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Grade Seam Allowances
with Pinking Shears

Garment  makers  know tha t  g rad ing  seam a l lowances  reduces  bu lk  
and  he lps  p reven t  a  seam al lowance impress ion f rom showing  
th rough  on  the  r igh t  s ide .  Grad ing  means  t r imming  mu l t i p le  seam 
a l lowances  to  d i f fe ren t  wid ths  a f te r  s t i t ch ing .  The  seam a l l owance  
fac ing  the  ins ide  o f  the  garment ,  o r  an  under  co l la r,  i s  t r immed the  
nar rowes t .

Tr imming  seam a l l owances  wi th  p ink ing  shears  c rea tes  an  even  
so f te r  edge  tha t  fu r t her  reduces  the  r isk  o f  seam a l l owances  showing  
on  the  r i gh t  s ide .

The  p inked  edge  i sn ’ t  used  so  much  to  reduce  f raying  as  i t  i s  to  
so f ten  the  cu t  edge .  There fo re ,  th i s  t echn ique  may be  used  on  bo th  
wovens and kn i ts .  
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The fac ing seam al lowance is be ing t r immed to the nar rowes t wid th
wi th p ink ing shears in th i s p ic tu re .
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Bo th  seam a l lowances  have  been  t r immed wi th  p ink ing  shears .  The  
fac ing  seam a l l owance  i s  cu t  t he  nar rowes t ,  (g ray f abr i c  in  t h is  
p i c tu re ) .  The  garment  fabr ic  seam a l lowance  i s  l e f t  s l i gh t l y w ider,  
( red  fabr ic  undernea th ) .  No tches  have  a l so  been  cu t  f rom the  curve  
to  reduce  bu lk .  Th is  i s  an  example  o f  p ink ing  even  a  kn i t  fab r i c  tha t  
won ’ t  f ray.  The  so f t ,  p inked ,  edges  w i l l  v i r tua l ly  d i sappear  under  t he  
garment  fabr ic  when  tu rned  r i gh t  s ide  ou t .


