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AGENDA  

  

Francis City Council Meeting  

Thursday, May 28th, 2020 7:00 p.m.  

  

  

This meeting will be held as an electronic meeting without allowing the public to enter the   

Community Center or another anchor location to participate, pursuant to Governor Herbert’s 

Executive Order 2020-5.   

 

Francis City is inviting you to attend by following the link below or by calling: 1-301-715-8592 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87331612314?pwd=V0krNXVHMENVK2J5TFgzcjlKK29
Fdz09 

Meeting ID: 87331612314    Password: 615053 

You can also comment by email to comments@francisutah.org 

 

Attending: Mayor Byron Ames, Councilmembers Trilby Cox, Matt Crittenden, Shana Fryer, 

Planner Mandy Crittenden, City Recorder Suzanne Gillett, City Engineer Scott Kettle 

 

Excused: Councilmember Jeremie Forman 

  

 Others Attending: Nick Berry, Brent Gines, Dena Housel, Luke Thomas, Dustina Housel and 

Kyle Housel 
 

1. Welcome—The Mayor welcomed everyone to the Francis City Council Meeting. The Mayor 

has excused Councilmember Forman from this meeting. He explained how he would invite 

people to participate. 

 

The Mayor will lead in the Pledge of Allegiance. He then turned the time over to 

Councilmember Cox for a thought.  

 

Councilmember Cox shared her thoughts on things, and she feels that we are all reaching a 

breaking point. She spoke with the Mayor about persistence. Her quote is from Calvin Collage. 

She shared her quote and said she felt it was a good thought to think of. 

 

2. Public Comment---The Mayor opened the meeting for public comment on items not already 

having a public hearing tonight.  

 

He asked each attendee if they had any comments and there were none, so the public comment 

period was closed.  

 

The Mayor explained that he is going to take a couple of things out of order tonight. He 

explained what they were and why he was taking them out of order. 

  

  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87331612314?pwd=V0krNXVHMENVK2J5TFgzcjlKK29Fdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87331612314?pwd=V0krNXVHMENVK2J5TFgzcjlKK29Fdz09
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3. Public Hearings 

    A. Nick Berry/Premier Storage CUP Amendment---The Mayor asked the Planner to review 

the staff report. She read the report to everyone. This was forwarded to the City Council with a 

positive recommendation. She spoke about the proposed setbacks and what the city setbacks 

were.  

 

The Engineer explained that he had to come up with a berm and a way for the storm water to stay 

on Nick’s site. The Mayor said so the rear setbacks are 20 feet and the sides are 15 feet. 

 

The Mayor asked the applicant if there was anything he would like to add. Nick said no he did 

talk with Scott and he is good with the setbacks and he spoke with one neighbor and told him he 

would keep the water on his side. 

 

The Mayor opened the meeting to the public. He went through each attendee and asked if they 

had any comment. 

 

Brent Gines said that in the Planning Commission meeting he asked Mandy to check on the 20-

foot setback. Attorney Christopherson explained the west side was the front of the property and 

the east side the rear. Brent was just looking for the clarification on that. 20 feet on the rear was 

checked into. His other question is your going to put a little berm on that side of the fence. Nick 

said yes around a 2-foot berm. He asked if the fence would stay and he was told it may come 

down. Brent said it specifically states that kind of fence stays. Nick said the code allows the back 

side of the building to be the barrier. 

 

The Mayor explained Brent Gines is asking for an advisory opinion and all he is asking for 

tonight is to amend his site plan.  

 

Attorney Christopherson said they will look at that as they move forward.  

 

Dustina Housel informed council that first and foremost that because of changing the agenda she 

will now be late for work. She specifically took time off work for this and she is now late. She 

needs assurance that her ground will be protected from the water drainage. 

 

Engineer Kettle said he will have to submit a site plan with new setbacks and storm water run off 

to keep it on his site. She asked if that would pertain to the building that he built earlier. Scott 

said the site plan approval of phase one should maintain the storm water. Kyle Housel said the 

building she is talking about is in Phase 2. 

 

The Mayor said regardless of Phase 1 or 2 the water needs to stay on Nick’s site.  

 

Dustina said if this is classified as a CUP amendment then her letter still stands. She feels that 

this was not advertised correctly. 

 

The Mayor referred to a letter from Dena Housel, but the set back issue has been resolved. The 

other letter shows the conditional use, drainage and setbacks. The Mayor shared a quote that was 

in the letter. “Attitude is a little ring that makes a big difference.” 
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The Mayor brought back to the council. 

 

Councilmember Crittenden feels we can approve the site amendment if everything is followed as 

discussed. Councilmember Fryer agrees with Matt. 

 

Councilmember Cox moved that we approve the Site Plan Amendment for Premier Storage 

providing that the conditions of the engineer are met.  

 

Attorney Christopherson made a recommendation to approve the Site Plan Amendment 

subject to meeting the setbacks as discussed and addressing the drainage issue to retain  the 

water on his property. 

 

Councilmember Cox amended her motion to move that we approve the Site Plan Amendment 

for Premier Storage contingent upon the review of the setbacks and drainage concerns. 

Councilmember Fryer seconded the motion. The Mayor and Councilmembers Cox, Crittenden 

and Fryer all voted in favor, motion passed. 

 

    B. Sewer Fee Rate Schedule---Resolution 2020-05 ---The Mayor asked Engineer Kettle to 

explain why we had to do this. This is going to increase our sewer rates. Engineer Kettle 

explained that back when we got the bond to redo the sewer ponds the board required us to raise 

our sewer rates to $63.00. The city went to them and asked them if they had to do it right know. 

They were told if they raised it by the time, they were done with they project they were ok. He 

then explained that we have raised them over the years and now we have to make the final 

adjustment to $63.00 that we agreed to as part of the funding requirements when we did the 

sewer pond. 

 

The Mayor asked what the current rate right was now, and he was told $50. So, it is an increase 

of $13.00, he was told yes. He then wanted to know if they could lower the rates when the bond 

was paid off . He was told that it was a nice thought, but over the next 20 years we are going to 

have more growth and one of the things we need to do is watch our rates and change them 

periodically so we don’t have a huge increase again. Then we can put a little money away for 

future projects.  

 

Councilmember Crittenden believes that it puts a strain on everybody, and he feels this needs to 

be looked at yearly as it is easier for a dollar or two instead of 13.00 all at once. He spoke with 

someone at rural water and we need to look at this as a cost of living raise every year for your 

utility rates. 

 

Dena Housel wonders what the impact fees we charge go towards. Engineer Kettle explained 

that the impact fees are paying for the cost of a lot of this, but in doing so there were deficiencies 

that needed to be taken care of as well. She feels that the new developers should be paying for 

this.  

 

Attorney Christopherson said Dena is correct. It is against state law to charge current residents 

for growth needs. All of this review was done when we did the bonding for the needs. But, with 

the project additional property was purchased.  
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The Mayor feels to a large degree the city is playing catch up and we are making up for that now.  

 

The Mayor closed the public comment period. 

 

The Mayor reviewed Resolution 2020-05 with everyone. He asked for a motion. 

 

Councilmember Cox moved to pass Resolution  2020-05 a Resolution by the Francis City 

Council regarding the rates to be charged by the city for provision of sewer services changing 

the rates to $63.00. Councilmember Fryer seconded the motion. The Mayor and 

Councilmembers Cox, Crittenden and Fryer all voted aye, motion passed. 

 

4. Discussion, Updates and Approval on Potential Action Items 

    A. Amended Budget 2019-2020 and Budget 2020-2021---The Mayor discussed the amended 

budget with Suzanne and the well was discussed. Suzanne explained what would need to be 

amended. Engineer Kettle explained that we will spend all the water impact money and the 

remaining will come from annexation fees. 

 

Engineer Kettle feels it is better to loan ourselves the money from the annexation fees. The 

Mayor asked about the payments, but right know we are thinking paying in just one payment. 

 

Tentative Budget will be finalized next month. The Mayor explained that the sales tax revenue 

he and Suzanne have been talking about is a direct effect of the pandemic and our totals are three 

months behind. So far everything is like last year, but the next couple of months will tell a 

different story. 

 

The Mayor explained where the sales tax revenue comes from and we will be affected by things 

out of our control. He explained how much he felt would be cut. He recommends that we cut the 

sales tax by 15%. He explained that we added a new building inspector, so Suzanne worked that 

in. He also explained the building permit fees and how the costs are spread out. This budget does 

not include merit raises for employees, but it does include a cost of living increase of 67 cents. 

He explained to the council how that figure came about. 

 

The plow truck the city would like to purchase was discussed so now we can compare apples to 

apples on that. So, if we did something like this cost will still go up.  

 

Councilmember Fryer wanted to know about the budget for the Frontier Days. Councilmember 

Cox feels that we should insist on online ticket sales. She also wanted to know about the park 

facility rental in the budget. How the amount was figured was explained.  

 

Council discussed how to handle Frontier Days and if we would still have events. They decided 

to wait a little longer before any decisions are made.  

 

    B. Plow Truck Discussion---The Mayor explained that they had some quotes in front of them. 

He also explained what he and Suzanne had discussed. They reviewed and discussed the three 

quotes and the interest rates.  
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Councilmember Crittenden feels that maybe we should be shopping around. He does not like 

paying interest.  

 

The Mayor proposes to take this on as his own personal vehicle and find out why costs have 

gone up and investigate the interest rate and financing.  

 

Councilmember Crittenden feels if we are taking over our own roads to plow now then maybe 

we need to just do the plow truck and not add the water truck.  

 

Engineer Kettle said it seems like the interest rate was cheaper.  

 

Councilmember Crittenden would like to get as close to what we have been paying as possible. 

He feels we need a truck right now. 

 

Councilmember Cox asked if we bought the truck could we later add the water tank to it.  

 

Council did not decide, and the Mayor will investigate things a little further. 

 

    C. Frontier Days---The rules change quickly and often. As soon as they got an answer on 

something then the Governor changed what yellow meant again. So, this changes often and 

mostly with good news, but for the time being it is that way. 

 

Under the new 4.5 version it talks about a group maximum size. For an event like Frontier Days 

we could have up to 999 people. The short news is we can with some effort put on a Frontier 

Days Rodeo and if we do, what does that look like. 

 

The Mayor explained in the 999 people you could have household groups together. Each 

household group needs to be 6 feet apart. People would need to wear masks, and people would 

have to sanitize their hands.  

 

He suggested bringing in food trucks and they would have to be compliant health wise and not 

the city. 

 

The Mayor explained that he spoke with the rodeo contractor and he said if we can’t have a 

rodeo we can’t. The contractor explained to the Mayor that he could put something together in a 

week if that’s what it took. He is eager and flexible to work with the city. 

 

The Mayor asked Luke for his thoughts on some of the logistical issues. Luke stated that it would 

create some headaches and extra work that would be required from Councilmembers and extra 

volunteers. He talked about roping some sections off and how many people they could get in the 

stands. He is more than happy to do whatever we need to do to put it on if that’s what the council 

decides, but it will be a lot of extra time added.  

 

If things go back to red how much of a loss is the city going to take and another thing he thought 

of is what type of reputation are we going to have if somebody gets sick at our celebration.  
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The Mayor informed council with the social distancing we will have to have people to police that 

and there is another element that we would have to figure out. You must have the ability to track 

attendance. They want to be able to track and trace what goes on at events. 

 

The Mayor asked the council what there thoughts were. If we were to proceed it would be under 

a much different budget world. He feels that we will have a hard time getting sponsors this year 

so things would have to be significantly scaled back. He feels that we could probably still do a 

light parade. It’s possible we could do a movie in the park more drive in style. There are some 

things we can do besides the rodeo. He asked for some feedback from council. 

 

In speaking with the county health director, they spoke about the are not. So, you could reduce 

risk by not doing too much.   

 

Council Crittenden feels with the whole limiting of things then once we sell the 400 tickets were 

done. He appreciates Mascaro’s and there willingness to work. But, with Mascaro’s coming in 

out of the county how does that affect us here.  He feels if we could possibly hold off, but still 

move forward with them. Part of me says we should just bag this, but the other part of me says 

we need to try. 

 

Councilmember Cox said you need to have electronic tickets and sell to groups willing to buy 

eight to ten tickets at a time. Legally can we do that? The Mayor said the county health director 

is not an attorney, but he has one.  

 

Attorney Christopherson said there is a lot more flexibility. He feels its more the practicality than 

the legality of it.  

 

The Mayor said there is no real way to know if you are from our zip code or not.  

 

Councilmember Cox spoke about the advertising a little bit and is it best to advertise just locally.  

 

The Mayor is wondering if we are putting the cart before the horse. Councilmember Cox doesn’t 

feel like it is putting the cart before the horse. 

 

Councilmember Fryer said she doesn’t want to be a downer and she really wants to put on the 

rodeo, but if your participants bring people with them then we will have 400 people there. The 

Mayor explained the 400 would be just the people in the stands.  

 

Councilmember Cox asked about the sanitation and the Mayor explained it to her. She wanted to 

know how long we are going to drag out the decision. The Mayor said there is the reality that we 

could wait and see what happens, but he feels if we can we need to do something.  

 

Councilmember Crittenden feels that we move forward with limited celebration and still try to do 

something and wait a little and see what happens, maybe things change again. 

 

Councilmember Cox feels that we need to wait and watch what goes on in the next little bit. 
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Attorney Christopherson explained some of the events that he is involved with and what is going 

on with them. 

 

The Mayor asked Suzanne about income and what we would have and where we make the 

money and she explained that the only income would be from ticket sales.  

 

The Mayor again explained some of his discussion with the Mascaro’s.  

 

Oakley is planning on proceeding and talking about televising theirs, and as a PRCA rodeo it 

makes more sense. Kamas is not planning on anything as of now. 

 

The Mayor asked Luke his feelings on this and Luke said it gives us more time to look at things 

and see what happens around us before we do something.  

 

The Mayor would say formally we are still on, but we are watching the state and local health 

officials, but the intent is still to put on something. 

 

Mandy said that Luke had a complaint on Aspen Road, and she asked Luke if he wanted to talk 

about it. Engineer Kettle said it is something that they are working on. Luke said it is beyond 

their capacity to repair. 

 

The Mayor thanked everyone for their input. 

      

5.  A. Council Reports---None 

     

     B. Planner Reports---Planner Crittenden brought up a joint work session. The Mayor said 

they are putting out an ad for Planning Commissioners. 

 

Mandy said we have five code text amendments that need to be taken care of. She explained that 

two of them are pretty much getting nowhere. On the moderate income there is a lot that the 

Planning Commission cannot hash out. She feels that it would just be a good thing to work 

together on these things. 

 

The Mayor asked Mandy to bring this up as he didn’t want to forget. He asked if in the month of 

June, they could all meet. Council discussed what date would work. Council decided the date 

should be Monday the 15th of June.  

 

     C.  Engineer Reports---Engineer Kettle said they started drilling the well yesterday and they 

were down about 510 feet. He explained what all was going on. It is looking very promising.  

They are down to the formation that they wanted to be, so things are looking good. 

 

They have chipped sealed the roads in Wild Willow, Summit Haven, Foothill, and at Warrens 

Field Way. They are going to come and do the slurry seal on Monday to finish that off. 
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The Mayor said there is some excess rock in the center of the road, and he wanted to know when 

they were going to come vacuum. Engineer Kettle explained when it would happen.  

 

     D. Mayor Reports---None 

 

     E.  Report and Approval of Bills Paid---Councilmember Crittenden motioned to pay the 

check register from 5-14-20 to 5-28-20. Councilmember Fryer seconded the motion. The 

Mayor and all Councilmembers voted in favor; motion passed. 

 

    F. Approval of Minutes from May 14th, 2020---The Mayor explained that reviewing the 

minutes is not supposed to be verbatim and this is the minutes live while it is happening. So, 

while he reviews the minutes, he is asking himself does this affect what the essence of what is 

said.  

 

Councilmember Fryer motioned to approve the minutes of May 14th, 2020. Councilmember 

Cox seconded the motion, all voted in favor, motion passed. 

  

Councilmember Crittenden motioned to adjourn. Mayor Ames seconded. All in favor, meeting 

adjourned.  

 
The content of the minutes is not intended, nor are they submitted, as a verbatim transcription of the 

meeting.  These minutes are a brief overview of what occurred at the meeting.  

 

 
Minutes accepted as to form this 11th , day of June 2020. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________      _______________________________________ 

Mayor Byron Ames                                                     City Recorder Suzanne Gillett 

 

 

 

 


