


Quilt Borders
LET’S GET THE QUILT TO LAY FLAT!
USING THE PROPER METHOD TO PUT BORDERS ON YOUR QUILTS IS ESSENTIAL FOR ACCURACY!



Photos from: https://cookingupquilts.com/the-importance-of-correctly-adding-borders-to-a-quilt/

You may not notice it so much when looking at it draped across 
your sewing table or holding it up



BUT your longarm quilter will find it quick!



What causes 
wavy borders?

The quilt top is longer or wider 
around the edges than it is the 
middle.

Instead of a square or a 
rectangle, think of a subtle 
curved hourglass shape. 



Photos from: https://cookingupquilts.com/the-importance-of-correctly-adding-borders-to-a-quilt/

Let’s look at this quilt top again:

The bottom measures 73.5”
The center measures 72” 

The top measures 73”



Sooooo….
How do I keep it from 

happening? 



Do you slap and sew, or 
do you measure and cut? 



Wonky Borders

This usually happens when the “SLAP and SEW” technique is 
used. The border is put right sides together to the body of the 

quilt, sewn into place, then trimmed. The border is NOT 
MEASURED, NOT cut to the size of the quilt body, and NOT 

pinned in place before sewing.



Let’s do it right!



Applying Borders Correctly

1. Determine the length of the quilt border by measuring across the center of the 
quilt, and about half-way between the center and the raw edge. (at least 6” 
in from the edge) NOTE: If there is more than 1/2” difference, square the top again, or look for 
problems in the piecing that need to be fixed before adding the border.

2. Take these measurements and find the average. (Focus on that center 
measurement)

3. Cut two border pieces that length. 

4. Divide the border piece and the corresponding quilt edge into quarters and 
mark with pins. 

5. Pin the border piece to the quilt edge, matching pins, easing or stretching in 
the fullness as needed. 

6. Sew and press. 

7 Repeat for other side  



Applying Borders Correctly

1. Determine the width of the quilt border by measuring across the 
center of the quilt, measuring from the raw edge of the (just applied) 
border to the raw edge of the (just applied) border. Measure again 
about halfway between the center and the raw edge. 

2. Take these measurements and find the average. 

3. Cut two border pieces that length. 

4. Divide the border piece and the corresponding quilt edge into 
quarters and mark with pins. 

5. Pin the border piece to the quilt edge, matching pins, easing or 
stretching in the fullness as needed. 

6. Sew and press. 

7. Repeat for other side. 



Resources

These are great blog posts on quilt border constructions

https://frommycarolinahome.com/2014/02/09/quilt-borders-tutorial-understanding-the-why/

https://frommycarolinahome.com/2017/01/08/another-lesson-on-measuring-borders/

https://madamsew.com/blogs/sewing-blog/beginning-quilting-adding-borders-to-a-quilt-top

https://frommycarolinahome.com/2014/02/09/quilt-borders-tutorial-understanding-the-why/
https://frommycarolinahome.com/2017/01/08/another-lesson-on-measuring-borders/
https://madamsew.com/blogs/sewing-blog/beginning-quilting-adding-borders-to-a-quilt-top


Never underestimate the value of your 
longarmer’s magic!!
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