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June 16, 2014

The Edwards County Board of Commissioners met with Mica Schnoebelen, Billy Brokar and LaVerne W etzel

present.  Gina Schuette, County Clerk, was also in attendance. 

Chairman Schnoebelen called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.

Mr. Brokar moved to enter into executive session at 8:35 AM for 5 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel

and to review payroll reports and to reconvene at 8:40 AM.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it passed

with all in favor.

The Board reconvened at 8:40 AM with no action being taken.

Richard Neilson, County W orks Director, joined the meeting.

A discussion followed regarding clarification on the mower bids.  Mr. W etzel moved to approve the June 2,

2014 minutes as amended.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Vouchers were approved and warrants were signed for the following:                        

County General                       $77,972.50

Road & Bridge $68,609.95

Noxious W eed $19,842.26

Employee Benefits $9,656.15

County Health $7,708.69

Economic Development $1,697.59

Special Highway Improvement $7,610.00

Capital Improvement Reserve $7,255.35

Emergency Preparedness Grants $76.61

Edwards Co 911 $731.89

Motor Vehicle Special $140.00

Total Voucher & Warrants: $201,300.99

The Board approved amending the agenda and adding John Castaneda at 10:30 AM.

Tim Tyree joined the meeting.

Mr. Schnoebelen stated that he has been advised to abstain from voting on the road opening issue due to

business conflicts.

At 8:45 AM, the Board received a telephone conference call from Robert Schmisseur, special counsel hired

to review and provide a legal opinion as to the issues related to the opening of a proposed road in Edwards

County, Kansas.

Danny Smith joined the meeting.
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A discussion followed.  Mr. Schmisseur stated that after reviewing all the information and the actions of the

Board that has led to the opening of the road, it is his legal opinion that the Board has met all of the legal

requirements to proceed with opening the road if the Board chooses to do so. 

Mr. Smith left the meeting.

The Boad thanked Mr. Schmisseur for his time and research and the telephone conference call ended at 8:55

AM.

Mr. W etzel made a motion to proceed with the opening the road as requested.  The motion died for lack of

a second.  

Mr. Brokar stated that he would like to delay the vote until the next meeting.

Mr. Neilson stated that the truck traffic traveling through the park needs to cease before there is an accident.

Mr. Neilson added that there are kids running around all through the park as there are soccer and baseball

fields, a football field, horse shows, swimming pool and a frisbie golf course.  By opening the new road, the

heavy truck traffic would be taken out of the park area.

Mr. Tyree concurred with the safety concerns and would really like for the county to proceed with opening the

road.

Mr. Tyree left the meeting.

Allan Glendenning, KCAMP Attorney, joined the meeting.

Mr. Brokar moved to enter into executive session at 9:20 AM for 15 minutes under attorney client privileges

to discuss pending litigation and to reconvene at 9:35 AM.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it passed with

all in favor.

The Board reconvened at 9:35 AM with no action being taken.

Mr. Glendenning left the meeting.

Mr. Neilson presented the following asphalt bids:

Heft & Sons LLC (4,000 tons x $9.00 /Ton) = $36,000.00

Hi-Plains Sand, Inc. (4,000 tons x $9.10/Ton) = $36,400.00

A discussion followed and Mr. W etzel made a motion to purchase 4,000 tons of asphalt from Heft & Sons LLC

in the amount of $36,000.00.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. Neilson gave a work in progress report.

Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve the application for temporary or permanent construction on, under or

above county right-of-way for Toto Energy, LLC for the drilling of vertical oil and gas well, W elsch Lease in

the NE/4 of Section 8, Township 26S, Range 16W  in Edwards County, Kansas.  Mr. Brokar seconded the

motion and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve the application for temporary or permanent construction on, under or

above county right-of-way for Toto Energy, LLC for the drilling of vertical oil and gas well, Monaghan Lease

in the SW /4 of Section 25, Township 25S, Range 16W  in Edwards County, Kansas.  Mr. Brokar seconded the

motion and it passed with all in favor.
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Mr. Neilson left the meeting.

Bob Krickbaum, Edwards County Hospital Administrator, Michael Praecheil, Edwards County Hospital CFO,

Larry Myers and Connie McLean, Members of Edwards County Hospital (ECH) Board of Trustees, joined the

meeting.

Mr. Praecheil presented the Board with a survey of hospital 2013 tax support in surrounding comparable

counties.  Edwards County Hospital is the second lowest followed by Rush County as the lowest.  A discussion

followed and Mr. Schnoebelen expressed concerns about the hospital losing revenue each year.

Mr. Krickbaum advised that the EHR reimbursements are on track and the bank has agreed to restructure

the lease based on the EHR payments.

Mr. Praecheil reviewed with the Board the hospital’s December 31, 2013 and 2012 audit report.  In summary,

the hospital sustained a net loss of $72,687.00 in addition to $232,000.00 in tax revenues and $100,000.00

in capital improvement funds.

A discussion followed regarding the Heli-pad and the current ambulance garage is no longer large enough

to house both ambulances.

Mr. Praecheil presented a 2015 tax appropriation request for the ambulance in the amount of $84,000 which

is the same amount received in 2014.  In regards to the hospital maintenance appropriation, they are

requesting a 2015 tax appropriation of  $350,232 which is an increase of $120,000 above the amount received

in 2014.

A discussion followed and the Board will take the requests into consideration during their 2015 budget

preparation.

The hospital group left the meeting.

John Castaneda joined and Mr. Neilson rejoined the meeting.

A discussion followed regarding Mr. Castaneda dumping his loads after working hours at the transfer station.

Mr. Castaneda advised that he has a full time job at Cross Manufacturing and his trash collection service is

his second job and in order to continue to provide this service as scheduled, he must be able to dump after

hours.  Mr. Castaneda added that he does everything he possibly can to make sure there is no trash left in

the dumping area that will blow around when he leaves the transfer station.

Further discussion followed and Mr. Castaneda agreed to provide the Board with proof of liability insurance

as soon as possible.

Mr. Neilson and Mr. Castaneda left the meeting.

Mr. W etzel  moved to approve the consulting services agreement as presented with McCully and Associates

to provide services to the County Appraiser for 2015 for the same annual amount of $14,300.00.  Mr. Brokar

seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

W ith no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 11:30 AM.



269

APPROVED AS AMENDED BY ORDER OF

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

JUNE 30, 2014    EDW ARDS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

____________________________________

Mica Schnoebelen, Chairman

____________________________________

ATTEST: LaVerne W etzel

____________________________________ ____________________________________

Gina L. Schuette, County Clerk Billy L. Brokar                  
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