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November 2, 2015

The Edwards County Board of Commissioners met with Mica Schnoebelen, Billy Brokar and LaVerne W etzel

present.  Gina Schuette, County Clerk, was also in attendance. 

Chairman Schnoebelen called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.

Mr. W etzel moved to approve the October 19, 2015 minutes as presented.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion

and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. Brokar moved to enter into executive session at 8:35 AM for 5 minutes for non-elected personnel to review

payroll reports and to reconvene at 8:40 AM.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

The Board reconvened at 8:40 AM with no action being taken.

Vouchers were approved and warrants were signed for the following:

County General $39,377.24

Road & Bridge $17,026.41

Noxious W eed $1,379.45

Employee Benefits $68,155.79

County Health $5,508.72

Economic Development $3,926.52

Edwards Co 911 $133.55

Motor Vehicle Special $12.82

Total Voucher & Warrants: $135,520.50

The Board reviewed the proposed Commissioner’s 2016 Meeting Schedule.  A discussion followed and Mr.

W etzel made a motion to approve the 2016 Meeting Schedule as presented.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion

and it passed with all in favor.

Richard Neilson, County W orks Director, joined the meeting.

At 8:45 AM, the Board recessed to view the courthouse new sewer system work area and observe the job

performance of the cleaning service.

At 9:05 AM, the Board reconvened.

Mr. Neilson gave a work in progress report.

The Board requested Mr. Neilson to obtain an estimate from Eslinger Construction to make some changes

to the outside steps of the courthouse.

In regards to the May 2015 flooding, Mr. Neilson reported that he and some of the township officers met with

the FEMA representative and signed up for funding assistance to repair the roads.  Mr. Neilson added that

FEMA is going to pay for 75% of the cost to install a culvert north of Offerle on 20  Avenue.  The state will payth

10% and county will be responsible for 15% which will be $3,562.00.
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A discussion followed and Mr. W etzel made a motion to proceed with the culvert project on 20  Avenue northth

of Offerle.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. Neilson reported that the 1996 John Deere excavator is in need of new bushings and pins.  A discussion

followed and the Board requested Mr. Neilson to hold off on the repairs until they can view the excavator.  The

Board requested Mr. Neilson to proceed with shopping for a new bucket for the excavator for a purchase price

of no more than $1,000.00.

Mr. Neilson reported that he was unable to purchase an equipment trailer on Purple W ave for $12,000.00 or

less.  The Board gave Mr. Neilson permission to keep shopping for an equipment trailer.

Mr. Neilson left the meeting.

Steve Prasko, Advantage Computer Vice President, Sheriff Bryant Kurth and Undersheriff Bobby Blackwell

joined the meeting.  Mr. Prasko introduced himself to the Board and advised that Advantage has been in

business for 30 years and has been in the phone business for 10 years.  Mr. Prasko has been with the

company for 20 years and there are 33 employees that work for Advantage.  Mr. Brokar inquired about the

financial status of the company and Mr. Prasko confirmed that Advantage does not have any debt.

A discussion followed regarding replacing the phone system in the sheriff’s department.  Due to the mandated

update of the 911 Emergency System, this update will require new switching and possibly a new phone

system.  Further discussion followed regarding updating the courthouse phone system which is almost 20

years old.

Ms. Schuette confirmed that the county’s phone service is currently on a Plexar System with AT&T and the

Plexar contract runs through 2017.  Mr. Prasko advised that the county’s charges per line on the Plexar

System are very reasonable at this time.  Mr. Prasko added that the county should be prepared for gradual

price increases on the Plexar System as AT&T is phasing out the Plexar System as there are no longer

trained personnel to service the Plexar equipment.  Mr. Prasko stated that he has knowledge of this as it has

happened to other counties that were on the Plexar System.

At the Board’s requested Mr. Prasko agreed to put together a bid to replace the phones and phone system

in the sheriff’s department and then another bid to replace the courthouse phones and phone system.

Mr. Prasko, Sheriff Kurth and Undersheriff Blackwell left the meeting.

Mark Frame, County Attorney, joined the meeting.

Mr. Frame advised that he has been in the process of interviewing and trying to hire a legal secretary.  Mr.

Frame inquired about the possibility of making his secretary a county employee so that more attractive

benefits could be offered.  Mr. Frame added that he contacted other counties and some do allow the secretary

position to be a county position and others do not.  

A discussion followed and the Board advised that due to health insurance guidelines, they would rather not

add anymore full time employees.  As another option, Mr. Schnoebelen suggested allowing more funding in

the county attorney’s secretarial allowance so they he can provide the additional benefits.  The Board also

suggested contacting the City of Kinsley to see if there would be a possibility of making his secretary a city

employee.

Mr. Frame agreed to check into the other suggested options and discuss with the Board at another time.

Mr. Frame left the meeting.

W ith no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 11:35 AM.
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APPROVED AS PRESENTED BY ORDER OF

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

NOVEMBER 30, 2015  EDW ARDS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

____________________________________

Mica Schnoebelen, Chairman

____________________________________

ATTEST: LaVerne W etzel

____________________________________ ____________________________________

Gina L. Schuette, County Clerk Billy L. Brokar                
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