Thread Painting 
Achieve realistic (or fanciful) effects with thread on fabric or tulle much like those created with a paintbrush on canvas. Shading and fine detail can be created on fabric or on a photo transfer. Materials and preparation will be discussed. Thread painting techniques will be demonstrated and assistance provided as participants select, prepare, and thread paint a chosen design.

Level – advanced beginner through advanced
4 hours

Materials required
· Sewing machine that can lower or cover the feed dogs for free-motion stitching
(Machine should be in good working order and you should be familiar with its controls.)
· The manual for your machine
· Sewing machine bed extender, if you have one.
· Topstitch or embroidery needles
· 3 empty bobbins
· Darning/embroidery foot or free-motion quilting foot
· Fabric – 2 pieces that are each somewhat larger than your embroidery hoop – batik or hand-dyed fabric is suggested. Choose a color that is similar to the most prominent color of thread you will be using.
· Mechanical pencil or Clover™ white marking pen for drawing or tracing your design
· Photo, line drawing, or stencil of a simple subject 3-4” across in its longest dimension for example, a single flower, leaf, piece of fruit, butterfly; I will also have some to use.
· Embroidery thread – several colors determined by chosen subject - rayon, PolyNeon (or other polyester thread), cotton, and/or wool are all possibilities. You may want to wait until class day and purchase thread in the shop after the various options are discussed.
· Bobbin thread – Bottom Line by Superior Threads is the brand I generally use.
· Fabric scissors and thread snips; embroidery scissor if you have them
· Scrap fabric of similar weight as background fabric to test stitching
· Embroidery hoop – about 6” – It doesn’t need to be one specially made for your sewing machine but it should fit under the presser foot of your machine.
· Tear away stabilizer

