
Description: Learn to construct the Button Back Shirt pattern by Indygo Junction in this two part 
class. This classic and comfy shirt will surprise you in the details with a front pleat, shirt collar, 
and button back. In the classes, we will walk through each detail with tips and tricks for a 
successful finished project. 
 
Skill Level: Intermediate 
Students should have an understanding of basic garment construction and be familiar with 
sewing basic garments using a pattern.  
 
Instructions: 
Please complete the following before the first class. This will ensure we have plenty of time in 
the classes to focus on the actual construction of the garment since this shirt is all about the fun 
details. 

1. Wash, dry, and press your fabric as you would the finished garment. 
2. Out of your fabric, cut out all of the pattern pieces for your size. 
3. Transfer markings on the pattern pieces to your fabric. 

 
Instructor Notes: 

1. This shirt pattern is very forgiving even though it is for woven fabrics. The fit is loose and 
generous and great for range of body types. If you are not sure about which size to cut, I 
would recommend choosing your size based on your bust measurement, but consider 
the finished waist and hip sizes and grade out if needed. 

2. If you have any standard changes that you typically make to a pattern such as to 
lengthen or shorten, please feel free to make those changes when you are cutting out 
your fabric. As I mentioned above, the fit is loose and generous and great for a range of 
body types, but you know what you like to wear better than anybody, so feel free to 
make modifications, but only if you are comfortable doing so. There are elements in this 
shirt to consider for some modifications such as the lack of sleeve pattern pieces, the 
front pleat, and the back placket. 

3. I recommend using a solid fabric unless you are comfortable cutting directional or plaid 
fabrics. If you do choose a directional or plaid fabric, you will likely need more than 3 
yards to match patterns. 

4. Many of the seams in this shirt are enclosed, but if you would like to finish any unfinished 
edges with a serger, please feel free to bring your serger. In class, we will discuss 
options for finishing seams without using a serger. 

5. Since this shirt is all about the details and we have two parts to this class, I recommend 
adding functional buttons to your shirt. If for some reason, time does not permit, you can 
always add the buttons or decoration or have an open back on your shirt. If you choose 
to make functional buttons, your sewing machine will need to be able to make a 
buttonhole and you may need a special foot for your machine. 

 
Supplies: 

● Button Back Shirt pattern by Indygo Junction 



● 3 yards woven fabric such as quilting cotton, chambray, linen, etc. 
○ See Instructions and Instructor Notes for additional information. 

● ¾ yard sew in or fusible lightweight interfacing 
● ½” or ¾” buttons 

○ See Instructor Notes for additional information. 
● Handing sewing needle 

○ If you choose to add buttons to the back of your shirt 
● Matching thread 
● Sewing machine and power cord and foot pedal with the ability to sew a zig zag stitch 
● Sewing machine generic foot 
● Sewing machine open toe foot for zig zag stitching 

○ See Instructor Notes for additional information. 
● General sewing supplies such as nippers, pincushion, pins, seam ripper, seam gauge, 

extra needles, and fabric marking tool such as a pen, pencil, or chalk 


