
 

 

  
These minutes are for the Special Meeting for the City of Douglass Council held on Monday, December 4, 2017 for 
the purpose of receiving public input regarding the keeping of chickens inside the city limits and called to order by 
Mayor Jo Jennings at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Twenty-two (22) people signed in (a copy of the sign-in sheets will be filed with the approved minutes) 
  
Fourteen (14) people signed in with the intent to speak 
 
Sixteen (16) of the people who signed in indicated a generally favorable position on allowing chickens within the city 
limits 
 
Ten (10) people provided written correspondence regarding the keeping of chickens 
 
Eight (8) of those who provided written correspondence had a generally favorable  
 
Comments made in support of the keeping of chickens:  
 

 Chickens, in moderation, should be considered for owner-occupied residences inside the city 
limits.  

 Chickens eat bugs and garbage, provide entertainment and education as pets, and a source of 
food.  

 Properly maintained coops/runs/pens can be successful inside the city limits, and not offensive to 
neighbors.  

 Roosters should not be allowed because of the noise factor.  

 Chickens should not be allowed to roam free, but should be in a secured area to allow for their 
own safety and well-being.  

 Owners of chickens should be held accountable and responsible for their actions (get out, dig in 
neighbors yards or flower beds, provide unwanted fertilizer).   

 A permit and fee should be required for those who wish to keep chickens to increase 
accountability.  

 
Comments made in opposition to the keeping of chickens:  
 

 Chickens are farm animals and should not be kept in residential areas.  

 What effect would there be on property values if chickens are allowed?  

 Do health concerns exist with the keeping of chickens in residential neighborhoods? 

 
Adjournment:  

Sheri Cagle  moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:10  pm.  Jenni O’Crowley seconded the motion.  All voted aye and 
the motion carried 5-0.  

                                  
____________________________________ 

      Jo Jennings, Mayor 
 
_______________________________________ 
KaLyn Nethercot, City Clerk/Administrator 


