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Class & Event Schedule Spring 2023 

624 West Fifth Street, Pinconning MI  48650 

989-879-1900 or email: bittersweetquiltshop@gmail.com 

Open Monday-Friday 10-5pm and Saturday 10-3pm 

 

Tilda is a fabric brand founded by Norwegian designer Tone Finnanger in 1999, 
best known for whimsical naive characters and charming fabric design. There is a 

certain attitude to life in Tilda’s world, whimsical and romantic, like a ball gown 
worn with wellies – perfectly imperfect!  

 

Tilda Time: This is a new group that will be evolving over the next 
9 months.  During this once a month class we will be working on all 
things Tilda.  You can choose a project from one of Tilda’s many 
books, or her free download patterns.  You can also choose to do the 
class project.  Class projects will only last 1-2 months, depending on 
the size.  Class projects are intended to be smaller in size.  The first 
project will be the Snowman pillow.  Kits are available at time of class 
registration.  There will be a limit of 16 people for this group.  Tina will 
be leading the group and you can expect a few fun projects in the 
months to come.  To join you will need to be an advanced beginner to 
intermediate sewer.  There will be instruction given during the class on 
the project of the month and help with other projects. Class will fall on the last Tuesday of each month with 
the exception of December, that will be held on December 12th due to the holiday schedule.               
Class fee: $50   Time: 10:00-2:30    Instructor: Tina Bauer    April Project fee: $35.99 

  

Beginner’s Sweet Strawberry  Pillow: This class is for beginners, or if you 
would just enjoy this adorable 18” pillow for this summer.  You will make the block 
and then add a border, finally making it into an envelope pillow case.  You will 
need to bring your machine, white thread, rotary cutter, ruler, and basic sewing 
supplies. You’ll also need an 18” pillow form, we do carry these in the shop.  The 
kit for the pillow can be purchased at time of registration, along with pillow form if 
you need one.  You can see the sample in the shop. 

  Date: Monday, April 3rd   Time: 10:30-3:30  Fee: $15   Kit Fee: $15.99          
Instructor: Sharon Franks 

 

Mother’s Day Gift from Bittersweet: Stop in during the week of 

May 8th-13th for a free kit & pattern to make this easy summer project.  
It’s a surprise as to what it, but you’ll enjoy it this summer.  Plus, it makes 
a great gift and you can make more in the future for all your family & 
friends.  We will have many kits ready to go and you’ll get to choose which one you want to make for your-
self!  Just our way of saying thank you for your continued support.  We appreciate all your support over the 
past 12 years.   
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Bittersweet Vintage Retreat:  Every year I make a few changes at 
the retreat house before the new year.  This year I’ve added a larger cut-
ting station with LED lighting, new Reliable LED lights on each table, a 
Belgium Waffle maker, two new Reliable Irons, and two new cutting 
mats. We still have a few dates remaining for 2023, for availability give 
us a call.  Our beautiful retreat house has a quiet and peaceful atmosphere to finish or begin any pro-
ject. We can accommodate up to ten guests at a time. If you are looking for a great location to bring a 
smaller group of friends, we have the place for you.  We have central air, sewing tables, LED lamps, 
cutting stations, ironing boards with irons, fully stocked kitchen, and linens. Call to check for availability, 
989-879-1900 ask for Tina. 

2 Day Makers Tote Class: This carry-all tote 
is a modern spin on a classic doctor’s bag, 
designed with on-the-go storage in mind. Per-
fect for anyone who wants to stay organized.  
Secure top zipper, exterior zip pocket and 
many interior storage (gusseted and slip) 
pockets. Large size measures 16” W, 13” H, 7 
1/2” deep.  The small measures 12” W, 10” H, 
and 6” deep. This handy bag comes in 2 sizes, and you can choose what size to 
make in class.  You can find your supply list on the pattern $12 which you’ll need 
for class.  Pay attention to the size you’ll want to make when buying supplies.  
Because this class is two days you can leave your machine and supplies overnight.  Homework before 
class: cut all fabric using the cutting labels inside pattern. Have all pieces labeled when you ar-
rive. Date: May 17th & 18th Time: 10:30-3:30 Fee: $30.00 Instructor: Sharon Franks 

 

Wool Workers:  This class is a continuation and the remaining dates are 
listed below. In July you can sign up again for another 6 months, or join the group.  

Time:10:30-2:30    Fee: $40   Instructor: T.J Always bring a snack or lunch 

Dates: April 4th, May 2nd and June 6th  

 

 

Bittersweet at the Springs Fall Retreat: Registration will happen in the next few 
weeks.  I’m still working on plans and it will be emailed out a few days before registration 
opens.  Keep an eye out for the email and social media post to come! 
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Creative Stitching: This class is a continuation from a six month program.  The final 
dates are listed below.  This class will open up again in July. 

Dates:  April 12th, May 10th, and June 14th. 

 

Featherweight Repair:  Monte is working on machines at this time.  He 
repairs Singer 221, 222, or 301.  Basic service is $65.  If you have any ques-
tions about his service please give us a call.  Machines are dropped off and 
picked up in the shop only. We do carry Featherweights in the shop and for 
current inventory please give us a call, 989-879-1900. 

 

Flea Market Flower Sew Along: This is a continuation class that began in October.  
Here are the remaining dates: Monday April 10th, May 8th and June 12th is our big reveal 
luncheon.  Tuesday Group  April 11th, May 9th and June 13th is our big reveal luncheon.   

 

    

Facebook & Instagram: If you are not following us please do.  I try to post as 
much as possible to our Facebook page and in the new year my Instagram page will 
also contain more content.  Also, there are times we offer specials for our Facebook 
followers, so be on the lookout.   

 

   

Tilda’s Toiletries Bag: These charming bags are perfect to give as handmade 
gifts.  There are three sizes of the bag, in class you will learn how to make the me-
dium (sample in shop).  This is a beginners bag class.  The pattern is located in Til-
da’s Hot Chocolate Sewing book ($24.99). You can make the bag from strips or 
one piece for the exterior.  You will need the following: 2 fat quarters, one for exteri-
or and one for lining, batting that measures 18”x22”, and a matching zipper that 
measures 12”.  A zipper with wide tape, like zipper by the yard is best.  Cutting and 
piecing will be done in class.  The book for this class has many projects and we will 
be using this book in the near future for more projects. 

Date: Thursday, June 1st  Time: 10:30-2:30 Fee: $15            Instructor: 
Sharon Franks 

 

General Class Information: Our classroom is always sanitized after every event. Most classes have homework that will 
need to be done before class.  Please make sure that it is finished before class.  Homework that the instructor assigns can not 
be done in class, the instructor will not have time to help with homework.  It also takes away time from other students getting 
their projects finished in class. Please bring basic sewing supplies to class and your machine. Basics include: machine, thread, 
rotary cutter, seam ripper, scissors, and ruler.  Cutting mats, irons, and ironing boards are available in the classroom.  Feel free 
to bring snacks or a lunch, we do have a microwave and refrigerator available. Class fees are due at the time of registration, 
and are non-refundable. If we need to cancel a class due to weather or sickness we will refund fees.  If you are in need of as-
sistance bringing your machine into the classroom please let us know upon arrival and we will gladly help.  
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 Mini Patchwork Duffle Bag: If you liked the wildly popular Patchwork Duffle 
you'll love to have the mini version of it! This Duffle features a patchwork exterior 
(or make it with your favorite fabric in a one fabric version) and large spacious 
opening. Perfect for all your travel needs! Size: 10'' H 17.5''W x 8.5'' The Duffle 
bag is easy to make and a great class for beginners. Supplies: Sewing machine, 
ruler, pattern ($12.00), coordinating poly thread, zipper foot and basic sewing sup-
plies. You’ll need to take your exterior and lining fabric and sandwich the 
Soft and Stable in the middle, baste spray together, and then quilt as desired 
before class.  All cutting will be done in class.   

Instructor: Sharon Franks Date: Thursday, June 7th  Time: 10:30-4:00  Fee: $15 + pattern $12.00 

Fly High Quilt: Fly High is a great weekend project, perfect for the confident be-
ginner. It uses a 10" x 10" squares pack or scraps, a background print, and a few bor-
der fabrics. The kite blocks are made with easy to piece half-square triangles and half -
rectangle triangles.  The quilt measures 56” x 75”, a great quilt for spring or for some-
one who loves to fly kites.  Supplies needed: 1 Layer Cake pkg, 3 1/4 yd. background 
fabric, 1/3 yd. for blocks & 1st border, 1/3yd. for 2nd border, 2/3yd. for final border, 
1/2yd. for binding and 4 yards for backing. Page 2 of the pattern ($14) gives cutting 
instructions and please have pieces cut before class.   

Date: Monday, May 22nd Time: 10:30-4:00 Fee: $15 Instructor: Sharon Franks 

Open Sew: This is when I open up my classroom for you to come and sew for 
the day.  Come by yourself and meet some new people or bring a few friends.  You’ll 
have the use of the cutting tables, and irons.  Each table has electric and the entire 
room has great lighting.  Bring a lunch with you, I have an entire kitchen you can 
use.  Plus, we always have coffee ready to be made. The doors open at 10:30 and 
everything needs to be wrapped up by 4:30.  Call and register for an open spot to-
day. Fee: $5.00  

Dates: Tuesday, April 13th, Wednesday, May 3rd, Monday, June 5th. 

Summer Halloween Sew Along: Our summer sew along begins in June and 
end in August. The pattern for this Halloween quilt is called Tile Revival and the pattern is in the new 
book called Quilt the Rainbow ($26.99).  This book holds 10 eye catching quilts and you will see more 
projects in the coming months from the book.  We will be using Moda’s new collection Owl-O-Ween, pic-
tured here to the right, that releases in May.  The photo to the left is the quilt pattern we will be using. 
The kit includes the fat quarter tower (28), background, corner block fabric and binding.  The kit for class 
is $165.99.  If you would like matching Owl-O-Ween backing you will need 3 5/8yd, when it arrives in 
May you will have first choice of backing.  Please inform us when you register that you want backing.  
There is a lot of cutting for this quilt so it will need to 
be done before class.  Kits will be ready for pickup at 
the end of May. Date: Wednesday, June 21st, July 
19th, August 23rd   Time: 10:30-3:30 Fee: $50 

Kit Fee:165.99 Instructor: Sharon Franks 

 

Finish your Halloween quilt just in time for this fall!
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 Karen Montgomery’s Brown Bag Mystery 

Here is how it works.  On February 1st  we began selling the brown bags that contain 
the mystery fabric.  Each brown bag is sealed and you only get one clue as to what is 
inside the bag.  That clue is a strip of fabric that is attached to the outside of the bag.  
Bags can be purchased in the shop or online.  We have many great bags still availa-
ble. Skill level for this quilt is advanced beginner to intermediate. Each bag contains 
fabric to make a quilt 52” x 68”, cost per bag is $109.00.  This year for the first time 

you can purchase two identical bags to make a queen size quilt 84” x 84”.  This quilt will also require 
the Creative Grids Ruler 45˚/90˚ Triangle Ruler ($29.99).  Information on this ruler is listed below.  
There will be 5 clues that will be mailed (USPS) to you on the dates that are listed below.  Each clue is 
part of the pattern.  Karen will also have a tutorial video that will walk you through each clue on the 
dates below.  So if you are home or away you can follow along with the sewing.  Videos will be posted 
on Facebook, or you can choose to follow the directions that are mailed to you. 

I have spent many hours making sure these kits have amazing fabrics and that the placement is per-
fect.  There is not one kit that we have made that I would not put in my own home.  We’ve made kits 
for women, men and children and your clue fabric will lead you in the right direction.  If you are or-
dering online you will also see the clue fabric to help you make a choice. 

If you would like to order a coordinating border & binding kit they will be as follows: 

Regular kit is 52” x 68” this border & binding kit will make it 62” x 78” by adding a 5” border.  Price 
for border & binding kit #1 is $25.99 

Two regular kits make the 84” x 84”, the border & binding kit will make it 96” x 96” by adding a 6” 
border. Price for border & binding kit #2 is $46.99 

Binding only kits (based on 2  1/2”) are as follows: 

52” x 68” binding is $6.50 

84” x 84” binding is $9.75 

Creative Grids Ruler 45˚/90˚ Triangle Ruler  
This multi-sized ruler features two triangles in one. 
Use the 45 degree side to cut half-square triangles 
from strips up to 5-1/2 inches wide, creating half-
square triangles up to a finished size of 5 inches. Use 
the 90 degree side to cut quarter triangles that finish up to a 5 inch finished quarter-square triangle. 
The math required to cut these angles is incorporated into the easy to read black and white markings. 

 

 In-Store Specials 

April 10% off Stabilizers  

(Soft & Stable, interfacing, In-R-Form, Steam-a-Seam, ect.) 

May 20% off Books & Patterns 

June 20% off Home Decor 
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Queen of Diamonds Block of the Month 

Are you ready to EPP (English Paper Piece) with Tula Pink? 

Tula will be running a sew along video with this project that 

you can follow along with each month, free. From May 2023 

to January 2024, hand stitch these dazzling blocks designed 

by Pink Door Fabrics filled with fabric fromTula's greatest hits. 

The Queen of Diamonds Block of the Month program includes 

block patterns and 31 yards total of 91 different fabrics from 

Everglow, Moon Garden, Daydreamer, Tiny Beasts, Curious-

er & Curiouser, True Colors and Designer Essentials Solids to 

complete the 60" x 73.5" quilt top and binding. 

 

Price is $129.00 per installment. There are four installments. 

The Paper Piece pack and Acrylic templates are not included.  The Paper Piece pack is $65 and includes 

615 paper pieces needed to complete diamond block.  The Acrylic Template Set, total of 16 goes with the 

Paper Pieces and is $ 64.00, each template has a 3/8" seam allowance.  

 

Quarterly Installments include: 

May/June 2023 - 8.16 yards total of 33 different fabrics for Blocks 1-3  & Queen of Diamonds Quilt Pattern 

August  2023 - 6.61 yards total of 34 different fabrics for Blocks 4-6 

November  2023 - 6.92 yards total of 25 different fabrics for Blocks 7-9 
January 2024 - 9.45 yards total of 30 different fabrics for Blocks 10-12 

Extra Wide (108”) of Whisper 2.5 yards will be $62.00 and needs to be ordered at time of reservation. 

To reserve your spot in this block of the month the fee is $129 and goes towards your four install-
ments.  Once the kits have arrived we will contact you for your 2nd payment.  If you would like 

your installments shipped it will be $20 for the entire duration of the program, a one time payment. 

We only have 12 slots available for this program, so don’t wait too long to join. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be hosting a Quilt Show for Rayola again this year. It will take place on Tuesday, August 
1st.  The theme this year is Fall/Halloween.  More information will follow in next months schedule,  
we are still in the planning phase.  Please save the date and get those fall and Halloween quilts fin-

ished so you can enter them into the show.  It’s going to be a great event!!! 
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Floral Felicity Quilt Along 

Begins July 2023 
 

Join the Floral Felicity Quilt Along by FreeSpirit Fabrics 
Featuring Cottage Cloth by Sew Kind of Wonderful 
July 2023 - June 2024 
We invite you to discover how to create the look of applique 
using the color-coded Wonder Curve Ruler ™ and simple 
piecing. The simple ruler-guided technique developed by Sew 
Kind of Wonderful lets you quilt along creating four quadrants 
of the Floral Felicity Quilt. No centering. No snipping. Just cut, 
sew and square-up. 
The results are totally up to you; one beautiful sampler quilt or 
four mini quilts, each showcasing the vintage focus prints and 

moody low volume fabrics of FreeSpirit Cottage Cloth by Sew Kind of Wonderful. 
This collaboration between Sew Kind of Wonderful and FreeSpirit Fabrics features the new Cottage 
Cloth collection the program will run July 2023 - June 2024. 
 
The Floral Felicity Quilt Along program includes: 
• The Floral Felicity Pattern and cutting guides. 
• Sew Square 4” Ruler™ from Sew Kind of Wonderful. 
• All fabric needed to create the quilt top and binding. 
• Access to an exclusive Facebook group for makers to ask questions and share tips, tricks, photos and 
progress with group. 
• Monthly videos featuring Jenny and Helen from Sew Kind of Wonderful to guide you along the way. 
Floral Felicity, a joint project with Sew Kind of Wonderful and Free Spirit Fabrics, will be our 2023 Block 
of the Month/Quilt Along.  You will receive the fabrics/blocks each month for 12 months to complete the 
top (96 x 101).  Included with your BOM is Sew Kind of Wonderful Sew Square 4". The Wonder Curve 
Ruler ($29.99) is required to make this quilt and is not included in the price.  
Details 
Pattern: Floral Felicity 
Designed by Helen Robinson and Jenny Pedigo of Sew Kind of Wonderful 
Finished Size: 96” x 101” (2.43m x 2.56m) 
Quilt Along Total Yardage: 21 ½ yards (19.66m) includes binding 
Skill Level: Advanced Beginner 
Technique: Easy Curved Piecing 
Program runs: July 2023 - June 2024 

You’ll also need 9 yards of 44/45” for backing or 4 yards of 108” 

We will be kitting this quilt up and you will get the entire kit at once.  No waiting for installments. 
The kit is $390 and shipping is free. To reserve your kit the fee is $100 and goes towards your kit 
cost of $390. Final payment of $290 is due at time of pickup or shipping. If you need the Wonder 
Curve ruler please let us know when you place your order. Kits will be ready in May.  Sew along 
begins in July.  
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Singer Featherweight  

School House 
Monday, May 15th 

10:00am-2:00pm 
Clean, grease, and oil your machine during this school house 

¨ History and information on Singer’s 221 & 222    

¨ Adjusting top and bottom tension 

¨ Original attachments and what they do 

¨  Free motion quilting on your Featherweight 

¨ Great tips on keeping your machine running like new 

Fee $50 (includes supplies to clean, grease & oil machine) 

Limit of 8 per School House 

Instructor: Tina Bauer of Bittersweet Quilt Shop 

What to bring with you: Machine, case, pedal, bobbin case,  

attachments, original screwdrivers, thread, pencil & paper, small bright flash-
light and a lunch. 


