
Faux Stained Glass Windows 

This is a fun little tutorial on making a faux stained glass window.   

Step 1 – Gather your supplies. 

First you will need to gather your supplies.  They are all things you probably already have 

around the house.  

 

 Parchment or wax paper 

 Sharpie or other permanent markers in bright colors and black. 

 Embroidery hoop (optional) 

 Pencil 

 String or tape for hanging in the window 

Step 2 – Trace your circle onto the parchment paper. 

 

In this step you will be tracing your circle onto the parchment paper.  Trace just on the outside 

of the embroidery hoop or if you are not using an embroidery hoop you can just draw a line on 

the outside of your paper to make the shape of your faux stained glass window.   

 



Step 3 – Start to color your design with the colored sharpies.   

Now we will start to color our design.  I like to make my design symmetrical so I start in the 

middle of the circle and go out from there.  Below you will see some examples of designs I have 

started.  Using small circular motions when you are coloring in your shapes will make sure you 

have smooth and consistent color in your shapes.   

           

Step 4 – Outline your design  

Now we will outline our design with the black sharpie marker.  This will create the look of a 

leaded stained glass window.  Below you will see an example of a finished design that has been 

traced in black.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Step 5 – Put your design into the embroidery hoop. 

In this step we will be putting our design in to the embroidery hoop.  If you are not using a hoop 

you are done at this point and can cut out your faux window from the parchment paper and 

hang in a window with some tape.  To insert your design in the embroidery hoop you will 

loosen the hoop and place one ring of the hoop under your paper and one on top.  Gently press 

the hoop onto each other to enclose the paper between the two hoops.   

    

When the two hoops are lined up you can tighten the hoops together so the design fits snug in 

between the two circles.   

Step 5 – Cut off your excess paper. 

Now you can cut off your excess paper on the back and hang up your faux stained glass 

window.  So much fun.  I love how this one looks in my window.  Enjoy! 

 


