
Portrait Collage Class 
I hope you are as excited about this class as I am.  Below is some basic information 

about the class – what we will be covering, supplies you will need to bring, etc.  The 

most important thing I would like to stress is that I want students to realize their 

finished portrait collage will not be realistic.   They will look like the person/animal 

you want to collage, but will have an animated/caricature/cartoonish look to them.  

I have attached the photo of my grandson and the finished portrait collage I did. 

It is my hope that those of you taking this class have already had an introductory 

class to collage and have the knowledge on how to use Steam a Seam 2 and the 

basics of color, design etc. of collage work.  I do not plan on spending a lot of time 

covering these basic instructions so that we may dive right in, but will go over the 

use of it to review with everyone.  We will focus mainly on the face, eyes, etc.  This 

is a 2 - 3 day retreat and it is my goal that you kick back and relax and have FUN.   

PHOTOS: 

I am asking you to send me two or three photos you are interested in collaging.  

When I make the pattern, I will keep the size to under 18” x 24”.  This is a good size 

for your first portrait collage.  We will focus on the main subject and fill in the 

background in a simple format.  This class is to teach you how to do portraits.  

Please remember if you are doing a true portrait collage (head shot only) we may 

want to go smaller on the finished size.  I am asking you get me your photos (email 

is perfect) as soon as you can – no later than 30 days before class, so that I have 

time to transform the photo into a pattern.  My email is 

Montanacustomquilts@yahoo.com.  Please be sure to include your name and 

contact number so I can call with questions.  We will not have time in class to 

transfer photos to a pattern!!  I will let you know which photo I think will work best 

and let you know soon after you submit your photos to me. 

SUPPLIES NEEDED: 

Please bring with you the following basic collage supplies: 

1.  Rotary cutter, mat, small ruler 

2. Applique pressing sheet 

3. Karen K Buckley blue handled scissors 

4. #2 pencil (not mechanical) 

5. 1 yard Pattern ease (will accommodate our 18” x 24” size, with extra in 

case you want your collage bigger or wrap on a board) 

6.  Fabrics (see below) 
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FABRICS: 

Bring a wide variety of fabrics scraps that are in the photo we end up selecting.  

The biggest thing to remember is that a portrait collage does not use “busy” fabrics.  

Bring more solid appearing fabrics – ones with a small amount of print to them.  If 

they are too busy you will lose the appearance of the face.   But bring some flowers, 

etc for collaging the background. You will need different color values of the same 

color.  For example, if the person is wearing a red shirt, bring 6-10 different reds.  

DO NOT BRING MORE THAN A 10” SQUARE OF ANY ONE FABRIC.  It takes too much 

time to cut up large pieces of a fabric.  You can always bring more from home (if 

you live close), or buy from the store.  Of course there are other students who will 

have fabric as well.  For skin and face, we will use light pinks, light beige, light 

peach colors, etc.  I will have a wide selection of skin color fabrics and “skin kits” 

available for purchase.   

Feel free to call or email me with any questions!!!  I would rather answer them 

before class than during class.  See you in a few weeks!!  We will have fun and you 

will be amazed as to how much fun this project is. 

Brigitte Okamoto 

406-261-8158 

   

 

 


