter touch than you would normally use when writing on 
paper. This allows time for the ink to flow into the fabric and lets you control the letters.

• Stabilize the fabric and create guidelines for words with freezer paper. To do so, cut a piece of freezer paper bigger 
than the label. Use a ruler and a thick black marker to draw evenly spaced lines on the freezer paper's dull side. Press 
the shiny side of the freezer paper to the fabric's wrong side with a hot dry iron. After marking on the fabric, peel off 
the freezer-paper guide.



Don’t like your 
handwriting?

Design it on the computer and then print it out!

FREE an online user-friendly graphic design program



Iron On Labels

Color or add hand embroidery to accent



Embroider it!

Embroidery Online has a large collection of embroidery quilt
Labels that you can stitch and then write in the information.

Or if you own software, you can add you lettering*

Click here to see some of the label designs

*Note on software and lettering….be very careful with small lettering. Be sure to pay
attention to minimum and maximum size limitations for optimal results.

https://embroideryonline.com/memorable-quilt-labels/?aff=321258
https://embroideryonline.com/shop?search_query=quilt+label&aff=321258
https://embroideryonline.com/shop?search_query=quilt+label&aff=321258


Unique label ideas



Using your sewing machine lettering



Don’t feel like doing all that? 
Just write direction onto the backing or quilt it in.



Fantastic Tip

• Tuck some leftover fabric behind the label, just in case the 
quilt gets damaged and needs to be repaired in the 
future; the fabric will be readily available. 

• Write the quilt information directly on the quilt, under the 
label, just in case the label should come off and is lost.



References

• Material Girls Amazon Shop (with all the supplies we talked about today)

• BERNINA Combi Mode Tutorial
• BERNINA Quilt Label Tutorial
• Quick Label Method- Stitch n Turn
• Sassafras Lane Triangle Corner Label Tutorial
• Electric Quilt Users Label Tutorial 
• Creative Label Ideas
• Quilt Label Sayings and Quote Ideas
• Canva Tutorial

https://a.co/bwZf3yE
https://weallsew.com/diy-customized-key-wristlet/
https://weallsew.com/dont-forget-the-quilt-label/
https://www.quiltingdaily.com/a-quick-quilt-label-method-quilty-pleasures-blog/
https://sassafras-lane.com/blogs/news/9612445-sewology-sunday-easy-quilt-label
https://doyoueq.com/blog/2021/11/label-those-quilts/
https://suzyquilts.com/4-creative-ways-to-label-a-quilt/
https://newquilters.com/quilt-label-sayings-and-quotes-for-all-occasions/
https://www.diaryofaquilter.com/how-to-make-a-personalized-quilt-label-with-a-photo/
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