A
Album Quilt

A quilt of various symbolic designs either stamped or appliqued on the blocks

Amish Quilting

A style of quilting which draws upon the traditions of Amish communities often using solid jeweltone colors in each block and bordered and backed in black fabric

Applique

A hand or machine quilting method that attaches small pieces of fabric to the surface of a quilt
top to form a specific design

Autograph Quilt

A quilt made of blocks signed by friends and/or family

B
Backing

The fabric used on the bottom of the quilt “sandwich”

Baltimore Album Quilts

A form of quilting popular in the 1800’s employing various applique designs

Bargello Quilting

Blocks of color are offset from the next block in such a way as to “rise” or “fall”

Basting

A technique which uses long running stitches, pins, or fabric glue to hold the layers of a quilt
together during the quilting process

Batik

A multi-step design process which infuses fabric with wax or other substance to prevent dye from
penetrating into that area

Batting

Made of cotton, polyester fibers, silk, wool, bamboo or any combination of these fibers, bating is the
middle layer of the quilt sandwich, and provides a certain level of “loft” or thickness

Bias

A 45⁰ angle or cut to the lengthwise (warp) and widthwise (weft) threads of the fabric – bias cuts
are extremely flexible and most often used for curved applique or quilt binding

Binding

A strip of straight or bias fabric sewn and wrapped over the edge of a quilt to finish the raw edges

Blindstitch

A type of stitching most often used to attach applique designs to a quilt block

Blocks

Smaller units of coordinating fabric pieces and sewn together with other units to form a quilt top

Block of the Month (BOM)

One in a series of 12 coordinating blocks and used with 11 other BOMs to make one quilt

Border

A strip of fabric sewn to the perimeter of a quilt top to accentuate the design

C
Calico

A style of fabric design that incorporates a small, repetitive print

Charms

Uniform, precut squares of coordinating fabric

Cheater-cloth Quilts

Quilts made from pre-printed fabric

Chunky Strips

4” wide precut strips of coordinating fabric

Corner Setting Triangles

Pieces used to finish quilt rows set on point

Crazy Quilt

A randomly designed quilt often created with irregularly shaped scrap fabric

Curved Piecing

A technique used in Drunkards Path and other similar block patterns

D
Daisy Chain

A time-saving method to sew pieces together without backstitching or cutting the threads between
each set of pieces

Dessert Rolls

5” wide precut strips of coordinating fabric

Directional Print

Fabric with a one-way design that has a definite direction or grain or nap

E
Ease

A method used to join two pieces of different lengths in the same seam

Echo Quilting

Stitching that closely follows the outline of a shape at a consistent distance from the seam

English Paper Piecing

A method of hand stitching small pieces of fabric together using paper templates to create a quilt
block

F
Fat Eighth

A piece of fabric measuring approximately 11”x18” (one half of a fat quarter)

Fat Quarter

A piece of fabric measuring approximately 18”x 22” (one half of a half yard cut of fabric which
provides more efficient use of fabric than a normal 9”x44” cut

Finger Pressing

A technique using your fingers instead of an iron to crease fabric seams or applique edges

Finished Block Size

The final size of a completed block once all pieces are sewn together

Foundation Piecing

A method of assembling a block by sewing pieces to a foundation of muslin, plain fabric or paper

Free Motion Quilting

A type of quilting in which the sewing machine feed dogs are disengaged while quilting with a
floating presser foot

Freezer Paper Applique

A technique used to create applique templates by ironing the waxy side of freezer paper to the wrong
side of the fabric

Fusible Stabilizer

A type of support fabric with one adhesive side which is ironed to the wrong side of fabric to help a
design maintain its shape

Fusible Webbing

A type of support fabric which is sandwiched between two pieces of fabric to “glue” them together

Fussy Cut

A technique used to isolate and cut specific fabric images and then appliqued onto the quilt or used
as a feature within a quilt block

H
Hand Quilting

A method which uses small uniform running stitches to hold all three layers of a quilt together

Hanging Sleeve

A tube of fabric sewn to the back of a quilt allowing it to be hung on a wall or in a display

Half Square Triangle

One half of a 2-triangle square

Honey Buns

1-1/2” wide precut strips of coordinated fabric

J
Jelly Rolls

2-1/2” wide precut strips of coordinated fabric

L
Layer Cakes

10” fabric squares of coordinated fabric

Lengthwise grain

The longest running thread of the fabric, parallel to the selvedge edge and has the least amount of
“give” or stretch

Long Arm Quilting

Quilting accomplished with the use of a long bed quilting machine

M
Marking Pen

A soluble ink fabric pen used to mark quilting patterns

Mitered Corner

Vertical and horizontal border fabric joined to create a 45° angle on the corners of the quilt top

Motif

A type of applique design

O
On Point

Square blocks that are set in such a way that each corner points to the top, bottom or sides of the
quilt

One Patch Quilts

The design is created by repeating the same patch over and over, then strategically placing the fabric
in a certain order

P
Pastry Rolls

12” wide strips of coordinating fabric

Patchwork

Similar to piecing, patchwork consists of putting various fabrics together to create a quilt

Pin Basting

A method of using curved safety pins to temporarily hold the layers of a quilt in place while
stitching them together

Q
Quilt Top

The top layer of a quilt sandwich

Quilting Foot

A presser foot that measures exactly ¼” from the point of the needle to the seam of the fabric

R
Repeat

The distance between the start of a fabric design and when it starts again

Reverse Applique

A technique often used in Polynesian quilting which involves sewing the design to the underside of
the background and then cutting away the top layer of fabric to reveal the motif

Ruler

A heavy, gridded plastic measuring guide used to cut various fabric shapes and widths

S
Sampler

A quilt made of various block patterns, sometimes using different techniques

Sashing

Strips of fabric sewn between blocks to separate one from another

Scrap Quilt

A quilt made of random colors and prints from leftover fabric

Seam Ripper

The tool you love to hate! It is used to remove pesky stitching errors from an otherwise perfect
quilt

Selvage

The manufacturer’s finished lengthwise edge of the fabric

Side Setting Triangles

Used to complete the diagonal rows of on-point quilts

Signature quilt

A quilt made from blocks which have been signed by family and/or friends

Spoonfuls

8-1/2” fabric squares of coordinating fabric

Stash

A quilter’s fabric collection

Stippling

Quilting in an irregular path that creates a maze-type stitching pattern

Stitch in the Ditch

Stitching in the seam between two different pieces or fabric, often used when binding a quilt

Straight of Grain

Typically associated with the lengthwise grain

Straight Set Layout

The result of sewing blocks nest to other blocks without any sashing

Strip Piecing

The method of sewing strips of fabric together and then cutting individual pieces

Summer Quilt

A quilt made without batting

Sushi Rolls

2-7/8” strips of coordinating fabric

Sweet Rolls

6” strips of coordinating Fabric

Sweet Sixteens

9”x11” rectangles equal to 1/16th of a yard

T
T-Shirt Quilt

A quilt made of old tee-shirts

Template

A fixed shape made out of cardboard or plastic used to cut one or multiple pieces of fabric

Thangles

Pre-printed paper outlines to create half-square triangles

Trapunto

A technique created by inserting stuffing between the quilting stitches

Turnovers

6” half-square triangles of coordinating fabric

Twice the Charm

5-1/2” x 22” strips of coordinating fabric

Tying

A technique which uses a needle and yarn or crochet thread to secure all layers of a quilt

U
UnFinished Objects (UFO)

Any project that still isn’t done

V
Value

The light and dark contrast in a quilt

W
Walking Foot

A sewing machine foot that feeds both the top and bottom layers of fabric under the needle at the
same time

Warp

Made from the lengthwise threads of fabric that extend from the top to the bottom

Watercolor Quilt

A technique using small square of fabric prints to create a subtle and diffused design

Weft

Made from the widthwise threads of the fabric that run from selvage to selvage

Widthwise grain

Shorter threads of the fabric, running perpendicular to the selvage edges and has more “give” or
stretch than the lengthwise grain

Whole-cloth Quilt

Made from a single piece of fabric with the design being created from the quilting pattern

Wraps

7” squares of coordinating fabric

