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Brian Head Community Wildfire Preparedness Plan  
 

A previous newsletter article introduced the Brian Head Community Wildfire 

Preparedness Plan. This Plan is being prepared by a group of concerned 

residents (both homeowners and landowners), business owners, Public Safety 

Officers and government officials. The Brian Head fire of June 2017 showed us 

that Brian Head is at risk for a wildfire and there is a lot we can do to lessen the 

impact of future wildfires. By putting a Preparedness Plan in place Brian Head 

can also benefit from funding and grants in the future to make Brian Head a 

“Fire Safe Zone”. 
 

This article wants to introduce Brian Head homeowners and landowners to the 

guidelines for clearing their property. If everyone makes an effort this upcoming 

spring/summer season to clear their property, thereby creating a defensible zone, 

the impact of a future wildfire will be greatly lessened. This defensible zone will 

make the efforts of the firefighters more successful in fighting future fires. 
 

Guidelines for Thinning & Limbing: 
 

1. Remove all dead vegetation, both standing and downed. 

2. Thin remaining trees, taking damaged, diseased, or leaning trees first, 

then trees less than 9 inches in diameter. Next thin out remaining 

trees so that all trees are 10 to 30 feet apart at the crowns. 

3. Remove limbs of remaining trees from within 4 to 6 feet from the 

ground. 

4. Remove any vegetation within 10 feet of any chimney opening. 

5. Remove all vegetation, debris, and flammable storage from under 

wood decks, stairs, or eaves of buildings or within 25 feet of propane 

tanks. 
 

Residents are reminded to keep track of all of your hours that you spend clearing 

your property. These hours are logged for all of Brian Head and can be applied 

to future funding or government grants. Basically, the more hours we log shows 

the funding agencies that we in Brian Head are making a real effort to protect 

our town from the next wildfire and the town will be rewarded with funding to 

help our efforts. 
 

Remember, any information regarding the Brian Head Community Wildfire 

Preparedness Plan will be disseminated on the Brian Head Town website under 

the Public Safety/Fire Mitigation link.  http://brianheadtown.utah.gov/fire-

mitigation.htm 

 

@facebook.com/brianheadtown.utah 
 

Navy Dive Training at 

Bristlecone Pond 
 

On January 7, 2018 a team of 15 US 

Navy divers arrived in the Town of 

Brian Head from their base in Virginia 

Beach, Virginia.  They were in town for 

8 days of intense technical dive training 

involving diving under the ice and 

diving at high altitude. 
   
The instructor/facilitator for this 

training was one of our part-time 

Deputy Marshals, Jeff Morgan.  He is 

an instructor for Dive Rescue 

International based out of Fort Collins, 

Colorado and has been training various 

law enforcement, Fire Rescue and 

military teams internationally and 

throughout the United States for the last 

20 years. 
 

The U.S. Navy decided to come to the 

Town of Brian Head due to its unique 

diving environment, high-altitude, and 

cold environment.   Their training site 

was the Bristlecone Pond.  It is 

approximately 45 feet deep and has an 

equivalency sea level depth of 70 feet.   
 

Dive training involved dive site 

preparation by cutting a hole through 

the ice that was about 16” thick.  After 

the hole was cut and a shelter erected,  

 

(continued on page 2)  
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Dive Training 
(continued from page 1) 

 

they were tasked with operating underneath 

the ice in extremely cold water and limited 

visibility.  They were diving with a state of 

the art surface supplied air system and high 

tech dry-suits.  They completed various 

tasks underwater which included a small 

construction project and the search and 

recovery of a mock torpedo.   
 

The Navy divers were made to feel very 

welcome by several of our town residents.  

A team of volunteers led by Vicki Morgan 

prepared hot lunches (on a daily basis) for 

the Navy divers while they were 

conducting their dive operations.  The 

divers were all extremely thankful for the 

efforts of Vicki, Julie Saemisch, Lynn 

Mulder, Betty Phelan, Shufen Beney, Linda 

Ames, Cecile Wallis and Lisa Disney in 

putting together some of the “best chow 

they have ever had during a training 

evolution”.  
  
During their visit and after the training had 

concluded, they had the opportunity to have    

some fun skiing and snowboarding.  With 

the support of John Grissinger, the divers 

had a chance to have a great BBQ dinner 

and enjoy some fun time on the slopes.  A 

few of the guys had the opportunity to tour 

the Cedar Breaks National Monument on 

snowmobiles hosted by Tim Hanson and 

John Turner. 
 

After the Navy left town, Brian Head’s 

Public Safety Team conducted a one-day 

training underneath the ice. They were 

practicing cold water search & rescue 

techniques that help prepare them in the       

event someone falls through the ice.  This 

was timely training after the recent incident 

that occurred in New Harmony where an 

eight-year-old boy made a full recovery 

after falling through the ice and spending 

38 minutes underwater. 
  
Special thanks for all the top-side support 

by Bill Mulder and the rest of the Brian 

Head Fire Volunteers that participated in 

the training.                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above ground (and aerial) photos taken 

by Mike Saemisch.  Underwater photos 

taken by Jeff Morgan, Dive Instructor. 

 
 
 

    Aerial Photo of Bristlecone Pond Dive Training 
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Brian Head Town Council 
 

 

 

The newest elected Town Council member, Lynn Mulder, is 

originally from Orange Park Acres, California. Lynn has also lived 

in Alaska, Northern Arizona and spent time on her great-

grandfather's ranch on the Salt Fork of the Brazos River in Texas.  

She and her husband, Bill, moved from California to Brian Head four 

years ago after retiring from teaching careers but she has been 

visiting the area for over fifty years.  “Each year my mom and dad 

would load up the old Ford pick-up truck with fishing gear and guns, 

the four kids and various and sundry dogs and set off for Duck Creek.  

Mom loved the scenery at Cedar Breaks and both Mom and Dad 

dreamed of moving to Cedar City someday.  So many great 

childhood memories are linked to southern Utah and somewhere in 

an old family photo album is even a picture of me fishing at Duck 

Creek in go-go boots!” 
 

Together, Bill and Lynn have four children and seven grandchildren 

and enjoy opportunities to share the mountain with family and 

friends.  As do so many other town residents and visitors, they love 

the surrounding natural beauty and the available outdoor activities.  

Bill is a snowboarder, Lynn skis with the local ladies' group, Women 

on Wednesdays, or WOW and both like to ride snowmobiles and 

ATVS.  Lynn describes herself as “...one quarter novice skier and 

snowmobiler, one quarter Civil War and WWI history buff, one 

quarter retired English and history teacher, one quarter forties movie 

geek, one quarter painter and one quarter NRA member.  And, as a 

UCR English graduate, probably rather weak in math!”  Obviously 

both Bill and Lynn enjoy their active lives here in Brian Head. 
 

It is because of this love for Brian Head and the surrounding area that 

Lynn decided to serve on the Town Council.  “I have been given so 

much by this community and I wanted to give back or pay it forward 

as the saying goes.  Sometimes people take office because they want 

to BE something but isn't it better if you want to DO something?  This 

is a great town that will grow as more people discover its charms.  

Growth and change are inevitable but this should be controlled and 

long-term effects not ignored for short-term goals.  I want to do my 

part in preserving the natural beauty that is Brian Head.” 
    

As a new member of the Brian Head Town 

Council, I would like to introduce myself.  My 

name is Shad Hunter. I was born and raised in 

Cedar City, Utah. I have deep rooted ties to the area 

as I am a 5th generation Hunter from Cedar City. 

My great grandfather was the Mayor of Cedar City 

for a few terms, and my grandfather was a State 

Representative for many years. Many of my family 

members have been active in the community, 

serving in various positions and as board members 

for different organizations.   
 

My love for the Brian Head area began in 1984, 

when my grandparents built a cabin on Circle 

Drive and I spent many memorable days in my 

youth, hiking, camping, fishing, exploring, and 

skiing. In 2001, I took a job at the ski resort, and 

moved to Brian Head, thinking that it’d be only for 

a few short years. 17 or so years later I am still here 

and this is home.  
 

I am excited to serve the community here in Brian 

Head.  I am also humbled by this opportunity. I 

look forward to this time, and look forward to 

seeing this community continue to work together 

and grow. 

 

 

(continued on page 4) 

Lynn Mulder – term from Jan 1, 2018 to Dec 31, 2021 

Shad Hunter – appointed to fill in a term to 

December 31, 2019 
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Brian Head Town Council 
(continued from page 3) 

 

 
Mayor Clayton Calloway – term from Jan 1,  

2018 to Dec 31, 2021 
 

I grew up in Parowan with a love of the outdoors. Every 

chance I got I was out in the hills hunting, fishing, riding 

my dirt bike, and camping. Fresh out of high school I came 

here to work in Brian Head - that’s when I got involved in 

skiing and snowmobiling. 
 

I was married in Brian Head to the love of my life Shelly.  

We have been together 38 years. As life got busy I felt the 

need to go out and conquer the world.  Shelly continued 

to work in Brian Head as I traveled around Nevada and 

Southern California working, but I could not wait to come 

home on the weekends. 
 

It was around 1996 I learned the grass isn’t greener 

somewhere else and came back to work in Brian Head.  It 

is really the only place I want to work. In 2000 I started 

Bristlecone Building Company, a construction company, 

doing remodeling and new construction.  It has been very 

enjoyable. 
 

Having lived in Parowan and raising our son Devin, 

Shelly and I wanted to move back to Brian Head.  So, in 

2009 we bought a building and moved her business, Apple 

Annie’s, to the new location.  I remodeled the upstairs into 

what we now call home. Sometimes I catch myself 

looking out the window thinking I can’t believe I get to 

live in such a beautiful area. 
 

This love of our community led me to get involved in local 

government, where I started by serving on the planning 

commission. In 2013, I was appointed to fill in a vacant 

Council seat.  I found the work very engaging and this led 

me to run for council again in the next election.  I was 

elected to a four-year term (from Jan 1, 2014 to Dec 31, 

2017).  I then ran for Mayor in November 2017 and was 

elected to this position!   
 

I am honored to have the opportunity to serve as Mayor of 

Brian Head and I will work hard to gain your trust as I try 

to improve Brian Head as a great place to LIVE, work and 

visit. I can only do this with your help and support.  If 

you’ve got something on your mind, or just need to vent, 

I will be very open and accessible to you.  You can reach 

me at ccalloway@bhtown.utah.gov  or by phone at 435-

590-2194.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have been a Brian Head property owner for over 18 years 

and a full-time resident for the last 9 years.  I served on 

the Town’s Planning Commission for a year, prior to 

being elected to the Town Council in November of 2011. 

My first term on the Council was from Jan 1, 2012 to Dec 

31, 2015.  I am now serving my second term (which runs 

from Jan 1, 2016 to Dec 31, 2019). 
 

I have a PhD from Texas A&M University and have spent 

most of my career working for and with engineering and 

construction companies. My specialty is environmental  

 

(continued on page 5) 

Larry Freeberg – term from Jan 1, 2016 to 

Dec 31, 2019 

mailto:ccalloway@bhtown.utah.gov
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Brian Head Town Council 
(continued from page 4) 

 

protection, permitting, documentation, and construction 

monitoring.  I have one daughter and three grandchildren. 
 

I believe in planned growth for our Town.  The past few 

years we have improved infrastructure needs, with the 

help of grants and low-interest loans.  I now propose we 

work hard on our economic development, while 

maintaining our important infrastructure.  I would like to 

get input from the local businesses about how to promote 

activities and events to attract developers and other 

businesses. 
 

We need to bring our growth planning up to date related 

to the current economic conditions, which has increased 

faster than previously anticipated.  We need to bring back 

a balance between the tax-paying property owners and the 

Town expenditures.  This can be achieved by looking at 

our budget and managing it very closely as well as looking 

for additional revenue from our visitors.  
 

 
Outgoing Council member, Reece Wilson, going out with a 

bang.  He volunteered to get tased by our Public Safety 

Officers. 

The regular meetings of the Town Council of Brian Head are 

held on the second and fourth Monday of each month at the 

Town Hall and scheduled for 1:00 pm.  These are open 

sessions and the public is invited to attend. 

 

 
Kelly Marshall - appointed to fill in Council 

term to December 31, 2019 
 

I am honored to have been appointed to the Town Council 

this month.  Originally from Camarillo, CA, I grew up 

skiing in Brian Head and have continued to vacation here 

throughout my adult life.  My husband, Tim and I first 

bought a vacation condo here in 2003. In 2015, we decided 

to buy property in Brian Head again in order to share the 

beauty of Southern Utah with our two children, Magnus 

(9) and Broderick (6).  Shortly after, we decided to 

become full time residents and plan on opening Sasquatch 

Donuts this summer 2018.   
 

I hold my Utah real estate license with High Country 

Realty and own and manage Brian Head Rental 

Management, LLC.  I have my B.S. in Biological Sciences 

from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo and worked in the 

biotech/pharmaceutical industry for 8 years.  I have also 

held my California real estate license since 2010.  
 

I love music, dance, art and science.  My family and I love 

the great outdoors and enjoy skiing, snowboarding, snow 

shoeing, snowmobiling and hiking.  We look forward to 

exploring, mountain biking and rock climbing this 

upcoming season.   
 

I have been impressed with all the friendly and generous 

people that make up this community and hope to serve 

them to the best of my ability.  I feel it is important to keep 

our town clean and provide services that allow all 

residents and visitors to enjoy Brian Head and all it has to 

offer.  
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2nd Annual Brian Head Town 

Christmas Tree Decorating Contest 

 
Brian Head Town’s 2nd annual Christmas tree decorating contest was held during the month of December 2017.  This year, 

the contest was held indoors at the Town Hall.  Last year it was held outside but, because of the bad weather, the Town 

decided to try it indoors. Of course we had good weather in December this year (go figure)!  Six local businesses participated 

in the contest (see pictures below).  They were:  The General Store (tree #2); Pizano’s (tree #3); Apple Annie’s (tree #5); 

Brian Head Resort (tree #6); Georg’s Ski Shop (tree #7); and Cedar Breaks Lodge (tree #10).  All of the trees were beautiful. 

The trees were voted on by the residents, businesses, and visitors.  Prizes were awarded as follows:  1st Place – Georg’s Ski 

Shop; 2nd Place – the General Store; and 3rd Place – Applie Annie’s.    Thanks to all who participated! 
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Town Tidbits 
 

 Please take a moment to submit your 

email addresses to Brian Head Town. 

You can sign up online   at the Town’s 

website: www.brianheadtown.utah.gov 

(the email sign-up is on the front page). 

Or, you can sign up by calling (435) 677-

2029.  Once we have your email, we can 

send you important Town notifications 

(such as letting you know if there is a 

fire, or where onstruction is happening 

etc.).  
 

 Council Member, Reece Wilson is 

moving. He resigned from his Council 

position to move to Jackson Hole, 

Wyoming.  We will miss you Reece and 

wish you the best! Thanks for your 

service. 
 

 Garbage removal is an important part of 

keeping Brian Head beautiful.  With 

that, please help the Town ensure the 

service by only placing compatible, 

household garbage in the dumpsters.  

Construction debris, appliances, 

furniture, hazardous material, fireplace 

ashes, and other large objects 

are NOT allowed to be placed in Town 

dumpsters per Town Code (Title 4, 

Chapter 1).  Thank you! 
 

2018 Photo Contest 
 

Brian Head Town is having a photo contest!  

We have such beautiful scenery around us 

here in Brian Head and we want to share it 

with the world!  The contest starts in March 

and will end September 1, 2018.  Please 

submit your pictures/photos to 

cajohnson@bhtown.utah.gov.  Brian Head 

Town will have a community event in the fall 

and announce the winners. 
 

So - - - get your cameras and cell-phones 

ready and capture some beautiful moments.  

Come and see what Brian Head has to offer. 

We want to see pictures from all seasons and 

encourage photos be taken in and around 

Brian Head and/or Iron County! Everyone 

can participate (you don’t have to be from 

Brian Head to enter the contest).  All ages can 

enter.  Let’s get creative.  Happy photo-

shooting! 

Brian Head Events 
March, April & May 2018 

(Contact Brian Head Resort at (866) 930-1010 or Brian Head Town at 

(435) 677-2029 for more information) 
 

March 10, 2018 (Saturday) – Enjoy live music with Lisa Mac at Last 

Chair Saloon from 4 – 8 pm. 
 

March 10 – 11, 2018 (Saturday & Sunday) – Youth Ski League 

Championship Ski Race - One of the most exciting, colorful and 

heartwarming weekends of the entire 2017-18 ski season when once again 

Brian Head Resort will be proud to host the USSA – Intermountain 

Division, Youth Ski League Finals. 
 

March 16 – 18, 2018 (Friday – Sunday) – Come to the Bootleg Canyon 

Winter Gravity Series in Boulder City, NV. 
 

March 17, 2018 (Saturday) - Hero Day at the Resort – We are offering 

a 50% discount on lift tickets for police officers, firefighters, military, 

paramedics and veterans (with ID)!  In recognition of St. Patrick’s Day, 

we will also be serving smoked corned beef, cabbage, and some green 

brews!  We will have the George Hartlmaier Classic Ski Race – 9 am – 

5 pm; Mason Cottam performs live at Last Chair Saloon from 4 – 8 pm. 
 

March 23 – 25, 2018 (Friday – Sunday) – Come join us in Hurricane, 

UT for the Hurricane Mountain Bike Festival. 
 

March 24, 2018 (Saturday) – Enjoy live music with Kelly Sheehan at 

Last Chair Saloon from 4 – 8 pm. 
 

March 31 – April 1, 2018 (Saturday & Sunday) - Brian Head Resort 

Kids Easter Carnival (March 31) and Easter Egg Hunt (April 1).  The 

Kids Carnival will take place at Navajo Lodge on Saturday from 11 am to 

3 pm.  There will be kids’ games, face painting, and fun prizes.  The 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt will take place at Navajo Lodge on Sunday 

starting at 11 am.  The big prize goes to the one who finds the white egg! 
 

March 31, 2018 (Saturday) – Last Rail Jam at Brian Head Resort – 9 

am to 5 pm.  Enjoy live music with Lottie from 4 – 8 pm. 
 

April 7, 2018 (Saturday) – Spring Carnival & Great White Weekend 

– This year our Spring Carnival and second Great White Weekend are 

happening at the same time.  Dress in your favorite decade and partake in 

the following activities: Cardboard Sled Race; Around the Mountain; 

Bikini Slalom; and Pond Skimming.  Enjoy live music at Last Chair Saloon 

with Safety Orange and the Wayne Hoskins Band from 4 – 8 pm. 
 

April 14, 2018 (Saturday) – Enjoy live music at Last Chair Saloon from 

4 – 8 pm.  
 

April 15, 2017 (Sunday) – Brian Head Ski Resort Closes for winter. 
 

May 4 - 6, 2018 (Friday - Sunday) – Come join us at the Fruita Fat Tire 

Festival in Fruita, CO.  
 

Check out Cedar Breaks National Monument website at www.nps.gov for 

more fun activities (i.e. guided snow-shoe walks and star parties). 

http://www.brianheadtown.utah.gov/
mailto:cajohnson@bhtown.utah.gov
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Brian Head Business Spotlight – Cedar 

Breaks Lodge 
(by Nicole Byl, Guest Service Representative) 

 

This month’s spotlight business is Cedar Breaks Lodge 

and Spa, located on Hunter Ridge Road in Brian Head. It 

was built in 1984 and was one of the first projects that had 

construction crews working 24/7 in the winter of 1983 in 

an effort to complete the project on schedule.  The original 

name was Brian Head Hotel which held the name until it 

was bought by the Sedona Company in 2009.  The Sedona 

Company changed the name to Cedar Breaks Lodge.  

Then, in 2013, Diamond Resort International bought out 

the Sedona group, but kept the name of Cedar Breaks 

Lodge & Spa. 
   
Arnold Needham is the Hotel’s General Manager.  He has 

been in this position since Dec 2014. Hotel services 

include a full service day spa, restaurant, game room, hot 

tubs/pool, gift shop, activity center, and morning lounge.  

Barbecue grills are available to the guests in the pavilion 

located in the quad area between all three Cedar Breaks 

Lodge buildings. 
 

When asked where he sees Brian Head Town in ten years, 

Arnold replied that he envisions a village core 

development happening in the middle of town by the 

Giant Steps ski base in which there will be shopping, 

restaurants and pedestrian walkways going thru the village 

core, along with an amphitheater - the next Vail, Colorado 

in his opinion. 
   
One of Cedar Breaks Lodge favorite Town events is the 

BBQ, Blues and Brews.  This is when people come and 

enjoy live music, activities for the whole family, and the 

best food and beer around.  During this amazing 

experience, barbecue teams from all over compete to win 

prizes, along with bragging rights.  We are glad to have 

Cedar Breaks Lodge in our town and look forward to the 

many years ahead. Come stay at Cedar Breaks Lodge year 

round – it’s a fun experience for the whole family.  

Cedar Breaks Lodge – in earlier days 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cedar Breaks Lodge on a nice spring day! 

Cedar Breaks Lodge Coffee Shop 


