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Hello and welcome to the Autumn issue of our quarterly newsletter! 

This Autumn Winter season is especially exciting for us as we are 
celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the Rowan brand and we bring 
you a special Anniversary newsletter to mark the occasion!

We take a look back at our collections and re-visit some of our 
favourite photoshoots from over the years, whilst also taking a look 
behind the scenes of our special ‘Ruby’ anniversary shoot in Magazine 
64. Rosee Woodland catches up with some well-known designers who 
share some of their memories of designing for Rowan and we also 
hear from the Knitting and Crochet Guild who are also celebrating 
their 40th anniversary this year! 

Katie Calvert brings us the latest part of ‘A Yarn’s Tale’, her charming 
series charting the journey of a Rowan knit and in our regular ‘How 
To’, Katherine Lymer guides you through knitting in the round.

Also in this issue we present our first Rowan Flagship stores, an 
exciting journey which we are delighted to be embarking on in this 
special year! 

To find out more about the 40th celebrations, make sure you check 
out the feature on page 48 to find out what we have planned, and of 
course we also have a round-up of this season’s Rowan events and 
workshops.

As always, we hope you enjoy this newsletter! We would love to hear 
your feedback on the new collections and so please visit our pages 
on Facebook and Twitter to leave your comments. You can follow us 
on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to see what we are up to during 
the season ahead and to keep up to date with the anniversary events!

Sharon Brant
Rowan Brand Director 

Cover: Carise
by ARNE & CARLOS
Alpaca Soft DK
Knitting & Crochet Magazine 64

Rowan Yarns
17F Brooke’s Mill, Armitage Bridge, 
Huddersfield, 
West Yorkshire, HD4 7NR
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Katie Calvert’s background is 
in fashion and textiles, with 
previous experience in trend 
forecasting, public relations and 
events before joining the close-
knit Rowan team as a freelancer 
in September 2015. Although 
her knitting skills leave much to 
be desired, she loves fashion and 
writing for Rowan means that 
she is able to pass that passion 
onto you!

Katherine Lymer is a knitting 
tutor, designer and writer based 
in the inspirational countryside 
of the Scottish Borders. She 
enjoys travelling throughout the 
UK, giving workshops on all 
aspects of knitting and teaching 
people of all ages and skill levels. 

CONTRIBUTORS
………………………

Follow us on social media…

Rosee Woodland is a knit and 
crochet designer and technical 
editor, who is fascinated by 
Britain’s textile heritage. She’s 
currently writing her first book 
and previously edited The Knitter 
and Knit Today magazines.

https://www.youtube.com/user/RowanYarns
https://www.facebook.com/knitrowan/
https://twitter.com/rowanyarns
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/rowanyarns/
https://www.instagram.com/rowanyarns/
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Portico
By Emma Wright
Using Softyak DK

AUTUMN
MEMBER’S PATTERN

………………………

DOWNLOAD

https://knitrowan.com/en/free-patterns/portico
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Ruby in Magazine 64 is a celebration of Rowan’s 40 years. Designers from past and present have 
contributed to this stunning collection, all worked in Ruby Anniversary tones. It was photo-

graphed on location at Belmont House in Wiltshire – a large late Georgian, early Victorian house 
set in two acres of formal and wooded grounds - the perfect setting for this beautiful Anniversary 
collection.

Rowan Designer and Stylist Lisa Richardson gives us a glimpse behind the scenes…
“Belmont house is a location we’ve used a few times over the years as it is very versatile (prizes for 
guessing which other shoots!). Although it looks bright on these pictures it was absolutely freezing 
and we had to do less shots outside than planned because of rain and sleet! The owner had to get a 
real fire going in the room we used to change in and also supplied us with hot water bottles to keep 
Alana from freezing. The dog belonged to the owners of the house and the one pictured was the 
younger and bigger of the two that they had.”

In this issue of the newsletter we have taken a look back at other favourite photoshoot locations from 
past collections, all part of Rowan’s pictorial history. See the feature on page 8.

Behind The Scenes

RUBY
………………………

Photographer: Craig Fordham, Model: Alana Elliot, Hair & make up: Julie Read, Jamal Robinson took the behind the scenes pics.
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Over the years, the Rowan photoshoots have 
taken the design team far and wide, travelling 

to some wonderful locations. We take a look back at 
some of the favourites here at home in the UK.
The British Isles has some of the most diverse and 
stunning scenery in the world, with its rugged coastline 
and varied landscape of mountains, moorlands, 
marshlands and rolling farmland, not to mention it’s 
rich heritage and wonderful historic buildings and 
gardens. As a British brand, we are extremely lucky to 
have such rich pickings on our door step!

Coastal
The impressive British coastline owes its dramatic appeal to 
the various features from which it is formed - bays, headlands, 
peninsulas and islands wrap around our shores, creating some 
of the world’s most scenic sights. Here are ajust a few of our 
favourite coastal shoots…

The East Anglian coastline has been a firm Rowan 
favourite for many years - the beaches of Norfolk 
and Suffolk have an enduring appeal, whatever the 
British weather! We visited Southwold for a Magazine 
41 shoot… stroll along the Victorian pier and sample 
some traditional seaside delights! 

Windswept Holkham beach in Norfolk is another 
favourite and the backdrop for the ‘Nomad’ shoot in 
Rowan Magazine 48. Holkham beach forms part of 
the extensive, diverse and dramatic Holkham National 

Nature Reserve. Owned by the Earl of Leicester and 
the Crown Estates, the reserve is managed by Natural 
England and the Holkham Estate.

Off the North West coast of Wales lies the island of 
Anglesey. Known for its ancient historic sites and 
beaches, it is linked to the mainland by two bridges, 
the famous Menai suspension bridge (designed by 
Thomas Telford) and the Britannia Bridge. Penmon 
Point, a rugged and remote spot on the south-east tip 
of the island was the location for our ‘Tempest’ story 
in Rowan Magazine 60. A dramatic sight, Black Point 
lighthouse stands between Penmon Point and Puffin 
Island and gives a mournful gong every 30 minutes 
day and night. The bold black and white stripes are 
there to make it even more visible in the daylight 
as the conditions in this area for navigation can be 
quite treacherous. As was shown in 1831, when the 
‘Rothsay Castle’ was sailing between Liverpool & 
Wales in bad weather, 130 lives were lost when the 
Rothsay was driven against the Dutchman’s bank. It 
is believed that this is what led to the design of the 
lighthouse by James Walter in 1835.

Situated off the north-east coast of Kent and less than 
50 miles from London lies another island, The Isle 
of Sheppey – home to the ‘Beachcomber’ story in 
Rowan Magazine 61. This small isle packs in a variety 
of landscapes with a wealth of coast to explore 
including several award winning beaches. 

Home-grown
Photoshoots

FEATURE
………………………



9    A U T U M N  2 0 1 8

1. Caister by Marie Wallin, 4ply Cotton, Knitting & Crochet Magazine 41 • 2. Old fishing boat on the Isle of Sheppy 
3. Black Point Lighthouse • 4. Seaham by Martin Storey, Softyak DK, Knitting & Crochet Magazine 61

5. Bayberry by Sarah Hatton, Softyak DK, Knitting & Crochet Magazine 61 • 6. Nimbus by Sarah Hatton, Felted Tweed, Knitting & Crochet Magazine 60
7. Holkham Nature Reserve •  8. Traveller Scarf by Martin Storey, Big Wool, Knitting & Crochet Magazine 48 

9. Maritime by Sarah Dallas, Cotton Glacé, Knitting & Crochet Magazine 41

1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6.

7. 8. 9.

https://knitrowan.com/en/designs-patterns/seaham
https://knitrowan.com/en/designs-patterns/bayberry
https://knitrowan.com/en/designs-patterns/nimbus
https://knitrowan.com/en/designs-patterns/traveller-scarf
https://knitrowan.com/en/designs-patterns/seaham
https://knitrowan.com/en/designs-patterns/bayberry
https://knitrowan.com/en/designs-patterns/nimbus
https://knitrowan.com/en/designs-patterns/traveller-scarf
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Heritage
The British Isles boasts a rich 
heritage with an abundance of 
historic houses, castles, palaces and 
stately homes. We have been lucky 
enough to visit many such places over 
the years and it’s always a privilege 
to spend time in locations which are 
so steeped in history. Here are a few 
of our favourites which are open to 
the public…

Calke Abbey was the wonderful 
and quirky setting for our 
beautiful Finesse story in Rowan 
Magazine 50. Set in the heart 
of Derbyshire this magnificent 
Baroque house came into the 
ownership of the National 
Trust in 1985. Built on the site 
of a former priory, the house 
was completed in 1704 by 
Sir John Harpur. The family 
name changed to Crewe and 
then to Harpur Crewe and the 

family wealth was accumulated 
through clever marriage and the 
proceedings of land ownership. 
Throughout the generations 
the family displayed a range of 
eccentric characteristics from 
being strangely reclusive to 
fanatical collectors. What makes 
Calke so special is its survival in 
an era of decline with many of its 
contents remaining astonishingly 
complete: room after room is 
filled with cases of antiquities and 
silver, butterflies and stuffed birds, 
children’s toys and minerals. The 
National Trust has made essential 
repairs to the fabric of the 
building, but inside it endeavours 
to present the place as it was 
found, preserving Calke Abbey’s 
potent, but fragile atmosphere of 
quiet decay.

Nestled on an island between 
the River Aire and the Aire 

and Calder Navigation canal, 
Thwaite Mills is one of the last 
remaining examples of a working 
water-powered mill in Britain. A 
previous visit told us it would 
be the perfect setting for the 
dramatic Shadowland story in 
Rowan Magazine 46. Thwaite 
Mills Society, a registered charity, 
was formed in 1978 to restore 
and preserve this unique site as 
an industrial museum. Thwaite 
Mills is now run by Leeds City 
Council in partnership with 
Yorkshire Water. This active 
museum offers a great day out for 
all interests and ages and special 
event days turn back the clock 
to relive what life was like in 
wartime 1940’s Britain. Thwaite 
Mills, totally surrounded by 
industry and only 2 miles from 
Leeds City Centre, has also 
become an important wildlife 
haven for many species such as 

1. 2.
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kingfishers, herons, foxes, badgers, 
rabbits, woodpeckers and many 
more. 

Nestling in the valley of the River 
Wye, about two miles from the 
Derbyshire town of Bakewell, 
lies Haddon Hall. Celebrating 
its description by Pevsner as ‘the 
English castle par excellence’, it 
proved to be the perfect setting 
for our stunning Romancing 
collection in Rowan Magazine 54. 
Haddon Hall is a good example of 
a fortified manor house, offering 
the visitor fine examples of 
medieval and Tudor architecture 
and beautiful gardens restored in 
the early 20th century by the 9th 
Duchess of Rutland. 

A photoshoot in the early 90’s 
took us to Stanway House in 
Gloucestershire, a Jacobean manor 
situated at the foot of the Cotswolds 

where we photographed the 
Winter’s Tale Story for Rowan 
Magazine 16. With its gatehouse, 
church, gardens and surrounding 
parks and farmland it depicts a 
truly English setting. The Stanway 
Water Garden apparently boasts 
the tallest fountain in Britain!

Gardens and Parks
We have some wonderful outdoor 
spaces in the UK, from formal and 
informal gardens often associated with 
our rich heritage and stately estates, to 
wide areas of open parkland…

The National Arboretum at 
Westonbirt, Gloucestershire 
was the spectacular location for 
our wonderful Wildwood story 
in Rowan Magazine 50. We 
photographed the collection at 
the end of October 2010 and 
the colours of the trees, especially 
the maples, made it a very special 

3. 5.

4.

1. Calke Abbey
2. Thwaites Mill 
3. Salome by Vibe Ulrik, Kidsilk Haze, 
Knitting & Crochet Magazine 54
4. Bradford by Sarah Hatton, Big Wool, 
Knitting & Crochet Magazine 46 
5. Haddon Hall

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/calke-abbey
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/museumsandgalleries/thwaitemills/Home
https://www.haddonhall.co.uk/
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and magical experience. For most visitors Westonbirt 
Arboretum is synonymous with the spectacular 
autumn colour of the maples, however the collection 
has many other species that give Westonbirt
all year round appeal. 

The ‘Kyoto’ story in Rowan Magazine 59 was 
unusually photographed in two locations – Tatton 
Park, Cheshire and the private Compton Acres in 
Poole, Dorset, both of which captured the Japanese 
essence of the story. Tatton Park is well known for 
playing host to the RHS Flower Show and is located 
in Knutsford on the Cheshire Plain. The estate is 
home to a neo-classical mansion, a Tudor hall, award 
winning gardens and a working farm, all set in a 1,000 
acre deer park.

Mountains
It could be said that the breath taking Scottish landscape is the 
perfect location for a Rowan shoot! Its dramatic mountains, 
open spaces and big skies are truly stunning. We remember 
two locations that really stand out in the archive…

The Cawdor Estate just outside Nairn, Inverness 
provided the backdrop to two stories from Rowan 

Magazine 42 – Highlander and Tundra. Its dramatic 
landscape of winding rivers, valleys and moorlands 
covered in stunning heather perfectly captured the 
great outdoors feel of both stories. 

Glencoe is one of the most magical and awe inspiring 
locations we have used and is the breath-taking 
backdrop to our stunning Wilderness collection in 
Rowan Magazine 56. Glencoe is located in the west 
of the Scottish Highlands within the district of Argyll 
and Bute. This national park is internationally famous 
for its stunning landscapes and its natural and cultural 
heritage. It’s a place of towering, spectacular brooding 
hills, diverse and rare wildlife and of a famous yet tragic 
event in Scotland’s history. ‘The Massacre of Glencoe’ 
has often been portrayed as a tale of severe clan rivalry 
between the MacDonalds and the Campbells. The 
massacre occurred on the 13th February 1692 when 
the majority of the MacDonald clan where brutally 
killed by the Campbells. Glencoe is very popular 
with many visitors including mountaineers and hill 
walkers. There are 4 mountains and 8 munros to 
explore within the national park, with over 49 miles 
of mountain footpaths to ‘get away from it all’.

1. 2.
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1. The National Arboretum at Westonbirt • 2. Tatton Park Japanese Gardens
3. Faroe wrap by Marie Wallin, Big Wool, Knitting & Crochet Magazine 42 

4. Rannoch Dress by Marie Wallin, Big Wool, Knitting & Crochet Magazine 42
5. & 6. Glencoe

3. 4.

5. 6.

https://www.forestry.gov.uk/westonbirt
http://www.tattonpark.org.uk/home.aspx
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O’Mally by Lisa Richardson, 
Knitting & Crochet Magazine 38
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Lisa Richardson is Rowan’s 
senior designer and technical 
manager and has turned 40 this 
year, the same as Rowan!
“I came to Rowan with a 
background in tailoring and 
homewares. I’d learnt to knit 
and crochet at an early age so it felt like a natural 
progression. I loved the ethos of Rowan, creating 
beautiful garments using amazing yarns in a ‘slow 
fashion’ way.”
Lisa has been with Rowan for 15 years. “The first 
thing I designed was in fabric for Mag 34. “I’m 
now senior designer and art direct and style most of 
the Rowan shoots. I also manage the whole of the 
pattern process for the brand.
“Coming from a tailoring background, shape is 
always an important factor for me when designing, 
but equally I like playing with texture and colour 
work and love slip stitch patterns.”
Like many other Rowan designers, her favourite 
yarns are Felted Tweed and Kidsilk Haze.
“Each yarn is perfect when used on its own in a 
variety of stitches but when used together they 
enhance each other creating a beautifully soft 
tweedy look with a slight haze.
The colour palette for both of these yarns is so 
inspiring and they blend well when working them 
together.”

Key Rowan design: “O’Mally from Magazine 38; a 
crochet coat in Felted Tweed.”
Favourite Rowan design by another designer: “Too 
many to mention!”

Martin Storey has been 
working with Rowan for the 
last 25 years. After learning to 
knit at a young age he never 
stopped, and went on to study 
fashion, including handknits. 
Martin spent 15 years with 
Artwork, honing his handknit skills, where he first 
encountered Rowan yarns. 
“I thought then they were just beautiful yarns to 
design and work with. At the beginning of the 
90’s I was looking to work as a freelance designer. 
Stephen Sheard straight away asked if I would like 
to contribute to the Rowan magazines. 
“My very first Rowan designs – Dalesman and 
Smoking Jacket – were featured in Magazine 16, 
together with a designer interview. Ever since then, 
I’ve continued to contribute Rowan magazine 
designs – around 48 magazines in total! I’m 
currently working on designs for issue 65 as well 
as designing around four to six brochures per year.
“Currently, I’ve been working a lot with Hemp 
Tweed and Softyak DK. Both yarns look fabulous 
in cable and textured designs. For colourwork I 
would always gravitate towards Felted Tweed.
“I love that Rowan encourage creative freedom in 
their unique handknit designs and because I’m also 
involved in selecting their wonderful yarns it feels 
very personal to me.”

Key Rowan design: “Dales Aran from Magazine 16. 
I like to think it encouraged a new wave of men 
who knit!”
Favourite Rowan design by another designer: “Too 
many to choose from!” 

Rowan Designers

FEATURE
………………………

MORE INFO MORE INFO

https://www.facebook.com/LisaRichardsonRowanDesigner/
https://www.martinstorey.co.uk
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Dee Hardwicke is a relatively 
new addition to the Rowan 
stable of designers, but has been 
working with Rowan yarns for 
years. 
“When I was a teenager the 
mother of a friend of mine 
did lots of knitting with Rowan yarns and I really 
enjoyed grouping the balls into palettes and textures. 
I was fascinated by the way different weights of 
yarn can create unique looks, but what I found 
particularly exciting was the potential to transform 
these beautiful yarns into gorgeous yet practical 
pieces. I knitted my first jumper and was hooked! 
I went on to train in the fine arts, and it seemed a 
natural progression to apply those skills to creating 
products – from knitwear to tiles and stationery – 
that could be enjoyed on a day-to-day basis.”
Dee eventually got in touch with Rowan to suggest 
a collaboration, and her first book, Little Colourwork 
Knits was born. She has since designed two more 
collections in Rowan yarns - A Story in Yarn: How 
to Design and Knit an Intarsia Heirloom Quilt, and 
Colourwork Knits (both Quail Publishing). 
Dee’s second book proved a turning point in her 
relationship with the handknit world.
“The idea of creating a quilt filled with unique 
memories to treasure for generations to come 
seems to have really struck a chord. People are still 
contacting me about it and sharing pictures of their 
very own quilts on social media. It really has been a 
joyous and very memorable experience.”

Key Rowan design: “The Circle Flowers sweater 
from Colourwork Knits.”
Favourite Rowan design by another designer: “A 
stunning Kaffe Fassett-designed cardigan which 
featured little squares of colour with another 
pattern running through it.”

Kim Hargreaves is well 
known for her beautiful pattern 
books, and like many key names 
in knitwear, she came up the 
Rowan way. 
“My mum worked for Rowan. 
The brand, although in its 
early days, seemed exciting and full of possibilities. 
After pestering one of Rowan’s founders, Stephen 
Sheard, he saw my potential and gave me a chance 
for which I’m ever grateful. 
“I started on a job placement from sixth form 
college, printing tapestry canvases for their craft 
business. As Rowan moved into handknitting I 
moved into their design room, eventually becoming 
Rowan’s in-house designer.”
Kim spent several years in the role, before leaving to 
launch her own design collections.   
“Whilst I no longer design for Rowan, I use the 
yarns in our books. We work with old favourites 
along with new ones that feel right for the season 
and the collection. Brushed Fleece is a goodie but 
Kidsilk Haze has been my number one since it was 
launched. It’s one of the most versatile yarns, in 
some great colours. 
“Rowan is still close to my heart, for me what 
is special are the wonderful people that built the 
brand and the team that carry it forward.” 

Key Rowan design: “A simple navy and ecru 
striped cardigan for Rowan’s first summer book.”  
Favourite Rowan design by another designer: “Kaffe 
Fassett’s ‘Earth Stripe Tunic’ from Magazine 42, 
oversized and knitted in many shades of Kidsilk 
Haze, perfect.”    

MORE INFO

Opposite: Earth Stripe Tunic Dress by Kaffe Fassett, Kidsilk Haze, 
Knitting & Crochet Magazine 42

Inset: Circle Flowers Sweater by Dee Hardwicke,
Colourwork Knits

MORE INFO

https://www.kimhargreaves.co.uk
http://www.deehardwicke.co.uk


17    A U T U M N  2 0 1 8



18    R O W A N

Debbie Abrahams is well 
known for her mystery blanket 
and cushion clubs, but kick-
started her handknit career as a 
Rowan consultant and freelance 
designer.
“I first came across Rowan and 
their yarns in a little knitting shop in Cambridge 
more than 30 years ago. I have a very vivid memory 
of walking in, seeing all the colours of the yarns on 
the shelves, and thinking ‘wow – they are amazing!’” 
Debbie eventually got a job as a design consultant 
for Rowan in John Lewis, Nottingham, while 
developing her own pattern ideas. She showed 
these to Rowan founder Stephen Sheard, which led 
to her first published design, Ceramica, in Magazine 
19.
“Now, 22 years on from that starting point, I am 
working full time as a freelance knitwear designer 
and author running my own handknit design 
business. 
“My all-time favourite Rowan yarn has to be 
Cotton Glace. It is a mercerised cotton with the 
most amazing drape and smooth handle. And the 
colour palette for this yarn has always been stunning, 
bursting with bright, vibrant shades which are 
perfect for my designs.”

Key Rowan design: “Ceramica from Magazine 19.”
Favourite Rowan design by another designer: “Foolish 
Virgins by Kaffe Fassett. For me this is the ultimate 
challenge in intarsia – but one that I have not yet 
taken on myself!”

Jane Crowfoot is one of the 
UK’s leading crochet designers, 
and started off as a Rowan 
design consultant more than 20 
years ago. 
“Working for Rowan in the 
early days was really exciting. We were a relatively 
small team spread across the country and so we all 

MORE INFO

Foolish Virgins by Kaffe Fassett, 
Knitting & Crochet Magazine 47

Orkney by Marie Wallin 
Knitting & Crochet Magazine 52

www.debbieabrahams.com
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got to travel quite a lot, teaching workshops and 
giving demonstrations. 
I went on to be consultant manager alongside 
Sharon Brant [now Rowan Brand Director] for a brief 
period and then as an assistant to Sharon. For the 
last 10 years I have worked on various projects with 
the company.”
Jane worked as a freelance knitwear designer for 
many years, before a commission to write a crochet 
book led to her falling in love with the medium. 
Her iconic blanket designs are now recreated 
by crocheters worldwide and often incorporate 
Rowan yarns.
“It has to be the yarn quality that keeps me coming 
back to Rowan for my own design work. “Soft Yak 
is probably my current favourite as it is just so soft 
and scrummy. I am also a big fan of Summerlite DK, 
as it is so nice to crochet with. My all time favourite 
is Cotton Glace, closely followed by Felted Tweed.”

Key Rowan design: “My first published design was 
the ‘Tucker’ table mat, a free pattern for Rowan 
Members.”
Favourite Rowan design by another designer: “Foolish 
Virgins by Kaffe Fassett. simply because of the 
memories it conjures up when I see it.” 

Marie Wallin was Rowan’s 
head designer from 2005 to 
2014, joining the company 
after a background in designing 
machine-knitted and hand-
knitted clothing.
“I used Rowan ‘Silkystones’ 
yarn in my machine knits, says Marie. “Rowan then 
made me aware of their handknitting yarns and these 
inspired me to start designing for handknitting.”
Although she now works independently, Marie still 
regularly designs with her most-loved Rowan yarn, 
Felted Tweed; “The colours are lovely and the yarn 
itself is great to knit with and it washes and wears 

really well. It is an ideal yarn for my colourwork and 
stitch designs.”
Over her 11 years at Rowan Marie got to know 
Kaffe Fassett, a personal design hero, and even taught 
him how to crochet, but an encounter with a certain 
movie star proved equally memorable!
“When I first joined Rowan, I went down to London 
to a Martin Storey shoot at a location house. We were 
photographing on the first floor but on the ground 
floor Ewan McGregor was being photographed for 
GQ magazine. He came up to say hello to us all before 
he left and he was so nice! I left that day thinking all 
photoshoots would be like this…how wrong was I!”

Key Rowan design: “Orkney from Magazine 52, one of 
my most popular designs.”
Favourite Rowan design by another designer: “I have always 
loved Kaffe’s Kilim Jacket in the iconic Magazine 10.”

MORE INFO

MORE INFO

Kilim Jacket by Kaffe Fassett, 
Knitting & Crochet Magazine 10

https://janiecrow.co.uk/presta
https://www.mariewallin.com
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With Rowan celebrating their 40th 
anniversary we take a look back at 
1978, the year your favourite yarn 
brand was born.

MUSIC
1978 began with Wings’ Mull of Kintyre topping 
the charts and ended with that soon-to-be school 
disco favourite YMCA by the Village People in 
pole position. Along the way Tony Wilson founded 
The Factory in Manchester, the eventual birthplace 
of Joy Division, The Smiths and The Stone Roses. 
The Sex Pistols played their last gig, and it was 
the year of John Travolta; Grease and Saturday 
Night Fever dominated the dance floors. Kate 
Bush wrote Wuthering Heights, still the ultimate 
soundtrack to doomed romance 40 years later. 

FILM
Annie Hall picked up the Oscar for Best Picture at 
the 50th Academy Awards and launched a thousand 
pant suits in the process. The Superman saga began, 
with Christopher Reeve as the man in the cape, and 
just when you thought it was safe to go back in the 
water, Jaws 2 arrived! If that wasn’t scary enough for 

cinema goers, the first film in the Hallowe’en canon 
was released, while children were left traumatised 
by an animated film about rabbits - the brilliant, but 
harrowing Watership Down.

TV
Dallas - a saga about Texan oil barons - gripped 
soap lovers, while on home ground Grange Hill, 
a rather more down-to-earth affair, charted the 
ups and downs of London school kids and their 
teachers. The Incredible Hulk was a huge hit both 
sides of the Atlantic and Anna Ford became the first 
woman newsreader on ITV’s News at Ten, paving 
the way for a generation of female newscasters.

LITERATURE
Maya Angelou’s seminal poetry anthology And Still 
I Rise was published - she would later speak at the 
inauguration of Barack Obama. Richard Nixon 
released his memoirs, despite a campaign to stop 
the disgraced president from profiting from them. 
Iris Murdoch’s The Sea, The Sea wooed critics, 
while children celebrated the arrival of Roald 
Dahl’s 14th book The Enormous Crocodile. Spoiler 
alert: it doesn’t end well for the gargantuan reptile...

Knit 
Back 

In Time
By Rosee Woodland
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SPORT
Argentina won the World Cup, beating the 
Netherlands 3-1, and distance runner Steve Ovett 
was heralded as the BBC Sports Personality of the 
Year - the following year rival Sebastian Coe took 
the honour.
Tennis had one of its most memorable summers, 
with Bjorn Borg and Martina Navratilova winning 
Wimbledon, beating Jimmy Connors and Chris 
Evert. Ian ‘Beefy’ Botham became the first man in 
the history of cricket to score a century and take 
eight wickets in one Test match innings.
Wales won the Five Nations Rugby Union contest 
and the first Ironman Triathlon was held in Hawaii, 
sparking a million midlife crises!

NEWS
NASA unveiled the first women to enter astronaut 
training. One of them, Sally Ride eventually became 
the first American woman in space. Remaining 
in the air, the first transatlantic balloon flight 
was completed, taking 137 hours and 6 minutes. 
Democracy was returned to Spain three years after 

the death of dictator Franco. On a lighter note, 
Britain’s first naturist beach opened in Hastings.

POLITICS
The House of Commons became part of 
permanent radio broadcasting for the first time, 
prompting 2,799 complaints from listeners either 
bored, confused or simply appalled by the rowdy 
behaviour of MPs. Eleven years later cameras were 
allowed in. The Conservatives ushered in the era 
of spin, enlisting ad agency Saatchi & Saatchi 
to improve their image. The minority Labour 
government struggled to hold onto power and a 
series of strikes marked the beginning of the Winter 
of Discontent.
 
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Arno Penzia and Robert Wilson bagged the Nobel 
prize for physics after discovering direct evidence 
of the big bang and Louise Brown, the world’s first 
IVF baby was born. Sony invented the Walkman, 
and amusement arcades saw the launch of Space 
Invaders.
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FASHION
Disco style came to the high street, with skinny 
strapped and off-the-shoulder dresses, and metallic 
accessories all the rage. Farah Fawcett in Charlie’s 
Angels sparked a trend for lip gloss, blue eyeshadow 
and flicked hair. For daytime folky separates and 
dungarees were popular, along with long flowing 
tea dresses.
Aviator sunglasses, turtle necks and shawl-collared 
cardigans were a hit with men thanks to David 
Soul’s turn in Starsky and Hutch. Superstar footballer 
and later England manager Kevin Keegan invited 
ridicule with his curly perm and punk style took 
off in London.

WEATHER
The year started chilly, with blizzards in the South 
West in February and snow could still be seen at 
the top of the Caingorms and the Grampians at the 
end of the summer. After a mild and dry November 
a cold northwesterly front saw the snow return, 
making it the coldest winter on record at the time 
and only beaten a handful of times since. On New 

Year’s Eve 1978 the weather got even worse, with 
snow drifts of up to two metres reported and weeks 
of freezing conditions to come as the bells rang in 
1979…

MEANWHILE…
In a small office above a grocer’s shop, two 
Yorkshiremen - Stephen Sheard and Simon Cockin 
- dreamt up a plan to develop colourful yarns for 
rug weaving. As handknitting took off the pair 
branched out and the Rowan brand as we know 
it was born.



24    R O W A N



25    A U T U M N  2 0 1 8

Knitting yokes has enjoyed a recent resurgence, with modern twists 
on more traditional patterns and new yarns providing almost limitless 
combinations of colours and texture. Yet for some of us, these 
versatile garments have been a constant staple in our wardrobes.  I still 
remember the pair of yoked jumpers that my mum knitted for my 
dad and herself – my dad’s ordained in reds, creams and browns; hers 
in blues, greens and purples. The colourful, eye-catching yoke was the 
closest that my mum ever got to wearing jewellery - content, as she is, 
wearing only her wedding band and her watch.  Stunning as they were 
– particularly when worn as a pair –no fuss or fanfare accompanied 
their creation or wearing and so when smaller versions were made 
for myself and my siblings, they were accepted as a normal part of 
our wardrobes – and this has been true for generations of families, 
through time and across the world.  Similarly, beautiful colour work, 
and particularly stranded colour work, is one of Rowan’s signature 
styles, and yoke designs have long appeared in Rowan’s collections, 
embracing different modes of construction to create distinct and 
striking garments. 

Round Up of Yokes
By Katherine Lymer

FEATURE
………………………

Rainey
by Sarah Hatton
Kid Classic
Knitting & Crochet Magazine 60

https://knitrowan.com/en/designs-patterns/rainey
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As with most knitting techniques, there are multiple 
ways of producing the same result and so it is with 
knitting yokes, with knitters embracing top-down 
and bottom-up methods as well as knitting a flat 
length of fabric onto which stitches can be picked 
up from, or grafted to, to create the yoke.  These 
variations have been embraced among Rowan 
designers:  Marie Wallin’s “Anatolia”, from Mag 54, 
combines a variety of knitting techniques: The Fair 
Isle sleeves and the front and back of the body are 
knitted separately, back and forth, and then these 
individual components are knitted together to 
work the richly coloured yoke from the bottom up, 
ending in the soft, round neck of the jumper.  

Although also worked from the bottom up and 
using a similar approach in construction, Vibe 
Ulrik’s “Laide”, from Mag 56, is knitted entirely in 
the round and uses a combination of colour work 
and slip stitches to beautiful effect. More recently, 
we have been treated to yoke designs that allow us 
to explore not only differences in design but also 
weight of yarn, from the beautiful Felted Tweed 
in “Fumber”, in Mag 62, to the aran weight Kid 
Classic and the chunky Cocoon used in “Nyla” 
and “Rainey”, both from Mag 60. Techniques for 
knitting (and purling) two-handed Fair Isle have 
been previously described in our Autumn 2017 
“How to”, and in this issue, we’re discussing the 
more general approaches to knitting in the round.  

Veering away from more traditional colour work, 
Marie Wallin’s “Lexy”, available online, is a bold 
example of using yokes to create a seamless, multi-
coloured striped jumper.  The yoke has been 
stunningly utilised to create a band of continuous 
colours across the shoulders, with perfectly 
matching stripes continuing down the body and 
arms.  The whole effect is truly visually pleasing 
and, no doubt, benefits from the knowledge of 
creating “jogless stripes”, which is another of the 
subjects covered in this month’s “How to” tutorial.

Sarah Hatton’s “Frosty” was my personal 
introduction to using yokes that featured 
cables, instead of colour, and differed from the 
aforementioned patterns in that the yoke band was 
knitted first with the rest of the cardigan being built 
from this foundation. Stitches picked up above the 
band formed the neckline; stitches picked up below 
the yoke band formed the yoke (proper) and were 
then divided into the body and sleeves. From the 
same magazine, Marie Wallin’s “Snowy” provided 
us with another cables-yoke cardigan, this time 
knitted in heavier-weight Kid Classic and using 
similar construction methods as “Laide”.  

Not only have the colour, texture and lace yoke 
patterns continued to evolve but, so too, has our 
desire to wear yokes throughout the year.  Rowan’s 
most recent offering of these is Sarah Hatton’s 
short-sleeved “Stockport” (available online), which 
is perfect for layering.  Its prominent cables flow 
throughout its length, and exquisitely compliment 
the cable chain that forms the yoke-style neckline. 
It has become easier than ever to find a style and 
skill level to suit you and your wardrobe, across all 
the seasons.
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1. Anatolia by Marie Wallin, Felted Tweed, Knitting & Crochet Magazine 54 
2. Frosty by Sarah Hatton, Felted Tweed, Knitting & Crochet Magazine 58
3. Fumber by Marie Wallin, Felted Tweed, Knitting & Crochet Magazine 62

4. Laide by Vibe Ulrik, Felted Tweed, Knitting & Crochet Magazine 56
5. Nyla by Marie Wallin, Cocoon, Knitting & Crochet Magazine 60

6. Snowy by Marie Wallin, Kid Classic, Knitting & Crochet Magazine 58

https://knitrowan.com/en/designs-patterns/frosty
https://knitrowan.com/en/designs-patterns/nyla
https://knitrowan.com/en/designs-patterns/snowy-0
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Turkish Carnation Jacket by Kaffe Fassett, 1980.
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Established in 1978, Rowan was born into what was a very 
exciting period for hand knitting design, as the following 
extract from ‘The Classic Collection’ by Sasha Kagan 
explores…

Sandy Black, Professor of Fashion and Textile Design and Technology 
at the London College of Fashion, describes how from the early 1970s 
a new wave of designers rediscovered the delights of hand knitting.

In contrast to the raucous 1960s ‘youthquake’ in both music and 
fashion, pioneered by designers such as Mary Quant, Foale and Tuffin, 
Barbara Hulaniki of Biba, and Ossie Clark, knitwear remained a 
largely utilitarian, somewhat staid, element of basic clothing — the 
commercially mass-produced classics of an older generation. However, 
during the following decade a quiet revolution in knitwear began. 
In tandem with a resurgence of interest in handmade crafts and as a 
backlash to mass production, these designers (mainly self-taught and 
mainly women) reinterpreted past techniques and joyfully worked 
with colour and natural materials in a true renaissance of the art.

Despite a wonderfully creative flowering of hand knitting in the 
austerity years of the 1940s and 1950s, by the 1970s handmade 
knitwear was considered dowdy and decidedly old-fashioned. As 
discussed in Knitwear in Fashion (Sandy Black, Thames & Hudson, 
2002) knitwear was a parallel industry, a Cinderella of fashion, which 
had arisen out of the important, but essentially practical, hosiery 
and underwear trade, and which only occasionally intersected with 
‘real’ fashion. In the mid-1960s the advent of miniskirts stimulated a 
demand for designer stockings and tights, and Vogue began to feature 
new knitted fashions from companies such as the Women’s Home 
Industries, Jaeger and Susan Small. 

‘Knitwear was a Cinderella of fashion, which only occasionally  
intersected with “real” fashion.’
 

The birth of the designer knit

A Quiet Revolution
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But it was during the 1970s and early 1980s that a great British 
burst of creativity occurred, fuelled in part by the strength of its art 
colleges and higher education in fine arts, textiles and fashion design. 
The influential fashion writer Suzy Menkes captured the importance 
of this movement for fashion in her book The Knitwear Revolution 
(Bell and Hyman, 1983), a rare accolade for knitwear to have been 
dealt with seriously in terms of fashion. My own Vase of Flowers coat 
design featured on the cover of this book.

Operating quite separately, but responding to the same Zeitgeist, 
individual designers brought their fresh approach to handmade 
knitwear, focused on colour, texture and often quirky graphic design, 
inspired by decorative arts of all kinds. Some had studied textiles or 
fine art, occasionally even fashion, while others were completely self-
taught. Whatever the route, a new genre of  ‘designer knitwear’ was born.  
 
Several key names emerged, each with their own distinctive design 
repertoire and colourful yarn palettes, including Patricia Roberts, 
Kaffe Fassett (initially working with Bill Gibb and Missoni and 
then under his own name), Susan Duckworth, Artwork, Jamie and 
Jessie Seaton and, of course, Sasha Kagan. As I learnt from personal 
experience, designer knitwear was initially considered too crafty for 
serious fashion, and too fashion-orientated for the crafts community. 
However, designer knitwear quickly found its niche and gained a 
fantastic following in many countries around the world. Overseas 
buyers, especially from prestigious department stores in America 
and Japan (such as Saks Fifth Avenue, Henri Bendel and Bergdorf 
Goodman in New York) and exclusive boutiques (such as Three Bags 
Full in Los Angeles and Betsi Bunki Nini in New York), rushed to 
snap up original knitwear designed in the UK.

Designer knitwear owed its distinctiveness to the fact that the 
complex, multicoloured and multi-textured designs, using many 
yarns, could only be made manually (on needles or by manual 
work on the hand frame) and could not at the time be replicated 
by mass-production methods. (Only the exceptional Missoni in Italy 
seemed able to translate its creative vision into colourful machine-
made fabrics.) Coupled with this design ethos, the legacy of hand-
knitting skills, which had continued to be passed down through many 
generations, enabled a ready-made work force for these fledgling 
designer knitwear businesses that rose to the challenge of successfully 
trading in international markets.

A knitting pattern from the 1950s.

Front cover of The Knitwear Revolution 
showing Sandy Black’s Vase of Flowers 
coat.

The front cover of Big and Little Sweaters.
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Sasha Kagan’s designs exhibit a distinctive handwriting, often inspired 
by the surrounding Welsh landscape, flowers and the changing seasons. 
Applying her visual skills, she demonstrates a sure eye for the merging 
of pattern, scale, colour and texture throughout her many designs, 
coupled with attention to detail in garment finish and styling. She 
always aims for ‘beauty, style and craftsmanship’ and for the last four 
decades has designed garments that have stood the test of time.

Several themes are regularly revisited, including floral and interlocking 
geometric patterns in combinations of lusciously coloured natural 
yarns — the designs scaled to work successfully when on the body. 
Early signature designs are notable for witty figurative ‘nursery’ 
graphics, such as her prowling cats, Scotty dogs and running boys 
motifs, which although in a simple repeat, flow rhythmically and 
delight the eye. Strong geometric graphics feature in all the collections 
and series of five pattern books, but are simpler and more brightly 
coloured in her second book Sasha Kagan’s Big and Little Sweaters 
(Dorling Kindersley, 1987) showing inspiration from the Memphis 
school. In her more recent compilation Knitwear (GMC Publications, 
2008), more use is made of stitch structures such as cables and lace, 
interspersing the floral motifs.

The general public was greatly inspired by designer hand knitting, 
and the 1980s saw an explosion of designer knitting pattern books, 

Sasha Kagan wearing her Scotty dog design, 1975.

Catalogue from Sasha’s 1984 exhibition.
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knitting kits and several exhibitions, including The Knitwear Revue 
(The British Crafts Centre London, 1983), Knit One Purl One (V&A 
Museum, London, 1985) and Knitting a Common Art (The Minories 
Colchester and The Crafts Council, touring exhibition, 1986). The 
first and last in this list featured Sasha Kagan’s work alongside designs 
by myself, Kaffe Fassett, Patricia Roberts, Susan Duckworth, Carrie 
White, Susie Freeman and several others. In my own exhibition 
The New Knitting (The Knitting and Stitching Show, London, 
Harrogate, Dublin, Knutsford, 1998), I included Sasha’s Kikan Cape 
and Pansy sweaters as key pieces in a survey of designer knitwear. 
Sasha exhibited at the V&A, London, in 2000 to coincide with the 
publication of Country Inspiration (Taunton Press, 2000) and two of 
her pieces, Annacat ruched sweater and the Hawthorn jacket are in 
the permanent collections. 

Sasha continues to spread her infectious enthusiasm for hand knitting  
in seminars and workshops worldwide, teaching and writing to 
encourage new knitters. Even though much has changed technically 
in the last four decades, with sophisticated technology now available, 
the depth of colour, detail, richness of texture and personal expression 
within hand-knitted garments continues to be appreciated. This has 
great significance in contemporary society, where the mark of the hand 
and the investment of time in making cannot be mass manufactured.

Title - “ The Classic Collection”
ISBN- 978-1-86108-845-1
Publisher – Guild of Master Craftsmen

SASHA
KAGAN.CO.UK

Kikan cape, 1977.

Prowling Cats design.

http://www.sashakagan.co.uk/
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In part 3, Katie Calvert explains how the yarn is 
developed to create that show stopping garment, 
strikingly displayed by Rowan in one of their 
publications.

The new yarns have been chosen, tension swatches 
knitted, and classic Rowan yarns retained. We can 
all admire and appreciate the feel of luxury yarn 
against our skin but it can be much harder to 
visualise it without experiencing the final product 
on our bodies or simply held in our hands. That is 
the thing which I love about Rowan. Whilst the 
yarns are delightful and the shades eye-catching, the 
designs make the yarn come alive, lending character 
to the brand as each designer has their own unique 
style reworked to accommodate each and every 
Rowan customer.
A design brief will have been put together, based 
on upcoming trends and the style preferences of 
the Rowan customer. For the main magazine, this 
design brief is then distributed to all of the selected 
designers. Designers submit their designs and then 
wait with baited breath to see what will be chosen. 
These small, hand drawn, original designs are 
charming to see, and make a good guessing game 
of ‘who’s the designer’, as you begin to recognise 
the individual illustration style of each knitwear 
designer. For other brochures, it can often be just 
one designer who creates all the designs, but as the 

magazine is the ‘Piece de Resistance’ for Rowan, it’s 
lovely that more people are involved to produce the 
best showcase of Rowan yarn.
Once the designs have been finalised, it’s time to 
send them off to one of Rowan’s pattern writers. 
For the smaller pieces, Lisa Richardson, Rowan’s 
own in-house designer and pattern editor, will 
write the patterns, but the more complicated and 
longer patterns are written out of office. There 
will be some negotiating back and forth between 
the Rowan pattern writers and Lisa to ensure the 
precision of the pattern, and any knitting charts 
required will be drawn up on Adobe Illustrator and 
shades checked. It is now that you begin to hear the 
sound of previously despondent knitting needles 
(or crochet hooks) as Rowan’s dedicated team of 
knitters enthusiastically tackle their latest projects.
The length of these projects can widely differ, as 
you will be well aware. Whilst all this is progressing, 
work has already begun organising the photo shoot, 
which will beautifully showcase the yarn and the 
garments designed by the team, making them look 
as desirable to you as they do to the Rowan family. 
Often when the design brief for the magazine or 
brochures is being planned, locations will already 
be in mind. It is the responsibility of the photo 
shoot coordinator to organise and sign off these 
locations and set up agreements with the chosen 
photographers, hair and make-up artists, as well as 

From Luxury Yarn
to Coveted Garment

By Katie Calvert

A YARN’S TALE
Part 3

………………………
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recommending potential models.
Rowan has chosen some stunningly beautiful places 
to photograph, including locations abroad, but it’s a 
joy to see a British brand choosing UK locations 
to display their designs against the beautiful home 
grown scenery. Even better when that location is 
pretty much on the doorstep of the Huddersfield 
office. Magazine 62 took the team to Haworth, 
set on the striking Yorkshire moors. The location 
complements perfectly the winter mood of the 
garments; the vast, hauntingly beautiful moorland 
landscape vies with the gorgeous pieces for centre 
stage.
Once the shoot is organised, it’s show time! But 
it’s not all as glamorous as it is portrayed when 
it arrives in your inbox or your doormat. Whilst 
photographing in the UK is wonderful, the weather 
is not always on side, and the wind and rain can 
often make the effort put into hair and make-up 
seem futile! That said, it’s an exhilarating feeling at 
the end of a successful photo shoot, as the team 
comes ever closer to showing you the new designs.
There is excitement when new yarn arrives into 
the office and the team crowds round to admire 
it. The arrival of photographs of the new designs 
evokes the same reaction. A call of “photos have 
arrived” rings out and the team excitedly jump up 
off their seats to see the results of their hard work. 
Every publication and collection is special, but 

there’s an extra thrill seeing the images for the main 
magazine. The graphics team will put together a 
series of potential front covers from which the team 
can pick their favourites, before a final decision is 
made later. Like anything involving art and design, 
choices are subjective but it’s fun to discuss why 
someone prefers one image over another. This 
creativity and teamwork is important to the whole 
process from the design of a new yarn to the final 
product launch.
Once the in-house graphics team receive the 
photographs, they begin work editing them and 
creating the final design of the publication. Whilst 
a pretty picture can say many things, the way it is 
displayed and conveyed is important to show you 
how amazing your knitted piece will look. Added to 
the attractive design stories are the articles featured 
in the main magazine. Occasionally written in-
house, freelance writers will also be presented with 
subject matter to research and write about, in order 
to complement the most important aspect of the 
Rowan brand, the luxury yarn.
This whole process will have already begun again 
when the finished publication arrives into the 
office. But for now, everyone takes a moment to 
browse through their own exclusive, special copy, 
hoping that you’ll love it just as much as they do.
To be continued...
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Designer sketches for the Ruby 
story from Knitting & Crochet 
Magazine 64
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Knitting & Crochet Magazine 41 behind the scenes photography in Howarth West Yorkshire.
Photography: Moy Williams • Art Direction & Stylist: Lisa Richardson • Hair & Make Up: Michaela Taylor

Model: Simiatu Morris • Behind the scenes photography: Vicky Calvert
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Lexy by Marie Wallin, using Pure 
Wool Worsted,

Pure Wool Worsted Autumn

CLICK TO
PURCHASE

https://knitrowan.com/en/designs-patterns/lexy
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Many of our best loved 
Rowan patterns require us 

to knit back and forth, creating 
pieces of shaped fabric that need 
to be sewn together to form 
the finished garment, using 
construction methods more 
akin to dressmaking or tailoring. 
Knitting in the round is an 
alternative method that produces 
a seamless garment and can often 
be the method of choice for 
knitters averse to sewing-up!

Knitting in the round, or 
circular knitting, means that we 
are producing a tube of fabric 
as opposed to a flat piece of 
knitting.  Circular knitting can 
be performed using circular or 
double pointed needles (dpns).  
Both can be used for smaller 
projects (such as socks, gloves or 
baby hats) as well as full garments 
– and, often, it is the personal 
preference of the knitter that 
determines the chosen tools. 

As we know, when knitting a 
flat piece of fabric, we work 
forwards and backwards along 
the row, alternating between 
the right and wrong sides, with 
pattern and chart instructions 
specifically for when knitting (or 

purling) each side. When knitting 
stocking stitch in the round, we 
only ever knit the stitches (never 
purl), which means we are always 
working on the right side of the 
fabric, from right to left. So when 
using charts in the round, these 
should only be read from right to 
left. As in all charts, each square 
represents a stitch and, because 
we (usually) knit a piece of fabric 
from the bottom up, the chart is 
read from the bottom.  As usual, 
the meaning of the symbols used 
in the chart are always provided 
in the chart key.

When casting on using dpns, 
it is often easier to cast on the 
total number of stitches onto a 
single dpn (if possible) and then 
distribute these evenly across the 
required number of needles.  If 
using the cable cast on method, 
the stitches can be slipped, 
purlwise, from one needle to the 
next, starting with the last stitch 
cast on.  If, however, a long-tailed 
method was used for casting 
on, it’s better to slip the stitches 
starting with the first stitch cast 
on, to prevent the work from 
becoming loose and unravelling.  
When using a circular needle, 
ensure that the appropriate 

length of cable has been selected 
to allow all the stitches to lie 
neatly beside each other on that 
single cable.

When joining into the round, first 
layout your work on a flat surface 
and carefully examine the stitches 
to identify any groups of twisted 
stitches, with their spiralling cast 
on edge, and rotate these back 
into place so that the cast-on 
edge runs continuously along 
the inner edge of the needle(s), 
Fig1. Before proceeding further, 
it is important to carefully 
consider how we are actually 
going to create a smooth join 
in our round, as simply knitting 

Knit in the Round
By Katherine Lymer

HOW  TO
………………………

Fig 1: Before joining in the round, 
carefully check your stitches to ensure 
there are no twists and that the cast on 
edge runs continuously around the inner 
surface of the needles.
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Cast-on an extra stitch to that specified 
in the pattern. 

Holding both the working and tail ends 
of the yarn together, knit through the first 
and last cast-on stitches as if working a 
“k2tog”. 

(The stitch count has returned to that 
set by the pattern.) Continue knitting as 
normal.

Fig 2. Joining in the Round Method 1

Thread the tail end of the yarn onto a 
darning/tapestry needle.

Join the round by sewing the tail through 
the stich at the end of the round.

Fig 3. Joining in the Round Method 2

Carefully arrange the stitches in the 
round.

Slip the first stitch from the left hand 
needle onto the right hand needle, 
purlwise.

Slip the first stitch from the right hand 
needle, over the slipped stitch, onto the 
left hand needle, purlwise. Begin knitting 
as normal.

Fig 4. Joining in the Round Method 3



39    A U T U M N  2 0 1 8

from one needle to the next is 
likely to result in a displeasing gap.  
Methods include:
Adding an extra stitch and k2tog. 
In preparation, an extra stitch 
needs to be cast on to the number 
specified in the pattern, Fig2(a). 
Having arranged your stiches in 
the round (across dpns or a circular 
needle), slip the last cast on stitch 
beside the first (if using the cable 
cast on) or the first cast on stitch 
beside the last (if using a long-
tail method), Fig2(b). Holding 
together the working end of the 
yarn and the tail, knit these two 
stitches together, pulling firmly 
on both ends of the yarn as the 
stitch is created, Fig2(c).  Work the 
rest of the round as specified and 
remember, when starting round 
two, the first stitch comprises 
two strands of yarn but should be 
worked as a single stitch.
Tail First. Before knitting the 
first round, thread the tail end 
of the yarn onto a darning/
tapestry needle, Fig3(a), and pass it 
through the first/last cast on stitch 
(this will depend on the cast on 
method used), Fig3(b).  Then knit 
the first stitch as above, holding 
both ends of the yarn together.
Swapping the first and last stitch. 
Before starting to knit the first 
round, Fig4(a), slip the first cast 
on stitch, purlwise, to beside the 
last stitch cast on, Fig4(b).  Then 
slip the last stitch, over the first, to 
take the place of the first cast on 
stitch on the other needle, Fig4(c). 
Start knitting as normal (or, as an 
additional safeguard against any 
gap forming, both ends of the 
yarn can be used to work the first 
stitch as described above).

Working in the round easily 
lends itself to creating beautiful 
stranded colour work and 
knitting Fair Isle using two hands 
has been previously covered in 
our Autumn 2017 “How to” 
guide. Also relevant to this topic is 
knitting coloured stripes without 
mismatched or stepped rounds, 
sometimes known as “jogless 
stripes”.  When knitting in the 
round, we are actually knitting 
a spiral, so without any action, 
stripes will not be perfectly 
matched at the beginning/end 
of the round.  This is important 
when knitting striped garments, 
such as Marie Wallin’s “Lexy”, 
Fig5, but is also relevant in 
stranded colour work patterns 
where the background colour 
changes.  To avoid the obvious 
jog between rounds, Fig6(a), 
one method is to change colour, 
as specified by the pattern, and 
complete the first round in the 
new colour.  On round two, 
slip the first stitch, purlwise, and 
then knit the rest of the round 
as normal.  Repeat this process 
every time the colour is changed, 
Fig6(b).  To further disguise 
any slight jogs in the work, the 
cut ends of the colours can be 
used to encourage the stitches 
into better alignment by, on the 
wrong side, carefully weaving the 
ends into the stitches of the same 
colour to help to reduce any gaps 
between stitches.

For consolidation of these 
techniques, please consult 
the Rowan calendar for an 
appropriate workshop near you.

Fig 6. Knitting Coloured 
Stripes in the Round

With jogs

Without jogs



40    R O W A N

New Season Releases
………………………

Rowan Magazine 64
Rowan Magazine 64 tells two stories – the 
first, ‘Ruby’, is a celebration of Rowan’s 40th 
Anniversary! Designers past and present have come 
together to create a Ruby inspired collection using 
some of our favourite yarns, including Kidsilk Haze, 
Felted Tweed, Brushed Fleece, Valley Tweed, Softyak 
DK, to name but a few. The second story features 
Rowan’s brand new yarn Alpaca Classic, a beautiful 
alpaca and cotton blend which lends itself perfectly 
to both colorwork and texture, both of which are 
brought to you in this stunning collection by Lisa 
Richardson. 

Rowan 40 Years 40 Iconic Hand-knit Designs
Celebrate 40 years of iconic Rowan with this beautiful 
collection of some of our best-loved patterns. With 
20 designs reshot and restyled and classic images of 
many more, this encyclopedic retrospective is a must 
for any Rowan fan.  
There are stand-out moments here from all of 
Rowan’s top designers; from the kaleidoscopic 
colours of Kaffe Fassett’s painterly style, to the subtle 
hues of Marie Wallin’s Fair Isle palettes. Wrap yourself 
in the sumptuous texture of Martin Storey’s creative 
cables or create a picture of elegance in impeccable 
tailoring by Kim Hargreaves and Jean Moss. 
Take your time choosing your perfect project. Cast 
on a masterpiece and savour every joyful stitch.

VIEW
COLLECTION

https://knitrowan.com/en/publications/rowan-magazine/rowan-magazine-64
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New Vintage DK
A fantastic collection of DK weight garments from 
designers Lisa Richardson, Martin Storey, Sarah 
Hatton, Vibe Ulrik, Georgia Farrell and Quail 
Studio. 
Felted Tweed, Alpaca Soft DK, Softyak DK and 
Cashmere Tweed all feature – look out for the 
stunning new shades in Alpaca Soft and Cashmere 
Tweed.

Kaffe’s Colours
Kaffe Fassett has created 8 new shades for the Felted 
Tweed range. These new bright, vibrant colours are 
a great addition to the established rustic colour 
palette, all of which come together perfectly in 
the ‘Kaffe Colours’ collection of garments and 
accessories. 

VIEW
COLLECTION

VIEW
COLLECTION

New Season Releases
………………………

https://knitrowan.com/en/publications/rowan-brochures/new-vintage-dk
https://knitrowan.com/en/publications/rowan-brochures/kaffes-colours
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New Nordic by ARNE & CARLOS
We are very excited to bring you the first collection 
for Rowan by ARNE & CARLOS. Drawing on 
Nordic and Scandinavian influences, they have 
created a fabulous collection using Felted Tweed and 
Kidsilk Haze, with a focus on stunning colourwork, 
intarsia placement and yokes. 

Rowan At Home
Inspired by mid-century modern furniture and 
textiles, Martin Storey brings you a sumptuous 
collection of designer throws and decorative 
cushions. Worked in favourite autumnal yarns, 
Hemp Tweed, Felted Tweed Aran, Pure Wool 
Worsted and Big Wool, these pieces will add the 
perfect finishing touch to your home this season.

VIEW
COLLECTION

VIEW
COLLECTION

New Season Releases
………………………

https://knitrowan.com/en/publications/rowan-brochures/new-nordic
https://knitrowan.com/en/publications/rowan-brochures/rowan-home
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Chunky Knits
Big Wool and Brushed Fleece are the perfect yarns 
for this chunky knit collection. Quail Studio have 
combined classic styles with textured knits to create 
must have staples for your winter wardrobe, from 
a cosy boyfriend sweater to a sophisticated off the 
shoulder design.

Around Holme
Photographed in the Holme Valley, the home 
of Rowan, this collection by Lisa Richardson is 
dedicated to our Tweed yarns, Valley Tweed, Felted 
Tweed and Cashmere Tweed. All three ranges have 
beautiful new shades for this season, some of which 
are showcased in this stunning collection of classic, 
wearable designs.

VIEW
COLLECTION

VIEW
COLLECTION

New Season Releases
………………………

https://knitrowan.com/en/publications/rowan-brochures/chunky-knits
https://knitrowan.com/en/publications/rowan-brochures/around-holme
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Rowan Selects…Cosy Merino
Cosy Merino is Rowan’s latest limited edition yarn. 
This luxury wool is blended with cashmere and 
yak, making it a fantastic choice for your winter 
accessories. Available in a range of delicate pastel 
shades, this boucle yarn lends itself perfectly to cosy 
textured knits. 
The design booklet is free with a purchase of Cosy 
Merino yarn at participating stockists. 

Classic Essential Knits
This Essential collection from Quail Studio 
comprises quality, timeless design combined with 
a classic look. Yarns including Cocoon, Brushed 
Fleece, Kid Classic, Pure Wool Superwash Worsted 
and Rowan’s award winning Alpaca Soft DK

VIEW
COLLECTION

VIEW
COLLECTION

New Season Releases
………………………

https://knitrowan.com/en/publications/cosy-merino-collection
https://knitrowan.com/en/publications/rowan-brochures/essential-classic-knits
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Wrap Your Style
Accessories are an essential part of today’s wardrobe. 
Wrap your Style from Quail Studio delivers shawls, 
scarves, snoods and wraps to embellish your winter 
wardrobe. Whether it be elegant shawls or chunky 
wraps you’re sure to find an accessory to see you 
through the winter season ahead.
 Yarns Kidsilk Haze, Alpaca Soft DK, Cocoon, Kid 
Classic

VIEW
COLLECTION

New Season Releases
………………………

4 Projects – Big Wool Collection
Focusing on the trend of chunky knits, Quail Studio 
uses a select palette of shades in Rowan Big Wool. 
The collection comprises of a longline cardigan, a 
textured moss stitch sweater and a snuggly textured 
weave stitch scarf. The collection also wouldn’t be 
complete without the ribbed beanie hat featuring 
our handmade, 100% vegan fibers and 100% animal 
friendly Pom Poms.

https://knitrowan.com/en/publications/rowan-brochures/wrap-your-style
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Martin Storey’s Easy Aran Knits
The sequel to Martin’s Easy Cable Knits has 10 
great Aran designs with different cables worked 
together.  A classic Aran Sweater for him and her, 
elegant long-line Aran cardigans/jackets, his and 
her bobble hats and a great cowl, plus an Aran 
scarf and a wrap. For the home there are two chic 
Aran cushions that make great starter projects, and, 
as a more advance project, a lovely all-over Aran 
patterned throw.  Martin has used Rowan Softyak 
DK and Hemp Tweed to bring his designs to life.

Martin Storey’s Learn To Knit Aran
Learn to Knit Aran is the next title from Martin 
in his hugely popular ‘Learn To’ series.  For those 
ready to move up from knitting basic cables, 
Martin demonstrates how to create three slightly 
more complex Aran cable designs, with three 
great practice projects in Rowan Hemp Tweed for 
fledgling Aran knitters.

VIEW
COLLECTION

VIEW
COLLECTION

New Season Releases
………………………

https://knitrowan.com/en/publications/rowan-brochures/martin-storeys-easy-aran-knits
https://knitrowan.com/en/publications/rowan-brochures/martin-storeys-learn-to-knit-arans
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Bloomsbury by Marie Wallin
Bloomsbury is the latest collection from Marie 
Wallin.  A collection of fair isle and stitch textures 
worked in Felted Tweed and inspired by the life 
style and culture of the Bloomsbury group of artists 
and writers at the turn of the twentieth century. 
Continuing the Arts and Crafts movement from 
the late eighteenth century, the Bloomsbury group 
defined a new era in the decorative arts.
Photographed at Stoneywell House in Charnwood, 
Leicestershire, a beautiful Arts and Crafts house 
owned by the National Trust.

VIEW
COLLECTION

New Season Releases
………………………

https://knitrowan.com/en/publications/rowan-brochures/bloomsbury
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It’s not every year that you turn 40 and so we couldn’t let this momentous occasion pass without 
a bit of a party! We do hope that you are able to join us and celebrate…read on to hear about 
what we have planned!

Rowan Exhibition
At the beginning of September, we will be launching our celebrations with a fantastic travelling exhibition of 
the Rowan archive. The exhibition launches in London and will showcase iconic garments of old alongside 
exclusive displays of past yarns and publications. Visitors will also be able to see the AW18 ‘Ruby’ collection 
which is being specially released for the anniversary. There will be a unique chance for visitors to see classic 
yarns from the archive, as well as exclusive comments from designers and members of the Rowan family who 
have worked with us over the last 40 years.

Special Anniversary Events
For those of you who are unable to visit the London exhibition, we’re bringing the party to you! An 
edited version of the exhibition will tour some of Rowan’s global markets and Rowan retailers all over the 
world will be holding birthday parties in our honour. With special events planned across the Autumn Winter 
months (there will be some anniversary fashion shows and workshops too!), make sure to keep an eye out 
for your nearest one! 

At the time of going to press, the following events have been confirmed. To keep up to date with the 
developing anniversary activities, watch out for the latest updates on our website www.knitrowan.com and 
follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

UK
8th- 9th September – Rowan 40th Exhibition – John Lewis, Peter Jones, London *please note that there 
will be timed entries operating for this weekend event
 
11th- 16th September -  Rowan 40th Exhibition – Liberty, London
13th September - Rowan 40th Birthday Party – Yarn O’Clock
14-15th September -  Rowan 40th Exhibition – Emm’s, Droitwich
20th September - Rowan 40th Birthday Party – Knitwits, Blandford, 01258 488542
28th September -  Rowan 40th Fashion Show – Swansea Bay Yarns
28th-29th September -  Rowan 40th Exhibition and Celebration –  Shoreham Knitting &    
 Needlecraft, W.Sussex
3rd- 6th October -  Rowan 40th Exhibition – Karelia House, Aberfeldy
3rd October -  Rowan 40th Fashion Show – Karelia House, Aberfeldy
6th October -  Rowan 40th Exhibition, Fashion Show & Birthday Party with   
 special guests ARNE & CARLOS – Black Sheep Wools, Warrington
13th October -  Rowan 40th Exhibition – Ewe, Stamford
20th October -  Rowan 40th Exhibition and Fashion Show – Stitch, Solihull

Join In The Celebrations!

RUBY
………………………

http://www.knitrowan.com
www.libertylondon.com
https://yarnoclock.co.uk/
https://emmshaberdashery.wordpress.com/
http://www.swanseabayyarns.co.uk/about.html
https://www.englishyarns.co.uk/
www.englishyarns.co.uk
www.kareliahouse.co.uk
www.kareliahouse.co.uk
http://www.blacksheepwools.com/
http://www.i-love-ewe.com/
http://www.stitchsolihull.com/
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23rd October -  Rowan 40th Exhibition and Fashion Show – The Wool Croft, Abergavenny
26th October – 3rd November -  Rowan 40th Exhibition – The Fibreworks, Oxfordshire
3rd - 9th November -  Rowan 40th Exhibition - Knit One, Dolgellau North Wales
8th November –  Rowan 40th Fashion Show - Knit One, Dolgellau, North Wales
10th-22nd November - Rowan 40th Exhibition - Lady Sew and Sew, Henley on Thames
15th November -  Rowan 40th Birthday Party - Lady Sew and Sew, Henley on Thames
22nd November -  Evening Event, Rowan at 40  - Lady Sew and Sew, Henley on Thames

Germany
15th September -  AW Launch/40th Event - Wolle & Design, Stadtlohn
15th September - Rowan 40th Birthday Party – WollArt, Salzhausen
15th September -  Rowan 40th Birthday Party – Purpur Wolle, Hamburg,
19th September -  Rowan 40th Birthday Party – Yarndesign, Kleve
22nd September -  Rowan 40th Birthday Party – Wolle & Ideen, Ulm
22nd September -  Rowan 40th Birthday Party - Strikkeart, Rohrdorf
29th September -  Rowan 40th Birthday Party – Sandras Woll-FühlOase, Solingen 
29th September -  Rowan 40th Birthday Party – UmGarnt, Coburg
20th October -  Rowan 40th Birthday Party – Rock n Wool, Ulm
27th October - Rowan 40th Birthday Party – Wollen Yarn, Straubing
10th November -  Rowan 40th Birthday Party – Augsburger Resthaus, Augsburg
17th November -  Rowan 40th Birthday Party – Lana Materia, Soltau
24th November -   Rowan 40th Birthday Party – Lanalino Wollshop, Werther

Austria
6th October -  Rowan 40th Birthday Party – Wool & Coffee, Salzburg, 

Switzerland
5th- 9th September -  Rowan 40th Birthday Party – Stoff & Wullehüsli, Muri
6th – 8th September -  Rowan 40th Birthday Party – Wollä-Fädä, Flawil
15th September-  Rowan 40th Birthday Party – We love Wool, Thun
22nd September -  Rowan 40th Birthday Party – Vilfil, Zürich
29th September -  Rowan 40th Birthday Party – Nadelwärkstatt, Unterentfelden
6th October -  Rowan 40th Birthday Party – WollWirrWare, Bern
11th - 16th October -  Rowan 40th Birthday Party – Tricot-Thé, Lausanne
27th October - Rowan 40th Birthday Party – Strickbar, Unterlangenegg
2nd November -  Rowan 40th Birthday Party – Strickwelt, Luzern

USA & Canada
13th-15th September -  WEBS Retreat, 40th Anniversary Exhibition and Fashion Show –  
 WEBS, Northampton MA
14th September -  Rowan 40th Birthday Party – Amazing Threads, Maple Grove MN
12th – 17th October -  Rowan 40th Exhibition – Romni Wools, Toronto ON Canada
16th October –  Rowan 40th Fashion Show – Three Bags Full, Northbrook IL
28th-30th October -  Rowan 40th Exhibition – Churchmouse Yarns, Bainbridge Island WA

Please contact stores for further details

http://www.thewoolcroft.co.uk/
http://www.thefibreworks.co.uk/
https://knitonedolgellau.com/
https://knitonedolgellau.com/
www.ladysewandsew.co.uk
www.ladysewandsew.co.uk
www.ladysewandsew.co.uk
www.wolleunddesign.de
http://www.wollart.de/
https://www.eimsbuetteler-nachrichten.de/eimsbuettel/einkaufen/purpur-wolle/
http://www.yarndesign-kleve.de/
www.wolleundideen.de
http://www.strikkeart.de/
https://www.wolle-solingen.de/
http://www.umgarnt.de/
https://www.rocknwoll-shop.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WollenYarn/
https://www.der-stoff.de/fillialen/augsburger-restehaus/augsburg.html
https://www.lana-materia.de/
https://www.werbegemeinschaft-werther.de/de/mitglieder/lanalino-wollshop/140
https://www.woolandcoffee.at/
http://www.wullehüsli.ch/
http://www.wollae-fadae.ch/
http://www.we-love-wool.ch/
https://www.vilfil.com/
https://www.nadelwaerkstatt.ch/
http://wollwirrware.ch/
https://fr-fr.facebook.com/Boutique-Tricot-Th%C3%A9-967372089939595/
https://www.strickbar.ch/
http://cms.strickwelt.ch/
www.yarn.com
http://www.amazing-threads.com/
www.romniwools.com
www.threebagsfullknittingstudio.com
www.churchmouseyarns.com
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Liberty, London
History, heritage and tradition 
are immediately apparent as soon 
as you cross the threshold into 
the famous Liberty department 
store, nestled in the bustling 
climes of Regent Street, London. 
The store’s rich history and values are reflected in 
the products it offers, with fashion and trends being 
at the core of the range. As Rowan’s global flagship 
store, our department at the famous shop also boasts 
a rich tradition and offers a wide range of yarn and 
patterns, alongside a knowledgeable team on hand 
to offer help and advice. 
www.libertylondon.com

Shoreham Knitting and 
Needlecraft, West Sussex
Situated in a pretty seaside 
town, a stone’s throw from the 
River Adur, a historic building 
in Shoreham-by-Sea is home 
to Shoreham Knitting and 
Needlecraft, the first independent yarn store in the 
UK to stock Rowan yarns. Like Rowan, they have 
recently marked a milestone anniversary themselves, 
in 2017 they celebrated their 45th Anniversary! The 
store is a treasure trove for Rowan fans and Monica 
and the team have a wealth of brand knowledge 
and expertise which they delight in sharing with 
their customers in store and also all over the world 
through their hugely successful website.
www.englishyarns.co.uk

As a brand we work with a huge number of retailers all around the world. Some have been with us on 
the journey from day one and others have joined us along the way. From independent local yarn stores 

to department and chain stores through to online retailers, we value all of their support and the commitment 
that they have shown and continue to show to the Rowan brand. Every single retailer is paramount to us and 
has played a crucial part in the last 40 years.

As a brand we are always looking forward and developing new ideas and so it was important to us to ensure 
we continue to embrace and grow these important relationships. In this, our 40th year, we are pleased to 
present our first wave of Rowan Flagship stores across the globe. Ambassadors for the brand and a destination 
for a Rowan experience, these retailers are joining us on a journey where the aim is to fly the flag for Rowan 
and embrace all that we have to offer.

We look forward to growing together with these stores over the coming seasons and years ahead. The Rowan 
Flagship journey is just beginning and we destine to welcome more stores to the programme in the future. 

Rowan Flagships

RETAILER FOCUS
………………………

United Kingdom

http://www.libertylondon.com
www.englishyarns.co.uk
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Black Sheep Wools, 
Warrington
Black Sheep Wools are based in 
Warrington, and are the Rowan 
flagship store for the North West. 
They have a wonderful display 
of Rowan yarn and publications, 
all nestled within their wonderful Craft Barn where 
you can make yourself comfortable on the sofa in 
the cosy corner and soak up the inspiration for your 
next project.  Black Sheep Wools also have an instore 
Rowan Consultant, Melanie Boocock. Melanie has 
been a Rowan workshop tutor for many years and 
joined the Black Sheep team last year. Melanie is in 
store Wednesdays and Saturdays to advise and help 
with all your Rowan queries. 
www.blacksheepwools.com

Oxford Yarn Store, Oxford
Rowan Flagship Oxford Yarn 
Store can be found on one of 
the city’s prettiest little streets, the 
perfect setting for a shop that loves 
craftspeople and luxurious yarns in 
equal measure! Like popular yarn stores everywhere, 
it attracts knitters and crocheters of all types, offering 
workshops (including many with Rowan tutors), knit 
clubs and social gatherings as well as a welcoming 
environment in which to share creativity. Oxford 
Yarn Store opened in late 2012 and welcomes locals 
and visitors alike, many from around the world who, 
with well-honed yarn lovers instincts, find their way 
to the store. 
www.oxfordyarnstore.co.uk

McAree Brothers, Edinburgh
Just a few minutes walk from 
Princes Street in Edinburgh, 
McAree Brothers is a company 
whose history reaches back over 
140 years. Originally a department 
store in Stirling, McAree Brothers 
is now a specialist retailer of knitting and haberdashery 
supplies in Edinburgh and Falkirk. McAree also have 

a dedicated Rowan Consultant Heather Peterson, on 
hand to advise and help with all your Rowan queries. 
www.mcadirect.com

Lady Sew and Sew, Henley-
on-Thames
Lady Sew and Sew is situated 
in picturesque Henley-on-
Thames, home of the famous 
Royal Regatta. Founded nearly 
40 years ago this family run 
business offers a huge range of yarn, fabrics and 
other essentials for knitting, crochet, patchwork, 
quilting and dressmaking in their huge warehouse 
and also in their shop in Marlow.
A dedicated yarn room was added to the Henley 
premises (a former Victorian laundry complete 
with a well and a WWII air raid shelter in the 
basement!), offering a wide range of yarns, patterns 
and publications from Rowan. Leading Rowan 
designers are frequent visitors, their classes and talks 
always attracting capacity crowds.
www.ladysewandsew.co.uk 
www.ladysewandsewknits.co.uk

Ewe, Stamford
If you have never visited the 
market town of Stamford in 
Lincolnshire then you are in for 
a real treat, it is beautiful with 
a real bustling feel to the place 
and some stunning buildings 
and fabulous shops to boot. Nestled down a small 
alley way is Ewe Wool Shop. Founded in 2011, 
the shop reflects the town well as it too is bustling 
and busy with friendly staff offering advice to 
knitters and crocheters alike. Rachel, Marcia and 
Barbara (the Ewe team!) are extremely helpful and 
knowledgeable about the yarns and run regular 
workshops and classes. 
www.i-love-ewe.com

www.blacksheepwools.com
http://www.oxfordyarnstore.co.uk
https://www.dropbox.com/referrer_cleansing_redirect?hmac=ZBAE1u7%2BsgznNWEKZ9FnFmnz4a%2BpMIFDi9t1EY6JP0E%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mcadirect.com
http://www.ladysewandsew.co.uk
http://www.ladysewandsewknits.co.uk
http://www.i-love-ewe.com/
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Wool Croft, Abergavenny
The Wool Croft is a wool, 
craft and fabric shop in the 
bustling market town centre of 
Abergavenny, South Wales.  “We 
love beautiful wools, and are 
big fans of Rowan’s gorgeous 
colours, natural fibres and must-wear designs.   It 
is our mission to keep our crafting community 
busy and happy, with irresistible yarns and notions, 
sociable workshops and plenty of inspiration.  We 
were awarded the title of Best Independent Yarn 
Shop in Wales last year, a vote of confidence from 
our lovely customers!”
www.thewoolcroft.co.uk

Hoop Haberdashery, 
Tenterden
Hoop Haberdashery is located 
on the tree lined, high street of 
this pretty, market town. Only 8 
miles inland from Rye and the 
Kent coast, there is plenty to see and do including 
the Kent and East Sussex steam railway, Museum, 
Old Dairy Brewery, and Chapeldown Vineyard. 
A new Rowan flagship store, Hoop also has 
a comprehensive range of design led patterns, 
notions and yarns as well as a curated collection of 
French embroidery supplies. Our online store gives 
everyone access to the collection at Hoop, with 
the personal service that only an independent yarn 
store can provide.
www.hoophaberdashery.co.uk

Norfolk Yarns, Norwich
Based in the centre of the 
Norwich Lanes, Norfolk Yarn 
has been bringing beautiful 
wool and other natural fibres to 
the talented knitters and crocheters of Norwich and 
Norfolk for 12 years. We have a passion for beautiful 
yarn, delicious colours and good designs, and with 
many years experience of knitting, crocheting, 
spinning, weaving and patchwork we really enjoy 

sharing what we love with our customers and 
regularly run a variety of workshops. 
The time and effort taken brings its own reward 
when working with beautiful materials.
www.norfolkyarn.co.uk

Karelia House, Aberfeldy
Sitting a stone’s throw from 
Loch Tay, Karelia House is a 
Highland, rather than high street 
yarn store. Knitters travel from 
far and wide to visit this crafter’s 
paradise, and once you’re here it’s easy to see why. 
With a cosy wood burning stove, sofas to relax on 
and an on-site cafe serving tempting treats, it’s a 
home from home for yarn lovers. As well as a wide 
selection of Rowan yarns, Karelia House sells fabric 
and other craft supplies, and offers an extensive 
tutorial programme. If Perthshire is a little too far 
to travel it’s still possible to enjoy a Karelia House 
shopping experience via their online store.
www.kareliahouse.co.uk

John Lewis, Oxford Street
Amidst the hustle and bustle of 
London’s busy Oxford Street 
you will find John Lewis’ flagship 
store and so it’s quite fitting that 
they are also flying the flag for 
Rowan. A supporter of the Rowan brand for many 
years, the Oxford St store stocks the whole Rowan 
range. There is a monthly Rowan Knit Club (usually 
the first Monday in every month) to which all are 
welcome, just bring your latest Rowan project and 
enjoy a couple of hours of knitting and indulgence 
in all things Rowan!
www.johnlewis.com

Sew Much To Do, 
Bury St Edmonds and Ely
A warm and friendly welcome 
awaits at our shops based in 
the charming Cathedral cities 
of Bury St Edmunds and Ely. 

http://www.thewoolcroft.co.uk/
http://www.hoophaberdashery.co.uk
http://www.norfolkyarn.co.uk
http://www.kareliahouse.co.uk
http://www.johnlewis.com
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Alongside a growing selection of beautiful quality 
yarns, we also have knitting and crochet accessories, 
patterns and workshops. If you’re looking for 
inspiration, help with a project or just fancy a 
browse, come on in and soak up the creativity, it 
would be lovely to see you and hear all about your 
yarnie projects! For our sewing friends, we also stock 
colourful fabrics and sewing accessories, including 
sewing machines and dressmaking patterns.
We’re huge supporters of Rowan’s commitment to 
its textile heritage and high quality range of yarns, 
and are proud to be part of its Flagship family in 
this celebratory 40th anniversary year. 
www.sewmuchtodo.co.uk

Wolle & Design, Stadtlohn
Wolle & Design is one of 
the biggest online knitting 
retailers in Germany. The shop 
is well known in the German 
knitting scene and many fans 
from all over Germany and 
neighbouring countries not only order online but 
also travel to the Wolle & Design store in Stadtlohn 
to buy yarn or to participate at one of the popular 
knitting workshops.
The first Rowan flagship store in Germany, Wolle & 
Design offers the complete range of Rowan yarns 
and patterns and is host of the yearly international 
Wolle & Design festival.
www.wolleunddesign.de

Wolle & Ideen, Ulm
Situated in downtown Ulm, 
Wolle & Ideen is the specialist 
store if you are looking for 
beautiful yarns and fresh ideas. 
For more than 14 years, owner 
Heike Redlinghaus is head and 
heart of her beautiful small store and offers knitting 
classes and workshops as well as complete woolness 
weekends in a cosy and inspiring atmosphere.
We are happy to announce that Wolle & Ideen will 

be a new Rowan flagship store starting this autumn.  
www.wolleundideen.de

umGarnt, Coburg
Rowan’s high-quality yarns and 
exceptional designs have been 
an integral part of umGarnt for 
many years. This independent 
yarn store is located in the heart 
of Coburg and owner Kristina Hackert has been 
connected to Rowan for many years.
We are happy to announce that umGarnt will start 
the upcoming autumn winter season as a new 
flagship store. The official celebration will take place 
on September 29th & 30th including a supporting 
program and 40th anniversary birthday party.  
www.umgarnt.de

Schleiper, Brussels
We are very proud to become a flagship store for 
Rowan, 7 years after the opening of “be creative by 
Schleiper” in the middle of the center of Brussels. 
From the start “be creative” has chosen to stock 
excellent products and the choice of Rowan was 
a must. The rowan corner is situated in the middle 
of the shop surrounded by many other areas 
of creativity. With Rowan, as we do for all our 
products, we take care that our customers can find 
a variety of high quality designs and yarns.
www.becreativebyschleiper.com

Lana, Antwerp
With 34 years of experience and a large range of 
wool, patchwork fabrics and embroidery, we have 
a lot to offer our customers. We always try to find 
the best quality of yarns and fabrics. With Rowan 
as our favourite brand and Kaffe Fassett as favourite 
designer, we have a lot of Rowan in the shop and 
online shop. In our workshops we try to pass on all 
the knitting and crochet and patchwork techniques.
www.wolwinkel-antwerpen.be

germany

BelgiUm

http://www.sewmuchtodo.co.uk
http://www.wolleunddesign.de/
https://wolwinkel-antwerpen.be/
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Het Wolwinkeltje, Leuven
In the centre of Leuven near the townhall you will 
find us, a cosy shop with a treasure trove of yarns and 
colours. With 40 years of experience and a passion 
for knitting and other crafts, we celebrate our 4Oth 
anniversary in October. We offer contemporary as 
well as traditional workshops and also knitting and 
handicrafts afternoons. A large range of knitting and 
crochet books are available together with a large 
range of high standard yarns. We aim to advise our 
customers so that they leave the shop satisfied. So 
hopefully we see you soon in our shop!
www.twolwinkeltje.be

La Lainerie, Bordeaux
A real shop of DIY
#madeunique 
Yarns,Fabrics, Decoration, DIY 
shop in Bordeaux! 
www.lalainerie.com

De Afstap, Amsterdam
In the heart of Amsterdam, 
very close to de Dam, you can 
find the nicest yarn store of 
Amsterdam. Knitting is their 
‘core business’, but they also do 
crochet, embroidery and other 
handcrafts.
Here you can find a lot of activities like courses and 
workshops.
www.afstap.nl

Stof og Sy, Skanderborg
www.stofogsy.dk

Uldstedet, Lyngby & Kobenhavn 
www.uldstedet.dk

    

Strikkestua, Kongsberg
www.strikkestua.net

Bundingen AS, Tromso
www.bundingen.no

Wincent garn, Stockholm
www.wincentgarner.se

Ya Sama, Moscow
www.fhobby.ru

Magic Yarn, St Petersburg
www.mpyarn.ru

Amazing Threads, Maple 
Grove MN
Amazing Threads is thrilled to 
be the Rowan Flagship in their 
area.  Owner Bobbi Kreb and 
shop manager Angel Randall are 
excited about the new Rowan 
yarns and their collection of both classic and fashion 
forward designs.  Amazing Threads looks forward 
to celebrating their partnership in 2018 - the 40th 
anniversary of Rowan Yarns and thanks Rowan for 
their continued support of the Local Yarn Shops 
(LYSs) worldwide.    
www.amazing-threads.com

rUssia

U.s.a

norway

sweden

France

the netherlands

denmarK

http://www.afstap.nl
http://www.stofogsy.dk
http://www.uldstedet.dk
http://www.strikkestua.net
http://www.bundingen.no
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Churchmouse Yarns, 
Bainbridge Island WA
When Kit Hutchin opened 
Churchmouse Yarns & Teas in 
2000, she wanted it to be a place 
of community. She also wanted 
to share her enduring love of 
Rowan yarns. Kit and her team began publishing 
Churchmouse Classics patterns in 2009 and today 
there are 103 titles. Not surprisingly, more than half feature 
a Rowan yarn. A proud owner of Rowan Magazine 
number 1, Kit was ecstatic to see Churchmouse featured 
in Rowan Magazine number 62.
www.churchmouseyarns.com

Grace Robinson, Freeport ME
Grace Robinson and Company 
opened as a Rowan store in 
April,1996, and has supported 
Rowan yarns steadily from 
that day forward. Rowan was 
selected as the backbone of their 
business because of it’s designers, pattern support, 
product range and overall quality. One of the first 
new Flagship stores, Grace Robinson is honored to 
carry on the Rowan name and looks forward to 
many more anniversaries still to come. 
www.yarnandneedlepoint.com

Jimmy Beans Wool, Reno NV
Rowan has been part of Jimmy 
Beans Wool since their opening 
day in 2002. Big Wool shade 
01 White Hot was the first 
item entered onto their mega-
website which now offers 
thousands of yarns to knitters worldwide. As a 
Flagship store, owner Laura Zander is proud of the 
long-term association that her business has forged 
with Rowan and looks forward to continuing their 
seriously committed relationship for years to come. 
www.jimmybeanswool.com

L’Atelier, Redondo Beach, CA
One of the first shops to 
purchase Rowan Yarns, 40 years 
ago, L’Atelier, located outside of 
Los Angeles in Redondo Beach, 
continues to position the brand 
as a style leader to their fashion-
forward consumers.  Ever at the pulse of West Coast 
style, owner Karen Damskey is excited to again 
bring Rowan’s yarns and designs to the forefront of 
her market as a Rowan Flagship store. 
www.latelier.com

Another Yarn, Burlington, MA
Years ago, when Teresa 
McGonagle lived and worked in 
London, she spent many hours 
in the Rowan section of Liberty 
of London’s haberdashery 
department. Teresa’s Rowan 
Flagship store, Another Yarn, founded in 2011, 
provides a true connection to wonderful memories 
by supporting the knitting and crochet dreams of its 
clientele with beautiful natural-fibre yarns, classes, 
KAL’s and constant encouragement for successful 
projects.
www.anotheryarn.com

The Web-sters, Ashland, OR
The Web-sters opened their 
doors in June,1984. At that time, 
Rowan was a relatively new 
brand and the perfect offering 
for their Ashland, Oregon 
customer.  Rowan continues to 
fit into their high quality and natural fiber niche, 
with a great variety of easy to challenging designs 
to fit a wide variety of their customers.  Even after 
34 years, Dona Zimmerman and her team look 
forward to seeing each new collection.
www.yarnatwebsters.com

http://www.churchmouseyarns.com
http://www.yarnandneedlepoint.com/
http://www.jimmybeanswool.com
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Uncommon Threads, 
Los Altos, CA
This fall, shop owner Stephanie 
Hein will mark nine years of 
ownership of Uncommon 
Threads, a Rowan Flagship that 
has been in business for more than 35 years. The 
store has featured Rowan prominently since it’s 
beginning, appreciating its accessible luxury with 
designs and yarns both current and timeless. With 
customers who are proud to wear their finished 
projects, Stephanie feels confident that they will be 
successful with Rowan yarns and patterns. 
www.uncommonthreadsyarn.com

WEBS, America’s yarn store, 
Northampton MA
WEBS - America’s Yarn Store, 
founded in 1974, has carried 
the Rowan brand for more 
than 10 years.   Owners Steve 
and Kathy Elkins are honored 
to be a Rowan Flagship store and represent nearly 
all the yarns and pattern books in the Rowan line.  
Rowan is an esteemed brand and one that Webs’ 
customers seek out by name!
www.yarn.com

Great Yarns, Raleigh, NC
Great Yarns in Raleigh, North 
Carolina has been the area’s 
premier yarn shop for over 30 
years, carrying Rowan yarns 
since 2002.  Pam Hartmann and 
her husband purchased the store in 2017, realizing 
a dream come true.  Their decision to become a 
Rowan Flagship store is due to the motivating 
pattern support for knitters and crocheters, 
beautiful yarns and overall aesthetic transformation. 
The Hartmanns look forward to this adventure!
www.greatyarns.net

Sheepy Yarn Shoppe, White 
Bear Lake, MN
Marjorie Intveld founded 
Sheepy Yarn Shoppe in 1991 
and invested in the Rowan 
brand six months later. She has 
never regretted her decision, 
as her customers have been excited each season 
by Rowan’s timeless designs, clear pattern 
instructions and top-quality yarns with palettes that 
reflected current shade trends.  Together with her 
granddaughter, designer Bobbi Intveld, Marjorie 
and Sheepy Yarn Shoppe look forward to more 
success as a Rowan Flagship store. 
www.sheepyyarnmn.com

K n i t - P a p e r - S c i s s o r s , 
Lincoln, NE
The youngest Rowan Flagship, 
Knit-Paper-Scissors in Lincoln, 
Nebraska will be celebrating 
their third anniversary this 
month.  This shop, dedicated 
to building a strong yarn community through 
education, outreach and special events, was attracted 
to the timeless quality of Rowan yarns and felt that 
partnering with a brand that boasts a 40 year proven 
track record in the fiber industry is a perfect match. 
www.knit-paper-scissors.com

Northwest Wools, Portland OR
The oldest yarn store in Portland, 
Oregon, Northwest Wools is 
celebrating its 30th anniversary in 
August. Owner Jackie Howard 
Kraybill has owned the store 
for five years, working with 
Shop Manager Heidi Roe and Rowan Ambassador 
and Inventory Manager Sophie Bayard.  The team 
were impressed with Rowan’s new collection that 
included more knittable garments and accessories 
and looks forward to a strong fall season. 
www.northwestwools.com

http://www.uncommonthreadsyarn.com
http://www.knit-paper-scissors.com
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Three Bags Full, Northbrook, IL
The first order placed for Three 
Bags Full Knitting Studio was 
for Rowan Yarns, which was 
the beginning of a heavenly 
experience for owner Lynette 
Swanson.  For 16 years, Rowan has 
been a dream company for this Chicago area shop, 
with support of their core yarns and fabulous pattern 
designs.  Lynette recognizes Rowan’s commitment 
and support to retailers and looks forward to their 
on-going partnership.  
www.threebagsfullknittingstudio.com

Lambspun, Fort Colllins, CO
Shirley Ellsworth has been the 
owner of Lambspun of Colorado, 
located in a historic building 
dating back to 1937.  One of 
the first innovators in the wave 
of hand-dyeing, Shirley also 
chose Rowan to merchandise next to her hand 
dyed yarns.  Throughout the years, Lambspun has 
featured Rowan as a “go-to” yarn for new projects 
because of the variety and quality of the yarns and 
gorgeous patterns in the Rowan design collection.  
www.lambspun.com

Yarn Bar, Billings, MT
One of the youngest stores to 
become a Rowan Flagship, Yarn 
Bar is a partnership between 
good friends and former co-
workers Susan Baker and Linda 
Heins. Opened in August 2017, Linda and Susan 
have always loved Rowan and have stocked them 
from their day one launch, and look forward to 
sharing their love for Rowan with all of their 
customers, as they approach their first anniversary 
with Rowan Flagship status.
www.yarn.bar.com

Knit One, Quilt Too, 
Barrington, RI
Knit One, Quilt Too, in 
Barrington, Rhode Island has 
been open for five busy, fun 
filled years.  Rowan was the first 
choice to carry in the store, as 
owner Yvonne Weiss had spent many years knitting 
with Rowan – her personal “go to” yarn.  The 
many projects she and her customers have made 
from Rowan yarns are too numerous to count, 
and as a Rowan Flagship, Yvonne looks forward to 
many more garments to be made in the future!
www.knitonequilttoo.com

String, New York City, NY
String is honored to the new 
Rowan Flagship store in New 
York City.   Owners Steve and 
Kathy Elkins are proud to have 
created a curated collection of 
Rowan yarns along with their 
iconic magazines, to make a perfect fit with String’s 
high-end clientele and visitors from around the 
globe.
www.stringyarns.com

Sheep’s Clothing, 
Kennewick, WA
Tish learned to crochet at 9 
years of age, then embraced yarn 
crafts at 16. This soon led her 
to Sheep’s Clothing, her local 
yarn store, where she began to 
design and knit her own patterns. Eventually Tish 
purchased the store and now continues her journey 
as a Rowan Flagship, which she operates with her 
daughters in the Southern part of Washington State. 
www.aknottyhabit.com

http://www.lambspun.com
https://yarn.bar/
http://www.knitonequilttoo.com
http://www.stringyarns.com
http://www.aknottyhabit.com
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Untangled Purls, 
Fredricksburg, VA
Cathy Mitchell opened 
Untangled Purls in December 
2014, filling the community’s 
need for a yarn shop where 
customers could see and touch 
the yarns they wanted to use.  Rowan yarns are 
now featured prominently in the store and Cathy 
looks forward to a great partnership as a Flagship 
store, using the brand to spread the comfort and 
calming effects that the fiber arts can have in today’s 
busy and stressful world.   
www.untangledpurls.com

For Yarns Sake, Beverton, OR
For Yarn’s Sake offers a vast 
selection of all-natural yarns, in 
uber-soft, luxurious blends in a 
full spectrum of colors, including 
a broad array of Rowan Yarns.  
As a Rowan Flagship, owner Anne Lindquist is 
looking forward to sharing the Rowan yarn and 
design stories with her friendly knowledgeable 
troupe of fiber arts buffs and yarnies, guiding them 
to knitting and crochet nirvana.
www.foryarnssake.com

Romni Wools, Toronto, ON
Romni Wools, has been serving 
the knitting community in 
Toronto, Canada for over 40 
years.  One of the first Canadian 
retailers to offer Rowan in their 
market, and now with three locations, including 
their famous Queen Street store,  Romni Wools is 
proud to carry on the Rowan traditions of wide 
ranges of quality yarns and designs from simple to 
stunning.  
www.romniwools.com

The Needle Emporium, 
Ancaster, ON
Julie Schilthuis opened The 
Needle Emporium in August of 
1987 – just in time for the release 
of Rowan Magazine Number 
1. Julie has continued to be 
obsessed with Rowan yarns and patterns ever since, 
with the designs of Kaffe Fassett, Kim Hargreaves, 
Annabel Fox, and others, shaping her knitting life. 
The Needle Emporium has always been proud to 
offer their customers a great selection of Rowan 
yarns and is excited to be a Rowan Flagship. 
www.needleemporium.com

Urban Yarns, Vancouver, BC
Urban Yarns opened in 2004 
to great local fanfare. Since 
then, it has grown to two stores 
and a powerful web presence. 
Specializing in high-quality, 
natural fibers and fashion-forward patterns, owners 
Anina Hansen and Lindsay Schaffer source the best 
the world over, with Rowan as a core brand from the 
beginning.  Taking this to a new level, as a Flagship 
store, they will have the entire Rowan line - every 
yarn, every colour, every pattern book. Heaven!
www.urbanyarns.com 

Wool ‘N Things, Orleans, ON
Wool N’ Things, located outside 
of Ottawa, Ontario, Canada has 
been in business for 14 years. 
Owner Gisèle Goulet feels that 
being recognized as a Rowan 
Flagship is very exciting and rewarding, as Rowan 
yarns have been staples in her store for many 
years. She loves the quality of the yarns, designers 
and variety of patterns and never hesitates to 
recommend them to customers. Gisele is exited to 
see how the Rowan team has continued to move 
the brand forward in our industry with exceptional 
design and yarn quality.
www.woolnthings.com

canada
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River City Yarns, Edmonton, AB
Now celebrating it’s 16th year in 
business, River City Yarns has 
sold Rowan yarns in the shop, 
since they opened their doors 
in August, 2002.  Owners Barb 
Barone and Cynthia Hyslop 
believe that Rowan offers high quality yarns in 
great colours and wonderful designs.  They are 
super-excited to be joining stores nationwide as 
Rowan Flagships. 
www.rivercityyarns.com

Wolsley Wool, Winnipeg, MB
Wolseley Wool has been a yarn 
destination on the Canadian 
prairies for 8 years. Started 
by Mona Zaharia, the store 
has grown steadily and has 
been embraced by the local and regional knitting 
communities. With partner Odessa Reichel, they 
anxiously await each new Rowan season’s designs 
and yarns and look forward to continuing to 
share their inspiration and excitement as a Rowan 
Flagship store.
www.wolseleywool.com

PUDDINGyarn, Calgary, AB
Sharon Schuld started her store 
in Calgary, Alberta 13 years 
agon, in 2005.  An avid Rowan 
knitter since Magazine Number 1, 
Sharon planned her store around 
Rowan as an anchor brand at the beginning and 
continues today as a Rowan Flagship store, looking 
forward to many more years of sharing her passion 
for the Rowan brand. 
www.puddingyarn.com

The details of all Rowan stockists can be found on 
our website including details of our online flagship.

STORE
LOCATOR

http://www.rivercityyarns.com
http://www.wolseleywool.com
http://www.puddingyarn.com
https://knitrowan.com/en/store-locator


60    R O W A N

EVENTS
………………………

Alexandra Palace, 
London,
Thursday 11th - 

Sunday 14th October

Autumn is always a busy season in the knitting and 
crochet world and this one is no exception! The 
Knitting and Stitching Show in London will soon 
be upon us and here at Rowan we have been busy 
planning for a few months now! We are looking 
forward to the show itself and four days of indulgence 
in all things crafty!

We are once again collaborating with our partner 
retailer ‘Lady Sew and Sew’ and will be showcasing 
our Autumn Winter 18 collections, including Rowan 
Magazine 64, new brochures and of course our new 
yarn Alpaca Classic.

During the course of the show, we are thrilled to be 
welcoming designers Dee Hardwicke and ARNE & 
CARLOS to the stand. ARNE & CARLOS’ visit to 
the show ends a week-long UK tour (they will also 
be touring in the US at the end of October!) and Dee 
will be just back from a workshop tour in the US! To 
find out if Dee or ARNE & CARLOS are visiting a 
store near you, please see page 62.

We are also very excited to be launching a new 
collaboration with Kerry Kimber from ‘Knitting 
For All’. Kerry and her team will be located in the 
‘Knitter’s Café’ in the Great Hall where they will be 
on hand to talk about their award winning knitting 
and crafting classes. Come and see what they’re up to 
in your area, and find out how you could join them to 
become a Knitting For All teacher, running your own 
successful and rewarding business.

LIVE!
KNITTINGVOGUE®

LIVE!
KNITTINGVOGUE®

LIVE!
KNITTINGVOGUE®

FINAL   Didot HTF M16 Medium    Gotham Bold   100K   40%K

San Francisco,
Friday 21st to Sunday 
23rd September

Rowan is again proud to be a sponsor of Vogue Knitting 
Live this Fall.  This is the first time that the show will 
be in San Francisco Hilton in Union Square and there 
is plenty of excitement, with instructors including 
Brandon Mably, and a gala dinner celebrating Rowan’s 
40th anniversary, featuring a keynote speech by Kaffe 
Fassett.  They will also sign books at the marketplace.

David MacLeod from Rowan will be in attendance, 
working with two of Rowan’s Californian Flagship 
stores – L’Atelier and Uncommon Threads.   We’ll be 
offering two fashion shows – one for the Autumn - 
Winter 2018 collection and the other to support the 
Rowan 40th Anniversary book and exhibition on 
Saturday afternoon.  On Sunday, Rowan will also 
offer their third Rowan on the Runway event where 
consumers model their Rowan creations for gift bags 
and prizes.  In addition, Rowan’s 40th Anniversary 
travelling exhibition will be on display, a chance to 
view a retrospective of Rowan designs. It will then 
continue through the United States and Canada, the 
Rowan 40th Anniversary Touring Exhibition is not 
to be missed.  Featuring stops in New England, the 
Pacific Northwest, Canada and more, we will keep you 
updated on our website.

Special guest Dee Hardwicke will be visiting Vogue 
Knitting Live San Francisco to launch her first teaching 
tour in the United States.   She will be available in the 
two flagship booths during the show hours to help 
advise with Rowan purchases and sign copies of her 
two books, Colourwork Knits and Little Colour Knits.  
On Sunday morning, Dee will also be interviewed 
on the Event Stage by Vogue Knitting Senior Editor 
Trisha Malcolm, talking about her colour design style. 

MORE INFO

MORE INFO

https://vogueknittinglive.com/portal
https://www.theknittingandstitchingshow.com/london/
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ARNE & CARLOS 
USA TOUR
October 2018

Nordic designers ARNE & 
CARLOS are headed to North 
America for a three week tour of 
New England and the Midwest.   

Beginning with a presentation to 
the Greater Boston Knitting Guild,  
Arne & Carlos are scheduled to 
spend the weekend of October 
20-21st at Webs – America’s Yarn 
store, followed by a one-day 
afternoon lecture at new Rowan 
flagship, String in New York City.  
From there, it’s off to Long Island 
for a two-day Vogue Knitting 
Destination lavish event at the 
Dansford Hotel, Marina and Spa in 
Port Jefferson, New York.  

The following weekend brings 
them to the charming Rowan 
Flagship, Knit One, Quilt Too in 
Barrington, Rhode Island, followed 
by a one day event at well-known 
Colorful Stitches Fine Yarn in 
Lenox, Massachusetts.  The second 
week ends with a three day retreat 
with Rowan Flagship Another Yarn 
to Maine.  

From Maine, it’s off to the Midwest, 
to teach at Rowan Flagship Three 
Bags Full in Northbrook, Illinois 
and The Sow’s Ear in Verona, 
Wisconsin.  Heading onward 
to Minneapolis, there will a 
lecture at The Yarnery in St. Paul, 
followed by three exciting days of 

teaching at Vogue Knitting Live in 
Minneapolis.  Show attendees will 
also be able to see garments from 
their New Nordic collection in the 
Rowan Flagship - Amazing Threads 
booth at Vogue Knitting Live. 
Contacts:
Greater Boston Knitting Guild
Webs – America’s Yarn Store
String Yarns 
Vogue Knitting Destinations 
Knit One, Quilt Too 
Colorful Stitches Fine Yarn 
Another Yarn 
Three Bags Full
The Sow’s Ear 
The Yarnery
Vogue Knitting Live Minneapolis 

DEE HARDWICKE
USA TOUR
September/October 2018

North America welcomes designer 
and author Dee Hardwicke in 
September.   Dee will begin her 
three week, whirlwind teaching 
tour of the United States with a 
visit to Vogue Knitting Live in San 
Francisco from September 21-
23rd.  Show goers will be able to 
meet Dee on the selling floor and 
purchase signed copies of her books 
Colourwork Knits and Little Colour 
Knits.  She will also be featured in 
a Designer Focus interview with 
Vogue Knitting Senior Editor Trisha 
Malcolm.

From San Francisco, Dee will offer 
workshops in California at several 
top Rowan stores, beginning with 
flagships Uncommon Threads in 
Los Altos, and L’Atelier in Redondo 
Beach.  The Web-sters in Ashland, 
Oregon is her next stop, followed 
by Knit-Paper-Scissors (dashes 
included)  in Lincoln, Nebraska on 
Sunday September 30th.    Dee’s next 
stop is in Chicago, where she will 
instruct at CloseKnit in Evanston, 
and then it’s up to Minneapolis 
for a one-day workshop at flagship 
Amazing Threads in Maple Grove.   
Dee’s tour will end with workshops 

at Colorful Stitches Fine Yarn in 
Lenox, Massachusetts on October 6 
and a co-event with Northampton 
Wools and Marji’s Yarncraft on the 7th. 
Contacts:
Vogue Knitting Live San Francisco 
Uncommon Threads 
L’Atelier 
The Web-sters
Knit-Paper-Scissors
CloseKnit 
Amazing Threads 
Colorful Stitches Fine Yarn
Joint event: Marji’s Yarncrafts
 Northampton Wools

mailto:info@bostonknitting.com
www.yarn.com
www.stringyarns.com
https://vogueknittinglive.com/portal
www.knitonequilttoo.com
https://colorfulstitches.com/
www.anotheryarn.com
www.threebagsfullknittingstudio.com
https://www.knitandsip.com/about-us/
http://yarnery.com/
https://vogueknittinglive.com/portal
https://vogueknittinglive.com/portal
www.uncommonthreadsyarn.com
www.latelier.com
https://yarnatwebsters.com/store/
www.knit-paper-scissors.com
https://closeknityarns.com/
www.amazing-threads.com
https://colorfulstitches.com/
http://www.marjisyarncrafts.com/
http://www.northamptonwools.com/


AUGUST
Wednesday 1st August 
Rowan Knit Club 
10.30am -12.30pm 
John Lewis Kingston

Monday 6th August 
Rowan Knit Club 
10.30am -12.30pm 
John Lewis Oxford St

Saturday 18th August 
Knitting with Texture 
with Lyn Scoulding 
 John Lewis, White City

Thursday 30th August 
- Rowan Knit Club 
10.30am -12.30pm 
John Lewis Cribbs 
Causeway

SEPTEMBER
Saturday 1st September 
- Sock Workshop with 
Sara Thornett - House of 
Haby, Worcester 
07771 243976

Saturday 1st September 
Rowan AW18 Launch 
Shoreham Knitting and 
Needlecraft 
01273 461029

Saturday 1st September 
Rowan AW18 Launch 
Black Sheep Wools, 
Warrington 
01925 764231

Wednesday 5th September 
Rowan Knit Club 
10.30am - 12.30pm
 John Lewis Kingston

Saturday 8th September 
Free Form Patchwork 
with Lyn Scoulding 
Liberty, London 
0207 7341234

Saturday 8th September  
Beginner’s Crochet with 
Sophia Reed 
Bibelot, Leek 
01538 388764

Thursday 13th September 
AW18 Rowan Launch 
Event, Lady Sew and Sew, 
Henley 
01491 572528

Friday 21st to Sunday 
23rd September  Vogue 
Knitting Live 
San Franciso

Saturday 22nd September 
Next Step Crochet with 
Sophia Reed, Bibelot, 
Leek 01538 388764

Saturday 22nd September 
Knitting in the Round 
with Suzanne Strachan
Liberty, London 
0207 7341234

Thursday 27th September 
Rowan Knit Club 
10.30am -12.30pm 
John Lewis Cribbs 
Causeway

Saturday 29th September 
Crochet Motifs 
(Intermediate Level) with 
Donna Grossman 
Liberty, London 
0207 7341234

Saturday 29th September 
Tunisian Crochet with 
Sophia Reed 
Black Sheep Wools, 
Warrington 
01925 764231

OCTOBER
Monday 1st October 
Rowan Knit Club 
10.30am -12.30pm 
John Lewis Oxford St

Wednesday 3rd October 
Rowan Knit Club 
10.30am -12.30pm 
John Lewis Kingston

Saturday 6th October 
Meet The Designers 
ARNE & CARLOS 
Black Sheep Wools, 
Warrington 
01925 764231

Saturday 6th October 
Create and Design with 
Georgia Farrell 
Liberty, London 
0207 7341234

Sunday 7th October 
Meet the Desingers 
ARNE & CARLOS 
Oxford Yarn Store, 
Oxford 
01865 604112

Wednesday 10th. October
Meet The Designers 
ARNE & CARLOS 
Sew Much To Do, Ely 
01353 664000

Thursday 11th October 
Meet The Designers 
ARNE & CARLOS 
Liberty, London 
0207 7341234

Thursday 11th - Sunday 
14th October 
 Knitting & Stitching 
Show, Alexandra Palace, 
London

Other Workshops 
Schedule

ROWAN
………………………



Saturday 13th October 
Quilt As You Go with 
Lyn Scoulding, Liberty, 
London 0207 7341234

Saturday 13th October 
Knitting with Texture 
with Sara Thornett  
House of Haby, Worcester 
07771 243976

Saturday 20th October  
Tunisian Crochet with 
Sophia Reed, Bibelot, 
Leek 01538 388764

Saturday 20th October 
Brioche Knitting with 
Sara Thornett 
Yarn Loft, Nottingham 
07825 702433

Saturday 20th October 
Workshop/Meet The 
Designer Martin Storey 
The Natural Knitter 
07725 407429

Thursday 25th October 
Rowan Knit Club 
10.30am -12.30pm 
John Lewis, Cribbs 
Causeway

Saturday 27th October 
Professional Finishing 
Techniques for Knitters 
with Suzanne Strachan 

Liberty, London 
0207 7341234

NOVEMBER
Monday 5th November 
Rowan Knit Club 
10.30am - 12.30pm
John Lewis, Oxford St

Wednesday 7th November 
Rowan Knit Club 
10.30am -12.30pm 
John Lewis, Kingston

Thursday 8th November 
Professional Finishing 
with Bev Hodgkinson 
Black Sheep Wools, 
Warrington
 01925 764231

Friday 9th November 
Beginner’s Crochet with 
Sophia Reed
Black Sheep Wools 
Warrington 01925 764231

Saturday 10th November 
Beginner’s Crochet with 
Sophia Reed 
Bibelot, Leek 
01538 388764

Saturday 10th November 
Professional Finishing 
with Sara Thornett  
House of Haby, Worcester 
07771 243976

Thursday 22nd November 
Knitting Persian Poppy 
Workshop with Brandon 
Mably, Lady Sew and Sew, 
Henley 01491 572528

Saturday 24th November   
Intarsia Design with Dee 
Hardwicke, Black Sheep 
Wools, Warrington 
01925 764231

Thursday 29th November 
Rowan Knit Club 
10.30am -12.30pm - 
John Lewis, Cribbs 
Causeway

Monday 3rd December 
Rowan Knit Club 
10.30am -12.30pm 
John Lewis Oxford St

Wednesday 5th December 
Rowan Knit Club 
10.30am -12.30pm 
John Lewis, Kingston

Saturday 8th December  
Christmas Crochet with 
Sophia Reed, Bibelot, 
Leek 
01538 388764

To view a full list of 
workshop dates visit 

www.knitrowan.com 
by clicking the button 
below.

WORKSHOPS

https://knitrowan.com/en/news-events/trends-events/rowan-workshops-and-event-schedule-uk-2018
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https://knitrowan.com/en/news-events/whats-new/rowan-style-edit-aw-17-18
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