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October 5, 2015

The Edwards County Board of Commissioners met with Mica Schnoebelen, Billy Brokar and LaVerne W etzel

present.  Gina Schuette, County Clerk, was also in attendance. 

Chairman Schnoebelen called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.

Mr. Brokar moved to approve the September 21, 2015 minutes as presented.  Mr. W etzel seconded the

motion and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. W etzel moved to enter into executive session at 8:32 AM for 10 minutes for non-elected personnel to

review payroll reports and to reconvene at 8:42 AM.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all

in favor.

The Board reconvened at 8:42 AM.  Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve the employee status change forms

for Jeremy Jarvis and Timothy Starkes in the Sheriff’s Department.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it

passed with all in favor.

Vouchers were approved and warrants were signed for the following:

County General $36,429.67

Road & Bridge $17,713.89

Noxious W eed $1,397.82

Employee Benefits $69,444.76

County Health $8,450.55

Economic Development $3,926.52

Emergency Preparedness Grants $63.06

Edwards Co 911 $114.43

Motor Vehicle Special $26.41

Total Voucher & Warrants: $137,567.11

Richard Neilson, County W orks Director, joined the meeting.

Mr. Neilson gave a work in progress report which includes dragging and hand patching roads.

Mr. Neilson reported that Stewarts may start on the courthouse sewer project on Monday, October 12, 2015

as the courthouse will be closed in observance of the Columbus Day Holiday.

Mr. W etzel moved to enter into executive session at 9:20 AM for 10 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel

and to reconvene at 9:30 AM.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

The Board reconvened at 9:30 AM with no action being taken.

Tom Haynes, Noxious W eed Director, joined the meeting.

A discussion followed regarding the enforcement of the county’s prairie dog resolution.  Mr. Haynes advised
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that he has been contacted by some landowners regarding another landowner that is not eradicating the

prairie dogs on their land, therefore they are spreading to the fields of other landowners.  Mr. Haynes agreed

to contact the landowner about the prairie dog situation and recommend eradication by the landowner.

Mr. Haynes reported that he is currently spraying for bindweed throughout the county.

Mr. Haynes advised that he is very interested in the Sheriff Department’s 2008 Ford F150 pickup for the

Noxious W eed Department which will be available to transfer as they Sheriff’s Department has received their

replacement vehicle, a 2016 Chevrolet Tahoe.  

A discussion followed and Mr. W etzel made a motion to transfer the 2008 Ford F150 pickup from the Sheriff’s

Department to the Noxious W eed Department.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. Haynes and Mr. Neilson left the meeting.

Linette Miller, Economic Development Director, joined the meeting.

For the record, J.R. Thiel did not appear for his scheduled appointment with the Board.  A discussion followed

and the Board requested Ms. Miller to contact Mark Frame, County Attorney, to start the process of foreclosing

on The Lewis Press, for nonpayment of his micro-loan.

Ms. Miller left the meeting.

At 10:15 AM, the Board recessed to do a walk through of the courthouse and observe the job performance

of the cleaning service.

At 10:30 AM, the Board reconvened.

Jim Hansel, new Edwards County Hospital CEO, and Michael Pracheil, Edwards County Hospital CFO, joined

the meeting.

Mr. Hansel introduced himself to the Board and gave a summary of his goals and what he would like to

accomplish along with becoming very involved in the community.

Mr. Pracheil presented financial reports for June through August 2015 along with copies of the hospital’s audit

report dated December 31, 2014 and 2013.

Mr. Pracheil explained that the Life Care Unit’s census has been around 8 and they would like to have it be

around 9 or more.  The EMT class is going very well and they should be tested in November 2015.

A discussion followed regarding the hospital obtaining insurance coverage on the ambulances as the county’s

insurance pool, KCAMP, no longer wants to provide coverage on vehicles that are operated by individuals that

are not county employees.  Mr. Pracheil agreed to check into the hospital providing this coverage and report

back to the Board.  

Mr. Hansel and Mr. Pracheil left the meeting.

Larry Sharp, KCAMP Service Representative, joined the meeting.

Mr. Sharp advised that Tom Job, KCAMP Administrator, has retired and David Luke is the new KCAMP

Administrator.  Mr. Sharp reported that they added four new counties to the insurance pool and Edwards

County is a charter member of the pool.  Mr. Sharp added that KCAMP provides coverage for floods and

earthquakes which is not usually covered by the standard insurance policies.
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Mr. Sharp reviewed with the Board the history of the county’s insurance and claims information and advised

that the annual premiums are based on a five year average of claims and the size of the county.  Mr. Sharp

reported that Edwards County did not qualify for the Rate Stabilization Program this year due to the losses

sustained in 2011.

Mr. Sharp reviewed with the Board KCAMP’s $2,000.00 Risk Grant Program.

A discussion followed regarding KCAMP’s request for the hospital to provide insurance coverage on the

ambulances.

Mr. Sharp left the meeting.

Sheriff Bryant Kurth joined the meeting.

The Board advised Sheriff Kurth that they decided to transfer the 2008 Ford F150 pickup from the Sheriff’s

Department to the Noxious W eed Department.  Mr. Schnoebelen added that the pickup would most likely not

bring that much on Purple W ave and it would be worth more for the county to retain the pickup.  

Sheriff Kurth advised that AT&T installed fiber optic lines for the new 911 equipment.  Sheriff Kurth added that

it is time to replace the phones in the Sheriff’s Department with new administrative phones.  A discussion

followed regarding replacement of the courthouse telephone system in addition to the satellite offices.

Sheriff Kurth agreed to contact AT&T and request them to provide a quote to replace the current courthouse

phone system along with the satellite offices.

Sheriff Kurth left the meeting.

W ith no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 12:00 PM.

APPROVED AS PRESENTED BY ORDER OF

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

OCTOBER 13, 2015  EDW ARDS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

____________________________________

Mica Schnoebelen, Chairman

____________________________________

ATTEST: LaVerne W etzel

____________________________________ ____________________________________

Gina L. Schuette, County Clerk Billy L. Brokar                
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