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July 28, 2014

The Edwards County Board of Commissioners met with Mica Schnoebelen, Billy Brokar and LaVerne W etzel

present.  Gina Schuette, County Clerk, was also in attendance. 

Chairman Schnoebelen called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.

Mr. W etzel moved to approve the June 30, 2014 minutes as presented.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and

it passed with all in favor.

Mr. Brokar moved to enter into executive session at 8:35 AM for 5 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel

and to review payroll reports and to reconvene at 8:40 AM.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it passed

with all in favor.

The Board reconvened at 8:40 AM with no action being taken.

Vouchers were approved and warrants were signed for the following:

County General $37,916.52

Road & Bridge $18,616.52

Noxious W eed $1,312.66

Employee Benefits $59,253.45

County Health $7,497.11

Economic Development $3,403.67

Equipment Reserve $1,388.00

Edwards Co 911 $784.40

Motor Vehicle Special $12.52

Total Voucher & Warrants: $130,184.85

  

The Board reviewed correspondence.

At the request of the Board, at 8:45 AM, Cheryl Proffitt, Register of Deeds, joined the meeting.

Ms. Proffitt presented an estimate from Mid-Continent Micrographics, Inc. in the amount of $18,111.60 to

micro-film and digital copy Mortgage Record Books and 2 sets of Range Records.  Ms. Proffitt added that as

of December 31, 2013, there is a balance of $31,931.37 in the Deeds Technology Fund.

A discussion followed and Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve the estimate from Mid-Continent

Micrographics, Inc. in the amount of $18,111.60 as presented to be paid out of the Deeds Technology Fund.

Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Ms. Proffitt left the meeting.

Richard Neilson, County W orks Director, joined the meeting.

Mr. Neilson gave a work in progress report.
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In regards to Road #3 / 20  Avenue, Mr. Neilson reported that a farmer accidently plowed approximately 290th

feet of the blacktop road.  The farmer has agreed to pay for the repairs to the road out of their own pocket.

A discussion followed and the Board requested Mr. Neilson to charge the farmer for the material and labor

to repair the road.

Mr. Neilson presented a cost summary in the amount of $25,577.34 for the new communication tower located

in Lincoln Township.  A discussion followed and the Board requested that the expenses be paid out of the

following funds: Edwards County 911 = $18,906.27; Capital Improvement / Courthouse = $5,497.82.  The

tower monthly electric bill will be paid of the Edwards County 911 fund also.  The radio programming will be

paid by the individual entities.

Mr. Neilson reported that the new compactors at the transfer station are in, but there will need to be some re-

wiring done before they are installed.

Mr. Neilson left the meeting.

Diana Rice, Health Department Administrator, joined the meeting.

Ms. Rice presented a summary of the 2015 grants awarded to the health department.

Ms. Rice reported that it is time to replace the phones at the health department as 2 of the phones no longer

work at all.  Ms. Rice presented a quote in the amount of $3,814.08 from Nex-Tech to replace and install 6

new phones at the health department.  

A discussion followed and Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve the quote in the amount of $3,814.08 from

Nex-Tech as presented.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. Brokar moved to enter into executive session at 9:50 AM for 10 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel

and to reconvene at 10:00 AM.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

The Board reconvened at 10:00 AM with no action being taken.

Ms. Rice left the meeting.

Bob W etmore, Great Plains Development Co-Director, joined the meeting.

Mr. W etmore reviewed with the Board the services that Great Plains Development, Inc. (GPDI) provides which

includes the StartUp Kansas program which provides funds for business start-ups and business retention.

Other programs include Community Development Block Grants and CDBG-ED Loans.  Mr. W etmore added

that they recently assisted Lewis in obtaining a loan to purchase a fire truck and they are currently assisting

the City of Offerle with a grant.

Mr. W etmore presented a membership invoice from Great Plains Development, Inc. for an annual amount

of $750.00.  A discussion followed and the Board tabled the membership request for further discussion.

Mr. W etmore left the meeting.

Rhonda Fernandez, Professional Insurance Consultants (PIC), joined the meeting.

Ms. Fernandez presented nine months health and dental utilization reports for the county’s health insurance

plan with Benefit Management, Inc. (BMI) for the policy period of October 1, 2013 through September 30,

2014 along with a BMI renewal projection for October 1, 2014.  In regards to claims, Ms. Fernandez advised

that the county is having a rough year with the health insurance claims at 92.8% and dental claims at 91.6%.

Ms. Fernandez added that the stop loss renewal premium will increase due to an increased number of
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individuals hitting the stop loss amount. 

Ms. Fernandez strongly recommended that the county budget for a 12% maximum increase on the October

1, 2014 health insurance renewal.  A discussion followed regarding the State’s Health Insurance Plan.  Ms.

Fernandez offered to quote the county’s health insurance through the State Plan and see how it compares

to the plan with Benefit Management, Inc.  

Ms. Fernandez left the meeting.

Sheriff Bryant Kurth joined the meeting.

Sheriff Kurth presented the following bids for a new Recorder and related equipment:

Voice Products, Inc. $16,983.00

Quality Recording Solutions. LLC $19,623.00

Grabar Voice & Data, Inc. $20,534.00

A discussion followed and Mr. Brokar made a motion to accept the bid from Voice Products, Inc. in the amount

of $16,983.00 to be paid out of the Edwards County 911 Fund.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it passed

with all in favor.

Sheriff Kurth left the meeting.

Linette Miller, Economic Development Director, joined the meeting.

Ms. Miller presented a work summary for June 2014 and reported that the June  2014 unemployment rate for

the county was 2.8% and the State of Kansas was 4.9%. 

J.R, and Angie Thiel, owners of The Lewis Press, joined the meeting.

Ms. Miller advised that Mr. Thiel currently has micro-loans through the County and the Start-Up Kansas

program.  The original agreement is that the loans will paid off in 5 years and Mr. Thiel has been paying on

the loans for the last 2 years.  

Mr. Thiel stated that he has had some health issues and other circumstances have caused him to fall behind

on his payments.  Mr. Thiel wanted to know if the Board would consider lowering his payments and extending

the length of time to pay off the loans.

A discussion followed and the Board requested that Mr. Thiel become current on his property taxes to fulfill

that provision of the loan agreement.  Mr. Thiel responded that the taxes would be paid by the end of this

week.  After the taxes are paid, the Board requested that Mr. Thiel meet with them again at their next meeting

on August 11, 2014 for further discussion of Mr. Thiel’s request to change the loan terms.

Mr. and Mrs. Thiel and Ms. Miller left the meeting.

A group of contractors from Venable’s Pipeline Construction joined the meeting.

Mr. Neilson rejoined the meeting.  

Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve the application for temporary or permanent construction on, under or

above county right-of-way for Venable’s Pipeline Construction for existing pipeline repair on Section 34-26-17

in Edwards County, Kansas.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

The group from Venable’s Pipeline Construction and Mr. Neilson left the meeting.



280

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 12:05 PM.

APPROVED AS AMENDED BY ORDER OF

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

AUGUST 11, 2014    EDW ARDS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

____________________________________

Mica Schnoebelen, Chairman

____________________________________

ATTEST: LaVerne W etzel

____________________________________ ____________________________________

Gina L. Schuette, County Clerk Billy L. Brokar                  
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