February, 2018

Providence City Newsletter
Upcoming Events

City Council
2nd & 4th Tuesdays except July,
November and December
February 13 & 27 @ 6:00PM

Planning Commission
2nd & 4th Wednesdays except July,
November and December
Wednesday, February 14 & 27 @
6:00PM

The Mayor’s Memo

discussing minimum design standards for new
development; primarily higher density housing.

While serving four years on the City council, I
received calls from residents who prefaced their
comments with, “I’m calling you because I know
I will get a straight answer.” The articles on City
Streets (page 3), and our contract with Logan City
Fire (page 4) make my point; one good news and
the other quite disturbing, but straight answers.

Walking Path to Providence Elementary

Life Cycle Zoning
At the Saturday, March 3 Mayor’s Town Hall we
will be discussing zoning concepts for Providence.
Our City staff is working on a draft of a new zone
that will incorporate a variety of housing in one
neighborhood development, as well as a
requirement to provide more green space.
Design Standards
At the same March Town Hall, we will be

We are considering options for a pedestrian route
alternative to widening the narrow curving road
coming down the hill from Canyon Road to 100
East. Parents have asked the City to provide a safe
walking route to Providence Elementary. The
cost to improve the narrow roadway involves a lot
of engineering and construction $$$ for retaining
walls to be able to widen that road. What we are
considering is closer to $200,000 versus a likely $2
million to widen the existing road.
I believe in dealing with issues head on and
hearing a variety of viewpoints, so when I know,
you will hear from me. And as always, I welcome
and seek out viewpoints from all residents.

-- John Drew, Mayor

Justice Court
From 4:00PM - 6:00PM
Every Monday, except holidays
Mayor’s Town Hall
First Saturday of each month
March 3 from 8:00AM to 10:00AM
Topic - Life Cycle Zoning and
Design Standards Concepts being
considered

Contact Information
Providence City Offices
164 North Gateway Drive
(435) 752-9441
** After-Hours Emergencies * *
Fire or police emergencies - 911
Animal control 435-753-7555
City related issues 752-9441; after
hours message will have an on-call
number to call a city employee who
will respond.

Direct line to the Mayor
(435) 760-8989 cell

Providence Pipeline Community Alert System is Live
Free Drawing for those who sign up in February – Could you use $50?
Thank you to those who signed up for the Providence Pipeline. As of this writing (4th week in January), we
have about 350 sign-ups. We sent out our first pipeline message about the upcoming Mayor’s Town Hall
scheduled for Saturday, February 3 from 8AM to 10AM.
We would like to increase the number of residents connected and are willing to up the ante to make this
happen. We will have a drawing at the end of the month for 3 $50 gift certificates for those who sign up
during the month of February. The March newsletter will announce the winners.

-- John Drew, Mayor

Providence Historic Preservation Commission Seeks Donations of Artwork
The Providence Historic Preservation Commission is asking city residents to consider donating or loaning
historic artwork and artifacts to the City for display, preservation and inventory. You many have artwork
that has been handed down to your family and would like to see it receive the recognition and care it
deserves.
Recent stories and letters in the Herald Journal have expressed concern about preservation of historic
artwork. Hopefully, you share our concern about the preservation of priceless items of history.
We are interested in preserving and displaying for public interest and benefit the
pioneer heritage and history of Providence and realize there are likely many treasures
stored at homes of many of our city residents.
Are you familiar with our Commission website? http://providenceuthistory.com.
You may be familiar with Hyrum City’s museum and the wonderful treasures our
sister city has preserved. See http://hyrumcitymuseum.org Also, see the Cache
Valley Historical Society, http://www.cachevalleyhistory.com
For more information, please contact me, Howard Christianson
jacchris51@hotmail.com or stop by the city office and ask for the mayor for more
information.
-- Howard Chris-anson, Chairman, Providence Historic Preserva-on Commission
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Reminders from Public Works
The use of the cardboard dumpster located at the Public Works facility is for use by all citizens; however if the
dumpster is full please do not place cardboard on the ground. The dumpster is emptied on a regular basis and
as needed. We would ask that if the dumpster is full that you please come back after the dumpster has been
emptied rather than leaving your cardboard on the ground.
The trash dumpsters located at any City facility are not for public use. Please do not use any of these
dumpsters for your personal trash. If you have trash that is too large for your personal container, the Logan
City landfill is open Monday – Saturday. If you need an additional pickup please contact the Logan City
Environmental Department at 435-716-9755.
Rob Stapley
Public Works Director

Thank you for your efforts in keeping sidewalks clear of snow and not placing snow from your driveways in
the streets. This helps improve safety for all citizens.
— Rob Stapley, Public Works Director

City Recreation
Youth Baseball Registration (Cache Valley Baseball League)
This is for youth ages 5 - 14 - Registration: 02/12/2018 - 03/30/2018
Register online at providence.sportsiteslabs.com/player or at the Providence City Office, 164 North Gateway
Drive (M-F 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM). Please visit our website providencecity.com for more information.

Youth Softball Registration
This is for youth ages 7 - 14, registration: 02/12/2018 - 03/30/2018

Sheyler Gunnell
Recreation Director

Register online at providence.sportsiteslabs.com/player or at the Providence City Office, 164 North Gateway
Drive (M-F 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM). Please visit our website www.providencecity.com for more information.

South Cache Soccer League
Registration is now open for Spring Recreation Soccer. For more information www.eteamz.com/
southcachesoccer
—Sheyler Gunnell, City Recrea-on Director

City Administration
Dog License Renewal
If you have not renewed your dog's license for 2018, beginning February 1, please add a $10 Late Fee to your
renewal fee. Total for an unaltered dog $35; total for spayed or neutered dog $25.

Business License Renewal
If you have not renewed your business license for 2018, beginning February 1, a late penalty applies. For a home
business renewal $37.50; for a commercial business renewal $75. To avoid additional penalties that will apply
March 1, please renew now.
Skarlet Bankhead
Administrative Services Director

— Skarlet Bankhead, Administra-ve Services Director

Stormwater Pollution
There are simple practices you can do during winter weather to help prevent storm water pollution.
• Shovel snow first to remove it from driveways and sidewalks before applying deicing products
• Pile shoveled snow downslope of paved surfaces to prevent icy and slippery conditions as snow melts
• Shovel snow onto lawn and vegetated areas where melting snow can soak into the ground
• Sweep up after snowmelt. Sweep and dispose of residual sand, grit, and litter to help prevent accumulation in

streets and roadside ditches; clogged storm drains and culverts; and sediment pollution in streams.

• Keep gutters and drainage pathways clear and free of debris to prevent snowmelt from backing up and forming

ice in places where you want runoff to flow freely.

Gus Garcia
Stormwater Tech

To report an illicit discharge into the system call the City Offices, 435-752-9441 or 435-753-0313.
— Gus Garcia, Stormwater Technician
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City Streets - Our Biggest Challenge
As a resident of Providence the last 12 years, I’ve heard many
complaints about the condition of City streets. ”We have the worst
streets in the valley.” “When is the city going to fix my street?” And, “If
the City has all this money, why can’t the streets get fixed?” among
other comments.
As a council member over four years, all I’ve seen a wish list of
projects. One of my goals as mayor is to see a long term plan that
addresses the whole City; the maintenance, repair and eventual
replacement of every block. Along with that would be the projected
costs of each of these episodes in the life of a city street for each year so
we could plan accordingly.
The middle of last year we saw the beginnings of an effort to establish
what we call a Pavement Management Program (PMP) for the whole
city. The first step was to have a complete survey over all city streets as
a starting point.

• Maintenance and preservation treatments recommended
• Cost estimates and proposed treatment plan for the next 5 years
• Input survey data in to existing City Pavement Management System

Final report issued October, 2017; cost to the City? $3900.

Key points from LTAP Report
• The appearance of the road is NOT an indication of the Remaining

Service Life (RSL) of a road

• A road may be rough on the surface, have bumps and cracks, but

does not necessarily mean the road is in poor structural condition

• Improving the appearance of the road does not necessarily add to the

life of the road

• The RSL is based on the structural integrity of the road

How do we tackle the streets problem?

Preserve vs. Reconstruct, worst first or (also from the report)?

We were looking for

• Years of pavement condition data show it is more economical to

• An independent, 3rd party evaluation of every block of Providence
streets from a recognized expert
• A starting point for a City wide, long-term maintenance/repair/
replacement plan
• Specific cost-effective recommendations
•A multi-year plan that addresses
every City street

Who did we hire to do the survey?
•Local Technical Assistance Program

(LTAP), Department of Civil and
Environmental Engineering (CEE) at
Utah State University,
www.utahltap.com
•LTAP serves local government

agencies, UDOT, FHWA, and the
transportation industry
Jason Hamblin
Streets Supervisor

•LTAP has conducted streets surveys

work increase significantly

• Keep good roads good, leave worst roads until reaching ZERO

remaining serviced life before replacement

• ZERO percent of the paved street network in Providence is

considered to be in a FAILED condition

Roads are worth $3 million per mile; with more than 40 miles of roads,
the capital value exceeds $120 million. City roads are worth more than
all other city assets combined. Are we running this like a $120 million
businesses?

Providence Pavement Management Program
• Focus on maintenance and repair first; approx $400,000 per year
• Improve the capability of our streets department staff with specific

training and acquiring additional equipment

• Replace only roads that have reached ZERO remaining service life
• Replacement priority to streets with water and sewer pipe issues

•LTAP does training, certifications

• Follow the LTAP report recommendations

and technical assistance

Where does the money come from?

Engagement with LTAP

By State law, we set aside reserves for water and sewer in separate
enterprise funds, but not streets. Streets are accounted for in the general
fund along with all other city operations. Some general fund monies are
also restricted. What is left for streets?

Every block in Providence; 40 plus
miles, over 320 city blocks
•A classification for each street;

residential, minor and major collector,
minor arterial
•Street widths and lengths were

measured

•Grade and remaining service life

(RSL) was assigned to each block
identification determined

• Studies show as traffic levels increase, the costs of delaying repair

for over 70 Utah cities

Survey conducted in July, 2017

Trent Peterson
Streets Technician

preserve roads than to delay repairs and reconstruct (replace) roads

•Degradation/distress/deterioration

• An analysis of root causes of deterioration and needs assessment

Fuel tax dollars, B & C funds have increased very little; $290,000 for
2018; we can resurface less than half the roads today than in 2003.

Lots of information, lots to discuss, a lot of work to do
By the time you read this newsletter, we will have held our first Mayor’s
Town Hall on February 3 where we discussed city streets. You can bet
this will be controversial and much discussed. Our city staff has lots of
work to do. The LTAP Report and PowerPoint presentation are on the
City website home page under Mayor’s Town Hall.
I look forward to hearing your comments.

John Drew, Mayor
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Justice Court Staff

Justice Court Facts and Figures
Most City residents don’t know much about the Justice Court operated by the City of Providence.
The court has the authority to deal with C and B misdemeanors, violations of city ordinances, small
claims, and infractions committed within municipal boundaries. The majority of cases are vehicle
related.
• The Providence Justice Court also serves the sister cities of Millville and River Heights
• About 2/3 of the cases originate in Providence
• Of the citation revenue received, 72% goes to the State of Utah

Matthew Funk,
Justice Court Judge

• Fines for traffic citations are determined by the State of Utah
• Most violators pay their fine and never appear in court
• You can pay a fine on line under E-payments on the State courts website, www.utcourts.gov
• A defendant may claim to be indigent, and petition the court for the City to pay attorney’s fees; the

judge makes the determination upon receiving an affidavit

• The judge serves a 6-year term and is appointed by the city council

On average, the court handles about 1000 cases a year. Although the City pays the judge’s salary, the
judge answers to the State Judicial Council. Utah Justice Courts are governed under Title 78A,
Chapter 7.

Beth Munson, Court Clerk
and City Treasurer

No, the City does not make money on citation revenue. The court is subsidized by the city; at a cost
of about $10,000 to $20,000 a year.
--Beth Munson, Jus-ce Court Clerk

Mark your Calendars
Republican candidate for State House District 5 (Curt
Webb’s current seat) Casey Snider will be conducting a
community round table with the residents of Providence
on Thursday 2/22 starting at 7 pm at the City Office
Building located at 164 North Gateway Drive.
This is a great opportunity to become informed on his
positions concerning the matters we care about.

This is a Paid Poli-cal Announcement

Logan City Wants to Renegotiate Our
Contract for Fire Department Services
This is a Four-Alarm Alert
Providence City’s current contract with Logan City Fire Department
for services was signed in 1993 and provides for fire, emergency
medical and fire inspection services. In November of last year, we
were notified by Logan City that we were receiving 12-month notice
of their intent to renegotiate the contract. We have been billed by
Logan City on an annual basis, most recently $54,000.
On January 12, Skarlet Bankhead, our Administrative Services
Director and I met with Logan City Mayor Holly Daines and Logan
Fire Chief Brad Hannig. We expected to hear a plea for an increase
in the range of 20 to 40 percent. We were shocked to say the least as
their proposed increase is nearly 6 times recent annual billings.
Where do we find an extra $250,000 each year?
We have a lot of homework to do, need to speak to other cities as
well as Cache County. I will keep you informed. Call me if you’d
like more details.

--John Drew, Mayor
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