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Quilted Machine
Mat & Caddy
A cushioned mat that's a platform for your machine 
plus a hanging 13-pocket caddy for your fave 
notions and tools.
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Within easy reach! This cushioned mat provides a platform 
for your machine with a hanging 13-pocket panel that 
keeps your favorite notions and tools right by your machine 
where you need them most. Work with five great accessory 
feet, add piping and binding, do a little straight line 
quilting. It all comes together into a fashionable, functional, 
use-it-now project! 

We recommend reading through all instructions prior to 
beginning your project. 

Links within the instructions will take you to the 
Sew4Home.com website for additional technique tutorials. If 
you are new to any of the techniques used, these full step-by-
step tutorials are helpful if reviewed in advance of the project. 

Sewing Tools You Need 
• Sewing Machine and standard presser foot; we used 

the Memory Craft 6700P
• Quarter Inch Seam foot
• Zipper foot
• Button sewing foot
• Walking Foot with Quilt Guide Bar; we used the 

built-in AcuFeed™ Flex fabric feeding system on the 
MC6700P

Fabric and Other Supplies 
NOTE: Our three main fabric selections are from the Love You 
collection by Sandy Gervais for Moda Fabrics:  Aqua Dots 
(short pockets and linings); Aqua XOX (main mat top and 
backing); Aqua Heart Tiles (tall pockets and thread catcher). In 
addition, we selected TWO solids from the Kona Cotton 
collection by Robert Kaufman Fabrics: Kona PDF Beached 
White (short center pocket and decorative stitching panels) 
and Kona Red (binding and piping). 

• ¾ yard of 44”+ wide feature fabric for short pockets and 
linings (Aqua Dots in our sample) 

• 1½ yards of 44”+ wide feature fabric for main mat top and 
backing (Aqua XOX in our sample) 

• ⅝ yard of 44”+ wide feature fabric for tall pockets and 
thread catcher (Aqua Heart Tiles in our sample) 

• ½ yard of 44”+ wide solid fabric for short center pocket 
and decorative stitching panels (PDF Bleached White in 
our sample) 

• ¾ yard of 44”+ wide solid fabric for binding and piping 
(Red in our sample) 

• ¾ yard of 45”+ fusible fleece; such as Pellon Thermolam 
Plus 

• ½ yard of 45”+ mid-weight fusible interfacing, such as 
Pellon Décor Bond 

• 2½ yards of ⅛” piping cord 

• ONE roll of tearaway stabilizer for decorative stitching.  

• TWO ⅝” - ¾” buttons 

• All purpose to match fabric 

• Matching all purpose thread and embroidery thread in 
two colors for decorative stitching (red and charcoal in 
our sample); two color-matched stands, one of each 
thread type, are used for all decorative stitching accents 

• See-through ruler 

• Fabric pen or pencil 

• Iron and ironing board 

• Scissors and/or rotary cutter and mat 

• Seam gauge 

• Seam ripper 

• Straight pins 

• Hand sewing needle 
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INSTRUCTIONS 
Quilted Machine Mat & Caddy with Decorative Stitching 

http://www.pellonprojects.com/products/tp971f-fusible-thermolam-plus/
http://www.pellonprojects.com/products/tp971f-fusible-thermolam-plus/
http://www.pellonprojects.com/products/809-decor-bond/


Getting Started 
NOTE: All cuts are shown as width x height. 

1. Print the TWO pattern pieces: Right Tall Pocket Pattern 
and Left Tall Pocket Pattern. Cut out the pattern pieces 
along the solid line. 

2. From the feature fabric for the main mat top and 
backing (Aqua XOX in our sample), cut TWO 30“ x 24” 
rectangles. 

3. From the feature fabric for the tall pockets and thread 
catcher (Aqua Heart Tiles in our sample), cut the 
following: 
ONE 22” x 6½” rectangle for the center tall pocket panel. 
Fussy cut so motif is straight along upper edge. 
ONE 13” x 8” rectangle for the thread catcher exterior. 
Fussy cut so motif is straight along upper edge. 
Using the pattern pieces, cut ONE Right Tall Pocket and 
one Left Tall Pocket. 

4. From the feature fabric for the short pockets and linings 
(Aqua Dots in our sample), cut the following: 
ONE 12½” x 4½” rectangle for the left short pocket 
ONE 8” x 4½” high rectangle for right short pocket 
ONE 25½” x 4½” rectangle for short pocket lining 
Using the pattern pieces, cut ONE Right Tall Pocket and 
one Left Tall Pocket. Remember, these are the LINING 
pieces. Flip over the paper patterns (wrong side up) to 
cut so the lining matches up correctly with the exterior. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ONE 22” x 6½” rectangle for center tall pocket lining 
ONE 13” x 8” rectangle for thread catcher lining 

5. From the solid fabric for short center pocket and 
decorative stitching panels (PDF Bleached White in our 
sample), cut the following: 
ONE 5” x 36” strip for the LEFT dec stitch base panel + 
thread catcher base panel  
ONE 5” x 26” strip for the RIGHT dec stitch base panel  
ONE 9” x 6” rectangle for short center pocket dec stitch 
base panel 
ONE 5½” x 3” rectangle for the buttonhole tab 

6. From the solid fabric for binding and piping (Red in our 
sample), cut the following: 
ONE 1½” x 34” strip, on the bias, for the tall pocket 
piping 
ONE 1½” x 26” strip, on the bias, for the short pocket 
piping 
ONE 1½” x 13” strip for the thread catcher piping 
From the remaining fabric, straight cut enough 2” wide 
strips to equal about 108” in length for the binding 

7. From the fusible fleece, cut ONE 30” x 24” rectangles.  

8. From the mid-weight fusible interfacing, cut the 
following:  
ONE 12” x 4” for the left short pocket exterior 
ONE 7” x 4” rectangle for the right short pocket exterior 
ONE 21” x 6” rectangle for the center tall pocket exterior 
TWO 2” x 23” strips for the right and left dec stitch base 
panels 
ONE 2” x 7” strip for the thread catcher dec stitch base 
panel 
ONE 6” x 4” rectangle for the short center pocket 
ONE 4½” x 1” strip for the buttonhole tab 
ONE 12” x 7” rectangle for the thread catcher 
Trim the Tall Pocket Pattern pieces along the dotted 
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seam allowance line, then use these trimmed patterns 
to cut ONE from each pattern. Make sure you are 
pinning on the the correct side of the fusible to insure it 
will match up to the wrong side of the exterior fabric 
panels.  

9. From the tearaway stabilizer, cut the following strips for 
the dec stitch base panels: ONE at 5” x 36”, ONE AT 5” x 
24”, and ONE at 9” x 6”. 

At Your Sewing Machine & Ironing Board 
FUSING

Collect all the Tall and Short pocket pieces, including the 
exterior thread catcher panel, and the coordinated pieces 
of mid-weight fusible interfacing.  

On the rectangular pieces (left and right short pocket 
exterior panels, center tall pocket exterior, and the thread 
catcher exterior), center the interfacing on the wrong side 
so the fabric is flush with interfacing along the bottom but 
there is ½” of fabric extending beyond the interfacing along 
the sides and top edges. Following manufacturer’s 
instructions, fuse in place. 

NOTE: The fusible will be added to the center short pocket 
panel after the decorative stitching is applied. 

On the Tall Pocket pattern pieces, the interfacing is placed 
on the wrong side of the exterior with ½” of fabric 
extending beyond the interfacing along the one side edge 
of each that will be seamed and the bottom edge of each 
piece. Following manufacturer’s instructions, fuse in place. 

Find one of the main mat panels and the panel of fusible 
fleece. Center the fleece on the wrong side of the fabric 
panel so the two layers are flush on all four sides. Following 
manufacturer’s instructions, fuse in place. 

DECORATIVE STITCHING PANELS

Find the three decorative stitch base panels: the two 
narrow strips for the main mat/thread catcher accents and 
the rectangle for the center short pocket panel. 

Apply the tearaway stabilizer to the back of the three fabric 
panels.  

Find the exact center of each long strip and, using a fabric 
pen or pencil, draw a vertical guideline at this point down 
the length of each strip.  
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Set up the machine for your first chosen decorative stitch. 
We started with the HEART decorative stitch (#147 on the 
MC6700P). Thread the machine with your first chosen color. 
We used white bobbin thread in the bobbin and a 
combination of two threads in the top: all-purpose and 
embroidery – in a matching red. This gave us a lovely 
dimension and depth and ran through the machine 
beautifully. We used our Satin Stitch foot. 

Stitch along the drawn center guideline on each strip.  

Re-set the machine for your second chosen decorative 
stitch: the LEAF decorative stitch (#146 on the MC6700P) on 
our sample. Thread the machine with your second chosen 
color. As above, we used white bobbin thread in the bobbin 
and a combination of two threads in the top: all-purpose 
and embroidery – in a matching charcoal gray. 

Using the edge of the presser foot as your guideline, stitch 
a parallel row to the right of the center row… 

… and a parallel row to the left of the center row.  

The rectangular panel that will become the center short 
pocket panel is created in the same manner, it simply has 
additional rows of stitching. We again stitched the red heart 
rows first: one at the center of the panel, one 1½” to the 
right of center and one 1½” to the left of center, drawing in 
guidelines in a fabric pen to follow. We then re-threaded 
and added two rows of gray leaves both to the left and the 
right of the center red heart row and an additional row at 
the outer right and the outer left of the outside red heart 
rows. As above, we used the hearts themselves and the 
edge of our presser foot as our guideline when stitching 
the leaves.  

When all the decorative stitching is complete, tear away the 
excess stabilizer. Press all the panels flat. 

All the white base panels with which you’re working are cut 
larger for the purpose of decorative stitching. Now, you’ll 
trim them down to size.  
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On the strips, from the center row of hearts measure 2” out 
to the left and trim, then measure 2” out to the right and 
trim, leaving you with a 4” wide strip. 

Trim the shorter strip to 24” in length. Sub-cut 9” from the 
longer strip, then trim an additional 1” from the end for the 
cleanest edge, giving you final 4” x 8” strip, which will be 
used for the thread catcher. Trim the remaining strip to 24”.  

Trim the center pocket panel to 6” wide x 4½” high, 
centering the decorative stitching side to side.  

Find the 6” x 4” panel of mid-weight interfacing and fuse it 
on the wrong side of the center pocket panel. It should sit 
½” down from the top raw edge, but will be flush along the 
other three sides. Following manufacturer’s instructions, 
fuse in place.  

On the two long and one short strips, collect a matching 
interfacing strip for each.  

Press back the long sides of each 1” so the raw edges meet 
at the middle back of the strip. Open up the strip, wrong 
side up, and place the interfacing strip down the center. It 
should fit exactly between the folds and there should be ½” 
of fabric extending beyond the interfacing strip top and 
bottom. Following manufacturer’s instructions, fuse in 
place.  

Re-fold the long sides into position and press well.  
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QUILT THE MAIN MAT PANEL, THEN PLACE AND 
STITCH ACCENT BANDS

Find the main mat panel to which you fused the fleece and 
the plain mat panel. Place these two panels wrong sides 
together, sandwiching the fleece between the layers.  

Pin baste the two layers together.  

Find the exact center on one side. Using a fabric pen or 
pencil, draw a vertical guideline down the center.  

Re-thread the machine with thread to best match the main 
mat fabric in the top and bobbin. Re-set for a slightly 
lengthened straight stitch. We engaged the AcuFeed™ Flex 
fabric feeding system and inserted the Quilting Guide Bar.  

Stitch along the center guide line through both layers.  

Using the Quilt Guide Bar set at 1”, stitch additional lines of 
quilting from the center line out at to the left, then return 
to center and stitch additional lines of quilting from the 
center line out to the right. All lines are 1” apart. 

Find the two 24” finished accent strips. Place one along the 
outer edge of the quilted main mat panel. Align the outer 
edge of each accent strip with the first line of quilting at 
each side edge. Pin in place. 
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Re-thread the machine with thread to best match the 
accent strip fabric in the top and to best match the mat 
fabric in the bobbin. Keep the slightly lengthened stitch. 
We switched to the Edge Guide foot for the most precise 
edgestitching. Stitch along both sides of both strips 
through all the layers.  

Set aside the main mat.  

PREPARE THE PIPING

Find the three 1½” bias strips of piping fabric (the red in our 
sample) and the three matching lengths of piping cord.  

Center the piping cord on the wrong side of each strip.  

Re-thread the machine with thread to best match the 
piping fabric in the top and bobbin. Keep the lengthened 
stitch. Attach a Zipper foot.  

Wrap the fabric strip around the piping cord, right side out. 
Keeping the raw edges of the fabric flush, stitch through 
the layers, running your seam as close as possible to the 
cording.  

Repeat to create all three lengths of piping.  

NOTE: If you are brand new to working with piping, check out 
the Sew4Home step-by-step piping tutorial.  

PREPARE THE SHORT POCKET PANEL

Find the decorative stitched center short pocket panel and 
the left and right short pocket panels, both of which should 
already have their interfacing fused in place.  
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Place each pocket panel right sides together with the 
center panel. Pin in place. 

Using a ½” seam allowance, stitch each short seam. 

Press each seam allowance open and flat. Press the 
assembled pocket panel. 

Find the 26” length of piping. Pin it along the top edge of 
the assembled pocket panel. The raw edges of the piping 
should be flush with the top raw edge of the fabric panel. 
Pin in place. 

At each end, use your seam ripper to open up the piping. 
Cut back the cord about ½” on each end.  

Re-pin the piping. These “flattened” ends will allow the 
piping to better sit in the side seams of the pocket panel.  
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Baste the piping in place. We switched back to our Satin 
Stitch foot so the basting seam was farther away from the 
cording so it would be hidden in the final seam, but you 
could also continue using a Zipper foot.  

Find the short pocket lining panel. Place it right sides 
together with the assembled pocket exterior panel so the 
raw edges of both pieces are flush. Pin in place along the 
top edge only. Attach a Zipper foot. Re-thread with thread 
to best match the fabric in the top and bobbin. Re-set for a 
standard straight stitch. Stitch along the top edge only, 
through all the layers, running the seam as close as possible 
to the cording.  

Bring the lining up and around to the back so the two 
layers are now wrong sides together. Press well.  

PREPARE THE TALL POCKET PANEL

Find the three pieces that make up the tall pocket lining. 
Pin the left and right pattern-cut pieces to either side of the 
center panel.  
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Re-thread the machine with thread to best match the fabric 
in the top and bobbin. Attach a standard presser foot. 

Using a ½” seam allowance, stitch each short seam. Press 
the seam allowances open and flat, then press the entire 
lining panel flat.  

Find the main tall center pocket panel and just the LEFT 
pattern-cut exterior side panel. Pin the left panel to the 
center panel.  

Using a ½” seam allowance, stitch the one short seam. Press 
the seam allowance open and flat, then press the entire 
lining panel flat. 

ASSEMBLE THE TALL POCKET PANEL WITH THE 
SHORT POCKET PANEL & ADD THE TALL 
POCKET PIPING

Place the left/center tall pocket panel right side up and flat 
on your work surface.  

Place the short pocket panel, also right side up, on top of 
the tall pocket panel, aligning the side and bottom edges. 

Find the RIGHT pattern-cut exterior side panel. Place it right 
sides together with the layered tall and short pocket 
panels. Pin in place. 

Copyright ©2017-2018 Sew4Home LLC. All Rights Reserved.   of  10 22



Using a ½” seam allowance, stitch the one short seam. Press 
the seam allowance open and flat. 

Press the entire tall/short pocket panel flat. 

Find the 34” length of piping. As you did for the short 
pocket, pin the piping in place along the top edge of the 
tall pocket.  

Cut back the cording from the ends – also as you did on the 
short pocket panel.  

Re-thread with thread to best match the piping in the top 
and bobbin. Baste the piping in place. We again switched 
back to our Satin Stitch foot so the basting seam was 
farther away from the cording so as to be hidden in the 
final seam, but you could also continue using a Zipper foot. 
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Find the tall pocket lining panel. Place it right sides 
together with the assembled pocket exterior so the raw 
edges of both pieces are flush. Pin in place along the top 
edge only.  

Attach a Zipper foot. Re-thread with thread to best match 
the fabric in the top and bobbin. Re-set for a standard 
straight stitch. Stitch along the top edge only, through all 
the layers, running the seam as close as possible to the 
cording.  

Generously clip the curves at each end.  

Bring the lining up and then around to the back so the two 
layers are now wrong sides together. Press well. 

DRAW IN THE POCKET DIVISION LINES
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Using our suggested divisions or creating your own to best 
match your tools, draw in all the pocket division lines (see 
illustration above). 

Pin horizontally across all the drawn lines. 

If necessary, re-thread with thread to best match the fabric 
in the top and bobbin. Re-set for a slightly lengthened 
stitch. Attach a standard presser foot.  

With the tall and short pocket panels layered, we stitched 
the ONE division line that goes through JUST the pockets 
(noted on the drawing above with the red asterisk), 
creating the larger top pocket above two smaller lower 
pockets. 

Set aside the pocket panel. 

CREATE THE THREAD CATCHER

Find the exterior thread catcher panel, which should have 
its interfacing already fused in place, and the remaining 
short decorative stitch accent band. Place the accent band 
at the vertical center of the thread catcher panel and pin in 
place.  

Re-thread the machine with thread to best match the 
accent strip in the top and bobbin. Keep the slightly 
lengthened stitch. We switched to the Edge Guide foot. 
Edgestitch along each long side of the accent band. 
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Fold back the top raw edge ½”. 

Pin the panel right sides together along the 8” sides, 
unfolding that top ½” fold-back just enough to allow the 
seam to go all the way from bottom to top. 

Using a ½” seam allowance, stitch the 8” seam. Press the 
seam allowance open and flat.  

Roll the seam around to the center back and pin along the 
bottom raw edges. 

Using a ½” seam allowance, stitch across the bottom edge.  

At each corner, gently pull apart the layers to form a peak 
with the bottom seam down the center.  

To form the 1” box corner, slide your ruler down from the 
point of the peak until you reach 1” in width. Draw a 
horizontal line at this measurement.  

Copyright ©2017-2018 Sew4Home LLC. All Rights Reserved.   of  14 22



Double stitch along the drawn line. 

Repeat to create a matching box in the opposite corner, 
then turn the exterior box right side out.  

NOTE: If you are brand new to boxed corners, Sew4Home has 
a full step-by-step tutorial, showing two different methods.  

Find the thread catcher lining panel and the 13” length of 
piping. Pin the piping along the top raw edge of the lining 
panel.  

As above with the other piping applications, open up the 
fabric and cut back the ends of the piping cord ½”.  

Re-thread the machine with thread to best match the 
piping in the top and bobbin. Attach a Zipper foot. Re-set 
for a lengthened straight stitch and baste the piping in 
place. 
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Pin the panel right sides together along the 8” sides. 

Re-thread the machine with thread to best match the fabric 
in the top and bobbin. Attach a standard presser foot. Re-
set for a standard straight stitch. Using a ½” seam 
allowance, stitch the one seam. 

Just as you did with the exterior box, roll the seam around 
to the center back and pin along the bottom raw edges. 

Using a ½” seam allowance, stitch across the bottom edge. 

Make two box corners in the lining in the same manner as 
for the exterior.  

Find the small buttonhole tab panel and its interfacing 
piece. Center the interfacing along the horizontal center of 
the tab panel. Following manufacturer’s instructions fuse in 
place.  
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Re-thread the machine with thread to best match the tab 
fabric in the top and bobbin.  

Fold the tab horizontally, right sides together, and stitch 
across each end with a ½” seam allowance.  

Press open the seam allowance, clip the corners, and grade 
the seam.  

Mark for two horizontal buttonholes. Each should sit ½” 
down from the top and ½” in from each end.  

Set up the machine for an automatic buttonhole to match 
the size of your buttons. Stitch the two buttonholes.  
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Find and mark the center of the tab. 

Align the center of the tab with the back seam of the 
exterior thread catcher. 

Pin the buttonhole tab right sides together along the top of 
the exterior thread catcher, unfolding the top edge of the 
thread catcher and keeping the raw edges flush.  

Re-attach a standard presser foot and re-set for a standard 
straight stitch.  

Using a ¼” seam allowance, stitch across the buttonhole tab 
through all the layers. 

Flip up the buttonhole tab into position and re-fold the top 
raw edge of the exterior thread catcher back down ½” all 
around. Open up the buttonholes with your seam ripper.  

Find the lining box, which should still be wrong side out. 
Slip it inside the exterior box so the two layers are now 
wrong sides together. Push the lining down so the boxed 
bottoms align.  

Align the lining and the exterior so the piping of the lining 
sits evenly just above the top folded edge of the exterior all 
around. Pin in place.  

Re-thread the machine with thread to best match the fabric 
in the top and bobbin. Re-set for a slightly lengthened 
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stitch. Attach a Zipper foot. Topstitch all around the top of 
the box, staying just below the piping.  

Find the pocket panel. Place it right side up and flat on your 
work surface. Place the thread catcher against the tall right 
pocket, aligning the piping on the thread catcher with the 
piping on the short pocket panel. With the thread catcher 
centered against the pocket panel, mark the position for 
the two buttons.  

Use a fabric pen to ensure the button position is clearly 
visible.  

Re-thread the machine with thread to best match the 
buttons. Attach the Button Sewing foot. Set up the 
machine for button sewing. Stitch each button in place.  

ASSEMBLE THE POCKET PANEL TO THE MAIN 
MAT PANEL, CREATE THE POCKET DIVISIONS, 
AND BIND

Find the main mat panel. Place it right side up and flat on 
your work surface.  

Find the finished pocket panel. Place it right side up on the 
main panel, aligning the bottom and side raw edges of 
both layers.  

Pin in place along the side edges. Your pocket division lines 
should still be visible with their horizontal pins in place.  
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Re-thread the machine with thread to best match the 
pocket panel in the top and to best match the main mat 
fabric in the bobbin. Attach a standard presser foot. Re-set 
for a slightly lengthened straight stitch.  

Stitch along each drawn line through all the layers.  

Remember, you will be stitching across the short pocket 
and all the way up across the tall pocket, stopping and 
locking each seam just below the piping of the tall pocket.  

Assemble the 2” binding strips into one long length.  

Fold the long binding strip in half, wrong sides together, so 
it is now 1” wide.  

Starting along the center bottom edge of the mat, pin the 
binding to the front of the mat, aligning the raw edges of 
the binding with the raw edges of the mat. 
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Re-thread the machine with thread to best match the 
binding in the top and bobbin. Attach a Quarter Inch Seam 
foot. Re-set for a standard straight stitch.  

Using a ¼” seam allowance, stitch the binding in place.  

Stop at each corner and fold to create a miter. 

When you get back to where you started, trim away the 
excess binding and finish the ends using your favorite 
method. We pulled the binding away from the mat, pinned, 
stitched a short diagonal seam, then replaced the binding 
against the mat. 

Re-fold the binding flat and finish the end of the ¼” seam.  

Bring the binding up and around to the back of the mat 
and pin or clip in place all around, keeping that nice miter 
at each corner.  
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Thread a hand sewing needle with thread to best match 
the binding and hand stitch the binding in place.  

NOTE: This was our chosen binding method. There are several 
other options for both finishing the ends of the the binding as 
well as stitching the back edge in place. Use your favorite 
method, or review the Sew4Home tutorial on figuring and 
finishing binding for more help. 
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