
 

 

 

  
Established 1998.  Veteran Owned 
 

August 2020 Newsletter 

 

Hours 

Mon – Fri   10 am - 5:30 pm 

Saturday    10 am - 5:00 pm 
 

Location 

101 Central Avenue 

Great Falls, MT 59404 
 

Contact  

(406) 727-1757 

jw@bigskyquilts.com 

Store Updates 

In adherence to the Governor’s policy, we ask that all who enter Big Sky Quilts to please wear a mask.   

We continue to do curbside pickup and mail order deliveries via phone, website or email. (shipped orders will 

incur shipping costs) 

Please consider how you are feeling BEFORE you venture into the store.  If you are not feeling well, or have a 

fever, sore throat, or cough, please stay home.  Help us protect our other customers and staff. 

Upon entry to our store, please use the hand sanitizer on the table. Please maintain 6 feet of social distancing 

between customers.  Along with regular cleaning, we are wiping down door handles, classroom tables, common 

surfaces, bathrooms, and machines multiple times each day. We have instituted the use of commercial air 

purifiers and are washing our hands constantly to keep ourselves healthy and ready to serve you.  

We also still have elastic in stock for you mask makers. We have 1/4 white, 1/8 black and even a super soft 

white latex free elastic.   

 

 

 

Both my husband and I served over 20 years in the Army. In 1988, suggested to 

my husband, that we should start a quilt shop that would build on my sewing 

experience. I did not tell him I was taking up membership in a tight group of 

individuals whose loyalty to one another makes motorcycle gang members seem 

uncommitted.  

I now see my life mission is to try all new gadgets, thread, and accessories to sort 

out each item and get the best in the hands of each quilter. This journey has 

allowed me to develop such skills as stuffing flat rate priority packages with fabric 

that is equivalent to me trying to fit in my jeans I wore in high school. We are 

obsessive about fabric. We pour over patterns, and delight in seeing each other’s 

creations. Some of us are even quite competitive about these things.  

 

Computers, electronics, and digital devices have made their way into the sewing, quilting, and embroidery 

industry. We have Janome, Brother, and Handi Quilter Longarm machines since 2001, that take you to 

another level in the pursuit of creating quilts. They typically provide greater options for creativity, higher levels 

of productivity, and unique methods for accomplishing tasks. Some new methods have even facilitated the 

process of creating new types of items previously not possible.  

Big Sky Quilts was the first to program the Handi Quilter Longarm to accept and enlarge machine embroidery 

designs. 



 

  What’s New 
We have received the ENTIRE LINE of Luxe Cuddle extra wide (80 inches) from Shannon Fabrics.   
 
Regular price $25.99, Big Sky Quilts price ONLY $22.99 per yard and 18 beautiful colors to choose from! 
  
 
 

 

Shannon exclusive, Studio-designed digitally printed Cuddle Minky fabric has a smooth, ultra-soft surface and 

2.5mm pile. The digital printing results in stunning color and sharpness.  Suitable for quilting, plush toys, baby 

accessories, pillows and cuddly throw blankets. Below are just a few of the designs we carry.  Come see us for 

more Minky selections! 100% Polyester.  60 inches wide. 

Regular price $23.99, Big Sky Quilts price ONLY $19.99 per yard! 
 
 

Click the link below to see the colors up close and then come see us when you are ready to purchase for 
your next quilting project. 
 
https://www.shannonfabrics.com/index.php?main_page=advanced_search_result&search_in_description=1&
keyword=wide+back 
 
 

https://www.shannonfabrics.com/index.php?main_page=advanced_search_result&search_in_description=1&keyword=wide+back
https://www.shannonfabrics.com/index.php?main_page=advanced_search_result&search_in_description=1&keyword=wide+back


 

 

  

Upcoming Classes & Open Sew 

 Due to the continued rise in cases and uncertainty of the future of the Corona Virus, we have chosen to 

continue to hold off on classes for a little while longer.  As mentioned earlier, the health and safety of our 

customers and our staff is our top priority.   

The classroom will be available for Open Sew every Wednesday from 1:00 – 8:00. Quilters can come anytime 

during those hours and work on their current projects. Sewing stations, cutting tables and irons are available for 

your use. Bring your own machine or use one of our classroom machines. You will need to purchase needles 

and bobbins if you are using a classroom machine or bring needed accessories with your machine.  There is 

plenty of room in the classroom for social distancing or you can wear your mask. Please call the shop at (406) 

727-1757 to ensure the classroom is available. 

 

 

We also carry matching cottons to coordinate with the Minky!  You could make a beautiful quilt with the above 

cottons and use coordinating Minky fabric for the backing!!! 



 

 

  

Simple to stitch and very giftable, our Take a Peek! 

Zipper Pouches are made from Sweet as Candy Colored 

Vinyl, Embroidery Leather, and colorful Lace Zippers. 

Each size features its own unique quilting pattern and is 

fully lined, stitched in two hoopings, and finished on a 

sewing machine! 

Mix and match with our new Sweet as Candy Vinyl to make your own fresh and vibrant color combinations! 

The vintage brass pull on each Lace Zipper adds the perfect touch while keeping everything neatly in place. 

 

Click below or cut and paste into your browser to learn more about KimberBell at Big Sky Quilts: 

https://www.bigskyquilts.com/shop/Machine-Embroidery/KimberBell/p/Kimberbell-Take-a-Peek-Zipper-Pouch-

CD-KD590-PRE-ORDER-x51020776.htm 

https://www.bigskyquilts.com/shop/Machine-Embroidery/KimberBell/p/Kimberbell-Take-a-Peek-Zipper-Pouch-CD-KD590-PRE-ORDER-x51020776.htm
https://www.bigskyquilts.com/shop/Machine-Embroidery/KimberBell/p/Kimberbell-Take-a-Peek-Zipper-Pouch-CD-KD590-PRE-ORDER-x51020776.htm


 

 

  
Let the adventure begin" with Kimberbell's The Snuggle 

is Real collection! Sweetly designed for babies and 

toddlers, each of the 14 designs can be made in both 

4x4 and 5x7 hoops and include a variety of techniques 

such as Vinyl, Embroidery Leather, Applique Glitter, 

decorative stitching, and more. 

Whether you’re expecting someone “new to the crew” 

or looking for a gift idea, The Snuggle is Real is just the 

right formula.  

 

Sweetly designed for babies and toddlers, each of the 14 patterns include a variety of techniques such as 

vinyl, embroidery leather, applique glitter, decorative stitching, and more. 

https://www.bigskyquilts.com/shop/c/p/Kimberbell-The-Snuggle-is-Real-Petite-Applique-CD-x50913964.htm 

 

https://www.bigskyquilts.com/shop/c/p/Kimberbell-The-Snuggle-is-Real-Petite-Applique-CD-x50913964.htm


  

Stop into Bella’s Boo-tique for their grand opening, then rest a spell beneath a spooky old tree. The boo-berry 

pie from Broomhilda’s Bakery is simply “to die for.” Enjoy a slice, then pop into the Candy Corn Quilt Shoppe!  

The Twilight Boo-levard Bench Pillow has fairy lights, Embroidery Leather, buttons, mylar, and more, 

our Twilight Boo-levard Bench Pillow Embellishment Kit is so enchanting, it’s almost scary! 



 

  

shop 
tax 

free! 
 

FabShop Hop (a Virtual Shopping Experience) 

That all purchases in our store are TAX FREE??? 

 

That we match pricing with what we find on the internet?? 

Most of our fabrics are 20% less than regular retail prices!!   

We are an authorized dealer for Handi Quilter, Janome and Brother sewing and embroidery 

machines. We have sewing machines in our store for you to come in and try out before you 

buy. Our goal is to help you in choosing the most appropriate machine for your needs. 

We have Certified Technicians onsite to maintain and repair Brother, Janome, and Handi 

Quilter sewing and embroidery machines. 

Need to complete your quilt? We offer long arm services. Please call or email with your 

questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The concept behind the virtual shop hop is exactly the same as taking a fabric shopping trip by car. On the 

"virtual" shop hop, however, you'll leave the car in the garage and can even shop in your jammies! You will 

have a month to get around to over 100 of the sites to find the "YouFoundIt" Bunnies to qualify to win prizes.  

To join the hop, go to the FabShop Hop website to register:  https://www.fabshophop.com/registration.asp 

 

 

 

 

Participating websites will display the Bunny logo for the current Hop on their home page. Each Hop will have a 

different color background along with the dates of the Hop. You can find a list of this year's planned Hops on 

the When To Hop page under the FabShop Hops tab. You can view the current Hop's Bunny logo and 

YouFoundIt bunny on FabShop Hop's home page.  Can you find the bunny on Big Sky Quilts website????   

 

 

 

 

Happy Hopping! 

 

By visiting the sites during the Hop month, you'll have an opportunity to 

explore your "soon to be favorite" fabric/quilt shops and design studios as 

you qualify for random prize drawings.  To begin, Select the FabShop Hops 

tab from the top menu, then select the List of Shops from the dropdown 

menu. On the List of Shops page, you will find a list of all the sites 

participating in this month's FabShop Hop. Scroll down to the list. Select the 

first letter of your last name to jump to your starting point. 

Did You Know?? 

https://www.fabshophop.com/registration.asp
https://www.fabshophop.com/registration.asp
https://www.fabshophop.com/hop_when.asp
https://www.fabshophop.com/


Features: 

Superior Plus Feed System (SFS+) 
7-piece feed dog 
Extended needle plate 
Easy convenience 
 

Included Accessories: 

• Extension table 

• Bobbins 

• Spool pin felt 

• Needle set 

• Additional spool pin 

• Satin stitch foot  

• Zipper foot  

• Automatic buttonhole foot  

• Overedge foot  

• Blind hem foot  

• ¼ seam foot  

• Custom crafted zigzag foot F2 

• Seam ripper (Buttonhole opener) 

• Screwdriver key 

• Lint brush 

• Small spool holder 

• Large spool holder 

• Spool stand 

• instruction Manual 

• Hard cover 

• Power cord 

• Foot control 

 

Specifications: 
 
Machine Dimensions: 15 x 8.5 x 7 inches 
Machine Weight: 12.5 pounds 
Work Space: 6.8 x 4.5 inches 
Maximum Stitch Length: 5mm 
Maximum Stitch Width: 7mm 
Inches Right of Needle: 6.5 inches 

  

Machine Special!! 

Designed with quilters in mind, the Janome 3160QDC-T offers the experience of a more expensive model at a pleasing 
price. This lightweight, computerized machine is a great option for avid quilters who prefer a simpler machine or want 
portability so they can quilt on the go. 

The Janome 3160QDC-T offers 60 built-in stitches, including 6 1-step buttonhole stitches, all depicted in a stitch diagram on 
the machine. The large LED screen and push buttons make it easy to select and modify stitches. It also includes other time-
saving features like needle up/down position memory, lock stitch, easy reverse, and a start/stop button. The 3160QDC-T is 
easy to thread using its built-in threading feature and numbered threading path. 

Especially suited for quilting, the 3160QDC-T has a 7-piece feed dog, drop feed, and Janome’s Superior Feed System. This 
ensures the correct advancement of all fabrics, from delicate to some heavier types, even multiple layers of fabric. It also 
has adjustable foot pressure. 

Weighing only 14 pounds and with a convenient fold-down handle on top, the Janome 3160QDC-T can be easily transported. 
It has a convertible free arm design with an accessory compartment in the table and comes with an additional extension 
table for a bigger workspace. It also comes with a hardcover. The machine runs quietly and is very stable in spite of its 
smaller size and weight. 

Additional accessories that come with this model include 7  

different all-purpose and quilting presser feet, a supply of  

bobbins and needles to start with, maintenance and cleaning  

tools, and more. The bonus quilting kit adds 3 more presser  

feet including a quilting walking foot, quilt and cloth guides. 

 
The Janome 3160QDC-T is protected by Janome’s 25-year  
Mechanical parts warranty, a 5-year warranty on electrical parts, and  
a 1-year warranty on labor. 

The Janome 3160QDC-T   Full Sized Features - In A Portable Quilting Machine! 

 



 

 

  



 

You can create a shining star with no Y-seams with Tula Pink and Jaybird Quilts! The Nebula Block of the Month (BOM) will 

become your new favorite!  

Join us as we create this engaging 12-point star! This pattern is  
easy and effortless thanks to Jaybird Quilts.  
 
This BOM program runs from January 2021 to July 2021 

 and ships in three installments. 

 

Quilt Size: Finished size is: 97” x 96” (Queen) 
 
Techniques: Traditional piecing  
 
Difficulty:   Beginner to Intermediate  
 
You will stitch nine unique blocks designed by Jaybird Quilts that create a stunning 12-point star. The star has no Y-seams, 
making the piecing of this star a cinch for beginners to intermediate quilters! Connecting three fabrics at the same point has 
never been easier. 
 
The block of the month includes 81 fabrics from Tula Pink True Colors, Tula Pink Solids and HomeMade fabrics needed to 
create the 97” x 96” quilt top and binding. The Jaybird Quilts Booklet, Nebula, is included in the program and includes full-
size templates. 
 
This program will ship in three shipments; January 2021, April 2021 and July 2021.   
 

 In January 2021, you will receive – Fat Eighths for months 1 - 4, 2.7 yards of Tula Pink fabric, 1.16 yards of Tula 

Pink Solids, the Nebula Booklet with instruction inserts for each block and the Nebula Finishing Booklet. Full sized 

templates.  

 In April 2021 - Fat Eighths for months 5 - 9, 4.77 yards of Tula Pink fabric and .903 yards of Tula Pink Solids 

 In July 2021 - 9.125 yards of Tula Pink fabric for the quilt top background and binding 

Price is $94.98 for each shipment, for a total of $284.98  
 
Program and membership fee are non-cancelable.   

Not included, but available to add on:  Rulers: The Super Sidekick Ruler $27.95.  

The Hex 'N More Ruler $24.95. 

 

Quilt backing is not included (You will need 9.25 yards of 42" wide, or 3.5 yards  
of 108" wide) 
 
Reserve your spot now! Reservations are required. 

A $50 non-refundable reservation fee required. Reservation fee will be placed toward full BOM total. A $5 

reservation fee required for each ruler, and is also applied to each total.  

Call or email us to reserve your spot today!  

To learn more about Tula Pink’s block of the month, click below or cut and paste into your browser: 

https://www.bigskyquilts.com/module/search_content.htm?form_version=2&showSearchResults=1&search_key

word=nebula&image.x=0&image.y=0 

 

 

 

Tula Pink Nebula Block of the Month  
Created by Tula Pink and Jaybird Quilts 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bigskyquilts.com/module/search_content.htm?form_version=2&showSearchResults=1&search_keyword=nebula&image.x=0&image.y=0
https://www.bigskyquilts.com/module/search_content.htm?form_version=2&showSearchResults=1&search_keyword=nebula&image.x=0&image.y=0

