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July 14, 2014

The Edwards County Board of Commissioners met with Mica Schnoebelen, Billy Brokar and LaVerne W etzel

present.  Gina Schuette, County Clerk, was also in attendance. 

Chairman Schnoebelen called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.

Mr. Brokar moved to enter into executive session at 8:35 AM for 5 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel

and to review payroll reports and to reconvene at 8:40 AM.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it passed

with all in favor.

The Board reconvened at 8:40 AM.  Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve the employee status change form

for W ray Nielander as presented.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

At the request of the Board, Cindy Craft, County Appraiser, joined the meeting.

Ms. Craft explained the state’s changes to the commercial vehicle system and how the taxes and fees are

collected and distributed.  Ms. Craft added that the state has also made changes to personal property and

those values will continue to decrease each year.  Overall, the county’s 2014 valuation is up with an increase

in real estate and a slight increase in oil and gas.

Ms. Craft left the meeting.

Vouchers were approved and warrants were signed for the following:                        

County General                       $125,501.47

Road & Bridge $182,147.25

Noxious W eed $26,042.80

Employee Benefits $10,345.36

County Health $7,998.65

Economic Development $1,726.92

Special Highway Improvement $38,925.00

Capital Improvement Reserve $12,739.75

Retainage-Contracts $1,429.92

Emergency Preparedness Grants $218.30

Offender Registration $500.00

Edwards Co 911 $74.77

Total Voucher & Warrants: $407,650.19

 

Richard Neilson, County W orks Director, joined the meeting.

Mr. Neilson gave a work in progress report.

A discussion followed regarding Mr. Neilson’s new computer and related equipment exceeding the $1,500.00
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bid threshold.

Mr. Neilson advised that APAC is running over a week behind on the millings.

Mr. Neilson reported that Mobile Radio Service will be at the Trousdale Fire Station on July 21, 2014 to re-

program radios to be on a separate frequency due to the new tower.  Mr. Neilson added that  there will be an

Emergency Management Meeting on July 22, 2014, at 7:00 PM at the Fair Building.  Mobile Radio Service

will be there to provide education on using the radios with the new tower.

Mr. Neilson left the meeting.

Sheriff Bryant Kurth joined the meeting.

Sheriff Kurth presented a contract with Reno County for utilization of their juvenile detention services when

necessary.  The Board reviewed the contract and Mr. Brokar made a motion to approve the contract with Reno

County, Kansas, as presented.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Sheriff Kurth advised that due to the expiration of updates to W indows XP, it will be necessary for him to

replace the Recorder.  Sheriff Kurth added that a new Recorder will cost around $16,000.00.  A discussion

followed and the Board requested Sheriff Kurth to obtain bids on a new Recorder and present to the Board

at their next meeting.

Sheriff Kurth agreed with the request and left the meeting.

District Judge Bruce Gatterman and Linda Atteberry, District Court Clerk, joined the meeting.

Ms. Atteberry presented a proposed 2015 budget request for the district court in the amount of $51,730.57

which is an increase of $92.57 above the 2014 approved amount of $51,638.00.  Judge Gatterman explained

that there was an approved increase for the court trustee.  Judge Gatterman added that the State approved

a 2% increase for non-judicial employees.

Judge Gatterman advised that the State is planning to go all electronic filing within the next 2 years, but they

will not be providing the funding for all new equipment for this state wide project.  This will be an unfunded

mandate for all the counties to pay for this project.  A discussion followed and it was agreed that some of the

additional expenses will be paid out of the district court capital improvement funds.

Judge Gatterman and Ms. Atteberry left the meeting.

Richard W enstrom, W ater Pac member, joined the meeting.

Mr. W enstrom reported that there will be an exploratory meeting sometime next week in Great Bend or Salina

to meet with prospective attorneys to advise and represent the County on the Hays W ater Issue.  Mr.

W enstrom extended an invitation to the Board to attend the meeting.  A discussion followed and Mr.

Schnoebelen agreed to attend the meeting.

Mr. W enstrom left the meeting.

Mr. Brokar made a made a motion to appoint Cassie Burkhart, Edwards County Soil Conservation Secretary,

as the County representative to the Central Kansas Local Environmental Planning Group (CKLEPG).  Mr.

W etzel seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

At 10:30 AM, Mr. W etzel made a motion to proceed with opening the new road as per Mr. Tim Tyree’s

request.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion.  A discussion followed.  Mr. W etzel voted in favor and Mr. Brokar

was opposed.  Due to a conflict of interest, Mr. Schnoebelen abstained from the vote.  The motion did not
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pass due to a tie vote.

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 10:45 AM.

APPROVED AS PRESENTED BY ORDER OF

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

AUGUST 11, 2014    EDW ARDS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

____________________________________

Mica Schnoebelen, Chairman

____________________________________

ATTEST: LaVerne W etzel

____________________________________ ____________________________________

Gina L. Schuette, County Clerk Billy L. Brokar                  
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