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Avoiding Curve Distortion During 
Machine Stitching

These ins t ruc t ions  re fe r  to  a  5 /8 ”  seam a l l owance  and  an  ou ts ide  
curve .  The  p r inc ip les  a l so  app ly  to  any w id th  seam a l l owance  as  we l l  
as  ins ide  curves .
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Th is  i s  a  co l l a r  pa t te rn  wi th  s t ra igh t  edges  lead ing  up  to  the  co l l a r  
t i p  cu rve .  The  s t ra igh t  edge  i s  p roper l y a l i gned  wi th  the  5 /8 ”  l ine  on  
the  th roa t  p la te  i n  th i s  p ic tu re .  Th is  is  where  most  peop le  beg in  
curv ing  the i r  s t i t ch ing  to  keep  the  curve  a l igned  wi th  the  5 /8 ”  th roa t  
p la te  mark  a t  the  FRONT edge,  we l l  be fo re  the  need le  ac tua l l y fo rms  
the  s t i t ch .  Th is  i s  no t  the  t ime to  beg in  curv ing .

5/8” Throat Plate Marking

Most people begin 
curving here. Don’t do it 
yet!
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Cont inue  s t i t ch ing  in  a  s t ra igh t  l i ne  un t i l  t he  beg inn ing  o f  the  curv e  
a l igns  wi th  the  need le .  No t i ce  tha t  the  curv ed  edge  is  no  longer  
a l igned  wi th  the  5 /8 ”  mark  on  the  f ron t  o f  t he  t h roa t  p la te .  Th is  i s  
exac t ly  what  i t  shou ld  look  l i ke  because  the  cu rve  s t i l l  hasn ’ t  
reached  the  need le  where  the  s t i t ches  a re  fo rmed.

Curve is no longer aligned 
with the 5/8” throat plate 
marking. This is correct.

The needle is still forming 
stitches along the straight 
edge. Don’t curve yet!



4

Beg in  curv ing  the  fabr i c  when the  f i r s t  par t  o f  the  curve  i s  ev en  wi th  
the  need le .  Con t inue  curv ing  wh i le  ma in ta in ing  the  seam a l l owance  
EVEN WITH THE NEEDLE.  Not i ce  how fa r  away the  res t  o f  the  curve  
i s  f rom the  5 /8 ”  mark  on  the  f ron t  o f  the  th roa t  p la te .  Th is  i s  co r rec t  
pos i t i on ing .

The beginning of the 
curve is now aligned with 
the needle. THIS is where 
you should begin curving 
the fabric to maintain your 
seam allowance AT THE 
NEEDLE.

5/8” Mark at front of throat plate
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Cont inue  s t i t ch ing  a round  the  curv e ,  ma in ta in ing  the  seam a l l owance  
EVEN WITH THE NEEDLE un t i l  the  nex t  s t ra igh t  edge  a l i gns  w i th  the  
5 /8 ”  mark  a t  the  FRONT o f  the  th roa t  p la te .  (Sor ry,  I  d idn ’ t  ge t  a  
p i c tu re  o f  th i s . )  S t i t ch  s t ra igh t  a long  the  s t ra igh t  edge  un t i l  the  nex t  
cu rve ,  ( in  the  case  o f  a  co l l a r ) .  Then  repea t  these  ins t ruc t ions  fo r  
s t i t ch ing  any rema in ing  curves .

Continue curving AT THE 
NEEDLE until the next 
straight edge is aligned 
with the 5/8” mark on the 
front of the throat plate.

Next straight edge will eventually align at the 5/8” mark at front 
of throat plate. That’s when you stop curving and begin sewing 
straight again.


