
466

July 11, 2016

The Edwards County Board of Commissioners met with Mica Schnoebelen, Billy Brokar and LaVerne W etzel

present.  Gina Schuette, County Clerk, was also in attendance. 

Chairman Schnoebelen called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.

Mr. W etzel moved to enter into executive session at 8:35 AM for 10 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel

and to review payroll reports and to reconvene at 8:45 AM.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed

with all in favor.

The Board reconvened at 8:45 AM with no action being taken.

Mr. W etzel moved to approve the June 27, 2016 minutes as amended.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and

it passed with all in favor.

Vouchers were approved and warrants were signed for the following:

County General $145,627.50

Road & Bridge $25,963.04

Noxious W eed $23,980.98

Employee Benefits $11,650.20

County Health $8,223.25

Hospital Maintenance $5,667.83

Economic Development $1,802.10

Special Machinery $33,224.00

Capital Improvement Reserve $88,488.00

Equipment Reserve $1,125.00

Emergency Preparedness Grants $383.18

Edwards Co 911 $46.00

Total Voucher & Warrants: $346,181.08

A discussion followed regarding the Rural Opportunity Zone Student Loan Repayment Program which the

County has been a participant since July 2011.

Mr. W etzel made a motion to pass Resolution No. 2016-05 which authorizes Edwards County to continue to

participate in the Rural Opportunity Zone Student Loan Repayment Program.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion

and it passed with all in favor.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2016-05

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF EDWARDS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS AUTHORIZING

PARTICIPATION IN RURAL OPPORTUNITY ZONE STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENT PROGRAM 

NOW , THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF EDW ARDS

COUNTY, KANSAS,

Section 1.  Pursuant to K.S.A. 2015 Supp. 74-50,223 the Board of County Commissioners expressed its

intent to participate in the Rural Opportunity Zone (ROZ) student loan repayment program.

Section 2.  Edwards County has been designated a Rural Opportunity pursuant to K.S.A. 2015 Supp. 74-

50,222.

Section 3.  Edwards County Commissioners hereby obligate Edwards County to participate in the ROZ

student loan repayment program as provided by K.S.A. 2015 Supp. 74-50,223 for a period of five years, which

shall be irrevocable.

Section 4.  Edwards County agrees to pay in equal shares with the State of Kansas the outstanding student

loan balance of any resident individual for five years, if the resident meets the terms of qualification provided

by the State of Kansas in K.S.A. 2015 Supp. 74-50,223, and the appropriate rules and regulations.  The

number of qualified resident individuals receiving such payments will be subject to the availability of funds.

Section 5.  Edwards County intends to enter into partnerships with Employers for the direct sponsorship of

Rural Opportunity Zone Applicants.  Sponsored Applicants must meet all qualifications of the ROZ program.

All sponsorships will be subject to ROZ student loan repayment rules and regulations.

Section 6.  The maximum student loan balance for each qualified resident individual to be repaid jointly by

Edwards County and the State of Kansas shall be $15,000 over a term of five years.

Section 7.  Edwards County shall allocate $5,000 for the purpose of matching payments from the State of

Kansas to qualified resident individuals.  Edwards County shall revise its ROZ budget on an annual basis and

shall inform the State of Kansas of any changes to the annual allocation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall be published once in the official county newspaper and

shall be in effect from and after its date of publication.

Adopted this 11  day July 2016 by the Board of Edwards County Commissioners, Edwards County, Kansas.th

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

EDW ARDS COUNTY, KANSAS

S:/Mica Schnoebelen, Chairman

S:/Billy L. Brokar, Member

S:/LaVerne W etzel, Member

ATTEST:

S:/Gina L. Schuette, Edwards County Clerk

Richard Neilson, County W orks Director, joined the meeting.

Mr. Neilson gave a work in progress report.  Mr. Neilson added that they plan to start overlaying roads soon.

The Board approved Mr. Neilson’s request to obtain bids on a loader bucket for the 2012 CAT loader that they

recently purchased from Foley Tractor.
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A discussion followed regarding updating the courthouse fire alarms.

Mr. Neilson reported that he had Naber’hood Electric update the light fixtures in the Register of Deeds Office

with LED lights which has made a huge difference in the lighting in that office.  A discussion followed and the

Board agreed to have Naber’hood Electric  proceed with updating the lights in the other offices as time allows.

Mr. Neilson reported that the fair building should be ready to go for the fair this week.

Mr. Neilson advised that State has requested that Edwards County approve and sign a Disaster Proclamation

due to the tornadoes and storm damage in May 2016.

Mr. Brokar made a motion to approve and sign a Proclamation of a State of Local Disaster Emergency for

Edwards County, Kansas.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

EDWARDS COUNTY, KANSAS 
STATE OF LOCAL DISASTER PROCLAMATION

 

PROCLAMATION of a State of Local Disaster Emergency for Edwards County, Kansas. 

WHEREAS, on the 22  through the 31  day of May, 2016, the Board of Commissioners of Edwards County,nd st

Kansas finds that certain conditions have caused, or eminently threaten to cause wide-spread or severe

damage, injury or loss of life or property in disaster proportion in Edwards County, Kansas; 

WHEREAS, such conditions have created obstructions which endanger health, safety and welfare of persons

and property within the border of Edwards County, Kansas; 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of Commissioners of Edwards County, Kansas; 

That the Board of Edwards County Commissioners, under and by virtue of the authority vested in it by K.S.A.

1976 Supp. 48-932, does hereby PROCLAIM  that a State of Local Disaster Emergency exists. 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED AND PROCLAIMED that the area within the border of Edwards County,

Kansas covered by this proclamation/resolution is the entire area of Edwards County, Kansas. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said Board has all rights and/or powers to perform such functions as are

vested in said Board by and through the provisions of the Kansas Emergency Preparedness Act of 1975.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED AND PROCLAIMED that this resolution shall remain in effect. For a period

of seven (7) days unless terminated earlier or renewed by consent of the governing body. 

PROCLAIMED BY THE BOARD OF EDWARDS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS THIS 11   DAY OF JULY,TH

2016.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

           EDW ARDS COUNTY, KANSAS

           S:/Mica Schnoebelen, Chairman

S:/Billy J. Brokar, Vice Chairman

           S:/LaVerne W etzel, Member

ATTEST:S:/Gina L. Schuette, Edwards County Clerk

Mark Frame, County Attorney, joined the meeting.

Mr. W etzel moved to enter into executive session at 9:50 AM for 10 minutes under attorney client privileges
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and to reconvene at 10:00 AM.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

The Board reconvened at 10:00 AM with no action being taken.

Mr. Frame and Mr. Neilson left the meeting.

Jim Hansel, Edwards Hospital CEO, Sheri Brenner, Edwards County Hospital CFO, and Larry Myers,

Edwards County Hospital Board Member, joined the meeting.

Ms. Brenner presented a 2017 tax appropriation request for the ambulance in the amount of $164,003 which

includes a $9,000 transfer to the ambulance capital improvement fund.  Overall, it is a budget increase of

$66,003 above the approved 2016 budget.

In regards to the hospital maintenance appropriation, Ms. Brenner presented a 2017 tax appropriation

request of $795,149 which is an increase of $460,149 above the approved 2016 budget of $335,000. 

A discussion followed and the Board will take the requests into consideration during their 2017 budget

preparation.

Mr. Hansel advised that they are running out of parking area at the hospital and inquired if the County would

be able to provide some financial assistance for the concrete for an additional parking area.  A discussion

followed.

Mr. Hansel advised that the State Fire Marshall will not allow patients to be transported through the W ellness

Center to the Helipad.  Mr. Hansel added that they use the helipad around 15 times a year.  A discussion

followed about other options.   

Mr. Hansel reported that they are exploring the option of networking with Pratt Regional Hospital.  A

discussion followed.

The hospital group left the meeting.

Rhonda Fernandez, Professional Insurance Consultants (PIC), joined the meeting.

Ms. Fernandez presented an eight month health and dental utilization report for the county’s health insurance

plan with Benefit Management, Inc. (BMI) for the policy period of October 1, 2015 through September 30,

2016 along with a BMI renewal projection for October 1, 2016.  In regards to claims, Ms. Fernandez advised

that the county is having a good year with the health insurance claims at 56.5% and dental claims at 93.9%.

A discussion followed regarding the pros and cons of a 24/12 contract (county’s current policy) versus a

12/15 contract. Since the county is partially self insured, Ms. Fernandez recommended that the county

budget around the same amount as last year on the October 1, 2016 health insurance renewal. 

Ms. Fernandez presented an Agreement For Consulting Services with Professional Insurance Consultants

from June 1, 2016 through May 31, 2019.  Mr. Brokar moved to approve and sign the Agreement For

Consulting Services with Professional Insurance Consultants for the period of June 1, 2016 through May 31,

2019, a three year agreement.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Ms. Fernandez left the meeting.

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 11:30 AM.
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APPROVED AS PRESENTED BY ORDER OF

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

AUGUST 8, 2016  EDW ARDS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

____________________________________

Mica Schnoebelen, Chairman

____________________________________

ATTEST: LaVerne W etzel

____________________________________ ____________________________________

Gina L. Schuette, County Clerk Billy L. Brokar                
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