
 



 

 

The Wild Willow Park is planned in the 4.5 acres of open space owned by Francis City between 

the Wild Willow and Summit Haven neighborhoods. The location is shown on the map below. 

 

Francis City began planning to build the park in 2015. The city partnered with USU to draw 

concept plans for the park in 2016. In 2021 and 2022, the city applied for and received grant 

funding to build the park. Several iterations of park plans have been discussed but the city has 

decided to return to the original concept plans drawn by USU Landscape Architecture students. 

There will be some modifications from the original plans, but the park will include a parking 

area, restrooms and water fountain, a pavilion, a walking trail around the perimeter of the park, 

a nature play area, an area with native grasses, an area with bike features including a beginner 

pumptrack, an intermediate pumptrack, skills areas, and small jumps. The city is updating the 

plans and will present those to the community during an open house (date TBD). The city has 

hired a contractor that specializes in building bike features. The city is planning to complete 

park construction between fall 2022 and summer 2023.  

 

Wild Willow Dr 



Responses to Questions and Comments 

The city thanks all those who have been engaged and have submitted letters and public 

comment to the city. The city has modified the plans for the park to address the concerns of 

residents. The city’s desire is for this park to be an asset to the community. 

Parking  

“If the annual estimate of visitors for this type of park is 15,000 people, where are these 

people going to park?” / “I understand that 2,500 people per month are projected to frequent 

this space with only 8 parking stalls. I feel like with the bulk majority of cars coming on the 

weekend, it will leave all of the side streets accessing the space with constant vehicular 

parking.” / “Where is the city’s proposed overflow parking when more than 8 visitors show 

up at a time?” / “What if there are cars parked up and down the street and an ambulance 

and/or fire trucks needs to access one of our homes or the bike venue itself?” / “Is there a 

way to provide parking and access off of Hilltop Road instead of bringing it through our 

neighborhood?”  

The city used data from Trailside Park to estimate the number of annual park visitors for the 

purpose of applying for grants. Visitation was estimated to be about a third of the visitors at 

Trailside Park. Trailside Park is a large 63-acre park with many amenities and a much larger area 

dedicated to a bike park. It is also frequented by Park City visitors. In retrospect, it was likely an 

overestimate that the Wild Willow Park will have a third of the visitors of Trailside. Wild Willow 

Park is much smaller and Francis experiences much less tourism than Park City. Many park 

visitors will come by bike from the surrounding neighborhoods and residential areas. As it is 

difficult to estimate the number of parking spots needed until the park is open, the city will 

move ahead with the parking area as planned. The city will re-evaluate parking after the park 

has opened. If necessary, a second overflow lot will be added near the Oak Lane access point.  

Parking along Summit Haven Circle will be allowed during the day if needed, however, 

driveways may not be blocked. The city’s right-of-way on Summit Haven Circle extends 15-ft 

from the edge of the asphalt. Visitors parking along Summit Haven Circle will pull off the asphalt 

so as not to block emergency vehicle access. 

It is not possible for the city to provide parking and access off Hilltop Road instead. There is a 

trail access point off Hilltop, but it is not wide enough to accommodate a road. Also, during 

planning for the Summit Haven subdivision the city intentionally acquired additional land off 

the Summit Haven Circle cul-de-sac for the purpose of parking for a park. 

Management 

“Who will oversee it?” / “Who is in charge of controlling the park?” / “Will there be hours of 

operation?” / “Will it have lights?”/ “Will it have a gate to close off the parking lot to prevent 

it from becoming a free overnight camping/party spot equipped with a bathroom?” / “Will 



Recreational vehicles be allowed to park on the roadside and will these be allowed to park 

overnight, encouraged by bathroom services?” / “Will e-bikes be allowed?” 

Francis City Public Works will be responsible for park management and maintenance, just as it 

is responsible for other parks in the city. The city is planning to employ part-time seasonal park 

attendants to maintain and manage the park. The city is planning that the hours of operation 

will be the same as other city parks – sunrise to sunset. No lights are planned at the Wild 

Willow Park. Camping will not be allowed. Only Class I e-bikes will be allowed. 

Maintenance 

How is the maintenance of this park going to be funded and what impact will that have on 

our property taxes? / “What are the City’s plans for maintenance of the track and the area?” 

/ “Who maintains the park and how is this paid for?” / “What happens in mud season? There 

can be a lot of damage to the tracks and trails by being used when wet.” / “Is it now the 

responsibility of the surrounding homeowners that abut the park to ensure that all of the 

garbage won’t become part of a daily effort to maintain?” 

The city’s Public Works department will maintain and manage the park. The city is planning to 

employ part-time seasonal park attendants to help. The additional costs will be planned as part 

of the yearly budgetary process. It is not anticipated that taxes will increase due to the 

additional maintenance responsibilities created by this new park.  

Maintenance responsibilities will include restroom stocking and cleaning, garbage removal, 

weeding, and maintenance of the landscape, trail, and bike features. Specifically, bike features 

will require regular, brief watering as well as shaping and raking. 

Fencing will be in place around the perimeter of the park. Gates will be placed at access points 

to prevent motor vehicles from entering the park. The access points will be closed off when 

trails are muddy.  

Dust 

“The change of the purpose of Wild Willow Park from green space to a bike park raises 

questions for us of the dust and other pollution that will be generated from this use. What 

are the city’s plans to deal with this pollution so that it does not negatively impact adjacent 

residents?” / “How is dust control going to be considered within proximity of residential 

development?”  

The city receives complaints about weeds in this open space yearly and plans to improve the 

landscaping as part of the development of the park. Stabilizing additives will be added to the 

top layer of dirt forming the bike features to prevent erosion and dust. The sides of the features 

will be planted with native grasses to stabilize the dirt and minimize dust. Bike features are 

planned in the center of the park, as far away from residences as possible. The walking trail will 

have a top layer of fine gravel or crushed asphalt to minimize dust. 



South Summit Mountain Bike Team’s Involvement with Wild Willow Park 

“It is my understanding that this bike park will now be the destination of the South Summit 

Mountain Biking team. Are certain times being set aside for practice?” / “The city intends to 

use this as a venue for the local mountain bike team.” 

The South Summit Mountain Bike Team does not plan to hold regular practices at the new park. 

It is not an ideal location for them to practice as they compete with NICA which holds cross-

country style bike races. A small portion of the team could possibly meet for practice at the 

park once or twice a season, however this is unlikely. No times will be set aside for team 

practice, nor will the park be closed for practice. The team may volunteer to help with park 

maintenance.  The South Summit Mountain Bike Team wrote letters to support grant funding 

for the new park, as did the South Summit Trails Foundation. 

Commercial Venue 

“Will Francis hold competitions, stage events, all as an “attraction” for the town of Francis’ 

benefit?”/ “Will there be vendors/vendor sales?” 

There are no plans for competitions, events, vendors, or vendor sales at the park. Other venues 

in Summit County (such as Trailside Park) are larger and better suited for these type of 

activities.  

The city expects some visitors from outside the city and county to visit this park. The city hopes 

that the Wild Willow Park, along with other new trails planned in Francis, will be encourage 

visitors to come to Francis and patronize new commercial businesses planned in Francis along 

SR 32. 

Trail Network 

“It doesn’t make sense that the city said this park will connect with a network of trails in 

Francis. Currently in Francis, there are no trails that this would connect to.” 

Several future trails are planned in this area. The Rocky Top connector trail, planned as part of 

the Hidden Meadows subdivision, will connect to the park and will have its own trailhead. 

There will be new trails as part of the Hart subdivision. Maintenance activities are planned for 

the existing River Bluffs Hilltop trail. Eventually, the bike park will also be connected to the 

valley-wide trail system, which is scheduled to connect to Francis in 2023.  

Location 

“Is this the best location for this type of park?” / “Can this go somewhere else?” / “A site that 

would benefit from this type of repurposing is some or all of the ball fields off of Spring 

Hollow Lane that are currently in disrepair.” / “Currently, there are two pump tracks of 

similar nature in Park City at Trailside Park only 17 miles away from this location. What are 



the reasons for adding a duplicative location when similar amenities already exist in very 

close proximity?” 

Francis has owned this property for many years and plans to fulfill its promise to residents to 

construct a park in this location. Through grant funding, the city’s plans to build a park in this 

location are finally becoming a reality. The grant funding for this park must be used at this 

location and the funds must be used within a specific timeline. If the funds are not used as 

planned, they will be lost. It would be too costly for the city to purchase new property and to 

construct the park with its own funds.  

The city believes that this is a suitable location for this park. The city does not plan for it to be a 

“venue” as some believe. Although visitors are expected, the city is planning the focus of this 

park to be a neighborhood park. A traditional playground and turf fields are not planned in this 

location for several reasons. First, Francis already has traditional playgrounds at the City Park 

and they are under-utilized. The city plans to diversify its parks by adding elements to this park 

not found in its other Francis parks. Second, there are no sidewalks in the Wild Willow or 

Summit Haven neighborhoods. This park will provide a fun place for residents to walk and ride 

their bikes off the street. Last, turf fields require significant watering. The landscaping planned 

at the Wild Willow Park will require much less water usage.  

The fields at the City Park have been improved and are maintained now. They are used 

regularly by area baseball, softball, and soccer teams.  

Many residents, especially the area’s non-driving youth, do not consider 17 miles to be in 

“close-proximity”. The city has heard positive comments about the park from residents who are 

excited about biking facilities closer to home.  Many residents will still choose to travel to 

Trailside to ride because of the many amenities offered there that won’t be offered at the Wild 

Willow Park. 

Liability 

“Inherent in nature of the Wild Willow Park is a high degree of risk. With that degree of risk 

comes increased accidents. What are the city’s plans to manage this risk, both from a liability 

perspective and the ability to provide access for emergency vehicles?” / “These types of parks 

typically see injuries on a routine basis. Is Francis City prepared to accept liability for activities 

at the park or is there going to be some form of a controller.” / “I have seen kids get injured 

out in that field multiple times – what are the legal implications for this type of a park for the 

City?” 

The city carries liability insurance on all its parks and facilities. However, as with other city 

parks, users assume the risk of injury that may occur while using the bike park. The city will 

work to maintain the park and keep the features as safe as possible. If a feature requires repair, 

it may be closed for a time while the city conducts maintenance. 



Structures and Signage  

“Per the quit claim deed, the park cannot have any permanent structures or signage.” 

Wild Willow Limited Company deeded a large portion of the future park land to Francis as a 

requirement of final plat approval for Phase 1 of the Wild Willow Planned Unit Development. In 

accepting the property, Francis City covenanted that the “Property shall be preserved and 

maintained as open space in perpetuity for active or passive recreational use…Grantee shall not 

1) build or locate any structures, temporary or permanent, on the above-described property 

except for non-commercial recreational facilities consistent with the preservation of the 

property as open space…6) place or allow to place advertisements, billboards, signs or other 

outdoor advertising on the above-described property.” 

The city is planning to build a restroom and shade pavilion at the park. Both structures are 

allowed since they are “non-commercial recreational facilities consistent with the preservation 

of the property as open space.” The deed specifically prohibits advertisement signage, but park 

and recreation signage are allowed. 

 


